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Vin@nti Maximo 


De Reæge noſtro Sercniſſimo, eiuſque pro 
a genie clariſſima poema 
EN apisiley. | 


> A egreatred Dragon, with y. heads & 10 hornd power, 
S Delign d of late a ſoveraign Queene quite to deuour: 


Intending elce, that Sento ſtrike, for whom ſhe gron d 
% Affright whereat, to her good Goa, ſne timely mon d. 
Q Conſpecting then Jehovah this his handmaides greefe 
8 Omitted not with readie hand, to grant reliefe. 

But firſt, her ſweet Seule he convaighd( as ſcem d him 
D Vnto his princely pallace there in peace to reſt, (beſt) 
Moreover, then 8. Michael with army ſtout, 


Maugre the foe, ſent forth in field, & caſt him out. 
> Andſo,that when the trage die ſnould be effected, 
© Godit withſtood, & thoſe complots in time detected. 
2, Now ſith the Dragon ſaw his purpoſe thus prevented, 
fAnd quaild himiel fe, he might have coucht & ſo repẽ 
Expecting pardon: but nolefleheerſt revivd, (ted, 


N 
Bruite ſtratagems, and quaint deſignes by him cõtriv d 
= Recounting, that loud lowing Bui might pierce deep 
m- Inroiall Lyons heart, and princely Vnicorne (lorne 
That ſo, the/cede right ſoveraigne( amongſt the reſt ) 
d And all the flowers of this field ſhouldbce ſuppreſt : 
© Not by the lorc ofſacred lawes, oriuſtice be. 
= Nor with the dinte of valiant ſword,or open fight 
In manly wiſe: but ſavadgely, with ſtygianflame 
And helliſh hounds,attempted how toforge the ſame 3 4 
i Enlarging ſo his beaſtly bent, God him there ſtaid, Bos | 
C4 Reſtraining 
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2 Reſtraining him ynto the ſnare;hinaſelfe had lade: 

N Eſtabliſhing for aic,the ſcepters dignitie 

J Given rightfully to James an his poſteritie. 

© Enrich therfore with peace power worſhip & renown 

Moſt mighty God, his grace, his progeny and crown. 
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TO THE MOST MIGH- 
tie moſt gracious and moſt Chriſtian 


Prince lamss, by the divine 2 
King of great Brittaine, France and Ireland de- 
fendour of the faith ec. 


Moſt mightie and moſt gratious 
| Soveraigne Lorde 
Tis certaine, that neither King Solo- 
>| mon ſo paſſing wiſe and famous, nor anie 
bis wordes recoraed in Canonicall Scrip- 
ture, ſo prudent; pithie and full of pietie, 
nee the helpe of humane hand, much leſſe 
(ROS = of my poore penne,for the defence of th oue 
or the authoritie of th other having ſo long ſithence (by the beſt 
iudgement purchaſed that credit and approbation, which nei- 
ther the ſerpents envy nor mas malignity hath or ſhalbe able to 
anibilate or empeach Howbeit,ſeing that ſome « Ahn <3 para 
partly of malice.partly of ignorance bluſhnot to obiec# & ex- 
cept againſt either condemning the one, as profane and dam. 
nea, and contemning th other as polluted and perilous. Nherat 
many remaine ſuſpenſive of both, & others (with my ſelſe) wo- 
ful for both;as that ſo ſoveraigne à tree ſhould be blaſted & her 
wholſome fruit reiccted: I thought it good and my dutie, aſwell 
for the ſtopping of thoſe mout hes, as for the better reſolution of 
the doubtfull,the ſolace of the penſeve, the inſtrudtiom of the 
zenorant the honour ofthe worthie and the glory of the Al- 
michty to advetirethe freming of this Apologetical Dialogue 
or conferece;entitukd Schelomonocham, or K .Solomons 
2, A ſolace 


No 


The Epiſth 
ſolace andthe ſame vnder the divine frare and your Graces 
pardon, to dedicate to your ſacred Maitflie, Hombeit, this 
nn raſh enterpriſe ( moſt gracious Soveraigne ) firſt in attem- 
ting a workeſo waightie : then in adariſſing it toa perſonage 
ſo mightie,convinceth me (in ſome cenſures) of audacious 
arrogancie: when being farre poorer then Gedeon, & much 
ſlower tongued then Moſes without ec ntpariſon, 1 ſhould with 
the former have acknowledged my great impotence, and with 
the latter have diſtruſled my ſmall eloquence,but with neither 
of them both have preſumed on your ¶Mlaieſticall preſence . 
Ai the leaſt I ſhould have followed that counſaile of AEſope 
to Solon approaching before Cræſus King of Lydia to ang 
got huca:ij d. Thoſe conceites (indeede) might have 
daunted mee, had I not found ſtrong reaſons to may mee. 
For firſt beeing a Miniſter of Gods truth ( which as I reve- 
rence. + 1ſhoulde alſo defend to my power ) and hearing thoſe 
and other like obloquies divulged not onely in common confe- 


rences, but in publike Sermones, ſbould with thera have con- 


Jented,and ſo ſinned had I longer pawzed,expetting from o- 
thers the miraculoas birth of thoſe great belked Mountains: 
Secondly, having accompliſhed the worke,and perpending (as 
the vſuall manner is) to whoſe worthineſſe it ſhould of right- 
be commenaed,l remembred that ſaying of King Alexander 
when alittle before his death,beeing asked, to whome the Em-= 
fire ſhould remaine after him ? hee anſcperede rd qi K 
the worthieſt : yea I gladly recorded that reacy reſolution of 

our late right Chriſtian Qucene of bleſſed memorie, concer- 
ning the ſucceſſe of this moſt famons Moyarchie,which ſhe ſaid: 

ſhouldin right deſcend and come to King Iames then of Scot- 
land; her naturall and lawfull ſucceſſour. and the moſt 
worthie. Wherein1 alſo reſolvtd aud preſumed, knowing 
| well 


- Dedicatorie. e 
well that as your princely power is beſt able to proteci: (3 your 5 
royall perſon is moſt meete to enioy King Solomons Solace: | 
 forthat (not only after the philoſophers ) rult, and your Kingt 
adviſein that learned, godly and ſententious Bas' ring Soped 4rift tb. 
| hut after the Axiomes of i divinity ; O'lzoroy duct 01 A 9 g NA Aar. 8. 
Aer de ON, ide 45 is the perſon, ſo ſhould be the preſent : the Ar- Plato.de Leg. 
gument ſo proper ly fits the {ame having for the principal ſub. © 
iet, that moſt wiſe moſt divine, moſt maieſticall, and moi ſa- 
mous K ing Solomon the ſanne of King David, the ſame 
whome Ichovah his God had both promiſed, nommated and 
appointed to the kingdome of Iſrael before that he was concei. 
ved and borne, made moſt prudent ;royall and glorious in his 
throne,and ſet foorth in all thinges as a meete figure of the 
true Melchiſedek, and Melchiſalem, many yeeres ere hee 
came into this worlde . Neither might this prerogative bee 
well tranſferredto any other (in regard of the ſubiect) with- 
out ſome iniurie to your high, diſgrace tothe thing, and 
. blametomyſelfe. Thirdly,as i was very willing inthisſort 
to manifeſt the acknowledgement of my deepeſt debt; namely 
autifull love and true alleageance, to your high Soveraignetys — 
ſo was 1 uo leſſe encouraged witn I conſidered phat I ſhould pre- 
ſent my ſelfe & theſe my labours, not before am Egyptian Pha- 
rao,4s did Moſes, wor before aLydian Ciæſus, as did Solon 
bat ( which 1 vtter with a moſt royfull heart) before the Lords 
annointed a right Chriſtian King, who with King David (4 
man after Gods own heart) vouc bſaveth ſweet audience to the. 
prophet Nathan, Hough he ſpeek without aparable for the pre 
erment of jong Solomon, and for Iſraels comp good, who al 
ſo with K.lehoſophat is deſirousto knowthe wil of God thogh 
by the ſimple miniſtery of poore Micheas, & finally which with 
K. Solomon is contented to heare in his omn royall perſon, the 
| | 42 pleading 
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Ihe Epiſtle 

pleading of 2. wamen, though of baſe codition. But now becauſe 
that godly modeſtie(though inthe habite of princely magnani- 
mitie) admits not in preſence any ſpeeches diſplaying ſuch your 
apparant worthineſſe,1 lay my hand on my month zeelding a 
ny thinges to unwilling ſilence, the which nevertheleſſe, the _ 
moſt lowing affections of all your true-hearted ſubiects caunct 
but acknowledge, willingly proclaime. For we are truly per- 
ſwadled, that as Iekovah graced Noah the righteous with ma 
uy perfecl ions, wonderfully bleſſed David his annointed 
with an excellent ſpirite and adorned K. Solomon with ma- 
niſold graces at mherby (changed into other men) the firſt was 
miraculouſly preſer ved in the great deluge, which dromned the 
olde worla, that he might be made the happy originull of the 

wew:the ſecond powerſully reſcued from the Lyon, ihe Beare & 
the huri full ſmorde, that he mig hit feede the Lords people and 
Iacob bis inheritance : the 3. beautified & bleſſed with an a. 
mirable peace that he might build the L.houſe,keep the Lords 
watch, do equitie & righteouſnes in the midſt of his peoples 
fo hath your hizh excellecie found & enioyed the like fro the LA. 
that being protected & preſer ved by his holy Angels andeſta- 

L liſhed on the Throne of your kingdome,ye are with that pro. 
vident Ianus whobehelde all thinges myi cw N ial ow "af 

worthy the original ofa new & proſperous peace, with theſwee 

Pfalmiſt, erdained a feeder of the Linheritance after the fe 

cretion of your hands & with that lovely Læmuel, pointed 

a builder of that holy houſe, a keeper of the watch, and the 

Executioner of riglucouſneſſe and inagement in the middeſt 

|. of your people. And as this is the end oſ your advancement 
 #he Glory of your Throne, the peace of your kingdome, 
and the ioy of your people: ſo in the ſame, Ll yee 


truely. confirme the love of GOD to gour ſelſe, declare 
| | | Jour! 
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jour thankefulneſſe to his Almightines, perform the 4uty 
of a _ Chriſtian Governour, aſſure your good Sub- 
) 


zetls of your unfained amitie , embrace their love, retaine 
their loialty , and publikely expreſſe your right Princely 
Pietie, for the honour of God, the comfort of his Church, 
the ioy of your people, the peace of your heart, the ſafetie of 
jour place the praiſe of your vertue, and the ſalvation of 
Jour = : for this is that which(as ſaith the Apoſtle) hath 
all the promiſes | both ofthis life, and of the life to 
come. (All ihe which therefore, we dayly deſire of God 
in our heartie praiers to be confirmed, encreaſed, eſtabliſbed 
and continued in your ſacred Maieſtie, with the abun- 
dance of bleſſings ſo long as the Sunne and the Moone en- 
durcth. Thus farre therfore have Iadventured on your 
high perſon and preſence! Moreover, ſeeing your Ma: 
ieſlie is not wont to blame your obſequious ſervant for pro- 
fering the ſtay of pour ſtirrop, although ye are well able and 
willing to mount your faire Palfray without any his help, 
1 hope that yee will not much bla me mee, if in this bappie 
acceſſe to jour royal preſence (after ti example of wiſe Zoro- 
babe! [peaking before King Darius end the three Princes 
of Perha (according to my bounden dutie) Tonely remem- 
ber you of that promiſe and vow made to the King of hea. 
ven in the day of your Coronation, concerning the building 
of [eruſalem, and the reparation of the Temple. It is 
well knowne that our late deceaſed Nourſemother, ſo well 
learned and approved in all princely pietie, did not only re- 
paire and garniſh the Lordes houſe, which before her time 
lay ruinous and defaced (as King H ezekiah and other an- 


ciewt benefattors had don in their daies)but having a righi 
2004 


4 


= 
— — —— —ä6—d — 


. — 
* * 
— — — 
- 
. 


good opinion of the | faithfull Paſtours aud painefull 
Miniſters of the worde, as ſometimes the noble Su- 
nemitiſh Ladie had of Eliſha the man of God, ſhee 
was wonderfull careful that they (houlde be enhabled to live 
of the Goſpel, which, they preached in their due ho- 
nour, and therefore ſhee builte” (or at the leaſt repai- 
red and appointed) net onely one little Chamber, but | 
many large houſes for them to turne into, compaſ< | 
ſed with ſtrong walles to bee ſecured in, and furni- | 
ſhed with beadet to reſt on, Tables 10 eate en, ſtooles 
to ſit on and Candleſtickes to put light on, with all | 
other meete proviſion and furniture for their ſtu» | 
dies, functions and fare: the which alſo had haps | 
|  Ppily continued without great breaches vntill the deg 
Slam Ns f- F ber death , had not ſome (more expert in Simoni- 
„„des Songer, then in Davids P/almes ) deceived her truſt, 
Plat. lbir. But as devonring time decayeth houſes moſt ſ{ronely built, 
2 Ariſtoph. a- and both eftates in all ages, by occaſions, wax blunt : ſo the | 


na S . Zordes houſe which ſhoulde firſt be reſpected, and thoſe Cham 


bers inthe next place which ſhouldnot bee negledted, were 

fo empaired that as the former needed i he regard of 1be right 

| Owner to ſupport ite ſo the latter the wiſaom of the cunning 
eo Artifcertoedgett. . Nom, for that the higheſi Power 
| bath not ently appointed your royall Qaieſtie next him- 
felf vd dyitorouay Y dN, the principall 
overſcer and chiefe Artificer of this great worte. But 

alſo hath already moved your ſantiified minde to conſider ſo 
religiouſly of the ſame : wee cannot but n this. 

| wins 
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divine and gracious benefit, with thanketulnes to his high 
Maieſtie, and a faithfull hope in holy invocation , that 
your Maieſtie may not onely continge zealous and regard- 
full of that honſe , but alſo vouchſafe , that thoſe cham- 

bers may from time t0 time bee trutly ſurvaigbed, kept 

and repaired with the preſervation of their priſtine and 

laudable rigbies ( according to the purporte of your mind 
of pietie therein well declared) not for Gehezi the 
Seller, nor for Simon the Buyer , nor for the vn- 
worthie hireling: But for Eliſha that holy man of GO D * 
that ſo the glorie of the LORDE may fill this houſe, and or xt | 
that the people may bow downe their faces and praiſe ; a 
the God of Itracl.. 98 | 40 

* Finally, for aſmuch 4s with the regarde of the 

for mer, the true qrewloxo; and man of mercie for- 

gets not the Poore , let not my LORD bee angry ys, ; 5 
if after Abrahams example ( pleading before the Jſa. 5 y. 
Inage of all the worlde ) I ſpeake jet this once, ſup- Aci. 4. 3 5. 
plicating for the Poore, firſt for the Poore negls Gen.18. 
ded : Secondly for the Poore oppreſſed . - CA = 

mong the former it may pleaſe your highneſſe with 

Eliſha's Hearte to thinke on the honeſt Widowes , 

the fatherleſſe Sonnes , and virgine daughters of the 1 King. 41. 
deceaſed poore Paſtours , who in their bfe time ap- 

plying their fundtions aud ſtudies in Divinitie , 

might vot ſo conveniently provide for their owne fa. 

milies, as other men accuſtome to doe: that thereby, the 
fr ſt of them by ſome chriſtian contribution may be relieved, 


| the 
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| Ihe Ppiſtle 
the ſecond in Schooles of learning preferred : and the third 
or meete Mariages endowed : the which in every part 
may eaſily by your Princely providence bee timely com: 
paſſed. Among the latter, thoſe your poore Subjetts 
may be conſidered, who are iniriouſly beaten by them which. 
male your publike authority in their hanaes a ſlaffe of pri- 
vate revenge: that theſe poore may yet freely plead for them. 
ſelves with meete audience (eſpecially then when the caſe 
toucheth their life their landes their gooddes,or good names 
that ſo King Solomons complaint Eccleſ. . I. may not iu. 
ſih be renued: but in regardoſ your Kinely piety, ſo well ap- 
proved in thinges paſt,apparant in the preſent and hoped for 
in the future (as a right imitator of the King of Glory) 
King Davids ſweete Song may be aayly modulated: Hee. 
delivereth the Poore, when hee cricth: the needy: | 
alſo,and him that hath no helper. Pal. 72. 12. Theſe 


Ren thinges beting remembred, the King of mercie ſhall reſpect 


and thinke on your Noble Grace in goodnes. 

Thus, moſt humbly acknowledging mine owne audaci- 
but attempt, There proſirate my ſelfe with my labours at your. 
highnes feete, imploring and craving your moſt gratious par 
don and princely protection, that, for my ſelſe this, for my 
preſent : that in regarde of my faithfull good meaning aud 
datifull alleageance, this, for the honour of the Fubiecs ſo 
worthie eſtimate aud both this, and that of your heroicall 
Stirite ana goaly good nature. CAndIdayly pray onto | 
the Almightic in the name c his holy Meſſiah, bj the ſweet 
influence of his Spirite, bountiful to bleſſe, gratiouſly to 
preſerue, powerfully to defend, and —— to maintain 
Jour royall maieſtie, together with your moſt lævely (our So. 


veraigne 
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veraigne Lady) Queene Anna, the moſt noble Prince 
Henry of excellent hope, and all jour moſt Ho- 
nourable Progenie, to tiue ,raigne, floriſh, 
and proſper in the feare of the 
Higheſt, and in the higheſt 
felicitie for ever more. 
Amen. 


Your Mazefties right humble 
 andfaithfull Subiect 
in all obedience, wb 


Tonn CarreNTER, 
Miniſter of Gods Word. 
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A PxrEevaces to 
the Reader. 


vers men, diuerſly affected ( as 
Ba We may ſee in the ſundry exam- 
25 ples of all ages and perſons) haue 
2 ſought diuerſſy to ſolace them- 
> (clues is life. To paſſe ouer 
\ the manifolde delights where- 
with a man is naturally recreated 
es and chances of his time: ſome 


owne priſtine ad 
vſe for the better Inſtruction of themſelues: ſome; 
in the reading, hearing, or rehearfing of rhe Actes and 
Hiſtories of Antiquitie: ſome in often conference 
and talke with other men touching the vſages, cu- 
ſtomes, & affayres of diuers perſons, places, & things: 
ſome, in the holy meditation of heauenly, and ſpiritu- 
all matters: ſome in the glorious croſſe of Martyrdõ: 
to be ſhort, ſome inthe timely agnizing of their owne 
ſinnes and infirmities, in the declaration of mans va. 
nit ies, in helping the weake, in defending the oppreſ- 
ſed, in teaching the ignorant, in correcting the _ 
an 4 
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and performing the duties of Chriſtianitie, to the __/ 
praiſe of God and the benefit of men. Yea, and as 
times and ſcaſonsalter, and men (changed in thoſe 
times) often vary opinions: ſo in the ſclte-ſame per- 
ſons are not alwayes found the ſame delights: but 
| that which hath beene highly requeſted, hath at o · 
ther times beene all ſo much loathed : and that which 
vas before abandoned, is afterward eagerly purſued, 
Among others, the valiant Trojan, who was ſome- 
times much delighted in the right princely proweſſe 
and the remembrance ef his martiall exploytes, did 
neuertheleſſe, after his deſperate aduentures on the 
wrathfull Seas, perſwade, that this alſo ſhould in the 
time future bee a profitable ſolace for him, and his 
Companions, ſaying vato them, Hs olim memi- 
niſſe iuvabit. And that happie Fortunatus (whom the 
Poet bringeth in talking with his fellow Fauſtus) wil- 
ling to recreate himſelle after ſome extraordinarie la- 
bours, ſayd: | 
—— Antiques paulles recitemus Amores. 
But more worthily that holy Spomſeſſe whome 
King Solomon mentioneth, as one enamoted on him 
whom her ſoule loued, is very much ſolaced, not one- 
ly with the zealous meditation and condigne com- 
mendation of him and his ſoueraigne graces : but (af- 
ter that ſhe found and enioyed him) inthe glad report 
and declarationof the manner and methode, how ſhe 
fought him, how ſhee was hindred, how ſhee found 
and apprehended him, and whatſoeuer elſe betided 
her, in thoſe her carefull and fearefull affaires, The 
. Iweete Plalmiſt could ſometimes comfort himſelfe 
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with holy hymnes , godly pſalmes and ghoſtly ſongs: 
fometimes in fighting the Lordes battailes, ſometimes 
in the noble duties of his royall place: ſometimes in 
the deepe conſideration of his troubles and afflictions 
the which hee framed as documentes of godly dilci- 
line and ſimboles of divine graces, whereof he glad- 
ly confeſſed: Before Iwas troubled | went wrong but 5 al. 1 19. 3. 
nom have] kept thy worde. Againe. It is good for mes 7. 
that] Have beene in trouble that] may learne thy ſtatutes, 
Thus the Apoſtle was often ſolaced to tell not onely 
of the Lordes graces and mercies towardes him 
with thankefulneſſe: but alſo to declare openly his 
owne former ignorances ,infirmities and ſinnes, wher- 
in hee had beene before time delighted (as zealous 
for the law) and now to report of his travailes, his 
troubles, his afflictions, his perſecutions, his croſ- 
ſes &. for his maiſters cauſe, in the which he gloried 
and tooke no meane delight. There was a time when 
K. Solomon was wonderfully pleaſed in the exerciſes of 
holy princely vertues in the building of magnificent 
houſes, eſpecially that which hee dedicated to the 
L. his God, Againe, there was a time when the fame 
Solomon being carried away of his own coneupiſcẽce 
and be ſotted withthe pernicious love of ſtrange wo- 
men) was delighted in the lewd luſts af men: But yet 
there was an other time, when as the ſame Solomon (af 
ter the full experience ofthoſe delightes wherein hee 
had weatied himſelfe vnder the Sunne and the ſenſe 
of both the divine iudgements and mercies) thought 
that the houſe of mourning yeelded him a ſweeter So. 
lace, then the banquetting houſe. 


Moreover 
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Moreover, after this, hee much eaſed his afflicted 
ſpiritenot onely in declaring what a floriſhing and 
happy Common-wealth hee would haue eftavli- | 
ſhed in 7ſrael, if all things had anſwered (ad amuſ- 
ſim) to his requeſt and dayly endevor : but allo by 
many heauenly doctrines, learned Orations, wiſe 
ſentences, parables, and arguments, to diſplay and 
ſer foorth the manifolde varirres of wordly-men : 
and there-withall ( as the wiſe Preacher) to ſtudie 
and endevor on the one ſide to diſſwade and hallow 
them from the ſame beeing repleniſhed with ſo ma- 
ny miſeries : and on the other ſide, to allure and draw 
them on towardes the chie ſe good and higheſt felicitie, 
where onely is found the true ſacietie and beſt ſo- 
lace, afterall the confuſed troubles of this life. Truely 
this is the very Argument, Summe, or chiefe matter 
of his Booke, entituled the Eccleſiaſtes or the Prea- 
cher, from whence as from the head - ſpring of many 
both pleaſant and profitable ſtreames, this preſent 
Solace is chiefly derived: In the which (beſides the 
viewe of Solomons Common: wealth, and many o- 
ther matters of right worthy requeſt) is contained 
his true Repentance and Pardon after his ſinnes, dif- 
played in a certaine Dialogue or conference of his 
Princes, and chiefe Lordes. A worke both godly, 
leaſant, and profitable, aſwell for Princes and no- 
le perſonages, as for all others which have any 
deſire to walke ( in this life ) towardes the higheſt 
obiect of our hope. But heere I thought it good 
to admoniſh thee ( gentle Reader) that as the worke 
chiefely regardeth thoſe matters of Antiquitie, and 
"3 namely 
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to the Reader. 

namely, ſuch as were either heard of, ſcene, ſvn- 
derſtood, or in action within the compaſſe ot that 
time, wherein that moſt famous Xg both raigned 
and lived, and of the which his Princes, Lordes, 
and ſervantes coulde ( as auriti, or oculati teſtes) 

both take and giue true teſtimonies: or the Which 
they could readily cite, gather, obſerue, remember, 
conſider and reaſon of, in and among themſelues : ſo 
haue I therein (for the moſt part) taken, applyed, 
and vſed thoſe teſtimonies, examples, and Argu- 
ments, the which either that time, or the times 
then fore · paſt could happily affoord mee: for thoſe 
perſons from whoſe wordes, reportes and diſputa- 
tions this Dialogue is deduced, could not poſsibly 
deliver vnto vs, the things which as yet were nei- 
ther in action, or motion among men, ſeeing them+ 


ſelues knew not (as they were men) hat ſhoulde cc. 3. 220 


followe or come to paſſe after them vnder the Sunne: 
but as they might conclude effects from the cauſes 
in naturall things. Therefore, I haue beene care- 
fall that there-with I might" ifitermixe any of thoſe 
which ſucceeded in the ages, times and perſons fol- 
lowing, the which neuertheleſſe being extant may be 
neitherreiected nor abandoned but rather as they 
ſtand, to bee taken and collected, in and from 
the wordes, writings and workes of others, which 
though farre latter, have yet beene both godly, faith - 
full, well learned, and of no leſſe credite and au- 
thoritic in the Church. Howbeit, becauſe I would 
not; tliat any thing, which is either worthie thy 
knowledge, or hecre in requeſt with any of them 
that 
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that ſtand in doubt of the hohmeſſe of King Solomon & 

the authoritie of his wordes and Bootes, thoulde bee 
cowched in ſilence or buried in obſcuritie, I pur- 
poſe ( and God will, though very briefly ) to ſup- 
ply even here, that which might ſeeme to bee Wan- 
ting there: that ſo, tlie latter compared with the for- 
mer, and one thing conſidered rightly with another 
they may from either gather a meete harmony and 
conſent to conclude both for the Shneſſe of th one, & 
for the ſufficiency of thother. But here! findethem 
that demaund, how the knowledge of this diſputation 
and conference ſhould be brought ynto mine vnder- 
ſtanding ? & from whence this princely azalogue could 
be either gathered or preſumed? To whome I might 
anſwere: that howſoever ĩt be, that either this or the 
ſemblable . matter may bee hidden from the know- 
ledge and vnderſtanding of the ſimple, and ignoraunt 
or how hardly it may bee conceived of ſome wiſe and 
learned perſons: yca, and how ſoever this preſent dia- 
logue ſhalbe cenſured and eſteemed in a great part, as 
proſopopoicall,orimagined, yet it is true and ſure e- 
nough (as it is hereaſter declared and proved) that 
thoſe godly, wiſe, well learned and noble perſonages 
which were and lived in the time of Salomon, heard of 
his wiſedome and ſaw his glorie, never doubted of 
his Holineſſe and true repentance, and ſo neither of his 
remiſſion and ſalvation with the Lorde. And as in 
thoſe thinges they were notdoubttull : ſo were they 
neither ſo negligent, nor careleſſe ofthe Kinges health 
and proſperity, and of the Common-good of the 
Lordes 
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To the Reader. | 
Lordes people: but that they ( as moſt noble Princes 
and wiſe and grave Counſailors) entered into adecpe 
conſideration of the royal eſtate and of the common 
wealth of 1/4e/,reaſoned and argued the caſe in and 
betweene themſelves concerning the cauſes of the 
kinges great heavines and ſorrow : and therein did 
not onely thinke honourably and conſtre charitably 
and reverently ofthe kinges dealinges and wordes (as 
it well became them): butalſocndeyoured by their 

wiſedom counſel & authorityto remove away all the 
cauſes, that the vnhappy effectes thereof might ceaſe 
and to withſtand the remedileſſe inconveniences of 

ſuch deſperate miſchiefs in time convenient, & that in 

ſuch ſort in effect, as it is reported in this Solace. And 
to the end that no man might either make queſtion of 
the Holincſſe of their ſoveraigne Lord, or doubt of his 
remiſſion and ſalvation, they argue for him, and above 
all the reſt ofthat moſt honourable ſociety, the moſt 
reverendfatherin God, namely J4dok the Lordes high 
prieſt, to whoſe grave and learned iudgement they all 
moſt gladly condiſcended, ſpake and proved firſt,that 
king Solomon was, by the providence of the higheſt, 
provided and madea lively figure ofthe moſt holy 
Heſſiah whom they faithfully expected to come into 
the world, and that it was neceſſary that the figure 
ſhould anſwere to the thing hgured , Therefore 
the-LMeſſiah beeing moſt holy, it muſt follow that 
King Solomon ſhould bee alſo holy, alluding to thoſe 
equall proportions in the law between the Sced of the 
Maman and the types, ſhadows and figures of the ſame. 
þ 5 Next 
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Next to that, they argue his Pardon partly from 


Gods owe promiſe ofmercy to him, andthe conti- 


nuance of his divine Graces 2. Sam . 7, 15. part- 
ly from his Repentance, the which ( beſides other 
places) is worthily gathered of his Eccleſiaſtes or 
Preacher, becing( as the Hebrewes ſay ) the booke of 
his repentance . * Thirdly they argue his Salvation 


. with the Lorde from the conſideration of his pardon 


as that which neceſſarily followeth the ſame, after this 
and like Teſtimonies and examples + Bleſſed is that 
man whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe ſinnes are 
covered: bleſſed is he, to whom the Lord imputeth not ſinne. 
And as they never doubted of the holineſſe, pardon 
and ſalvation of the perſon: ſo neither called they into 
queſtiõ any his bools, proverbs, words, ſongs, ſẽtences, 
but honoured, reverenced and eſteemed them, as 
wiſe and grave ſayings, divine propheſies, and matters 
right holy and profitable for the Lordes congregation 
and for the inſtruction of his people. Therſote they 
thought it good, and no leſſe their duties, not onely 
to collect and preſerve them; but to commit and 
commende them with the like authoritie to the holy 
Church, Now it remaineth,that we alſo heareand 
confider what hath beene elſe reſolved, concluded and 
teſtified by the godly learned and wiſe men aſwell 
hebrewes as others, ſucceeding them of that age 
and that not ont ly before, but alſo ſithenee the birth, 
death and aſcention of the moſt holy eſſiab 
concerning King Solomon and thoſe his wordes. 
Fuſt the auncicnt hebrewes and Rabins of the 
uwe 
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lewes have delivered that Solomon did ſo much , % 1 
diſlike his luſtfull delightes and chiefly that ſinne e f 
of Idolatrie impu ed to him, in that hee tolerated prolog: & in 
and maintained his ſtrange wives in their abho- Cap. 1. 
minations, that hee willingly expoſed himſelſe in 

perſon a publike example of repentance through - 

out the ſtreetes of Ieruſalem, and woulde alſo 

have beene whipped with ſeaven roddes in that 

Temple which himſelfe had builded, had not 

the learned doors of the lawe withſtood it, hol- 

ding it vnlad full for them or any others to laye 

their handes on the Lordes Anrointed as David 

had taught: eſteeming him not onely their true 

King; but a divine Prophet and holy man of 

GOD, and at this time a perſon truly repentant 

for his ſinnes, whereof they preſumed of his par- 

don and erernall health . Next wee finde it te- 

ſtified by the Author of the latter booke of the 
Chronicles of the kinges of Iſrael and Iadah, Chap. 

II, verſe 17. that after king Solomon vas laide to 

his fathers , Iaaah for the time of three yceres 

following pleaſed G OD, walking in the waics of 

David and Solomon: not onely of David, but al. 

fo of Salomon: noting that although king Solomon 19 
walked not perfectly with the Lorde in the time 1 
of his treſpaſſes as David waiked when hee plea- | 1 
ſed GOD, yet nevertheleſſe in his latter time 
hee was reclaimed and walked againe with David 
as himſelfe did in his youth, when they both to- 
gether pleaſed the Lorde GOD and fo in chend 

B 2 reſigned 
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reſgned both himſelſe repentant and holy vnto 
Cod, and the kinę dom in the ſame e ſtate wholy to his 
ſonne Rebbau: for neither was the kingdome as yet 
divided, nor the ſtate ofieligion altered, duringtho 
daics of Solomos governmet,according as the L. had de 
creed & promiſed 1. King. 11. 12. ſaying: I wil not do it in 
thy daies. Therefore not onely Solomen is combined 
with good David touching the ſtate of religion, & the 
manner of his walking, but alſo it is teſtified that Reho- 
boars, his ſon followed the L. alſo together with the of 
Indah that fearedthe L. in the ſame way full 3.| yeeres 
after Solomon death within the which time it pleaſed 
God to fortify the kingdom of Iudah & therin to make 
Rehoboam ſtrong, Aftet this, the wile Syracides chap. 47. 
12. (among others in his time) conceiv ing wel of this 

excellẽt perſonwhõ he eſteemed an excellẽt ſainct of 
the L. & from whoſe wile ſayings his grãdfather Ieſas 

had collected many his ſentences:) hath carefully and 

reverently named & numbred him among thoſe holy 

Patriarches & fathers of the old teſtamẽt, lo worthy of 

| praiſe: where withall, although (Casa true hiſtori- 
Ographer in that parte) hee hath laide open his 
| fins, Which els were ſo apparant, as they coulde not be 
covered: yet he extolleth him with many admirable cõ 
ẽdations, & in tight conſideratiõ giveth not ſomuch 

as the leaſt aime to any doubtfulnes of either his holi- 

nes, or ſalvation, yea rather, he omitted not to ſay and 

proteft , that God forſooke not his mercy ( meaning 
that which was promiſed to David concerning Solow 
& confirmed to Seſomõ accordingly as 1 King. 1 I. 39.) 
Neither that he was vtterly deſtroyed, becauſe of his 

works, that he ſhould leaue him no poſteritie. Fourth- 
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ly Saint Matthew the Evangeliſt bringeth in King So- 
lomon in the genealogie of Chriſt our Saviour toge- 
ther with his mother among thoſe holy fathers of the 
olde Teſtament, Matt. r. 6. But chiefly, the Lorde 
Tejas himſelfe in his profound doctrines and ſermons, 
hath not diſdained this perſon : but vouchſafed to 
name him, and there-withall to remember not onely 
the wiſdom of King Solomon: but alſo that holy Houſe 
"which ne built to the Name ofthe Lord. And to de- 
clare how well he liked the ſame houſe, hedaily taught 
the people therin & ſnewed them the right vſe theroſ: 
yea, hee much diſliked, that the ſame ſhould be pro- 
phaned by vngodly & ſinful men, & therfore aſſayed 
to reduce it to his priſtin purity, when with a whip he 
drave out both the buyers and ſellers, ſaying, A 
honſe, is the houſe of Prayer for all Nations: & it was in- 
deede allvameet that the thing which was ordayned 
fora figure of his Church, and prepared to fo holy an 
vie, ſhould be ſtayned with mens prophanitie, ſo long 
as the vſe of the figure endured;which was vntill the 
time ofthe comming of the holy GH vato the A- 
poſtles, after Chriſts aſcenſion into the heavens. After 
this, that holy Protomariyr Steuen in his anſwere to 
the high Prieſt. Alles 7. ſpeaketh right reverently 
both of Solomon and of his worke : and to teſtifie, 
that the ſame had yet a further aime, then to the ordi. 
nary perſonage, or to the worke of other men, he ad- 
deth : But hee that is the higheſt of all dwelleth not in 
the Temples made with mens hands:alluding to Solomons 
wordes in the dedication of that houſe 2.Chro.6. 18. 
For right well is itſaid, that the very perſon whome 
B 3 that 
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' thatholy king prefigured, .dwelt not in that houſe 
made with handes: howbeir as cc ncerning his power 
and th'excellent graces of his ſpixite, he is ever preſent 
in and with that holy church which Solomons Temple 
hath prefigured and expreſſed. After all this (to paſſe 
over the Apoſtles and their worthie eſtimation of this 
perſon and his workes, from the which they have ta- 
| ken and cited argumentes to confirme their doctrins) 
Aug in lib. 17 all the ancient fathers of the Nicen Concil, and others 
de tivi. dei both holy and learned in the church: have not only ga 
6. 20. „ thered & received aſwel frõ hence, as from other mo- 
1 =. numets of their elders, Solomons liolines and true repeu- 
| fide. tante: but alſo have eſteemed him for a Prophet, and in 
| "Job. Driedo, their writings have called him the moſt wiſe & holy Solo- 
de Catalo. mon, But were it ſo, that thoſe things did not ſo plainly 
facr ſcript lb. appeare in the holy ſcriptures · nor could it be founde 
2. vide. in any word or writing of antiquity that Solomon, after 
Huron. in cæ his tranſgreſſiõ, did repent & covert himſelfe to the L. 
_ what reaſõ, what charitie, or what wiſdom would yet 
Ambroſ/u- caſt into ſuſpẽſe the holines & ſalvation of ſo rare & ex- 
pen Eccleſiaſ. cellẽt a perſõ, when there is not extãt any ſufficiẽt ſcrip 
et in Apolog. ture or warrãt to prove his final prophanity & eternall 
David, perdition,or that hee continued irrepentant vntill his 
| death? Nay we ought not to be ſuch ſharp cẽſorets as 
either to deny, or to bring into doubt the ſalvation of 
all thẽ whoſe ins have bin made manifeſt in the holy 
ſcriptures, albeit of their finallrepentance we finde no 
mention in plaine forme of wordes. If it were not fo, 
what ſhoulde wee iudge of Adam and Hevab, which 
hearkened to the Serpent and fell from their obedi- 
ence? of Neab which becing drunken with wine lay 
vncovered? of Lot, which was overcome and com- 
mitted: 
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mitted inceſt? of Iudab which lay with Thunur his 
daughter in law;of Szmpſon the Nazarite, who dallied 
with Dalla & ſlew himſelfe with the Philiſtines? of lo- 
ſiah which attempted an vnneceſſaty battaile againſt 
Neko the K. of AEgypt & died in the ſame? of the un 
of God, which cõtrary to the L. commãdement did eat 
bread in the old Prophets houſe & was ſlaine of a Ly- 
on, and of many ſuch others both before and ſithence 
the time of Chriſt, of whoſe ſalvatiothere is no doubt 
or queſtiõ? Neither may we think, howſoever Solomon 
offẽdedſ as he did offẽd, & that hainouſſy) that yet his 
ſins were irremiſſible & not to be pardoned, or by na- 
ture ſuch as paſſed the ſins of thoſe others of who wee 
read and belieue, that God pardoned them. Amongſt 
others, look on David ie King, look on Manaſſes: look 
on Paul and conſider Peter. Was not Davis both an 
adulterer & a murtherer? for he tooke Bethſabe, & cau- 
ſed Vriab her huſband for her ſake to be ſlain, howbe- 
it he was not ſhut out frõ repentãce, & ſo neither from 
remiſſiõ, as the ſcriptures teſtifie. What was Manaſſes ? 
the ſcriptures report, that he did evil in the ſight of the L. 
even after the abhominatios of the heathzs who the L. caſt ont 
before the chilare of Iſrael.for hee built vp all the high places 
whichHezckiah his father had deflroied & he reared vp al- 
tars for Baal & made groaves, as did Achab &. Iſrael, & 
worſhipped al the hoaſt of heat, & ſerved the & he built al. 


tars for al the hoaſt of heave, he offered hisown Son in the ſi. 


er; & gave heed unto witchcraft & ſorcery and maintained 

workers with ſpirits and tellers of fantunes, & wrought much 

wickednesin the (jeht of the L.to anger him, Againe, he led 

the people out of the way to do more wickedly 1he did the hea- 

the people And be (ſlew Iſaiah the L,prophet & ) ſhed mach 
; 3 4. | 
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innocent bloud,; till bee repleniſhed Teruſalem from corner 
zo corner, beſides his ſinne,wherewith he made Iudah 10 ſin 
and to doe evillin the ſight of the Lord. Lo! ſuch an one 
was Manaſſes: and ſuch were his ſinnes, farre beyonde 
that wee reade of Solomon! Further, what was Paul? 
was he not a Saul, a blaſphemer, a perſecutor of Chriſt 
and his Saintes? and finally did not Peter 3. times 
not onely deny his Maiſter Chriſt after he had believed 
and confeſſed him: but alſo did ſweare that hee knew 
him not? yet, lo, Mauaſſes is witneſſed to repent, and to 
finde mercie: Peter goeth out and weepeth, and the 
Lord looketh on him and ſheweth him mercie : Paul 
hath alſo obtained mercie, (as himſelfe teſtifieth) and 
ſuch(indeede) is the mercie of our good God to peni- 
tent ſinners! Now let no man thinke, that this hath 
bin ſpokẽ to encourage men in their ſins; God forbid; 
Nay rather let men by theſe fearefull examples feare' 
to ſinne and not preſume on Gods mercie, knowing 
that preſumptuous ſinnes ſhall not be freed of plagues 
when even thoſe ſinnes which are done of ignorance, 
of feare, of frailtie, or natures imperfections are not 
left without ſome meaſure of puniſhmentes: But this 
hath bin ſaid, partly to arme all men againſt deſpaire: 


© butchiefly to baniſh out of mens hearts that deep ſuſpi 


cion of Solomons finall Repentance, and the doubtfulnes 
of his eternall health with that holy Meſſiah w home 
he ſo worthily prefigured in his life. Secondly, as 
wee have ſaide of Solomon perſon : {o may wee ſay & 
reſolve of his Books, Sermons and Songs chiefely of 
his Prover ber, his Preacher and his Song of Songes, as of 


perfect veritie conſonant in allthinges to the legal, 


propheticall 


C . 
> —Ü—a—ẽ — — 


to the Reader: 
propheticall and A poſtolicall Seriptures. And ther- 
fore how ſoever ſome perſons either malicious or ig- 
norant, would obiect and except againſt any of thoſe 
by reaſon of the perſons tranſgreſſion, or of his ſtrange 
phraſes farre paſſing the vulgare and ordinatie man- 
ner of ſpeech, or the reach of their knowledge, or o 
therwiſe : wee find nevertheleſſe, that as both the au. 
thor and his workes and wordes have beene reverent- 
ly eſteemed and worthily admired of thoſe wiſe and 
honourable perſonages who lived in his time, and ſo 
neate him, that they both beheld him with their eyes 
and heard him with their eares, and from his wiſdom 
collected and preſerved that which they eſteeme 
worthie the holy regiſter, as moſt divine Oracles, pro- 
pheſies, ſentences and doctrines ſo neceſſary and pro- 
fitable for the Church: ſo alſo have thoſe wiſe & lear- 
ned Hebrues and others of regarde which ſucceeded 
them, reſolved of the ſame, which therefore they have 
likewiſe eſteemed and embraced accordingly. Ther- 


fore the godly affected Servantes ofthe right worthie pro. 2 5. 1. 
King He detial, admiring the one, and well affecting Aug. deciv. 
the other, did carefully copie out for their better ſo-4es 44.17. 


lace and inſtruction, manyof his wile parables and 2. 
grave ſayings. Therefore alſo Eſra the right learned 
Scribe, who collected and reſtored the written lawe & 
facred propheſies;diſperſed inthe vnhappy time of the 
Babylonicall captivitie, gathered and placed thoſe 3. 
former Bookes inthe Canon of the holy Scriptures, 
Therefore the Synagogue ofthe Iewes after him, and 
thataſwell before, as ſithence the time of the Lordes 
natiyitic, accepted and received thoſe his Bookes 

in 


Io. Dried in 
5 atalog. 
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in the number of the 22. which they proportioned to 

the letters ofthe holy tongue. Therefore the Chaldeaw 
tranſlators ofthe holy ſcriptures have both regarded & 

| entituled his ſayings & ſongs, Propheſe-s:Thertore Je- 
Eee! J. ſasor 7oſusrhe high prieſt being in AEgypt, & finding 
in Prolog. there many Books writtẽ in the hebrew tõgue, left there 
Augull. de ci- of the Tewes among them all copied out, collected and 
vit. dei lb.. 7. compriſed in a book many of Solomous wile words, ſen 
cap. 20. tences & divine propheſies, the which afterward, that 
| &bb.raralt. js to ſay, in the raigne of Ptolomy Euergetes the AEgyti- 
| = mo 14, an K. (a little before the daics of Iudas Macchabeus, and 
| drain; | i453; About 200, yeeres before the birth of Heſſtah)one Te. 

| ad (hromat . ſus the ſonne of Sirach which was the ſon oftheſame 

Hag. 1.1. Toſuahafteting that which his grandfather had colle- 

Zach. 3. 1. cted, did interpret or tranſlate the ſame fro the hebrew 

Ie. Driedo in into the Grezke tongue: acknowledging himſelfe ther. 

| Catabg;ſir, jn to bee not the Author, but the tranſlator. There- 

5 The, 2 fore Phils the learned leme who lived in the time of o- 

7% nas the high prieſt (beeing about an hundred and 

threeſcore yeeres before the birth of the moſt holy 
Meſſiab) gathered of his words, doctrines and praiers 

and compriſed them in a Booke, the which he entitu- 

led Solomons wi ſedome, therein confeſſing from whence 

he had takenthem, namely from Solomen: Albeitthere 

be, which attribute this collection to one Philo, who 

lived and wrote in the time of C. Caligula the romane 

Emperour about the 38. yeare aſter the nativity of our 

Lorde Chriſt: yet, which of either of them collected, 

the learned Fathers have taken and eſteemed, for 

the very Author thereof, Solomon the King of Tract 


| | who 


to the Reader: 
who (as they | conſidered) hath therein ſpoken and 
delivered not only many wiſe and godly precepts and 
doctrines for the inſtitution ofa godly man: but alſo 
divers ſingular propheſies, as of the comming and 
croſſes of Meſſiah: of the tyranny and Apoſtaſie of 
the Iewes, of the paines of the teprobates in hell, and 
of the ioyes of the elect in heaven. Laſtly hee hath 
remembred for all poſterities, that moſt excellent 
prayer which Solomon made and vſed to the Lord to 
get wiſedome, the which is begunne at the beginning 
of the ninth chapter, and continued even vnto the end 
of that booke. And although this booke is not found 
written in the hebrew tongue: yet fhall not that with- 
ſtand the opinion of the ancient fathers, ſeeing it may 
bee, the right hebrew Coppie periſned( among ſome 
other of Solomons bookes) in the vnhappy captivitie 
of I/rael and Iuda, and that this notwithſtanding, 
might bee preſerved and kept, as before that time ta⸗ 
ken and copied out by thoſe ſtrangers which either 
came to him, heard his wiſdome and laid vp all things 
intheir heart: or the which, having affinitie and ami- 
tie with him (as had PHarao King of AEgypt, and 
Hyram King of Tyrus) procured that thoſe his words 
and wiſe ſentences ſhoulde be copied out, interpreted 
and tranflaied into their ſeverall languages, as wee 


ſee the like to bee wrought for vs in this time. Ag. deciv. 


Therefore not onely the auncient Nicen Councel 
(wherein wereaſſembled no leſſe in numberthen 318 


15 


17 


cap. 20. 
Hier. lil de 


- Biſhoppes inthe raigne of bleſſed Canſtautine) but alſo vir.iliuftrs 


the ſemblable Fathers ofthe Church after that, as they Cypr. in ſuis 


thought honourably of the perſon, have not onely ac- epi#.paſſim 


cepted 


j ® 


table forthe Church, — 2 

docrines of King Solomon interpte- 
dpreſerved in manner and forme bo · 
e Noreen, being well waigh. 
2 2. edc one thing conſidered —— another, what ſhould 
ſocbid vs to conclude forthe bolineſſe of king Solomon 
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The Arewmemt, 
4 That printely gem, hom all the world admire 
| For viſedome, wealth, renowneand palling praiſe, 

| Who of Ichovah God had his deſire, Woo 
And felt at full the pleaſure of mans daies: 

Doth change at length the methode of his waics: 
That hee, w ho erſt, as Cherxb ſhin d in place, 
Is now deform d and wailes his deep diſgrace. 


= This who ſo fees, or heares him talke or tell, 


Aie mervailes much, and feares yet more, what ſhalÞ he 


Enſew thereof to him and [I ſracl: 

Portending plaine to eacha ſodaine fall. 

T h'effe&s of ire, and taſte of bitter gall, - ade) 
For why, whenſuch great princes paſſe them hence, 
The land laments and peace ſtands in ſuſpence, _ . 
Therefore his Lordes could well adviſe no leſl; 

But that the cauſc inveſtigated be: —_—_ 


Yetlo, themſelves they firſt pretend to free 
From iuſt offence againſt his maieſtie. 
But, ah alas in fine they finde the thing 
That cauſed care in Solomon their King. 
But notwithſtanding that, they timely tell 


That he the true QAſſiab figureth well, 

And ſaindt elect and princely prophet is, 
They teſtify, and yeeld him that is his, 

Alſo his wordes emphaticall and hie, 

They note, collect and keepe in memorie. | 

Whoſe totall ſumme and ſcope menmay adviſe, 

That they contemane this wretched world, and bend 

To bourd the bliſle — skies, | 

Which aie ſtands firme, when allthe world doth end. 

And this is that whercto the King doth tend: 

Repenting and redeeming priſtine daies, 

By merite of Heſſiab to his praies. 


And ſoone removed, thatall th effects might ceaſe. 


Ot his returne, his pardon life and bliſſ : 
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The Prefie 


The names of Kin ng « Solomons Prin- 


ces and Lords aſſembled in this 


Councell and conference 
1. King. 4. 


. | 12 Prince or chiefe Lord, the ſonne of Za. 


Heliorephand Ahiah the Secretaries, Scribes or Nota- | 
ries of the king, the ſonnes of Shiſhe, - | 
Ny at, the Recorder ot regiſter of the kings Chro- 
1 cles, annales or geſts, the ſonne of Abad, 
Raab, the Capraine ofthe Kings garde, or general 
of his hoaſtes the ſonne of Ieboida. 


Aadolł, the chiefe Prieſt. | 
| AbiatherthePrieſt, who n attended and 


miniſtred in Zadoks ſteede. 
©AMFarieh,the ſecond ofthat name, who had his place 
and authoritie over the kinges collectors of his tri- 
butes, the ſonne of Nathes. 
Zabuda Prieſt, the kings familiar friend, chiefe Secreta- 
rie or Counſailor, the ſonne of Nathan. | 


 Hbiſpar, aLorde Whom the ling had placed oyer his 


houſholde, as maiſter of his Palace. 


5 Adoniram, a Lorde, whom the king had ſet over the 


Tributes, as Lord Threaſurer of the . the 
—_ of adi. | | 
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KING SOLOMON 
His Solace. fn” 


Cur. 1. 


of King Solomon his glorious Slate, his 
Tranſgre ſſion and his Aqfliction. 


N Bout the thꝛer thouſand, one Hundzed 

SJ and tenth peare after the creation of the Annal. ach 

wozld, that right noble and moſſ fa - Script. 

Fin mous Ring Solomon, the beſt heloued Codaman 

22 \y ſonne ol Ring David, (that man of Fol. 21.27. 
Gods pleaſure and ſweet Pſalm of 
= Iſrael) lined andraigned oner Hrael, 
the Loꝛds cholen people, inthe moſt ta- 
nowned cittie Hieruſalẽ. As this Solomo was both choſen g 
nominated by the Loꝛde his God, ere that hee was boꝛne, bp 
his grace appointed to ſuctede his Father King Dauid in the 
thꝛone of that happy Ringdome, and by his ſingular wiſedome 
to goe in and out befoze . ſo ao, in kara of * 


King Solomon 


it came fo paſſe, that by the direction of diuine pꝛouidence, the 
me anes of his right pꝛudent Mother, the willing conſent and 
woꝛd ok his kinglie father, and the faithfulminiltry ol Zadock 
the Pꝛieſt and Nathan thepꝛophet hee was annointed, crobo⸗ 
ned and pꝛotlaimed king ouer Iſrael, euen in the life-time of 
Ling Dauid, who thereupon gaue him the charge of the regal 
Stepter pꝛaiſed lehouah his God with ioy and gladnes, and 
pꝛayed hartily vnto his ſupꝛeme grace, foꝛ the future peace and 
pꝛoſperity of his Sonne Solomon as wherein he might build 
an houſe to his moſt excellent Pateſfie the God of Ifrae!, and 
pꝛepare the Sanctuarp foz euer. Whereupon Solomon late 
on the ſcat ofthe Loꝛd, t was king in the ſterde ol Dauid, and 
God p2oſpered and encreaſed him in dignitie, and gaue him ſo 
gloꝛious a kingdome as the like no king euer had befoꝛe him in 
Iſrael, This was that Solomon to whome the Loꝛd appea- 
red in Gibeon, and willed him to aske whatſoeuer hee would, 
that it might be gluen vnto him, ande beeing pet but a childin 
peeres) he pꝛaied to God fo2 an vnderſtanding heart, to iudge 
the Lo2ds people: with the which pꝛaier ofhis, the L oꝛd being 
right well pleaſed, filled him with vnderſtanding as with a 
floud that his mind couered the whole earth, and repleniſhed it 
with pꝛofound and graue ſentences, his name went abzode in 
the Iles, and foꝛ his peace he was beloued: the countries mer · 
uailedat him foꝛ his Songs, Pꝛouerbs, ſimilitudes t Interpꝛe- 
tations, Moꝛeouer by the name of the Lord God, the God of 
Iſrael, he gathered Gold as Tin, and heaps of Siluer as Lead 
whereby he became famous befoze all the kings of the earth, to 
the ioy ofhis people, the wonder ol the nations, and the gloꝛie 
bol his God. This was that Solomon, who in the time ofhis 
peace and pꝛoſperitie, and namelie about foure hundꝛeth and 
foureſco2e peeres after that the childꝛen of Iſrael, (by the con⸗ 
duct of Moſes) came fo2th of the land of Egypt, built vato the 
name of Iehouah his God, a magnificet houſe, anhoule of ex- 
ceeding great glozie, namelie that moſt beautifull Temple of 
Godin Hieruſal em, accoꝛding to the purpoſe of the Lozd and 
that iuſt rule, which Dauid his father receiuing from the Lo2d 
gaue vnto him, befoze his death. In the end this admirable 
 wozkeperkecthe finilhed with all thinges both neceſſarte and 
conuenient 
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and pꝛapers, appeared to him the ſecond time, ſaping, that hee 1. King 4. 
had both heard his pꝛaper and interceſſion which hee had made | | | 
befoze him, and had halowed the houſe which hee had built fo . = 
put his name there foꝛeuer, and that his heart ſhouldbee "M 
there perpetuallie. Furthermoze, this magnanimious King 

fo2 the better maintenance and pzeſeruationof his royal eſtate 

pꝛouided himſelle twelue certain Officers accozding to theni- 

ber, as well of the twelue months in the peere, as of the twelue 

tribes of Iſraell appointed and authoꝛiſed euerie ol them in his 

turne, fo leuie, collect, receiue and pꝛouide from thoſe places and 

perſons, which were within their ſeuerall diniſions, all luch 

victuals and other neceſſaries as might bee requiſite foꝛ the 

kings per ſon and familie. The which Officers were theſe viz. , _ 

Che ſonne of Hur, the ſonne of De kar, the ſon ol Cheſed, the Ame” Pen 
ſonne of Abinadab, Baana the ſonne of Ahilud, the ſonne of © : 
Gaber, Ahinadab the ſanne of Iddo;Ahimaaz; Baana the 

ſonne of Huſai, Iehoſophar the ſonne of Paruah: Semei the 

ſonne ol Ela: Qaber the ſonne of Vri. Theſe Officersbeinge- 

lected with diſcretion and ſo appꝛoued, were not the childꝛen 

ok Belial, as pʒoud, couetous, luxurious, extoꝛtioners, bribers, 
oppꝛeſſoꝛs, fighters, bꝛawlers, oꝛ ſuch as were either noted oꝛ 
ſuſpectedof ante wicked vice, but ol a goodlie conſtitut ion, pꝛu· 

dent, ingenious, ol good capacitie, gentle courteous, ol good con 
ſtience, obedient to the lawes, honeſt and faithfull in their pla 

ces. therein aunſwering to the interpzetations of their ſeuerall 

names either pꝛoper oꝛ appellatiue. Wherebyking Soloms 

was not onely molt ropaily ſerued with all kind of pꝛincly P20 
uiſion of houlhoulde,but had his ſtoze-honſes replete with thaf 
which was timely repoſed therein foz the ſame, and like 
vſes. Howbelt Solomon beeing moſt pꝛudent did euer e- 

C 2. | ſteeme 


| Ringe ſtore · 


huouſle. 


King Solomon 
ſcerme his people and ſuviectts fo2 his beſt ſtoꝛe-houſe, ſo wel 
ſemblant,(I ſap not to the open fieldes, but) to that good D2- 
chard oꝛ Gardine, well (et with diners kindes of tres, which 
haue inthem not onely manybꝛanches. boughs, leaues c ſtems 

erected, but aboundance of fruit, wholeſome and pꝛodtable foꝛ 
mans vle, eſpecially then, when the ſame is welhuſbandzed,ne- 


dellities reſpected, iniuries lalued x particular cauſes wel waigh 


Solomons ſer- 
vants in houſe. 


K. Solomons 
principal 


Lords. 


[;King 4. , 
I, Chro. 28. 
Exod, 18, 20. 


ed. And trulp, to andfo2 this end had king Solomon thoſe pꝛu- 
dent and meete pꝛepoſitours, knowing that by ſuch perſons the 
affaires, are commonly well managed and perfozmed: but on 
the contrarie the ſubiects occaſioned iuſtly to murmure, wilbe 
eaſily pcrſwaded to rebell againſt the king and his gouernmẽt 
and mens cogitations, erſt pure, may be ſoꝛely coꝛrupted, eſpe · 
ciallp if they perceiue. that they which ſtand in place ol autho; 
rity ſhal not obſerue that which themſelues bid and command. 
which both defaceth their authoꝛity and deſtroieth the god na 
ture ot᷑ many a man. x Alſo the king fo2 his pꝛiuate ſeruants 
in houſe had them which were ol eſpeciail choice, as who foz 
their wiſedome, ſtrength, agilitie, actiuitie, induſtrie, good diſ- 
poſition, manners humanity, patience, docilitie, conſtancie, 
truſt, fidelitie and the leare of the L.02d, were not only beſt fit 
to ſtand beloꝛe him, to gard him to ſerue him, to attend his rop- 
all pꝛeſence and perſon, but alſo to heare his wiſedome, to ap- 
pꝛehend his iudgements to note his behaufour, to imitate his 
graces, and to be interpꝛeters of his wil and wozd vnto others 
And indeed theſe and ſuch are woꝛthie ſo noble a malſter, and 
well it becommeth a king of that puiſſance and magnanimity 
to be ſerued and attended on by ſuch choſen ſeruants. But a- 
boue all the reſt the king had certaine pꝛincipall and pꝛincelie 
Lordes, by whoſe graue counſaple, iudgement, pꝛudence, good 
aduiſe and pꝛouidence both the king himſelle was aſſiſted, con 
ſolated and pꝛeſerued in gouernment, and the atfaires ofthe 
whole kingdome of Iſrael! the better diſpoſed, oꝛdered and per 
foꝛmed, that accoꝛding to the deſier and charge of his father 
Ring Dauid who was not vnmindfull ol that pꝛudent coun- 
ſalle which ſometimes wiſe Jethro gane Moſes in the right 
ble wherof, himſelle was eaſed and ayded, and the people time 
ly ludged and well gouerned. And theſe are the names, ol thoſe 
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pꝛincipall Lordes. biz. 1. Azariah. z. Helioreph. 3. Ahiah. 4. 
Iehoſophat. 5. Benaiah. 6. Zad ock. 7. Abiathar. 8. Azari- 
ah. . Zabud. t o. Ahiſnar. 1 1. Adoniram. Azariah the firſt 
of that name, was an eſpeciall Loꝛde, attending and aſſiſting 
the kings perſon. Hel:oreph and Ahiah were the kings wiſe 
Setretaries, Scribes, oꝛnotaries. Iehoſophat wasthe kings 
Recoꝛder ofthe geſtes, oꝛ Chꝛonicles. Benaiah was the gene- 
ral Captaine ouer the kings hoſtes, in the which office his ſuc- 
ceeded Captaine Ioab.Zadocke was the chiefe ꝛieſt pꝛefer 
red to that function and place after that Abiathar was degra- 
ded and put away foz his confederacie with Adoniah againſt 
King Solomon, Abiathar(the ſame befozenamed among the 
Loꝛdes) was a pꝛieſt who ſometimes miniſtred and attended 
in the ſteede and place of Z adock. Azariah the ſecond of 
that name, was a pꝛudent Loꝛde whome the King had placed 
ouer thoſe twelue Purueyozs oꝛ officers befo2e named. Za- 
bud was the ſonne of Nathan, àa Pꝛieſt, and the Kinges friend 
and familiar companion. Ahiſhar was ſet ouer the Minges 
Pallace:# Adoniram hadthe anthozitp fo2 the Tributes, as 


high Treaſurer of the kingdome. As all and euery ofthoſe A qcfcription 
L o2ds were ol no meane choice, but ſome ofthem ſuch as were of King so- 
commended and left vnto him by his Father Pauid foꝛ wiſe x 1 
graue Counſaplozs,and the Sonnes of Nobles: ſo were they 


moſt exquiſifely qualified and adozned with ſuch pꝛincely ver- 
tues, as appertaine to perſonages of that ranke. As firft, they 
were adoꝛned with that perfection ol their mebers, as beſt fit- 
ted thoſe affaires to and foz the which they were elected and put 
in place. ext they wanted not the goodnes ol appꝛehenſion 
to vnderſtand whatſoener was ſpoken wozthy audiẽce. Third 
ly they were graced with an excellẽt memozy. to retain things 
heard and appꝛehended, peelding nothing neceſſarie the reme- 
Lance, tothziftles obliuion. 4. they polleſſed a pꝛofound con⸗ 
ſideration and derpe conceit concerning ſuch difficulties as oc- 
curred. 5. A courteous affabilitie,pleafing ſpeech and ready elo; 
quence, but ſo, as therein their tongues concoꝛded with their 
heartes. 6. A learned skill in the liberallſciences. / Theywere 
in woꝛd fait hlull louers of the truth, contemners of lyes, com- 
poſite in FAR t well complexi- 
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oned. S : Alſo free and without any iuſt ſuſpition of ebzietie, 
jururie, carnall luſts, and notoʒious offences. 9. Men right 
magnanimions in their purpoles, and allecting the true bonoz. 
10. Not touetous minded but contemning Gold, Siluer and o 
ther accidental things of the woꝛld, in regard of their dutie fo 
God, to their king and the connnon - wealth, wherein they had 
und ret apned a moſt faithfull lone, as well of rangers as ol 
their neighbours. 11. As they had a loue both to the iuſt, and 
to iuſtice:ſo alſo hated they al kind of iniuries odious offences, 
peeling euery ene his right, aiding the oppzeſſed and thoſe 
which ſuſtained wꝛong not making at any time the ſtrength 
of their authoritie, their rod ol reuenge to beate them, whom 
they affected not in good will, but remaning away all iniuſtice 
and ſhew of oppꝛeſſion, they ſet no difference betwene perſons 
and degrers ol men, but only betweene cauſes, as equitie regut- 
red. 12. Thep had like wile a firong and perſeuering purpole in 
th execution of things met the perkoꝛmance, audacious, deuoid 
ol puſillanimity oz feare. 13. They knew well the iſſues of all 
expences, noꝛ were they ignoꝛant ot any vtilitie appertinent to 
good gouernment, as whereby the poꝛe ſubiects might not be 
iuſtly occ aſioned to exclame oꝛ complaine ofhard oz cruel dea 
lings. 14. They were neither woꝛders, oꝛ giuen to higb laugh - 
ters, noꝛ gameſters, no? common players, oꝛ ſuch like, but 
graue, modeſt, ſilent, temperate and courteous:15. readie to 
heare ſuch as came to ſeke iuſtice, as whereby the king might 
be eaſed of that burthen and posꝛe men ſatiſſied in their iuſt re 
queſts.1 6, They had the ingenie and vertue to inuelligate, vn 
derſtand and make knowne to the king the whole elkatp⸗ and 
pꝛintipall affaires of his kingdome. 17. They were both able & 
willing to cheare the ſubiects, to coꝛrect their actions; to lalue 
their ſoꝛes, to conſolate the allicted, to tolerate the ſimplicitie 
ol the ignozant bya fatherly connivance, and to gouerne not 
only the whole, but euery particular member of the common 
wealth. : 8. Laſtip. thep had a chiete regarde ol their oath to 
God and the king, as Solomon himſelfe, aduiſed them, fearing 
God and keeping his commandements, wherein the whole du⸗ 
ty not onelp er euery man, but eſpecially of ſuch pzincelp perſo- 
nages conſiltety, And this Solomon wellobleruing, as hee 
N had 
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had an her oicall ſpirite, ſo pzoccededhe fo conſider ot, and to re- 
ward their good deſerfs accoꝛding to their ſeruices done, and 
after the terme of the impoſition ok his will, that they might 
kurther be encouraged in their places of gouernment :but thoſe 
placed he in the higheſt grade of rennmeratton, whole good ſer⸗ 
nice he had appꝛoued moſt pꝛofitable: and lo oꝛderly euery one 
of the reſt aſter his place had both his qualification 4 rewarde 
of the ſameʒ foꝛ the king being conuerſant with thoſe his poin· 
ces, he honoured the honour woꝛthy, and held cuery one in his 
ſozte, he inuited to his owne Table this dap one, the next daya⸗ 
nother, adoꝛning this man now, and that man then, accoꝛding 
to his degree: Neither was anp one of them neglected oꝛ left 
without lome taſte of his bountp⸗ ea his cleinencp, liberalitp 
1 grace was apparent to all,fo2 he was neuer ofthe mind oꝛ 
ſemblante, to be couetous towards his ſubiects, whiles he 
was bountifull to himſelfe, but as J ſatd,bountifull to all but e- 
ſpecially to thoſe his pꝛintes and them which had beſt deferned 
in their kaithlull ſernices. Now, by this the ſooner, the true re- 
ligton floꝛiſhed, tbe common-wealth of 1irae! pꝛoſpered, and 
the higheff ofail was wonderfull well pleaſed with the king, 
with his Nobles and with the people in thoſe his happy dates, 
wherein as he was not inferiour to any Pꝛince in the whole 
woꝛld:ſo neither was the kingdome ol 1ſrael thereby leſſe p20- 
fperous then any kingdome on the earth: pea, this nation and 
their policie was to all others (bp many degrees) pꝛelerred 
though this grace and bleſſing of the Loꝛd both on them and 
their king. Truly theſe be the things which the noble Conn 
ſaplozs of kings and Pzinces moſt reſpect, accoꝛding to the 
right of their degrers, the dianities ol their kunctions, the duties 
of their places and the diuine pꝛeſcription knowing this to be 
the verte end ol their pzeferments, and the ſame which linally 
crowneth them that are wozthte with the higheſt honour, as 
we haue ſerne it verified in the examples of Abraham, Moſes 
Iehoſuah, Ioſeph, Samuel, and Dauid the Ringes Father. 
Mhereas the neglect, oꝛ abuſe of this pꝛincely duty (which is 
often found in them which ambitioully aſpire fo2 their pꝛoper 
pleaſures vain gloꝛpv oz filthy lucre)bath occaſioned euen migh- 
ty men in the wozid ſhamekully to couch and lall do ne under 
C 4 ij ignemy 


King Solomon 
fanoiny and finally to dye without any honour,as we may be- 
| hold * fearefull examples of Cain, Nimrod, Achitophel 
Ioab, Shimei, Adonia, Doeg and manp ſuch like. 


But yet behold: After many pꝛolperous and floziſhing vaſes 
ol peace and pleaſing tranquillity.this wiſe king. enen Solomõ 


began moꝛe and moꝛe to decipher his infrmities andto mant * 


feff himſelfe ( as indeede he was )a moꝛ tall, pea, a ſinlull man. 
Fo2 as Sathan, who had longtime en vied his happy ſtate and 
royall dignity, ſuggeſted euill in his heart, and tempted him, to 
ſinne againſt Ie houah his God, thereby entending to oner- 
whelme him e his kingdome, as ſometimes he aſſaped to effect 
againſt righteous Iob ; whereon te Loꝛd, who had thus long 
ſtaide him vp with his diuine power, permitted him (at the 
length) to lal, that foꝛ ſome good cauſes to himſelſe wel known, 
bowbeit within the compaſſe ol ſuch a limit and meaſure, as he 
ſhould not defect and lall away krom him koꝛ euer. But King 
Solomon was (as it were) foꝛ a time committed, I ſay not to 
Sathan, but to himſelfe, who beeing ſo leff, notwithſtanding 
his exceeding great wiſedome t loveraigne derteritie in iudge · 
ment, ſoone fo2gat himſelle, his condition, his dutp, and the law 
of his God: x following after the ſenſuall humour of a humain 
mind and pꝛabe aﬀection, he bowed his lopnes vnto Women, 
pea to many outlandiſh x ſtrange Women, contrarpto th x- 
pꝛeſſe commandement of Ichouah his God: whereby in his el- 
der dapes, being quite ouercome in his bodie, turning away his 
hart from the Loꝛd, and affecting thoſe vaine Gods, which his 
wiues woꝛſhipped, he wzought wickednes befoze Ichouah his 
God, and walked not vpꝛightly in his law: by doing whereof, 
he ſtained his honour, deſiled his poſterity, bꝛought wꝛath on 
his childꝛen, and lelt ſo2row foꝛ his folly. Fo2 the Loꝛd who had 
beloꝛe graced and magnified him, being tuſtly pꝛouoked, was 
very angry with him and in his fierce (et iuſt) wzath not only 
minaced the diuiſion ol his kingdome in the dayes ol his Suc- 
cefſo2, namely Rehoboam, but ſtirred vp againſt him to that 
end, euen in his latter time, ſundꝛy Satans oz aduerſaries, who 


ener croſſing # thwarting his peace x purpoſes, dꝛenched him 


with manie bitter potions, to the nopſome diſturbance of that 
| velled tranquillity which his name impozted, th excer ding 
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ſozrow ol his people daply vexed with incurſions of enemies, 
and the continuall agony olhis oppꝛeſſed foule, which both day 
and night felt the gnawing ola reſtles woꝛme within his conſci 
ẽce. And here we obſerue two memorable things loꝛ admoniti- 
on and inſtruction to all poſterities, ſirſt, what is the nature of 
man with his condition when hee is lelt oꝛ committed to bim 
ſelfe,not ſtaped oꝛ alliſted by the diuine grace. Next howlittle 
the Lozd God regardeth them that turne their harts'frb him, 
how wiſe oꝛ magnificent ſoeuer they bee in their places befoze 
men. Me know, hoh true and too often that is verified which 
King Dauid ſaid in his godly meditations: that man being in 
honour hath none vnderſtanding and thereloꝛe is compared to 
that Beaſt which periſheth. Foz thus Adam the Loꝛd of the 
whole earth, beeing left vnto himſelle with Lady Hevah his 
wife(though in the moſt blelſed Pallace of pleaſant Paradiſe) 
within ſhozt time tranſgreſſed the commaundement, and ex 
pꝛeſſed folly. Thus Pꝛince Noah, after his laboztous trauails 
on the huge deluge, at length being at eaſe,and (as it were) co- 
mitted to himſelle, was made dꝛuncken with wine, and lay vn 
couered befoze his childꝛen. Thus good Lot, alter that Sodom 
was burned and himſelfe but a little refreſhed fell into both the 
ſinne of dꝛunkennes and inceſte. Thus Iſrael both in the wil- 
dernes, and in the land ol Canaan, lranked and pampered with 
pꝛoſperitie, wherein they too much admired their owne valour 
koꝛgat the L oꝛd, went a whoaring alter ſtrange Gods and kell 
to ruin. Saul the late king plaied a plain rebell againſt the Loꝛd 
(as Samuel told him) in the height of his wealth, Yea, thus 
Dauid the father of K.Sotsmon, being a whiles permitted to 
try bimſelle and his might; tranſgreſſedandconteſſed his folly, 
Lo ſuch is mans nature xp2ave inclinatio,ſemblant to thepon- 
derous lead oꝛ Jron, which declineth to the bottom of the wa- 
ter whereon it is caſt, when as it is not by ſome arte o2 meanes 
{faid from ſinking: 02 as the vine which groweth pꝛoud and out 
ofconrſe without timelyp2unng:yea, they be not vnlike (fou- 
ching theirmiſſoztumes) thoſelittle Chickens, which runne 
fo2th to the Uultures;andthe ſily Lambes which offer them- 
lelues a pzapto the Fores, without regard of their pꝛoper dis 
tokepe oʒ dʒaw them way. Pen thereloze, yea the beit —— 
s * m 


King Solomon, 
Molt frong men ould feare, and not deſire fo bee leff vnto 
their owne wils,wiſedome, power andhabilitie: but pzay and 
deſier ts be continually p2ofected,governed and directed by the 
diuine tounſaples andp2ovidence, knowing that God beeing 
their Father doth euermoꝛe care and pꝛouide foz them, which 
being humbled in his le are depend on his will x direction. Next 
p, we ſer that the L oꝛd neither blefeth noꝛ graceth the which 
leaue him and his ſer vice, how mighty, wiſe, rich oꝛ glozious 
ſoeuer they be: but in this he eſtermeth the king as a Captiffe, 
the Emperour as a loꝛetch, the rich as a beggar, the wife as a 
fole:noz will he vouchſale them hondur, who diſhonour him. 
N92 indeede hath he freedhis own from the touch ol miſetie in 
meaſure, when they tranſgreſſed. Adam and Hevah were eri⸗ 
led Paradiſe: Noah was wade aſhamed: David mas flopſed 
with many alllictions. So neyther will the Lo2d that any per⸗ 
ſon of whatſoeuer eſtate oꝛ condition, ſhonld aſſure himſelle of 
peace and pꝛoſperity longer, then whiles hee liueth in peace 
with his maker, dependeth on him by faith in Meſſiah and 


King Solomon ſeryeth him in ſingleneſſe of heart. All this the King af 


began now to 
knowhis tranſ- 


grelfion, and Splrite, which now began to reclaime, and call him home 


$0 returne. 


length wiſely conſidering (by the bleſſed motion of the diuine 


againe : ) ſodainely alfred the conſtitution of minde and 
changed his behauiour (as Dauid did, after that the L626 
created a new heart, and renewed the right ſpirite, within 
him) And thereupon he became enenas another man. Foz 
now, knowing both his hepnous tranigreſſion, andthe danger 
of his own poꝛe ſoule: fozeſeing the imminent alteration of 
his high eſtate, and the great perill of bis people: andf&ling 
the heauy finger of that inſf God, and his dzeadfuil wzath 
already burning as a conſuming fer in his conſcience ; he 
was as a man ffricken with a deadly arrow, he waxed both 
pale and wan in the fearelull agonies of his moſt ſoꝛry ſoule, 


that face which ſyined ſometimes as a bꝛight Angel, was 


defozmed with the aboundance of his watry teares : and 
whereas he ved to ſit ropally on his ſtately Thꝛone. he did 
nowchole to lpe all alone on the cold earth: he wapled all 
the dap, and watched euery night, rent his kingly cloathes 
call aſpes au his head: mingled his dzinke with his teares, 


and 


M8 

- £2 74 

%% 

"3 

' 22 
9 


„ 


Fr Wi Fr ett eee 
«US EE ODT Et TIN 
PT 
4 EE ALLOA IIS E 7 
8 r . 3 Ent II; 3 


his Solace. 1 
and watred his cowch with the ſame, fighed ſozily, and 1a- 


mented boolully: abandcned as donge all his fozmer pleaſures 
and contemned as vanitte the delights of men. Moꝛeouer all 
his woꝛds, which were befozeſo pleaſant and hony ſweete to 
the hearing, now ſauoured of moztification and ſozrow, ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſing the vnmeaſurable tozmerit of his wokull ſoule. Alas! 
who would haue thought, that ſuch a noble perſon could haue 


The fraile cg. 
dition of mans 


beeneſoſodaineiy turned about and allred ? Who could bes nature, 


leeue, that ſuch paſſing great pleaſures ſhouid be determined 
in paines? ſuch comloꝛtatiues conuerted into coꝛaſiues: ſuch 
gladneſſe into griefes : ſuch pꝛoſperitie into aduerſitie : ſuch 
felicitie into miſerp, in ſo ſgoꝛt a time, in ſo noble a perſonage? 
But yet we may mar vvaile the leſle, if we duelpconſiver not 
onelpthat the King (though fo ile, Rich, and Glozious) 
is pet but a Pan, to whom are incident both ſinnes, ly- 
dings t falles: but alſo that ſuch are the miſeries, infirmities, 
afflictions and conditions of this life : And that whenſoeuer 
the Loꝛd God in his iuſt iudgements either openly oz ſecrets 
ly beateth and punicheth a man fo? his faults, that man is 
all vnable eilher to withſtand thoſe ſcourges, oz fo abide in 
his honour o2 pꝛoſperous eſtate, to retaine his health oz wel⸗ 
fare either ol body oꝛ minde, be ing wozthply conſtrained ta 
cowch and giue place to him which is much ſtronger then 
be, and to prelde to him with whom no man can pleade, noꝛ 
anſwere one loꝛ athouſand, (as Iob ſaid in the like conſide⸗ 
ration.) Mith this J call to minde that which the Kings Fa- 
ther was wont to modulate, ſinging vnto the Loꝛd his God: 
M hen thou for ſinne amortall man doe ſt beate, 

He wanes away, and waæeth woe, and wan: 

Auch like the garment ,which the moath dothfreate : ” 

So waine à thing (indeede) is mortall man. 

Lo, here map we ſee the fickle condition ol man. e the na« 


Pſal.; 9, 12. 


ture of his pꝛoſperitie in this lile! Well may he be con pared , gude 
therein to the flower of the flelde (as both Iob, and David y1.jc fe meek 
ſaith :) foꝛ like as the flower is not onely led and refreſhed forth mans 
with the pleaſant ſhowers ol rame, 4 the comfoztable beames 2 we n, 

» 44;7, 


of the Sunne, and groweth and ſhineth in the beauty of di- 


yers colours, but alſo, within a very ſhozt time, is _ 
0 altred, 


for them that 


King Solomon 
altred, and defozmed now with tbe pearching heate of the 
Canicular Starre, then with the pinching froffs of Boreas 
windes: Euen lo is man: fo2 he commeth vp, he floztlheth, 
he ſhineth, be is glozions in his place, ſo long as it pleaſeth 


God to giue him the ſweete beames of pꝛoſperitie and honoz 
in this wozld: but this is not permanent: foꝛ as man will 


not abide in honoz, ſo neither is it meete he ſhould be fill fo- 
fired and lulled here in the cradle of felicitie : foz by this, he 
foꝛgets himſelfe and his eſtate: yea, he foꝛgetteth God that 
made him, and fozfaketh the ſame which redeemed him: 
Therefoze the Loꝛd is beſt pleaſed, that he ſhould be exerciſed 
with thoſe afflictions which commonly follow after wozldlp 
pleaſure and pꝛoſperitie, being indeede as a common p2ono- 
ſtication of ſozrow and aduerſitie. Neither is there any 
thing to be looked foz in this life, as both the ſayings ol the 
wile, the ancient hiſtoꝛies, the pꝛoper ſimilitudes of things, 
and the pꝛeſent examples of ſuch euents doe plainely teach 
and inſtruct vs. In the ſenſe and experience therefoze- ol theſe - 
things, what is there found of any conſtancie, oz of any ſtabi⸗ 
lity, oz of any continuance in mans life? As man himſelle 
is lraile, ſo are all thoſe accidents appertenant to his hu⸗ 
mane nature, tranſitozy, Thereloꝛe, not onely the pocze man, 
but alſo the rich man: pea not onely the beggers, but the moſt 
Royall Pꝛinces are ſubiect fo this alterations and vanities. 


Good counſell In the due conſideration wherol, men _— not ſomuch mar⸗ 


live in this 


| world, 


vaile at the ſodaine chaunges ol others, and at the inconſtancy 
of theſe woꝛldly things, as they ſhould endeuour to learne 
to beware that they depend not on the deceaveable vanities 
ok this life: and to take heede, that they ware not pꝛoud, no2 
fo:getfull of their maker, and of their owne eſtate and condi⸗ 
tion, in the fond abuſe of the things which are not their owne, 
but as lent vnto them to be ved to the honoꝛ of God & their 
olrne neceſſities. Laſtly, ſcing that theſe things be ſo vn⸗ 
tertaine they ſhould in time pꝛouide to lay vp foꝛ themſelues 
thoſe treaſures which are permanent and map ſterde them to 


their higheſt content, in the feare and lone ol bim that bleſſeth 


and pꝛolpereth all them that neuer turne their faith from 
| The 
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The ſecond Chapter, 


K ”g Solomons Lords, perceiuing the ſtrange alteration of their 
Soueraigue waxe very ſorowfull: they enquire for the cauſe, and 


endenour to prenent the future inconveniences. 


Hileſt all thoſe thinges were inaction, ap- 
ſci parent euen befoze Strangers, talked of o- 

penly and laid in the common ballance to 
be peazed and cenſured ol euery man, Ring 
Solomons noble Pꝛintes and chiefe Loꝛds 


there partlp to conferre of the affaires of the 
kingdome,fo2 the high gloꝛy of Ichouah their God, the bene- 
fite of the common-wealth and the right honour oftheir So⸗ 
ueraigne Loꝛd:partly to inueſtigate andſearch fo2 the cauſes 
of this the kings ſoꝛrolu and ſodaine alteration: the which they 
wold aſſap to remone o2 mitigate, accc2ding to their wiſoom, 
knowledge and be habilitie. LUherein they manifeſted them- 
ſelues dutilull to their God, p2ofitable to che weale-publique 
and regardfull of their kings health and pꝛoſperity, which are 
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the pꝛincipall things that noble Counſaploꝛs and the wozthp ſailors to thee 
ſeruants offuch Soueraignes, ſhould in their ſupꝛeame places Ning. 


reſpect with all kidelitie. Now vpon a ſodaineZabud the pꝛieſt, 
the lonne ol Nathan, and the kings familiar friend (who had 
bene with his highnes loꝛ his better comfo2t in afflicion, all 
that night befoze ) illued loꝛth of his pꝛiuy Chamber, entred the 
allemblie of thoſe Loꝛds, and although with an heauie heart 
meſtiue mind and ladde countenance, by reaſon of the Bingen 
great perplexitie and troubles) he ſaluted them in tLeie woꝛds: 
Iehovah our God ſaue pou(mp Loꝛds all, both Honourable 
and Reuerend) the right happy pꝛinces ol king Solomon! To 
whome they all (as with one month reſaluting him) anſwe⸗ 
red, g the ſame Power bleſſe, pꝛoſper and pzeſzruepou,Reve- 
rend Zabud, the right truſtie Secretarie and familiar good 
elend of our Houeraigne Loꝛd Ring Solomon! Any whence 


come pe now (my Loꝛd) and what is the cauſe(ifit pleaſe — 
| that 


King Solomon 


that pe be ſopenſive and heavy to dar? Is all thing well? 
To this Zabud replied: My Lo2ds ali: Jam pzeſently come 
foꝛth of the Kings pꝛivie Chamber, where J haue beeneall 
this laſt night, watching and attending on his moſt royall per⸗ 
ſon:the Lo2d God ſane x keep his grace:howobeit there haue J 
found little oꝛ no comfozt, as Godknoweth:fo2 much grtefe 
and ſoꝛrowe hath betided the king, which encreaſeth pet moꝛe 
and moꝛe witheut mitigatien:and the like acreweth towardes 
vs, and the wbole kingdome, as farreas J can gather by that 
wbich J haue both heard with mine ears, and leene with mine 
eyes of and in him. Upon this ſaping, in this manner deliuered 
befoze them ſuch a ſtrange terroꝛ and dꝛead allapled the hearts 
of thoſe Loꝛds, that being thꝛoughly aſtoniſhed, they neither 
The trouble of were able fo anſwer him, noz wiſt they what to ſay. Foꝛ there 
the King is a can be no greater grief and diſcomkoꝛt ts true hearted ſubiects, 
grict: 10115 eſpeclallp tothefaithfull Counſaplozs of happy kings, then 
; when they ſhall cither ſee oꝛ heare of the hurt, ſoꝛrow oꝛ dil- 
content of their Soueraigne Koꝛzd, at the alteration of whoſe 
ꝛoſperous eſtate, beth Nobles and the Commons are ſodain- 
” ly monedx much diſquieted,as that body which keeleth the di- 
ſtemperature ef his pꝛoper head, ſearing the enſe wing of ſuch 
plagues, treubles and verations, as are wont to follow and 
ſucceed the ſodaine loſſe and departure ol ſuch heroicall perſons 
by whoſe good gouernment and valour their Realmes and 
Common-weales haue bin right happily maintained in peace 
and tranquillitie. Neither(at the leaſt) ſhould either the No- 
bles. oꝛ the common people be merry oz pleaſed in the ſadneſſe, 
4:4 trouble oz veration of their Soueraigne Lozd, knowing well 
that natures of that grade and appꝛehenſion, will uot ſhew - 
themſelues hen vie hearted and meſtive foꝛ any light oz meane 
cauſes. At the length after long expedation, ſilence, pawzes 
and eagre looking one on another of them, with deepe ſighes, 
pitiſull groanes and cheekes watred with weeping eyes, a 
Azariah ſhew- pꝛincipall L od, whoſe name was Azariah though ſcarcely a- 
0 „ 90 ble foꝛ ſozrow ol mind to vtter with his trembling tongue his 
Aae cd bearts conceit, ſpake thus ineffec. Alas, alas land how fareth 
ef a good hen his moſt royall perſon:how doth our good L oꝛd king So- 
Subiect. lomom the molt famouſt, molt wile, and most gloꝛious King 
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in all the wozld 2 The God ofheanen graunt his moſt pꝛincely 
grace both along life and a wiſhed pꝛoſperity toline raigne 
ouer vs andthispeople!Fo2 J aſſure you(mp Loꝛds as pe wel! 
know and muſt in equitie confeſſe) that next and immediately 
vnto Ichouah our God, hee is the appꝛobed ſtay ol our houſe; 
the lightſome eie ol our bady, the reſplendent gloꝛp ol our king 
dome, the happy peace of our people, the comfoꝛtable ioy of cur 
heartes, the glad ſolace of our ſoules, the right guide of our go · 
uernment, the diuine wiſedome of our nation, the manifeſt ma- 
ieſtie of our God, and the blefſed pꝛeſervation of Iſrael. But 
how fareth the Kinges moſt ſacred perſon? In all this, and 
other his ſpeeches and geſtures, did this noble Azariah erpzeſſe 
the good opinion conceiued, the right loue, the godly zeale, the 
kaithfull mind, the true affection and right woꝛthy nature of a 
wile, fapthkull and obedient Subiect to his moſt gratious - 
ueraigne. J will now tell you my good Loꝛds (ſaide Zabud) zabud ſhew- 
how the king fareth: J am well aſſured,, there is not any one ech the Kings 
ol pou all hut bath plainelp perteiued, that his Grace is moſt alteration and 
ttrangely andſodainely altered of late from both his wonted 27*{<nt chores 
conſtitution of mind, and his common oꝛder of life:andthat his 115 2 
woꝛdes alſo ſauour now much other lwiſe then they haue ſome · cance, 
times heretofoze ſavozed, to our audience and vnderſtanding, 
Fo2 behold, whereas he vſed to be gladſome and merily concei⸗ 
ted:now is he rauiſhed with heavie dumpes, and oppꝛeſſed with 
ſadves: wheras heretoloꝛe he accuſtomed to talke with a right 
lovely and lively voice:no w, we heare nothing beſides a voice 
ol lamentaticnfrom him, tending to moꝛtification:and where- 
as we hoped fo2 ſome conſolato2p refrigeration and eaſe, by the 
mit igation of thoſe extraoꝛdſnarp paſſions: wee ſee him yet 
hardly perplered and vered out of meaſure with farre greater 
and moꝛe toꝛments. Foꝛ why? the Dunne ſo bꝛightſome is 
ſhadowed the ioytul light is coue red, the fapze Boone is oblcu⸗ . 1212. 
red, the ſhining ſtarres be da ʒeled, and the palpable cloudes ren 
turne after the late raine. Neither (indeede) haue J any hope 
of the recouerp of his fo2mer conſtitution of mind and health of 
bodp, (although J hartily wi ſh it. and deſire it euery minute of 
an hower) he accuſt omed to ſit often in his kingly Thzoane, 
moſt ropally amiddes his Pꝛinces:but now he pꝛoſtrates por 
| E 
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that pe be ſo penſive and heavy to dar? Is all thing well: 
To this Zabud replied: My Lozds ali: Jam peeſently come 
fozth of the Kings pzivie Chamber, where J haue beene all 
this laſt night, watching and attending on his moſt royallper- 
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ſon:the Lo2d God ſane 4 keep his grace:hobobeit there haue | 


found little 02 no comfozt, as God knowetb: foꝛ much griefe 

and ſoꝛrowe hath betided the king, which encreaſeth yet moꝛe 

and moꝛe witheut mitigatien:and the like acreweth towardes 

vs, and the whole kingdome, as karre as J can gather by that 

wbich J haue both heard with mine ears, and ſecne with mine 

eyes of and in him. Upon this laping, in this manner deliuered 

* befoze them ſuch a ſtrange terroꝛ and dꝛeadallapled the hearts 

| of thoſe Loꝛds, that being thꝛoughly aſtoniſhed, they neither 
The trouble of were able fo anſwer him,noz wiſt they what to ſay. Foz there 
the King is a can be no greater griefanddiſcomfozt to true hearted ſubtecs, 


griefe to his t ſpetlally to the faithfull Counſaploꝛs of happy kings, then 


ä when they ſhall cither ſee oz heare of the hurt, ſoꝛrow 02 dil⸗ 
content of their Soueraigne Koꝛd, at the alteration of whoſe 

ꝛolſperous eſtate, beth Nobles and the Commons are ſodain 

ly monedx much diſquieted, as that body which feeleth the dt- 
ſtemperature e f his pꝛoper head, ſearing the enſe wing of ſuch 


plagues, freubles and verations, as are wont to follow and 


ſucceed the ſodaine loſſe and departure ol ſuch beroicall perſons 
by whoſe good gouernment and valour their Realmes and 
Common-weales haue bin right happily maintained in peace 
and tranquillitie , either (at the leaſt) ſhould either the No- 
bles oꝛ the common people be merry oz pleaſed in the ſadneſſe, 
trouble oꝛ veration of their Soueraigne Lo2d, knowing well 


that natures ol that grade and appꝛehenſton, will uot ſhew - 


themſelues hen vie hearted and meſtive foz any light oꝛ meane 

cauſes. At the length after long expectation, ſilence, pawzes 

and eagre looking one on another of them, with deepe ſighes, 

pitiful groanes and cheekes watred with weeping eyes, a 

Azariah ſhew- paincipall Lo2d, whoſe name was Azariah though ſcarcely a- 


eth the good he foꝛ ſoꝛrob of mind to vtter with his trembling tongue his 


opinion, loug, 


aud affectioa bearts conceit, ſpake thus in effect. Alas, alas land how fareth 
then his moſt ropall perſon: how doth our good Loꝛd king So- 


ef a good 
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his Solace. = 


in all the woꝛld : The God ol heauen graunt his moſf pꝛincely 
grace both a long life and a wiſhed pꝛoſperity to liue æ raigne 
duer vs and this people! Foꝛ J aſſure vou my Loꝛds as pe wel! 
know and muſt in equitie confeſſe) that next and immediately 
vnto lehouah our God. hee is the appꝛobed ſtay of our houſe: 
= thelightſome eie ol our body, the reſplendent glo2p ol our king · 
dome, the happy peace of our people, the comfoztablefop of our 
heartes, the glad ſalace of our ſoules, the right guide of our go · 
uernment, the diuine wiſedame of our nation, the manifeſt ma- 
ieſtie ol our God, and the bleſſed pꝛeſer vation of Iſrael. But 
how fareth the Ringes moſt ſacred perſon? In all this, and 
other his ſpeeches and geſtures, did this noble Azariah expꝛe ſſe 
the good opinion conceiued, the right laue, the godly zeale, the 
faithfull mind, the true affection and right woꝛthy nature of a 
wile,fapthfulland obedient Subiect to his moſt gratious - 
geraigne , J will now tell youmpy good Loꝛds (ſaide Zabud) zabud ſhew- 
how the king fareth: J am well aſſured,, there is not any one eth che Kings 
ol you all, but hath plainelp perteiued, that his Grace is moſt alteration and 
ſcrangely and ſodainely altered of late from both his wonted n 
conſtitution of mind, and his common oꝛder ol life: and that his Ks 22 
woꝛdes alſo ſauour now much other wiſe then they haue ſome- tance, 
times heretofoze ſavozed, to our audience and vnderſtanding, 
Foz behold, whereas he vſed to be gladſome and merilyconcet- 
ted:now is he rauiſhed with heavie dumpes,and oppꝛeſſed with 
ſadves: wheras herefofo2e he accuſtomed to talke with a right 
lovely and livelyvotce:now, we heare nothing beſides a voice 
of lamentaticnfrom him, tending fo moztification:and where- 
as we hoped fo2 ſome conſolatoꝛp refrigeration and eaſe,by the 
mitigatton of thoſe extraoꝛdinary paſſtons: wee ſee him pet 
hardly perplered and vexed out of meaſure with farre greater 
and moꝛe toꝛments. Foꝛ why? the Sunne ſo bꝛightſome is 
Hadowed the ioptul light is coue red, the fapze Boone is obſcu- . 121 . 
red, the ſhining ſtarres be da zeled, and the palpable cloudes re- ” 
turne alter the lateraine, Neither (indeede) haue J any hope 
of the recouerp of his fozmer conſtiiution of mind andhealth ol 
bodp, (although J hartily wi ſh it. and deſire it enerp minute of 
an hower) he accuſt omed to ſit often in his kingly Thzoane, - 
moſt royallp amiddes his Pꝛinces:but now he pꝛoſtrates — 
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King Solomon 
feife on the moſt lumpiſhearth, and repoſeth him ſelfe mot ſo· 
litarp as one fe;lone. He was wont tofeede on the molt dain- 
tie delicates:but now, hee is replete with bitter wo2me-wood 
andloathſome gall:he ſometimes ſolatced his lweete ſoule with 
the cheareſull delightes of the happiez but now, he laments bis 
hard lot with the wzinging cozaſines of the wzetched.Where- 
as fo: his recreation he vſed Harps, Shalms, Pſalteries, Dul- 
timers and other muſicall inffruments ofpleaſing ſoumd, now 
are thep all ſet aſide andneglected.yea, he doth vtteriy diſtaſte 
thoſe and ſuch delights. Pozeoner whereas he daplp accufto- 
medfo2 the better health ofhis body which bee was carefull to 
pꝛeſerue, to excrciſehimſelfe befoze bis meates and to reſt him- 
elle fometimes aſter, towards his better digeſtion, and that in 
bis bed, he would firſt repoſe himſelle on his right ſide, wherein 
is the greater heate ol nature, to further the ſame, with the 


due obſeruation ol ſuch and other good phiſicall Diets: now he 


2. am. 13. 


| Eccl. 1.1.2. 


is as another man, he doeth all contrarp, he obferueth no diet 
pꝛofitable to health, neither tan he reſt in his bed any while, but 
toſſing and turning hither and thither, hee declareth his angui⸗ 
ſhes, and powꝛeth out his heart in ſozowfull complaints. The 
very remẽhꝛance ot his fozmer pleaſures grieue his very ſoul, 
he vtterly abandoneth that he befoze much affected, t though a 
moſt gloꝛious king in his eſtate, hee pet abaſeth himſelfe be- 
vond all meaſure, his eyes guſh out ſtreames, the leares runne 
downe his cheekes, with the which he hath all watred his bed 
in the night, right ſemblant therein to David his Father, aſter 
that the pꝛopzet Nathan had bꝛought him a meſſage from the 
Loꝛd his God: pea, he ſeœmeth now moſt wearie of his pꝛeſent 
life;x death is wiſhed koꝛ, being moze acceptable to him in theſe 
his agonies of ſoule:andſemblably,his Wozdes,Sentences, x 
ſaytngs (bpon whatſoeuer occaſionhe vttereththem) argue a 
very derpe moztificationof the fleſh, a vehement contempt of 
the woꝛlde, anda plaine condemnation of all the delights ofthe 
Donnes of men. Mhereby, in heauy ſighes andgroanes hee 
dꝛiues this meſtiue myll:Vanityof Panities: and all un nothing but 
were Janitie. Lo! thus fareth the king! neither tan my great 
familiarity with his Grace, oz any woꝛd o; geſture ol mine, 
now pꝛeuaile withhim(as in times paſt)to remoue this dan- 
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s humour from his heart: but as ſoone as J put him in 
minde of thoſe his pꝛiſtine delights. he crieth out moſt wolully: | 
Vanity of ¶ anities, asthough God had taken away his iudge kd - F ſic 
ment,andthe Almighty troubledhis mind. But howſoener rf uc ſoon 
it be, J tell you here in Connc?ll,that the King is in a veryde» drawne againo 

ſperate agony of minde, then the which nothing can bee moꝛe ro follow his 
nopſome to his health. Foꝛ as the tre cannot pꝛoſper whoſe lormer luſte. 

rote is annoied:ſo neither can that perſon receiue health, which Penn 
bath a penſiue ſoule . J am very fearefull to thinke whereun- - 

to this will come: and doubtles the kinges enemies, hearing 
hereof, they will clap their hands hiſſing and wagging their 

heads vpon him, as the baſe abiects ſometimes did on holy Io b 
with this bitter taunt: I thu that man whome all the world ad- 

mire, for wiſedome wealth glory and fame? But on th other ſide 
the kings people ſhall haue little cauſe to eate, dʒinke and to re- 

fopce vnder their vines and figge trees, as they haue done in 

thoſe dapes fozepaft, vnder our Minges happy Rargne. This 
being ſpoken, and heard with conſideration ol euerp ol theſe 
Loꝛdes: Zadock the high ꝛieſt ſfoodfozth and with a migh- - 
ty ſigh from the roote of his troubled heart, he lilted vp both his z2dock expreſ- 
eies and handes towardes the heauens, vtferingthefe wozdes. ou wiſd6e 

Dh goodGodhelpevs!heſaid againe. The peace, pꝛolperity f. cion er 
and well-fare of all Iſraell, doth depend, (next to our God) on good Biſhop & 

the peace,p2oſperitie and well-fare of our moft gratious Ring Counlaylor. 

Solomon, whom Ichouah his God hath choſen andappoin- 

ted to repꝛeſent his own gloꝛious perſon in our happy Com- 

mon; wealth, in his wiſedome, his iuſtice, his equity, his benig- 

nity, his foꝛtitude, his magnanimity his piety and all other his 

pꝛincelp vertues: no leſſe then the faire and bꝛight Sunne re- 

ſembleth his Maleſtie in the high Heauens to the toy and com 
koꝛt of the Creatures: oz, as doth the head on the naturall vo- 

dy to the bewtie, life and gouernment of the ſame : oz as the 
wiſe Bouernour ofa Shippe in the Sea to the direction and 

ſafety both ol it, and ol all thoſe embarked therein. Therefozs _ 

J ſap, it the Loꝛd ef heauen in hie diſpleaſure, ſhould take away 

our ſhadow, oꝛ abzidge our king and his honourable pꝛoſperitp 

fa2 tranſgreſſion and ſinne, who, lrom thencefooꝛth, ſhall haue 

peace? who ſhall fare well? who _ poſper:how can that bo- 

| D dy 
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dy pꝛoſper whoſe head aketh and langulſbeth with paine ? and 

how can thoſe creatures reioice, fromthe which the light, com- 

28 je koꝛt and commodity of the Sun is remoued e detapned? Then 

eee * 5 woꝛthily are the people occaſtoned and obliged in their ſolemne 
for the goo4 pꝛaiers and ſeruices, to lift vp their mindes to the Loꝛd God: 

e ſtate of their ghone all other thinges (next to the gloꝛy of God) to pꝛap foʒ 
knee. the good health, comtozt, welllare and pꝛoſperity of our gratt- 
Fal. 201 is Soucratgne Loꝛd: as mpLozd Azariah hath well be 

foꝛe aduiſed and wiſhed it. Foꝛ J know, that the king is not 
onely much agonized in mind and afflicted in heart: but that he 
is much weakened and woꝛne away: neither thinke Jthat 
| without ſome pꝛeſẽt remedy oꝛ mitigatiõ of this his griefe, can 
The good his weake body long retaine his ſozowful Soule. This beeing 
2 the caid,the Pꝛintes with one conſent anlwered. In truth it isno 
ſince of leſle needfull then it is godly that all the kings mateſties Sub- 
their king. ie cts, both in generall and particular ſhould pzay vnto Godfoz 
the life and well - fare ol the kings Grace : fo2 as this duty of 
| ſubiects towardes their lawfull P2inces is compziſed within 
Rrod, 20. that honour which childꝛen are to peelde to their parents and 


taught them bymanp diuine teſtimonies and godly examples, . # 


fozaſmuch as thoſe are as fathers vnto their people:ſo (as farre 
as we can percetue )it is a thing moſt requiſite and needfull to 
be done in this time, partly in reſpect of the king himlſelie: part - 
ly in regard of vs his pꝛinces and ofhis people. Indeed {ſapde 
Zadock) it maybe the King himſelfe knoweth that hee hath 
faulted and pꝛouoked the Lozd to wꝛath in ſome one offence oz 
other committed againſt thedinine mateſty:fo; there is no man 
3 but be ſometimes ſinneth. A man though neuer ſo wiſe, holy e 
A faner, kightesus cannot liue in this woꝛld without ſome kind of ſinne: 
fo all bis thoughts are euill, and all his woꝛkes, yea his good 

woꝛkes are imperfect and delectiue, if they be compared and 

weighed with the diuine thoughts, wozkes and iusgements ol 

3 God. Howbeit God permit teth not his holy clect to ſinne 
£4: owne with eut ſome meaſure of puniſhment, but, as a father, he co- - 
children when Cecteth and chaſtiſeth his childꝛen to amend them, 4 ts willing 
they ogend fobereconciled with them thatrefurne home and htymbly pꝛay 
lis Maicſtic, befoꝑe him and thereto in the middeſt of their troublest ee gi 
ueth them power and habilitie to beare thoſe afflictions with - 

| a patient 
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patient minds (ho wſoeuer the fleſh would rebell) and hee kee- 
peth them in his hand, that the fury ol the vngodly map not be 
farther extended noꝛ fearcer executed towards them, then it 
pleaſeth him to ſuffer it foꝛ his owne honour, the benefit of his 
choſen, and the inſtruction ol his Church. And here the good 
p2zapers and repentance oł the people foz and with the king 
may (peraduenture) pleaſe God and ſomewhat appeaze this 
high anger Again, it may be that there is ſome diſpleaſure con⸗ 
-cefued againſt vs and the kings people, foz ſome vnthankeful- 
nes ol bs, oꝛ of them, the which the king (beeing wile) doth per 
ceiue, but cannot redꝛeſſe and amend accoꝛding to the deſire of 
bis heart. Holo ſoeuer it be, as the diſquietnes of theſking mut ; 
needs diſcomfozt his people ( as the ecclipſing of the Sunne op- 5 — . 
peelleth the earth: )lo whenſoever he ſhall be taken from vs, it 3991 prices 
will come to paſſe, that much wiſedome will alſo depart with 1s aplague to 
him: foz the king is palſing wiſe, and bis wiſedome is bene- the people, 
ficiall both to the Church x comon-wealth of Iſrael: foz by the 
ſame the one is diuinely inſtructed, and th other pꝛudently go- 
nerned:the which therfoꝛe il we ſhould want by this the kings 
dilgrace t departure, we ſhalbe couered with ignorace 4 ſwal- 
lowed vp with confuſion: beſides all this, ifthe king ſhould bee 
depꝛiued ol that diuine wiſedom, oꝛ conſtrained by an vnhapppy 
occaũon) to liue and continue in care and miſery amonaſt vs 
(the which the moſtholy fozbid) it cannot otherwiſe be, but 
that many migitky troubles, afllictions, and inconueniences 
will ſoone onertake vs and the whole land, wherein that will 
be verified, which the uing hath lately ſaid in the agonie of gecles. 10. rg; 
his ſoule. Foe be to thee, O land, whoſe R mg is but achild,and 
whoſe Princes are early at their Banquets, But this we of 
Iſrael little minde o2 conſider, as pet, becauſe we know our 
King to be the Sonne or Robles, and his Pzinces and Koꝛds 
haue beene moꝛe regardfull of his high honour and of the go- 
uernement of his people; then fo2 their owne glozy, gaine,oz 
-commoditte : whereby the Subiectes haue beene the ſooner 
lulled a ſleepe in the ſweete cradle of eaſe, peace and tranquil- 
litte and thereby ſatiſtying their appetites in pleaſures, are 
waxen euen ſecure and careleſſe vnder the happy raigne of a 
D 2 moſt 


1 * 
„ 3 1 
: 


b 


daunger they 
ſtriue with che 
more careful. 


RESTO wind out 


1 


ing olomon 


moſt wiſe, pument, and gentle King, But foo moꝛrotv is 


not pet come on them and vs, and the time ol our pleaſant 
peace is not pet determined: but when, o⸗ how-ſoone thoſe 
vnlucklie daies which ingender and bing oꝛth our heauy ta⸗ 
lamities and woe (in the raigne of a moſt childiſh and vn⸗ 
happy King) ſhall inuade both them and vs, we are pet vn⸗ 
ccrtaine, Powbeit, we may. wozthely dꝛead (as the King: 


himſelle alſo dꝛeadeth) that thoſe vnthziſtie dates appzoach - 


too neere vs. Surelp, ſurely, no oflate as we haue plainly 
perteaued a ſtrange alteration and wonderfull chaunge in 
the Kings perſon, who appeareth as moſt loathſome to him- 
ſelfe, weary of his owne life, negligent of his owne health, 


careicſſe. of his. ropall glozy, and hatefnil of the wozld, as 


dꝛooping towards the end of his dates (fo2 this map any one 
diſcerne in him, which hall either heare him toſpeake, oz ſer 
him togoe:) ſo the hi 
our time and nation beginneth to vale the bonnet, and to de⸗ 
cline, as from tbe higheſt to the loweſt, and will ( indeede) 
yer long be ſhadowed. and diſgraced wich ongly defo2mitte, 


| without ſpeedy pꝛeuention: Let vs therefoze conſider ol our 
when men be P2elent time, the condition of our eſtate and the daungers 
ia the greateſt Which are immment, and in regard thereof, not diſdaine noz - 
omitte to imitate and followe the examples not onely ofmen, . 


but allo ofthe bzuitecreatures in this caſe : foꝛ beholdʒ they and 
every ol them in their kind and nature commonly ſtruggle and 


ſtriue with the moze diligence and carefull regard, when they 


be in hazard of hurte, then when they be tree from all perill. Jf 
any fall into the fier, the water, oz into ſome lethall oz deadly 
lickeneſle 02 other mi ſchteſe,firfſt ol all he is made afraide, then 
he is pained, then he looketh about him, then he groanetb, then 
he laboureth to eſcape, this if he cannot doe, then he crieth, then 
he craueth the counſell and aide ol others wherſoeuer x whence 
ſoeuer he may get it: in the end, hee greedily catcheth holde of 
whatſoeuer helpe is pꝛoffered him. And wee haue (ene, that 
many by ſuch meanes haue elcaped great dangers. and loſſes: 
On the contrary, we haue knowne many to periſh and decape, 


which haue berne either ſo fooliſh as that they haue not ſæuue 
their owne danger, o ſo negligent as they wauld not _— 


renowne and b2ight beawtie ot 
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ſtriue to winde out, oꝛ ſo pꝛoud, as they would not vouchſafe 
ts deſire aide of others, oꝛ ſo peruerſe as they diſdained oꝛ de- 
nied their willing aſſent vnto others that might any wap 
helpe oꝛ comfo2t them in their diſtreſſe, The time was that 
Bera the King of Sodom hearkened to Abraham who re- 
couered his people from the captiuitie of Codorlaomor and 
the other Kings of the nations, whereby not onely the 
King of Zodom, but aiſo his people were freed from thac 
heaup yoke whereunto they had beene ſubdued twelue peres 
befoze. Andit is happely remembꝛed, how that Abimelech 
the King of Gerar was moſt willing at Gats commande- 
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ment) to requeſt Abraham to pzap vnto God foꝛ him, that he 


might be deliuered from the death which was thꝛeatned him, 
and be healed, by the which he eſcaped both death and diſplea- 


ſure. Thus alſo Baruch the noble Captaine harkened to 


wiſe Deborah, t gat the vidoꝛie ouer Gods enemies. Thus 
Pharao (though a tyꝛant)craued aide of Moſes and Aaron to 
be deliuered from thoſe plagues of Egypt, R. Saul permitted 
little David to enter the field againſt huge Goliah, foz II- 
raels glozy. On the otherſide, The repꝛobate Cain would 
neither know his danger, noz be reſtrained ol his purpoſe, and 
being in diſtreſſe, would not vouchſafe-to craue oz ſœke fo2 
atde, whereby he periſhed, a vagabond and exile from the Loꝛd 
ol heauen, who caſt him off from his grace and mercy. Thus 
the filthy Sodomits ſtroken with blindnefle would neither 
thinke of their deſtruction, noꝛ crane, noz admit the aduiſe and 
aide of righteous Lot, who had vered his ſoule among them, 
noꝛ any thing regarded the pꝛaper and meanes of faithful 
Abraham fo! their ſafetie: to be ſhozt, Saul the King diſ⸗ 
dained David and his comfozt not withſtanding he had taken 
ſo good experience ol his integritie and the power of God in 


him, therefoze rather then he would ſeme to embꝛace him and 


his power, he choſe to kill himſelfe with his owne ſwoꝛd to the 
daunger of his ſoule and decay of his glozy. Theſe be ex- 
amples to teach and admoniſh vs. Therefoze now following 
thoſe which haue in their choiſe declared wiſedome to the 
pꝛeſeruation and comfo2t of their ſoules. Let vs withall 
regard both of the Kings health, and of the good of his 

D 3 people 


3 


Pfal, 20. 


| 


King Solomon 


people-bothſa@ke loʒ, and embꝛate thoſe things that may eſther 
belpe 02 comfozt both. And becauſe the God of heaven is the 
ſame from whome, and by whome all good thinges deſcend x 
come vnto his childzen,and which both comfoꝛtes and helpes 
them indeede in all their alllictions and dangers, let vs (as 1 
ſaid befoꝛe) liſt vp vnto him both our hearts and eyes, and thus 
let vs pꝛay and ſap as the kings lather hath taught vs in the 
like cale. The Lord God of heauen he are our Lord the Kiug inthe 
day of lic trouble: Ihe name of the God Iacob defend him. Send 
him helpe from the Sanctuary, aud firengthen him out of Zyon. Let 
the Lord God remember all his offeringes and accept his burnt ſacri- 
fites Selah:The Lord God grant him according to hs heart and ful 
fill all hispurpoſe:that we may reiojce in his: ſauing health and ſes 
vythe baner inthe Name of our God,whenthe Lord ſhall perform 
all his petitions. Now we know this,that the Lord will helpe his Au 
noynted, amd will heare him from his ſanctuary bythe mighty helpt 
of his right hand. O Lord moſt holy ſaue our Lord King Jolomon, 
let him proſper & thereby be able to helpe vs by his wiſedome & po- 
wer when in thy name we ſecke vuto lum fur ſuccour. O Lordin 
laue heare our prayers,be gratious vnto thy King. &. mercifull un- 
ts vs aud all thy people, for thy holy Names ſake: Amen; Amen ; 


Cup. 3, 


Tehoſophat and tht other Princes and Lords call io mind &. 


report in order what they baue noted and obſcrued in So- 
lomons geſture behauiour and wordes, as arguments of 
bis troubled mind aud miſery, | 


—  —— 


II ef92mer woꝛdes being ſpoken, thepzaſer en⸗ 
bed + a panze againe taken whiles the Lozdes- 
\ WP, (, 
N A looked one on another with heaup hearts e ſad la- 
ces, muſing much of the kings wolul caſe: at legth, 
'Ichoſophat the Recorder opened his month 
and” 
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and ſaide : Ah las J haue knowhe (and that not long fithence) 

when at any time the kinges grace ſat af his table to eate and 

to dzinke among his Pꝛinces and Loꝛds, he would wonderful- 

ly be ſolaced and delighted with {ſweet harmonies ol Men · ſin· 

gers and Women-ſingers, (whereof he had right many in his 

Courte) and would be exceeding merry and glad in the mid · 

beſt ofthem all: ſaping, A merrie heart is the life of the body, prouer. 14, 30. 
but envie conſumeth away the bones: Hut now, ſitting at his 

table ( in wbatſoener company,and ho boſoeuer he be ſerued and 

attended on) he ſemeth meruelous ſad and wofull, he muſeth, 

be ſtudieth, be loketh heuelie, he diſtaſteth all thinges, and 

giueth not ſo much as any ſparkle oꝛ ſhew of a merry con- 

ceit, pea, he is whollp onercome with deepe diſpleaſure, which 

argueth an vnmealurable griefe of heart and a ſtrange affeat- 
on ofthe ſoule : for the face and externall behautour ofa man 

(which is nat hypacriticall) doth commonly expꝛeſſe and de⸗ 

tlare the thought and heart. And although the King well 

knoweth, that he which being diſeaſed in the body and diſtem · 

pred in his health, ohen he ſhal be recreated with the ioy of his 

minde doth eaſely recouer. if his ſicknes be not incurable, and 

that the moſt naturall cure. ot᷑ the diſeaſed is to pꝛocure oꝛ occa 

ſton him ſome iov oꝛ mirth ol the minde, foz offen times the 

ſick man by the comfozt of gladnes is eaſed, pet to them which 

now laugh and would aſſay to pꝛouoke the king to laughter, 

fo2 the ſame cauſe he ſapech, ye are meere mad perſons; ànd to gc leſ a. 1. 
them bobich pzoffer him mirth to recreate his mind, he ſaieth The true vn- 
Hirt what is it which je do? Mhen any man willing to put him 4<rſtanding of 
out ol this conceit tauiteth him ta feaſt oz banquet, be dent- lente kings 
eth to came, being vnwilling tu enter into fuch houſes: faping „ar Jecled 
It us better to goe into the houſe of mourning then iuto the by Zadok in 
houſe of feaſimg. Mozeouer ol all thoſe pleaſant paſfimes his Apologie 
and delightes of the ſonnes ol men, the which ſometimes bor Solo pon. 
bee ſo much affected, and of all their pleaſures, 'counſettes , 

ſtudies, laboures, deuiſes, policies, wozkes, and wiſe 

dome, vnder the Sunne. (ſeeme they neuer ſo laudable in 

the eyes and eſtimation ol woꝛldly men) he ſaieth: Vaui. Eecleſ. 

tie, vanitie van ties, and all it meere vanitie: S oz What els Cap. 1.2.3. 
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| King Solomon 
doeth a inan get pzofitable foz himſelfe of all thoſe trauails 
which he taketh vnder the Sunne? wherefoze frauatle men in 
the wynd? and what good thing is there fo be found oꝛ enioped 
oꝛ taſted of by men vnder the Sunne? This being ſaid, Aza- 
riah roſe vp, ſtoode fooꝛth and ſpake againe. The ſame thing 
(aid he) haue J allo lately noted in my Loꝛd the King. Hee 
was wont to walke fooꝛth into his garding, to view his Dz- 
chardes his Pondes and his fiſhing pooles:to beholde with de- 
light his faire houſes and beautifull buildings, and to take 
great plealure in all the delights ol the ſonnes of men at all 


times:but nowealas) hee rather tontepneth him elfe ſolitarilie 


within his Chamber penſiue a ſad:x now all the wozks which 
his hand hath made, and all the things vnder the Sunne(wher- 
inheretofoze he tooke ſuch paſſing great pleaſure, to the won- 
der of all his Pꝛinces)ſerme vain andloathſome vnto his ſoule, 


therk his labors And ag J ſa we him ol late to paſſe by, and to beHold them all 


and delights , 


Heliorepb. 


. 


The vanity of 
worldly things 
Eccles, 1:4, 


IJ heard him (with theſe eares )ſodainly fo ſigh moſt grienou(- 
x, and pointing at them to ſay with a very wofull vopce : Ter 
Loc] all this it but vanitie, aud vexation of the ſpirit , And there 
commeth us profit at all of all theſethinges vnto him that hath labo- 
redtherem:whereby I am weary not onely of thoſe my labourt, but 
alſo of my life:neuther can I digeſt any thirg that is vnder the Sunne. 
Jmach muſed thereon,as alſo what ſhould be the cauſe ol ſuch 
the kings condition, and ok his ſa ſodaine metamozphoſis. 

Truely ſithence that time J heard and perceiued thus, J haue 
much pondered therol in my meftne mind, and haue been, and 
pet continue right ſozy fo2 the kings trouble. Then anſwered 
Helioreph the Secretarie, and ſaid, that hee had like wiſe not 
onely ſeene and o blerued ſuch an alteration in the kings maie⸗ 
ſtie, and heard many ſuch tragecall geſtures pathefical Wozds 
ol the king himlſelfe : but allo that he had ſome times enquired 
of him wherefoze heſo did and had ſo ſaid? to whom, his mate- 
fy anſwered becauſe that there is not any thing of valew vnder the 
Swnmne:and that a mn, by his one labours findeth nothing elt. And 
ther with he ſpake much ef the generations: as that One paſerb 
and another ſucceeded, and that Earth onely remaineth, Beſides 
theſe, J haue heard him to vtter many thinges ſtrange x won- 
derfull pea, ſuch as without a good interpꝛeter are able to a- 
ſtoniſh 
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ſtonich and confounde both the reaſon and iudgement ol any Abiah, 
man. It is very true ( ſaid Ahiah the other ſecretarie)and as 
J haue ſeene and heard: ſo haue J noted much ol the kings be- 

hautcur and wozdes . And here J remember that heeſaide of 

late, that Al things are ſo hard that a mais not able to e xpres them "oy 

A ſaping.which much daunteth the wiſemen of the woꝛld, that oe hunger 
vnderfake,tn the ſearch of Mature and her woꝛkes, to find out mans witte. 
and to declare not onely the things, but alſo the cauſes of al na- Cap. 1.8 
turall things with the euents: yea , he hath ſaid alſo, that 7he | 
thing which is now in aftien,hath heene done heretofore, the thing There is no- 
that hath beene done, and isnow in alzon,ſnalbe done againe here- thing new vn- 
After, and that there is no new thing wrought or to be done vnder the 
Sunne. Holwbeit, we ſee and know well that many new things 

are wꝛought and done in the woꝛld euery day: and pet not 
withſtãding he laid alſo, that Z he ching which is paſt is our of reme« 
brance, and that the thiugs to come ſpall no more bee thought on: and - 
tonſidering all the things which are done vnder the Sunne. e 
found them all vanitie and veration ok the ſpirit. Strange 
woꝛdes pea, high miſkeries ! hobobeit J doubt not but that the 
King is well able to gine reaſon of thoſe his woꝛds. and to con- 
firme the ſame with ſufficient arguments, ho woſoeuer the wil- 
dome ofenery man can neither reconcile them, noꝛ on a ſodaine 
compꝛehend oꝛ conceiue the kings meaning. And J alſo ( ſaide 

A biather the pꝛieſt) haue both hearde and ſeene the ſame in Abiacher. 
my Lozde King Solomon . $Pozeoner J beard htm ſay, 
that (though manpe thinges bee bowed and by mans arte, 
cunning and induſtrye perfected and framed to requeſf,) 


— The crooked cannot bre made ſtreight, nor the imperfeciion of 


things car bee uumbred;and that whereas hee endenonred to 
attaine to the perfection of wiſedome and knowledge, hee 
founde in the end, that Al was but waine, and where much 
wiſedome war, there was alſo much trauayle and diſquietnes 
and The more knowledge a man hath the more is his care. After 
this Benaiah Captatne of the Kinges Hoaſt , ſtanding Benaiah- 
foozth , ſaide, that hee alſo had hearde the ſame wo2des 
bttered , and that beſides, hee hearde the Ring fo ſaye, 
that whereas hee had ſought to content his Sonle " | 
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the plealures and deligbts of the ſonnes ol men, hee in the ende 
(aler long ſearch and ſtudy) found therein nothing ol habilitie 

to content his minde: but this hee found, that all thoſe his ſtu⸗ 
dies and endeuours were meere vaine and grienous to his 
ſoule : and ſo much the ſooner foz that hee conſidered:that 75 
The wiſe man ie ſbpalbe no more in remembrance then the foole: & that it hap- 
is forgotten in neth tothe wiſe asto the foole: therefoze what encetiragement 
the world, hath a man to ſeeke foꝛ wiſedame ? Yozeouer J perceiue him 
to ware weary of his labours: and the rather (as hee ſayth) 
' becauſe he ſhalbe fapne to leaue all to one, whom hee knoweth 
not whether he wilbe a wiſeman oꝛ a foole, pea, to him which 
No m5 know Hetier ſwear foz them in his life. And that ſeeing a man getteth 
eth who ſhall no p2ofit of all the trauails be taketh vnder the Sunne, be hol 
enioy his la· peth it beſt, foʒ a man, to eate and todztnke and to refreſh bim- 
bort after him. ſelfe in his labours which pet a man cannot doe, and ſo neither 
| _bepleaſedinhislabours, without the grace ol God whoſe guilt 
it is:andtherefozehe ſometimes expoſtuletbthereof thus Au 
3s it then,good for a man to eate and drinkę, & to ſeekto refreſb lum 
ſelfe in 4 e hc /abogrs ?as il he ſhould anſwere, No: But being 


comſoꝛted by themthat ſfoode befoze him and heard his woꝛds 


and as euerp thing bath his pꝛoper oppoꝛtunitye in the 

ſame: ſo alſo hath hee had his time, aud the time which 

hee hath ouerpaſſed hee cannot recall, noz the times to him 

alotted bee thep good oz euill, is hee able to pꝛeuent: noz 

may thoſe thinges in any other time bee effected which are 

to this time hy the diuine pꝛouidence pzoperly appopnted. 

Pen map labour without the conſideration of this time, 

but what gaine they? nothing beſides wearines and trou- 

ble, which are the common rewardes of mens toples in 
this life, foz God hath framed his wozkes in ſuch oꝛder 
and meaſure, as they are not to bee altered no2 coꝛrected 
by man, not able fo compꝛehend them. The Ring com - 
plaineth of this alſo , that Vrgodlineſſe is found in the place of 
| | Judgement 
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Indgement and iniquitie in the place of Righteonſne ſſe. Via, ett] The iniuftice 


in this time of his happy gouernment, not withſtanding the and impiety 
Magiſtrates 


core and regard not onely ol his grate: but of all vs hisLogds f 
and chicke counſaplozs, who (J am aſſured) haue take as great 
heede with diligence, as any Pꝛince in thewoꝛld with his no- 
bles could poſſibly take foʒ the rule ot the realme and oꝛdering 
ofthe Common wealth. But (ah las) men are dinerflp affe- 
cted, ol ſundꝛy opinicns, and variable diſpoſitions, in all ages, 
the which to meete with in all points, i is fo2 any pꝛince 
oz magiſtrate impollible: the which therefoꝛe may be lamen- 
ted,but neuer thꝛoughly cozrected oꝛ amended. Howbeit hee 
thought (as he ſaith) that the ture ol this malady being beyond 
mans power and wiſedome, Cod would in the due time take on 
himſelfe and ſeparate the righiteous from the vngodly, aud then all 
be the time and iudgement of all counſels and workes . Yee alſo 
much muſeth, how God (though he had choſen of the childꝛen 3 
omen) ſhouldenevertheleſſepermttte them to appeare, as Sed fufſcreth 
though they were but Beaſtes: and as ſomewhat doubtfull ache be 
ol the eternall beeing ol mans ſoule ( which is that ſpirituall ſub - | 
ffance, which Godhath mad! afer his owne likeneſſe, and 
powzed into the humane body, and fopned to the body doeth 
animate & guide it, but being ſeparated/fro the body, dieth not, Th 
but llueth immoztall foz euer) he ſaith : ho is he which kyow- m gt fl. 
eth the ſpirit of man that goeth ypwarae': and the breath of a beaſt gent ot; = E 
that goeth downe to the earth 2 And is not this the iudgement of {oule, 
woꝛldelp and carnall men, which perceiue not the thinges 
which are of the holy ſpirit? Indeed being as the beaſts in their 
nature) they conſider nothing moꝛe. And albeit the Ring hath 
ſaid, that it is beſt foz a man to be ioyfull in his labour, which o man 
is his po2tion in this life: pet to daunt him againe, * (ſaith knoweth what * 
he) will bring him to behold what ſhal come (on him or hit poſterity) will com on 
after him? And truelp, this map eaſilp diſcdurage any man to an or his po- 
pꝛoulde lz his wife, his childꝛen his familie, and fox the times n 
to come, wben as without hope offuture pꝛoſperities, hee ſhall ' - 
trauailefo2 them in the wind. * Theſe and ſuch like paſſions ol 5 
minde J haue percetued in the king . But yet beyond ma- „ren op 
nvotbers. hee complaynev ell the wrong thar is dome vnder moll. 
the Sume, the which (as appeareth bp his woꝛdes and? 
| * ___.._, lamenfation-- 


i 


King Solomon 


lamentation) is both vnmelurable and vnſpeakable : and the 
moze fo2 that the pooze oppꝛeſſed perſons haue wept and ſhed 
aboundance of teares, and pet haue not founde any in 
place ready tocomfozt them oz to deliuer them from the vio- 
| lence ok their oppꝛeſſoꝛs. And here as in regard thereof Ze 
The dead c6- much commended the dead before the living, (becaule they are 
mẽded before fred from thole mileries) yea, He commenderh hum which is 
\theliing, rot yet borne, tobe happier then any of thoſe becauſe. he leeth 
| not (no2 hath had experience of )thoſe wꝛetched toyles of men 
Env. idlencs, Under the Sunne.“ ere he likewile complaineth ol the Zzvy, 
eller nes, lalleneſſe, and covetous minds of men in this world] be dilliketh 
ſolitarincs. ſingularitie and ſolitarineſſe of life, in the which hauing too 
| muchpzeſumed, he hath bene wonderfully deceiued e much 
annoyed in his like, wherein hee ſozoweth foz the abuſe of his 
owne eſtate, to the which ( inlieu thereof)he pzeferreth thecon- 
dition of A poore child that is wiſe.* urther, in his wiſedome he 
pꝛognoſticateth the fooliſhnes & future miſery ol Rhehobo- 
| am his Sonne and bepzeapparante : and yet be hath both weil 
Richoboaz: nurtouredhim, e vnderſtandeth that moſt men haue their eies 
fixed on him with great delight, and hope ol his happy ſucteſſe 

and pꝛolperity in time to come: andſomewhat the moꝛe bee is 

troubled, becauſe that men in regard ofthis poung pꝛince and 

his ſucceſſion, do ſomewhat neglea the pꝛeſent care and reue⸗ 

rence they ſhould haue ol his maieſtie: For they loolę after the 
| F ſeconaman. And (indeede) ſuch is mans folly : heelooketh al- 
1 | — Wales further, and affeaeth the times, perſons and thinges et- 
ll | ther paſt oꝛ future befoze theſe which be pzeſenc . | Some lay 
|| | 
| 
| 


A fooliſh king 
apoore child, 


lf 5 WO the times and perſons which haue beene of yoze haue beene 
TER. better then theſe which be pꝛeſent: others ſay, the beſtare not 
if | pet come, but we hope loꝛ them to be hereafter:the whiles,they 
fil | | eſteeme not, yea, they loath and contemne the good thinges 
Wo | | which they haue and map le at their plealure: and ſo in regard 
| 445 thereofdo often loſſe both the commodity of th one and comfozt 
1 | of th other to their remedileſſe miſerie, and continuall griefe, 
| And this (ſaith be) is avainething and ve xation of the minde. 
Moꝛeouer the king hath highly repzebendedandblamed many 
of them whichenter into theholpbouſe, whicy he hath made 
fo; the ſeruice ol God: ſaying:that heir offerings are the offerings 
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of foolet, "and they know not what le mill they doe therein. The 
which woꝛdes( being not well vnderſtood) will occaffon the 
ignoꝛant epther to contemne the ſaid houſe, and the ſeruice ol 
God therein, oꝛ to foꝛzbeare to come into the ſame to ſhew 
their deuotion, and religion to God, as they are bound to doe. 


o 
— — — — — — 


CAA. IV. 


Zabud ſpeaketh againe, reporting ſome other emplutizat ſpee- 
ches of Ki ing Solomon. 


HA Olomons Kenn haning thus farre 

p2oceeded in oꝛder to repozt, what 

woꝛdes thepremembzed, vttered by 
the King in his affliction: Zabud the 

Kinges familiar ſpake againe and 
q fad: Well remembꝛed my Loꝛds) 
And now beſides the foꝛmer, 4 call to 
2 mind, what the king hath ſaide con- 
thoſe Rich men of the world, Tn Rich men 
whome the moſt part of all men do eſteeme happy in this life of the world, 
He ſaith, that there it no man rich under the ſunne: a; where 

much riches appeareth to be, there be alſo many ready toſpend 

and conlume the ſame: Me that hath much riches cannot reſt 

oꝛ fleepe in the night: he that hath riches, is oftentimes hurt 

and annoyed therewith: and at length thoſe which haue riches 

depart hence with ſoꝛe anguiſh and ſoꝛrow ol mind: (fo2 there 

is no man, but at length he muſt peeld to death) and ſhall 

carry away none of theſe thinges, but are conſtrained to leaue 

all bebind them: that ſo they depart henee, as naked and bare One man get⸗ 
* as they came into this wozlee, notwithſtanding their great tetb. mother 
trauels and long labours foꝛ their riches in all their life. ip endeth * 
And this he eſteemeth as a mighty miſery, (which is ſo of- be world. 


ten ſeene vnder the Dunne, that Gee 4 man riches n Cap. 6.1. 
£00 . 


which iuſtifie 
the vngodly 
which are dead 


Cap. 6. i. 


Ling Solomon | 
oodes and honor: ſo that he wantethyothing of all that his heart 


we deſire, and yet God gigeth lum not leave to emoy them, but auo- 


ther man ſpendeth them, The which (as it ſeemeth) he ap- 
pueth tohimſelfe, whome it chielly concerneth. In conclu- 
ſion, he ſeeth that zany thinges encreaſe vanity, and that a man 


vnder the Sunne findethnothing elſe as long as heliueth. 


Cap. 7. 


Solomon ac- 
knowledged 
his one im- 


petfection. 


Scarcitie of 


wiſemen and 
wiſe women. 


Euery thing 
will hauc his 
iud gement. 


There be 


before any of 


them which 


are yet liuing. 


Furthermoꝛe, the king though ſo wiſe) did complaine that 


he could not yet get wiſedome, but that che more hee ſought af 


ter it, the farther it went from him, pea,and ſo far, chat he might 
not reatch vnto her. In this ſoꝛt, whiles hee would expzeſſe 
the pꝛoloundnes of wiſedome, hee abaſed himſelfe beyond all 
mens expectation: foꝛ there is no man which knoweth the 
king, but eſteemeth him moſt wiſe, J haue alſo lately heard 
him to ſpeake much againſt Women, ſofarre, that whiles hee 
found the wilemen to be lo rare, as one to a thouſand in com- 
pariſon: He found not ſo much as one woman among them al, 
Further, he ſpeaketh much of this, that every thing wil haue an 
eportunitie aud iudgement, which cauſeth mee to dꝛead, what 
he thereby entendeth towardes any of vs: and the ſooner, be⸗ 
cauſe he added; That one man hath lordſbip or rule quer another 
man to his owne hurt; which ſeemeth to touch vs, and others, 
which are placed in authozity, and the moze, becaule beſaſth,, 
that ſome are contented to commend them which are deade, 


and gone, befoze them which be pet liuing: Yea, they pꝛaiſe 


ſuch as were in their lines diſtained with vngodlineſſe and ſin, 
fo; the which they were woꝛthily condemned and executed ac- 
coꝛdinglp, being ſuch asfuſtifie Adoniah and his cauſe, She- 
mei and his cauſe, and Ioab and his cauſe againſt the king 
notwithitanding, that euery one ol them, were both execra- 
ble wicked, and their wozkes abhomin able befo2e the Loꝛd e 
his boly annointed, fo2 the which they were iuſtly bzought in⸗ 
to iudgement, and died without honcur. 
Hut after that Zabud had a little pauſed, and none of the 


reſt had interrupted him, he pzoceded and ſhewed, that the 


„ 


- 
. 


ner. Andyet it cannot be dented, bat that there bee 


King declaredthe occaſion ok ſuch raſh Cenſoꝛes, and the bold- * 
nes of malepert perſons : Becauſe that euil workes are not ſpee- 
aily puniſbed, the heart of man giueth over himſelfe unto wicked- 

ſome ' 
talk, 
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fff, to whoie it befalleth, as vnto the wicked in this life, 1,.._- - 
in the which many thinges be carried confuſedly to mans vn- of worldly Mp 
derſtanding, (foꝛ hee cannot compꝛehend eyther the thinges hinges. 
themſelues, oꝛ the cauſes and occaſions of them by any his wit, 
wiledome, ſtudy oꝛ endeuours) and therefoꝛe by any thing 
which is done vnder the Sunne, and ſo in the kingdome ol va- 
nitp, No man knoweth whether he be beloued or hatedof God: 
for it often happeneth to one man as it doth unto another, yea to the 
good as to the euill: to the righteous as to the vngodly, tothe 
cleane as to the polluted, to him that offereth as to him that 
offereth not to the vertuous as to the ſinner, to the perinred, . 
as to him that is afraid of an oath: whereof there ariſeth great 
enuy of one againſt another, that the heartes ol men are ful of 
wickednes and madde fooliſhnes, as long as they line, vntill 
they die. J haue heard him alſo to ſap, that it h lyeth not to 
the ſwift in running, 02 to the ſtrong in battell, noꝛ to the wiſe Thinges hap. 
in feeding, noꝛ to the vnderſtanding man in enriching: noꝛ in por * men 
finding fauour to be cunning but that all heth in time and for, ching he 
tune. And that a man knoweth not hit time, but he is taken in eres 
the perilous ſeaſon:as the fiſhes are taken with the angle, & le dge or fore- 
the birdes in the ſnare. But he complaineth much, and that cat therefore 
daily of the great ingratitude of worldly men, which doe not one · 3 — b 
ly not care to requite, but alſo do foꝛget the greateſt bene dene — 
fites of their bountiluli benefacto2s.Yea, they ceaſe not maliti⸗ pared. 
oully to ſlaunder and defame them, that haue woꝛthily meri- Mans ingratis 
ted honour in their liues, hee greatly lamenteth the pa/pab/e Gde., 
ignorance of Princes, which befoꝛe all other s, ſhoulo bee wiſe, 1 gnorance of- * 
learned, and well nurtured, thereby the better able to perfo2m princes. 
their duties in their places: he perneth in his bowels, to be: 9 
hold how /eruants ride on horſes, and Princes goe ont heir feete, as 5a 1 e 4 
it were ſervants, And that wholecner aſſaieth to redꝛeſſe this exalted. 
monſtrous abuſe ofthe woꝛlde, is hurted and annoyed by 
them that ſtriue to maintaine ſuch abuſes: hee hath vttered, 
and duyly vttereth mand parabolicall ſapinges and darke ſen- 
tences, and J haue much pondered of the ſenſe thereof, Cee 
forth thy bread, (ſaith he) on the face of the running watert: S eue Cap r Th: 
a part ſeuen dayes, whenthe cloudes be fall,they powre down raine, "4 
where the tree falleth there it lyeth: he that regardeth the winde 
| ſometls - 
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part ol the canfeof the kinges foꝛrow and trouble hath ri⸗ 
ſen, oꝛ beene taken from ſome of vs, that haue beene and are 
daylie ſo neare and about his royall perſon, Mherefoze it 
ſhall not be amiſſe (in my iudgement) that wee firſt examine 
our owne woꝛdes, woꝛkes and dealinges, and wich an vp- 
right confctence, trie and iudge our ſelues fecretly with our 
felues, and finding with vs any part ol the tauſe, o2 th occa- 
ſion of this diſpleaſure, that we endeusure ſpeedily, and ſerke 
how to recure oꝛ mitigate the ſame: lefivhiles we delay, the 
king be ſo ouercome in thoſe his perilous paſſions, that bee 
map be hardly recanered. 
After that thoſe fozenamed Loꝛdes had thus ſpoken, euerß | 
bl them in his turne, Zadock the Pꝛieſt opened his mouth a- zadock, 
gaine, and with great grauity vttered thele woꝛdes in effect, | 
And mp lelfe(alſomy Loꝛdes) haue with theſe mine eares, 
beard thoſe and others the like wozds to bee ſpoken by our 
molt Soueraigne Lozd- But pet (as I haue conceined æõ 
thereolduely pondered) the Ring in ſuch his wozdes by you © 
befozeremembzed and reco2ded, hath-not ſpoken of vanitie, Solomon hack 
that is, hee hath not vttered any vaine oꝛ idle thing, noꝛ hath ot vſed = 
his tongue talked of deceit, but hee hath wel refraimed that, alk. 
and will doe ( as he hath pzoteſfed with patient Job) as long 
as his bꝛeath is in his body: fo2,as the King is ot al other the 
wiſeſt, ſo hath he had (eſpectally fithens the time that thoſe 
paſſions afflicted him) a due regard both ol his place and cal- 
ung. And truely ( in my iudgement) he hath made, and pet 
dayly maketh and augmenteth, 4 Catologue of maus vanities. 
zmder the Sunue, right woꝛthy to be lamented and abando- 
ned. And by this he would that men ſhould learne to con- The geceit & 
temne the wicked world, with the pompe and vmities thereof: „anitie of the 
foz why; he bath found, and pet perceiueth the woꝛld to be ve- world. 
rp deceitfull, the enentho2rible, and the paine thereof intol⸗ 
lerable, wherein not to leare, not to lament, not to be afflic- 
ted, not to bee in perill, not to bee toꝛ mented, it is moſf 
impoſſible, Surely,asthe King could not finde, ſo neither can 
I repoꝛt any good oꝛ pꝛoſitable thing of the World, There- . 
faze, O pe louers of the wozld, foz whoſe ſake pee ſtriue 
and make warres, your m_ can bee no greater, — 
| at 


8 


pfal. 50, 23. 


The former 


&@ ing Solomon 

that yce'ſhall be made the friendes ofthe wozlve: and what 
gaine pe by that? (urely, pee ſhall finde therein, that the fleſh 
will infect you, Sathan will deceiue pou, and the woꝛlde 
-herſelfe will daunt you: beſides that, the woꝛld paſſeth a- 
wap with her luſts: and if yee loue thoſe thinges that be hers, 
pee ſhallpaſſd away with her and her luſtes, and tbꝛough ma- 
ny perils pe ſhallfall at length into eternal toꝛments. Ther- 
Foze would our king, that pee ſhould leaue and contemne all 
thoſe vaine things of the woꝛld which perith, as that wherof 
pe can gather no pꝛoſite at all in the end, but paine and ſoz- 
rowes vnſpeakable. And ſurelv, neither hath the king ſpo- 


ken oꝛ done this without the argumentes ol many godly and 


diuine motions of minde, from whence, as from the treaſure- 
houſe ofa godly wiſe man, he yath bought foozth many hea- 
uenly Ozacles and (weet Sermons tending to the -:gheſt ho- 
nour of the euerleſting God, and the chiefe felicity of man: be- 


ing wo2thily eſteemed the two pꝛincipall endes of mans ele- 


ction and creation, the which is to be inquired, ſought after, 
and effected in the leare ol God, and the obſeruation and per- 
koꝛmance of his commanndementes, accoꝛd ing to that ſap- 


ing of the Lozd, which David the Kings father receiued from 


vis ſpirite, and committed vnto Aſaph thatercellentlinger; 


He doth me gloriſie indeed that prayſes yeeldes tome, 
And he that leades a godly hfe,my ſavmg health ſhall ſee. 


I thinke(vndoubfedly) that this ſodaine Metamoꝛphoſis of 
the king, is not occaſioned by any of vs here pꝛeſent. Neuer⸗ 


good counſell theleſſe, J diſlike not pour aduiſe (right noble Zabud) that 


approued by 
xadock. 


It is p 


euer p one of vs ſhould enter into himſelle, and duely examine 
and trie his woꝛdes and actions, eſpecially thoſe which in any 
ſoꝛte map touch our K oꝛd the ing and endeuour with ſpeede 
to redꝛeſſe and amend that whatſoeuer wee ſhall finde, oz at 
the leaſt ſuſpec to bee fauity pz amiſſe. Qoꝛ map this bee 


-ofitable dilliked ol any man liuing: nay rather it is to bee bighlycõ· 


for men to ex · mended in euerie man, as a vertue whereby hee may the bet⸗ 


amine their 


OWne Wayes. 


ter know himlelfe, ofthe which, whiles many men (though o⸗ 
therwile wiſe in this woꝛld) haue remained ignoꝛant, o wo | 
| wah 


1 


„ eee 
„ . 
2 % > &- ASA +2 n — 
1 n e 
£ * F 
N nay Vo 


SE ED 0 Koa ot peas * 
3 22 ae A 3 rs. Dee CA 25 
92 © PrNERES et F R002 Wo N= 2 5 

EC PIECE x * ky . 
nn { * "XY We 


leaſt fo2getful, they haue not onelp neglected the duties of their 
vocations, but miſſed the right ſcope ol their life, and ſo the 
higheſt happineſſe. But would to God, that the king were 
now, as he was ſometimes in thole monethes paſt, and in the 
dayes when God pꝛolpered him! when his light ſhined vpon 
bis head, when he wentfozth alter tde ſame light and ſhining, 
euen thꝛough the darkenes, as it ſtoode with him, when hee 
was young when God pꝛoſpered his houſe. and when the Al⸗ 
mighty was pet with him, and when hee had ioy and glad⸗ 
nelle in that his pꝛoſperiiy amongſt vs and his people! Then 
ſhould not ſozrowoppzelle his heart, noꝛ dꝛead of future dan · 
gers daunt our hope. But let the Loꝛd be true (as hee is ) 
and euery man a lyer : that ſo hee may wozthily bee extolled 
in his iudge ments, and pꝛapſed in his mercies: Which doubt ⸗ 


lefle is not the leaſt tauſe. that God in his wiſedome hathſuffe-- 
red many ot his Saintes (which haue been and map ſtand fo2/ 
ſingular examples ef pietie and godly vertnes vnto vs) not 


onely to ſhew fozth their humaine imperfection and inſirmi· 


tie by ſome certaine ſudinges and blemiſhes, but alſo to taſte 


of afflictions cuppe, aſwell foꝛ a cozrecton of their faults, 
as loꝛ an exerciſe of their ſpirites, no leſſe neceſſa- 
rp vnto man, then his daily foode in this 
wzetched wozlde. . 


E 2 


Job, 29. 2. 


Ling Solomon 


CA. V. 
| Solomons Lordes examining themſelves and their dealinges 


one by one, are in their owne conſciences cleared of any 


cauſe of his affliction, Zabud and Azariah are in- 
ied , 


S theſodaine alferation of King So- 
lomon (affer that hee came to him- 
delle again vpon the ſenſe of his ſinne) 
was very maruailous, and his woꝛds 
h aunſwerable to his deepe conceite: 


— 
SE 


3 ſhould not pꝛayſe himſelle, but rather another, pet theſe 
Loꝛdes vttered nothing of themſelues, as to blaſe in the 

In what minde pꝛide of their heartes, the honour oftheir owne demerites: 
and ſort the but as within the boundes of modeſty, they might excuſe 
gorder cleared andcleare themſelues of whatſoeuer might ber obiected to 
emſcluen. them. In this lorte the holy man Iob, and the holy Pa- 
triarke Abraham and Moſes and Samuel, and Sampſon, 

and David the Ring were not onely conſtrained, but well 

| | cdonten⸗- 
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tontented to doe, as in their ſeuerall hiſfozies plainely ap- - 
peareth. And herein they ſhe bw foꝛth not onely their great 

griefe concetuedfoz the kinges trouble, but alſo the deſire they 

haue to eaſe andremedy the ſame to their power, | | 

But now, as hee is faithfaill which perfozmeth that fn 

derde, which in woꝛde he hath pꝛoleſted and pꝛomiſed: ſo reue⸗ 2 bud hi5 a. 
rend Zabud ( who firſt ſpake thereof) beganne in this ſoꝛt to pologie. 
pertoꝛʒme it acco2dingly. And thus he laid: As the Hea- 
uen is high, and the earch deepe, ſo is the kinges heart vn- Pro. 25. 2. 
ſearchable. J haue heard him thus to ſap: therefoze omitting 

(as pet) the ſearch of his reines, (as Subiectes ſhould) J 
haue entered into mine owne heart, and haue eramined and The godiy man 
tried mineowne thoughtes, wozdes and wapes, eſpeciallp, rather iudgeth 
ſuch as concerne his Highneſſe. J haue not caſt mine epes kimlelfe chen 
on others, and cenſured them and their doinges and ſapings: chers. 
but J haue (J ſap) obſerued, tried and iudged mine own: 
fearing greatly, whether at any time the King, as hee is 
paſſing wiſe, hath noted any point ol folly oꝛ lightnes in mee, 
whome his grace hath vouchſafed to embzace, and to ble as 
his deere and familiar friend. Ju the which point it were 
an ingratefull part in me, and nothing beſeming the woz 

thines and honour of mp place, if ſhould in ſuch loꝛt be- 
haue my ſelfe, eſpectally .towardes him o2 them by whoſe 

rich bountfe J haue beene pzeferred, aduanced, and am dat- 

lie benefited andfauoured : pea, J tonkeſſe, I might well 

bee numbꝛed vppe among thoſe kooles, that haue crooked 
ſoules in vpꝛigbt bodies, foꝛ whome woꝛſhippe is ſa vnſrem- 
lp, as the ſnow foꝛ the Summer, and raine koꝛ the harueſt: 

whome, whoſoeuer ſhall place in high dignity, ſhall binde 

a ſtone in a ſling to hurt himſelfe. And in mp iudgement, 

as thoſe young Pellicans are wozthily loathed, reiected and 

abandoned of their Dams, which neither fecde them, no: 
comloꝛt them, noꝛ regard them, after the time they haue can 
weakened their bodies by ſhedding forth of their pzecious ene. 
bloud to cure and recouer them of the biting ofthe vene- | 
mous ſerpents:ſo alſo thoſe perſons do not only deſerue to be 

expelled andcaſt out ofthis honourable ſocietie, but to be eſtæ 

med not wozthy to liue, much leſſe to liue in honoꝛ that recom- 

3 pence 


King Solomon 
penee their mot gratious Pꝛinces and bountifull behefactozs, 
with ſuch monſtrous ingratitude, os will not onely not aſſay 
to requite, ; oz that doe ſoꝛget good turnes: but alſo peeld ha- 
tred and diſpleaſures ko that their louing demerites. Surelie, 
theſe be the perſons, in whom is plainely ſerne the enemy of 
the leule, the quencher out of merites, the diſpearcer of 
vertues, the deſtroper of Lenefites, theconfumer ofpieties 
fountaine, the dzyer vp ol mercies deaw, the'ſfopper of gra- 
ces ſtreame, the ſhutter out of Sonnes from their Fathers 
bleſſinges, and the ſame to the which the Almighty that foz- * 
med all things, and both commendeth and tommandeth grati⸗ 
tude to his Saints, ſhal adde the tranſgreſſoꝛs reward in the 
end. J am ſet in an high plate, and eniop therein like kauour or 
my Loꝛd the King. This J confeſſe, J doe pꝛayſe God foz the 
ſame, and am bolden to berightthanklull to my Soueraigne. 
God fozbid,J ſhould in the ſame ware pꝛoud, arrogant, diſs 
datncfull,enuionus,ozſeeke to reuenge pꝛiuate iniuries on the 
How zabud Which in times paſt haue abuſed me, although J be in place, ei- 
ee ther to hurt oꝛ pꝛoſite them at my pleaſure. J haue not (as 
Cour. being familiar with bis Grace)ſuggeſted any vngodly thing, 

; noꝛ flattered, no2 diſſembled with the King,no2 plated the ſp- 
cophant in accuſing others in his pꝛeſence. I haue not (though 
p:eferred and familiarly eſteemed of the Ringes Maieſtie) 
epther contemned oz neglected the dutie ol my Pꝛieſthosde, 
to the which J was called, no} the holy ſeruice and Relfgt« 
on: but denoutely attended the ſame, and withall waited on 
the King and followed him, neither haue J abandoned the cry 
of the pooꝛe with their petitions to the king. when they haue 
been oppꝛeſled: but I bane beene right glad fo heare them, and 
to further their ſuites, vea, and to defend and helpe the oppꝛel⸗ 
ſed, and them which had none helper, againſt the pzoudfaces 
of their oppꝛeſſozs. J haue been (as holy Iob hath taught me) 
an eye to the blinde, a ſtaffe to the lame, an eare to the deafe, 
a mouth to ibe dumbe, and a father to the fatherleſſe. J 

haue taken on me to further the honeſt ſuites of all the kings 

people that come to the Court foz iuſtice: howbeit not in 

that minde which Abſolon had vnder David, as the Loꝛd 

tamp witnes (foz he thought by this deuiſe to aſpire tothe 
| | Ring- 


5 BPW ⁵ OIE ooo POD CES e 
. 8 . FO Set IE tag gi LE EL iS — 2 
Gon CON? 3 . CES, £ 


a = "1 Ne * N 
E 2 FEC 
n « * „ — + 5 171 
2 p 4 By Fran Les RET ö - 
* 8 1 8 Y 4 e Fa 
8 ens 2 e = 8 } 
2 5 
5 1 : 


kirigdoirie) but in the ſame ſpirite which inp Lozd the Bing 
had vnder his father by the good counſaile of his mother, 


* 
£ 
{' © * 
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who thus taught him: Bee chen an Aduocare for the dumb Pro. 3 t. S. 9. 


to ſpeake in the cauſe of all ſuch as bee ſuccourleſſe in this trans 
ſitory worlde , Open thy mouth, defend the thing that is Law- 
full and right, and the cauſe of the poore and helpeleſſe. Mep- 


ther haue J in this reſpect taken any mans ore oz aſſe, 


o2 any thing elſe foz a bꝛibe oz reward, oz a Fee, as ſuch 
often accuſtome to doe which ſtand in high places, yea ra- 
ther J haue beens of Samuels ſpirite, and gladde . withall 
mine heart, that ſuch an occaſlon was offered mee to ex- 
pzeſſe my loue to the Loꝛdes pooze people: and therefoze 
J haue papde foꝛth of mfite owne, and beſfowed largelie 
both to the neede of the-opp2eſſed, and the puniſhment of 
thoſe pzowde perſons, which (knowing nat their duties) 
haue both abuſed the Ring and his liege people. To be 
ſhoꝛt, A haue as much (as lap in me) endeudured in my 
place to diſcharge my duetie, to beneſite my Countrie to 
ſerue my King, and to glozifie the L oꝛd of heauen. There; 


koze J perſwade, that the Kinges Grace is not grieued oꝛ of- 


ended thꝛough me. Loe (my Lo2ds all) this haue I ſaide foz 
my ſelfe: if any of you caniuſtly accuſe mee of any thing 
oltenſiue in this matter, ſap on, and let mee not bee holden 
qufltleſſe. * . | 


Zabudhad ſcarcely bttered thoſe woꝛdes in ſuch his ho. Azarizh ex- 
neſt and lawlull excuſe : but Azariah (who thought it verp minech and 


long, per hee could likewiſe enter into his owne Apologie) to (ole. 


declare his innocency,ſpake. and pꝛoteſted, ſaying: And Jo: 
mine owne part) ſeeing the King in this kind of diſpleaſure, I 
bane alſo many times ſuſpected, whether his Excellency, who 
batheralted me, of his owne grations heart without any 
my demerites to this honourable place, hath obſcrued oz no; 
ted, oz ſuſpected in me any touch ol couetouſneſſe, ambition, 
p2ide, vaine glozy, oꝛ any kind of treacherie, oz dilloialtie to- 


xtuſeth him 


wardes his Þighneſſe:o2 any kind of iniuſtice done oꝛ offered 


to his people:wherof J here openly pꝛoteſt befoze thee Icho- 


vah our God and pou al, that J am as guiltleſſe (in mine on. 


c onſcience)as the innocent childe that lyeth in the cradle: foz 
N | | E 4 thus 


King Solomon 
thus (indeed) J ſhould declare my ſelſe to beeeſfeemed woꝛ⸗ 
thie this place and office. Foꝛ J perſwade, that as choſe pops 
and ſtayes in an houſe, which are eyther noyſome, rotten, oz 
vnp2ofitable,ſhould ofnecefſitte be remoued, that ſome ſtron⸗ 
ger and moꝛe commodious might be placed in the ſame: ſoal 
vVhatperſoas ſuch perſons which ſtandinplace,as to ſuppozf, ſtay vp and 
arc moſt mecte Malntaine the eſtate and honour of their P2ince and common 
for authority. Wealth be remoned and excluded both from his fauour and 
al authoꝛity, which wat the feare ol the Lo2d, x thoſe heroical 
vertues which are ſo needefull and commendable in ſuch - 
perſons, which extend not their fozces to the due ſeruice and 
honour ol th one and benefite ol th other, and ſuch other to be 
p2eferred & ſet in their places + beſt lauoured, which are both 
wel qualified, and ready to perfoꝛm their right offices in either, 
as ſuch, whereof the king at all times, and vpon all occaſtons, 
may happily take and receiue counſel 4 comfozt, the common - 
wealth ſafety t vtilitie,*Therfoze among many other things) 
as the king hath not onely placed me in office oner all his pur 
The office of VeYours + Catoꝛs fo; his houſe, and ſwoꝛn me to do c obſerue 
che. Purueyor. my duty truſtily therin, with this eſpectall charge, that neither 
nh. > they, noꝛ any other his ſeruantes ſhould oppꝛeſſe, wzing oꝛ 
r wong his ſubiects vnder colour of taking oꝛ making pꝛouiſion 
10 loꝛ his houſe, Knowing howicne a Pꝛince by ſuch meanes 
map become hatetull to his Subiects: I haue pꝛonided char · 
ged and regarded, that both the ſaide Purueyoꝛs and their ſer- 
nants be men ol good repoꝛt, andfaithfull and true dealing 
perſons, and that they be duly ſwoꝛne fo reſpect the kings cõ⸗- 
mandement, and to execute their offices accoꝛdingly ext A 
haue regarded, that none of the ſhould pꝛeſume to go fozth with 
out bis lawful warrant oꝛ commiſſion ſealed with the Kings 
ſeale,fopend,that both ci ẽſelues might know and remember 
their charge therin,x the people might neither ſuſpect their an- - 
thozity noꝛ feare of the miner of their dealings. Thirdly, 1 
haue ſtraffely charged the inthe kings name, that they exact 
not, noꝛ wꝛeſt any thing fromthe Commons but vpon agree- 
ment at a reaſonable pꝛice betweene the, t the owner of the 
things fo be take vp. And that il any thing be takẽ on credit foz - 
theking to be paid foz at a dap appointed, that Þ purueioꝛs ha- 
| ung re- - 
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receinedthoſe monies out of the kinges Exchequer doe nei 
ther conuert the mony to their owne vſe,no2 deteyne it from 


the Creditoꝛs, noꝛ delay to ſatiſſie them at the ſaide dates, And 
becauſe all places of the Cotmtry are not ſfozep with victuals 
and luch other things alike, I haue pzoutded and charged that 
pꝛouiſion fo2 the kings houſe be made in ſuch places where the 
moſt plentieof thoſe thinges are, and that at meets and conue 
nient times, and at ſuch reaſonable rates pꝛites as the ſeller 
map wel alooꝛd the ſame, without thzeates oz violent ſpeeches. 
Alſo, that the purueioꝛs ſhal not fo; fauoꝛ, fine oz bꝛibe, foꝛbear 
to take of one man moꝛe then ol another, whole goods are ly- 
able to their authoꝛitie at merte pꝛices: noꝛ ſhall charge oꝛ ex- 
acte ol one man moꝛe then ol another, foꝛ any malice, euil-· will 
oꝛ ſuggeſtion of friendes oꝛ acquaintances: To bee ſhoꝛt, as 
they are ſwoꝛne to obſerue and perfonrme the kings comman- - 
dement and their duty therein: ſo haue J duly examined them x 
their dealings from time fo time. And ik any haue bene founde 
faultpe oꝛ offenſine in this caſe, I haue not onely abhozred and 
baniched them the Court, but ſeuerely puniſhed them, as capi⸗ 
tall enemies to the king and his people. Moꝛesuer, as touch · 
ing the pꝛouiſion of mine owne houſe, J haue had no leſſe re- 
gard, that none of my Catoꝛs oz Dfficers ſhoulde at any time 
exact of the kings ſubiects any kind of victuals,Cozn, Cloath, 
Cariages oz whatſoeuer els without the good wills and con · 
ſent of them whoſe the things be, and without making a law- 
full bargain e betweene them foz the ſame; noꝛ pet without 
pꝛeſent pape accoꝛding ts their agrements, and that whenſo . 
euer J found any of my ſeruants oz officers, whether fo2 their 
filthie luc re, oꝛ mine owne commoditp, to offend in their dea - 
lings, J haue neither defended them, noꝛ kauoured them; noz- 
wincked at their faults, but J hauerepꝛouedthem, caſt them 
ont ot fauaur, depꝛiued themok their offices and ſeuerely puni· 
ſhed them pea, J haue compelled them to reſtoꝛe and peelde a- 
gaine to the true owners the treble vale w of ſuch goods lo ta- 
ken vp with like coſts of ſuite; beſides their amerciamẽts to the 
kings Maieſtie at his pleaſure. Cruely, this ſhould be the de 
ſire of the Nobles, and ſo much the ſooner, that the commons - 


might not be maued to murmure, but to commend * dea- 
| Jt nges 
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lings that their owne conſciences, might neither accuſe noz 
condemne, but excuſe and cleare them:the pooze people might 
not curſe, but bleſle them the kings grace might not be offended 
but well pleaſed with them: and the Lozd of heanen might not 
in iuſtice plague, but in mercy pꝛoſper them in their honour. 
Thus haue J done and duly regarded, and fozmy part, J 
would not wich to liue, much leſſe to line in this honour, lon⸗ 
ger then J am able, oꝛ at the leaſt baue a faithfull deſire both 
to aduance the true honour ofthe eternall God, pꝛeſerue and 
maintaine the molt woꝛthie Patelkie of mp Doueraign Loꝛd, 
- benefit the common-wealth and diſcharge my duty in my 


place. 


Car. W. 


Abiſbar the Maſter of the Kings Pallace, Tehoſophat the 
Recorder and Helioreph and Ahiab the Secretaries ex- 
amine and cleare themſelves, | 


Ahiſhar theM. M YYY D ſooneas Azariah had endedhis 
of the Palace N eg IS Apologie, and ſoclearedhimſelfe of 
and his officce |, > SZ alltuſt offence oferedtheking: Ahi- 
e char themaſter olthe kings Pallace, 

A ode foozthand ſaide: The Ringes 

FH PMaieſtie hath of his gratious fauour 
R2.,102datned me the after of his Roy- 

Fn FE. Se Palace and therein, what be hath 
— concepued ol me in any thing dilli⸗ 
king his minde, J know not: noz woulde J wich to incurte 
bis diſpleaſure, which is as fearefullas the roaring ofa L pon- 
when as his lauour is like the pleaſant dew vpon the graſſe, 
and ks the rapne in the time of drieth. But this J 
knowe , that to the vttermoſt of my power; wiſedome 
and diſcretion, J haue done mp duetye aſwell _— 


pro.19.12. 
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his Solace 


the pꝛeſeruation of the good oꝛders of the kings houſe as in my 
behauiour towards his highnesz and this J pꝛoteſt ſoꝛ my ſelle 
not vaine gloꝛiouſip to boaſt of mine integrity, and demerites 
(fo2 therein Jconfefſe, haue done but as J ſhoulde, and am 
bound to do) but to expꝛeſſe my lopall heart, and to excuſe my 
ſelfe of all ſach ſuſpected crime, as might iuſtly moue the kings 
mind to this high ſoꝛrowe, the which J would not ( foꝛ all that 
Jam woꝛth in wozldly wealth chould bee occaſioned thꝛaugb 
me. And therefoꝛe, as touching mine office, J haue been right 
earcful and diligent that the kings pallace might be clenſed and 
cleared of all ſuch vayne perſons as hauing neither the feare ol 
God, noꝛ any honoꝛ ol the king, docõmonly diſturbe x bꝛeak all What kiad o? 
good oꝛders inhouſes, incitttes,inComonwealths:I haue not deensare 
only abandoned, but alſo cauſed the Court gates to bee ſhut and vnfit for che 
barred againſt all Caynes, Hagars, Iſmaels, Eſaus, Chams, Kings Courts 
Dalilaes, Achitophels, Doegs, Shimeis, Nabals, Zibaes, 
Adoniahs, Ioabs, Ieroboams, as ſuch as are knowne to 
be p:oud, headdy, highminded ambitions, trecherous, couetous | 
enuious, malitious, together with allfoznicatozs,” murthe- 5 
rers, ſwearers,.lyers, whiſperers, backbpters, boaſters,figh- E 
kers bꝛawlers: At pꝛofane, idle, ireful, ſlothſul, and vncourteous 
perſons, haters of God, vnnaturall, vnmercifull, ſuch as ſay in 
their hearts that God is not, and ſuch as knowing God, honoz 
him not as God: but giue themſelues ouer vnto al vngodlines, 
Theſe are they which diſturbe the tranquillitie of bzotherly 
felowſhip andall.gaod oꝛder and thereloze are wozthtly expel- 
led and kept out. 
E Onth other ſide, haue gladly admitted, ent ertained, 

refained and embzaced righteous and godly Abel, Abra- hat corfon 
ham, Iſaack, Iacob, Sarah, Anna, Ruth, Sheim, Lot, Io- ſhould _ 
ſeph, Sampſon, Gedeon „Joſuah Aaron, Nathan, Gad, Sa- come to the 
muel, Abigail as luch both men and women as are holy, Court. 
tuff, wiſe, faithfull, obedient, gentle, louing, docile, af- 
fable, diligent, conragions, induſtrious, gratefull, benefi- 
tial, religious, godlp, chaſte and vertuous: Theſe J ſap, 
J haue gladly welcommed and admitted whether they 
were pooze 03 rich: knowing well, it is the Ringes will 


b King Solomon | 
good pleaſure J ſhould ſo do; that ſo his pallace ſhould not on- 
lp be an houſe of Noble-men, but a receptable fo receiue and 


intertaine the holy and iult, ſuch as might become not only the 
kings Court, but the mount Zion, and that holie houſe which 


he bath built foꝛ the name of the Loꝛd. No w, to this is ad- 


altiecuercitts 
and che orders ded a ſpetiall care, firlt, that the Lozd of heauen be ſerued,and 
of che pallace. then the houſe oꝛdered and diſpoſed in other thinges connent- 


1 


ent: Thzee times in the dap are they called to this ſeruice, 
namely at mozning, at none, and in the tuening, notwith- 
ſtanding the oꝛdinarie repaire to the Temple, with his Mate- 
ſtie. They which are merry are ererciſed in ſinging of Pſalms 
hymnes and ſpirituall ſongs:they that be alllicted, are occupied 
in pꝛaper: and both th one and th other, do oꝛdinarilie vſe 


to read, . with vnderſtanding the Lawe, the Judges, and 
the bokes of the godlie and wile, wherebp wiſdome and the 


knowledge of God is learned and followed, and therein are 
they excited as well by woꝛd, as by examples to meditate dap 


aͤnd night, and fo oꝛder themſelues accozding to the ſame in 


I 
| Monarchicall 
gouerment. 


2 


3 
The kings hou 
ſold ſeruants 


all thinges. And as touching the oꝛdinarie ſeruices within 
the kinges houſe (as the king hath likewiſe deniſed and giuen 
in charge) Jhane beenecarefull foꝛ the oꝛder thereof, the faci- 
litie ofperfozmance,and the conditions of the kings ſernantes: 
There is among them an obſerned oꝛder, which hath a cheife 
reſpect vnto one cheile Officer koꝛ the better perfozmance:fo2 
where there is not in gouerment one pꝛincipall perſon, by 
whom the others are to be directed, there confuſton marreth al 
t nothing can wel pꝛocerde: Then that facilitie may bee added 
to the executið of thoſe ſeruices, it is pꝛouided that one man be 


not ouercharged either with many offices, oꝛ in one ſuch office 


as paſſeth one mans abilitie to-perfo2me ; but that the ſame be 
particularlie diſpoſed to particular perſons, as it is thought 
both eaſy and conuenient fo2 the one and the other, in time # 
place. And as there was an eſpeciall care taken and had who 
ſhould be admitted, and who ſhould be expelled the Court :fo 
is there noleſſe conſideratfon of the eleaion and reteining of 
the kings houſhold ſeruantes :' Tt is therefoze required, that 
they befaithfull, that they deceiue not the King, and that they 
be wile and prudent, not to be decieued by others. Pozeouer 

| that 
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that thepbe docile, induſtrious, courteous, gentle and virty- 
ons, Lheſe and manyſuch be the oꝛders andſernantes of the 
kings houle, inſtituted by his molt wiſe diſpoſition, the which 
alſo I haue withall diligence endenonredto maintaine to my 
power, accoꝛding to his will - This the noble Nueene of Saba 
at her being here, obſerued and commended with high pꝛapſes 
to the hondꝛ ol the king, the top olhis people, and the gloꝛp of 
the euerlaſting God. Theſe woꝛds (am ong others) (pake 
Ahiſhar, the which being ended, Ichoſophatthe Recorder 
put fozth alſo his Apologie. And whether in the Recoꝛds 02 Ichophe 
geltes ( laid he) which are wzitfen, remembzed oꝛ confirmed {7 e000 | 
by me, the king hath eſpied oz beene cerified of any err oꝛ oz 
faulte diſpleaſing his conceit, J alſoreff donbtfull, Indeede 
all things cannot be ſo carried 02 wꝛiten by any Scribe oꝛ Re 
cozder whatſoeuer, but that imperfections oꝛ fanlfes may be 
made . lound therein; as there is no man ſo perfea, but he 
map haue a fault, and no man lo wife but he map by an occa- 
ſion ſlide, and dy want ol herde paſſe ouer a fault in his time, 
a thing lone done, eſpecially in them that wꝛite o2 recoꝛd much 
92 haue many and ſundrie matters occurring, moleſting, and . 
diltracting the mind. Notwithſtanding J hold it not onelyfoz ,;.* - de. ” 
à fault, but a fault intolerable that a Recorder either fo2 fa- 
uour, loue, oꝛ affection to one:02 foꝛ malice, enuie, hatred oz 
dillike ol another, ſhould falſefie a Record, oꝛ willingly w2ite 
o2 conſent to the waiting oz recoꝛding ol that which is falſe; oꝛ 
ſhouldraze oꝛ blot out that which is true. This is a ſinne a- 
gaynſt God an offence to the Ring the periſhing ol a god con 
ſcience.the decay of a good name, the ſubuerting ol mens rites 
the cauſe of contentions, and an occaſton ol greate inconue⸗ 
niences euen in thoſe matters and cauſes which concerne man 
and man; howmuch moze then are ſuch vngodlp pꝛactizes 
both heinous and hurtſull in the thinges which concerne the 
Loꝛd of heauen and his truth, to the which to add anp thing, 
oz from the which to take away, deſerneth an extirpation and 
loſſe both ol body and ſoule. The conſideration hereof{ my 
L.92ds ) and the daunger not foꝛgotten, willmake a man her⸗ 


die andcarefuli, that in this office, he neither erre , 
miſſe 


King Solomon | 
amilſe, much moꝛe that he offendnot of ſefpurpoſe, But to 
ſpeake foz mp ſelle, I haue aduẽtured to recoꝛd nothing be- 
ſides the truth, « that alſo which is not onely la wlull and hg. 
neſt, but right woꝛthie the kings Annales, and very pꝛolitable 
to be remembꝛed in the poſteritie, as ſuch whereof the kings 
father (pakeſaping This Hal be written and recorded for them 
that come after. The truth of the thing, & mine owne conſcience 
ſhall alwates teſtifie foz me both befozeGod t man, the one is 
ſtrong e pꝛeualletb, 4 Þ other is to me as a thouſand witneſſes, 
either to acquite me ofguilf,oz to iuſtiffe my doings in this caſe - 
Pozeouer pe ſhallfind(my Loꝛd) if it pleaſe ponto turne ouer, 
peruſe and conſider the Necoꝛds, that there is nothing contfat- 
ned therein, recozded oꝛ confirmed by me, | beſides that which 
hath beene well conſidered ofand weighed with deliberations. 
iudgement in this place and ſocietie, and by the conſent of pour 
honoꝛs decreed to be committed to my Reco2d,Ifit be found o⸗ 
ther wiſe, e the fault pꝛoued to reſt in me. ( eſpecially if any ſuch 
fault be wilinglie done) let me beare the blame thereof: yea: 
let me( as well woꝛthie) be depꝛiued of the honour ofmy place, 
let me be puniſhed as a periured and faithleſſe wꝛetch, and let 
me vtterly be diſcreited ⁊ made aſhamed, to the terroz and er - 

aàmypfle ol all others. But J truſt in God, that howfoeuer ſome: 

haue taken offences befoze they be giuen, who therein reſem⸗ 

ble childzen of variable affectids, the Rings Grace, being mol 

wille, is not offended at me, ſeeing J haue not offered him any a 

bule oz iuſt cauſe oz occaſion of any ſucb matter: Andthat thoſe: 

thinges which haue beene recoꝛded by mee in the kinges 

Annales, cheifely. ſuch as concerne God and the king 
ſhall be belieued, as the moſt certaine truth ſhall be receiued 

into the holte church and eſteemed and canonized loꝛ authozity- 

with them that come after vs, euen vnto the end of daies. 

8 2 This being ſpoken the two Secretaries ſtod fozth, namely 

cretaries excuſe Helioreph and Ahiah: And we alſo (ſaid Helioreph) 

and iuſtifie thẽ- haue beene much froubledwith the like fcare, whether his 

__ excellent Matelſtie bath holden either ol vs oz our dealings 

ſuſpenſine, as towching either the reueling ol any bis ſecrets 

committed to either ol vs, oꝛ cõcerning any commandemetes: 

| ; | | Pꝛecepts 
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Pꝛecepts, patents, warrants, oꝛ letters, that haue been w2ft- 
ten and ſet foo ꝛth by vs, oꝛ either of vs in His highn es Name. 
without his e xpꝛeſſe commandement, will oz knowledge fir ſt 
had and obtained therein. But truely, as this were a note ot 
much malepartneſſe in vs and is indeede) a dangerous kinde 
of Tzeaſon, ſo ſhould we thereby occaſion the kinges people 
and ſubiecs not onely to murmure againſt vs t cur dealings, 
but to condemne the king of great ſimplicitie and weakenes, 
permitting oꝛ neglecting ſuch our bold pzeſumption- pea, and 
they may thereon much dzead, what we mayperaduenture ds 
and execute againſt them in the kings name, contrary to the 
la wes, and the good pleaſure ot the king, who being (as they 
know) moſt wiſe, pꝛudent and filled with diu ine graces, nei- 
ther willeth,no2 executeth willingly any thing in the gouern- 
ment of his people, but that which ſtandeth with righteouſnes 
and equitie, and therein ſheweth great magnanimitie + king⸗ 


ly vertues towards them all, whether they be pooze 62 rich. Num. 2.23. 


Neither J thinke but that, as they which ſinne ag ainſt the 


Loꝛd of heauen,are found ont ol their owne ſinnes, when hee . 22,5. 


goeth about to iudge aud puniſh them, as Moſes ſaid:noꝛ ſha l 
there be found adayſe-man:betweene God ex the, as in matters 
oftreſpasbetwirtma + man, as father Eli the high {?zteſt inhfs 

time ſaid:ſo, ſuch as vſurp, pꝛelume and ſinne aganſt the kings 
honoꝛ ſhal neither be hidden, notwithſtanding their great hypo⸗ 
criſp c diſſimulation:noꝛ be holden gutitles in the day when hee 
ſhal come to viſit them in his fierce wꝛath. But cõcerning any 
ſuch matter doubted of me, 7 here teſtilie from my cleare con 
ſciece; that il ſuch a queſtion were pꝛopoſed, I would gladly and 
that ſafely ſtueare. take the liuſng God to recoꝛde fo2 me, that 
as J haue been euer ſecret to his grace in matters ot ſecretie to 
me comitted with al fidelity: ſo hath there not any thing ſo paſſed 
mine handes ts bee ſent loꝛth to his ſubiects touching any the 
kinges affaires, without his graces will oz pꝛeſcript comade- 
ment:oꝛ at the leaſt with: nt his certaine knowledge, 4 that J 
haue, to the vttermoſt ol mysbill  habilitte, behaued my ſelle 
faithfully in this reſpect both cowards my Toꝛd the king x bis 
liege people. *And theſame may be ſaid alſo foꝛ me(ſaidthe o- 
ther ſecretary)in al points as J likewiſe here pꝛoteſt foꝛ myſelf 
with integrity 


pro. 12· 1. 


Ling So omon 


integritie of minde. eyther, beſides the danger that of ſerch 
a fault might enſe w, J p2omile pou faithfully A durſt not ad- 


_ venture to attempt that which J knowe woulde much 


empaire andhurt that credif and good name, the which (as the 
King hath ſaide) is better then the ſweete ſmelling oint- 
mene, and wozth the pzeferring , befoze Siluer, Gold, 
and pꝛetious ſfones.. At is true that the (weeteſauoure of 


The couetous filthie lucre both diſſwadeth- and perſwadeth many a 
mind of offi- thing: and the moſt part of all perſons care very little 


bow, oz by what meanes they come by wealth. when as 
wealthie they would bee: and therefoze oftentimes ſuch as 
be p;eferred ta offices by his royall grace eſfeming their 
pꝛinate gaine and honour foz the right end of their funct- 
ons and callings, deale therein, J [ay not, with great 
partialitie, but with deepe iniguitie, whiles ſeruing rather 
Mammon then the true God, they ſap in their hearte, il 
not with their mouth, what will ye giue me?: What ſhall J 
bane 2 What reward will ye beſtowe? and ſo fill their co- 
fers with the treaſures of vngodlines and ſinne, which doe 
pet but waite the oppoztune time, wherein they map be called. 


fozth not onely to teſfifte, but alſo to cry and callfo2 vengeance 


againſt them. And then they ſhall confeſſe and ſape:we haue 
indeed weariedour ſelues in the way of wickednes e deſtruci- 
on, what good hath this vngodly gaine and the pompe of rich- 
es bꝛought vs? But J hope that the kings grace is not offen- 
dedat me to whome to my knowledge, Jhaue not giuen (as. 
touching my duty in my place) any occaſion ot offence. The 
L oꝛd ſaue his noble Grace, and graunt that hee may thinke 
and reſolne of mee but as in equitie haue deſerued, then, 
as mine owne integritie of conſcience doth cleare mee; ſo 
ſhall not his noble Grace be perſwaded to ſuſpect me: 
But as J am well reſoluedin the one, hee ſhalbe 
ſatiſtied in the other: and ſo neither ſhall 1 
keeare the terroꝛ of his face, noꝛ 
his grate be either grieued 
a offended at any 
fault ob 
mine. 
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Adoniram the Treaſurer, Aria os chiefe Colle- 
ga, and Benaiah the Captaine auer the Kinges 


2 are inſtified concerning the cauſe _ the Kinges 


& the fo2zmer Lozdes had ſpoken 
in the clearing of themſelues of all 
2 offence offered fo the King , which 
a © might occaſion his affliction and Adoniramthe 
5 trouble of minde : So alſo Ado- Lord Treatu- 
niram the Lozde Tzeaſurer, A- 3 integri- 
28 zariah the chiefe Collectoz , and 
= Benaiah the Captaine of the kings 
hoaſtes endenoured the like , And 
firff Adoniram ſpake to this effect . Jt map bee that 
the Kinges Maieſtie hath conceyued againſt mee ſome 
matter in minde to the diſquiet of the ſaine . But truely 
(mp Lo2des) as ye&- haue ſaide and done: ſo map J alio 
boldely ſay and auouch foz mine 8wne ſinceritie and vp- 
right dealinges as fouching the thinges in the which it 
bath pleaſed his Þighneſſe to put mee in truſt . J haue 
not beene of that couetous minde, and of that baſe. and 
coxrupt nature to conucigh the Kings Treaſure into mine 
owne cheſtes foz any my pzinate vſes: the which pet, is the 
only end fo2 the which ſome men hunt after 4 leeke foꝛ ſuch 
Otfices, little caring how the king oz the commons do either 
pꝛoſper oꝛ decay: No2 haue J waſted, ſpoiled oꝛ ryofouſly 
ſpent oꝛ conſumedthe ropall wealth: as ſome haue done, re- 
ſpeding rather their owne pleaſures, then the kings p2ofit, to 
the abuſe ofthis authoꝛitie: noʒ haue J purchaſed in large 


landes, builte bp ſumptuous houles, endowed my wie, 
F exalted 
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exalfed mp ſonnes, married my daughters, 02. otherwile pꝛo- 
uided fo2 mine houſe and poſterity, with that which J haue 
receiued fo2 the King, 4 the which (without his eſpecial war- 
rant to the contrary) is onely to be employed, oz kept andpze- 
ſerued to and fo2 his Maieſties v and the affaires ol his king- 
dome, J haue neither deteined noꝛ withholden that, which 
haue beene willed oz commaunded by the King to diſkurſe and 
papfoozth, as if the things were mine own.to bee vſed and cõ⸗ 
maunded, noꝛ vnder colour of mine office and authoꝛity, haue 
J extoꝛted, exaded, o2 encroched that ofthe kinges people, 
which was neither due to his Pateſfie, noꝛ lyable in right to 
mp commiſſion oꝛ authoꝛity. But why ſhould I be pꝛolixe aud 
tedious in declaring further what J haue not bæne, and what 
J haue not done, that might bzeede offence? It is enougg 
foz me to tell vou that J haue executed mine office, and done 
my duety faithfully to the vttermoſt ol my power. 3 haue 
kept and pꝛeſerued the Nopall treaſures foꝛ the honour ot his 
Maieſtp, the weale ol his Realme, and the daunting of the e- 
nemie, with a good conſcience: and as there was neuer king 


mionꝛe rich: ſo was here neuer any moꝛe carefull in pꝛeſeruing 


and moꝛe herdelu lin well employing the wealth of the ſame. 


It is wonderfull to rerkon vp what hath bene receined, and 
àgaine, to tell what hath beene paide out, in and about the 


kinges bulldinges ol his Temple, of his houſes, ok his Citi 
es, ok his Townes, of his walles, and about manp other 
thinges. The dealers in and about theſe great matters map 
neither be ignoꝛant, noꝛ inexpert, no2 negligerif.. In al the 
which ( J ſap) 3 haue dealt pet as iuſtly, and as carefully as 


might: bowbeit not without great toile, trauell, and weake- 


ning both of mind and bodo. But pet J haue beene glad and 


keadythus to imploy my ſe le, ſo far fooꝛth as therein I might 


pleaſe my Loꝛd the king, and diſcharge mp duety towardes 


ginn in this ſeruice. And truely in all theſe great dealinges, 


as I haue beene faithfull, and therein diſcharged mine oath x 
tonſcience both to God and the king: So did J neuer (as pet) 
eyther heare, oz obſerue in the king, that hee was diſpleaſed 
with mee foꝛ any mine aaions oꝛ defnges therein. Neither 
delleue J. that at this pꝛeſent hee hath taken any iuſt — 

| | againſt. 
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huis Solace. 26 
agatnſt me in any thing that offendeth bis king lie mind. bie 


being ſaid, Adoniram pauzed. At the which Azariah the 
Collector ſtoode fozth, and ſpake in his owne defence, and 
thus hee ſaid: Although ſo it be, that the kinges trouble may 
not ſpꝛing from any ol vs all, (my Loꝛdes) yet, as this one 
thing bath woꝛthily touched the conceites of others, by the 
which they haue berne right willing foz the better ſaciſ- 
faction of others, and foꝛ the eaſe and clearing of their owne 
conſciences to examine and iudge themſelues end their dea 
linges: foam J alſo moued and read:e with the reſt to exa· 
mine and iudge my ſel e. with all mine actions and dealinges 
in the kinges affaires: fo2 be that is ſilent in ſuch a time of 
triall, map be iudged gulltie and wozthy blame, how free & 
cleare ſoeuer he be. And againe, how willing loc uer the in- 
nocent perſon be to abide the trial ot iuſtice, the guilty and faul- 
tie perſon will euer ſhunne, oz ſeeke to ſhilt from himſelfe the 
right triall and the cenſure of law: foꝛ he that doth cuill ha. 
teth the truth: noꝛ will heecome tothe light, that his wic 
kednes might not appeare. Thereloꝛe knowing mine vp- 
rightnes, J ſtand to be tried, and ſpeaking foz my ſelfe, thus J 
pꝛoteſt: howſoeuer it be, that J be holden faultie, oꝛ ſuſpected, 
of anp indirect courſes and pꝛoctedinges in my ſuruey of his 
Maieſties Collecto2s, Recepuers, Auditours, 02 of any kind 
of wꝛongkull exaction, extoꝛtion oppꝛeſſion, oꝛ vniuſt impoſi⸗ 
tions of taxes, tributes oꝛ tolles on his liege people, oꝛ of any 
kind ol miſhemeanour oz lawles behauiour towardes his 
Grace and them: J am able here with an vpꝛight heart fotu- 
ſtiſie my ſelfe and my doinges: albeit, J doe not thzonghlie 
know what euerie particular meane officer inhts place hath 
done, epther good oz euill. But fo2 that (as occaſion map 
require) let euerp one ot themplead 4 anſwere foꝛ himſelle, and 
let the guiltie perſon beare the blame of his owne guiltines, as 
well woꝛthy. And it may be(fo2 it is a thing too too common 
with officers) that many lone to licke their owne fingers in 
their offices, ho loſoeuer they be ſwoꝛne lo doe and deale iuſt⸗ 
iy: whereofthe P2ouerbe is, that i in a good thing for a man 
to haue an office. Nereol it is (indeed) that many ithinges are 
purloined, and much ol the moo treaſure TN; — 
2 e 


Az:riah the 
L. Coll ectot 
ac q uiteth him « 
ſelte in his 
office. 


A guiltie perſd 
is fearefull. 


A fault in the 
mea rerofficers 
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the way: neither can a great part ol that either come home 
to tbe kinges coffsr, oz be bzcught to light, which is either 
paped o; reteiued to and foz the kinges vſe , ſuch is the fault of 
Officers. But to ſpeake of mpſelfe, J haue done that which 
J haue been able to da in mine office, as mine owne coſctence 
teffificth fo2 me be foze God and the king. J haue taken the 
Accompts, viewed the Audictes, reckoned the Recelfes, re- 
ceiued inthe moneis and duties; J bane againe diſburſed, al. 
towed + paid out »w J haue oz might haue receiued, faithfully 
to the kinges vſe: that which remaineth is made knowne. and 

I am alwapes readie both to yeeld an accompt of thoſe things 

and ol mp dealinges therein. J haue cleared my fingers, and 

am ready to cleare my conſcience, J doubt not therefoze, but 

that as the king is wiſe, à hath t wo eares in his head: ſo he 

hath not opened them both vnto bim which hath ſiniſtrelie 

| accuſed oz llaundered me befoze his ropall pꝛeſence: but hath 
[Solomons diſ- pet reſerued the one of his eares foꝛ me, when A ſhall come 
 creris iniudg- foꝛth to be heardin my honeſt x tult delẽce, ſoꝛ this pꝛincelie vir» 
m—_ tue hath been ener apparant and ſhining in the king,from the 
tyme that be began to go out and in beloꝛe vs and the peo - 
ple. Such woꝛds ſpake Azariah the — 2 then 

. 5 gaue place of ſpeach vnto Benaiah the Captaine, Who had ex- 

Benaiah the pected, as pet, when he might haue the like opoꝛtunity to 

captain? d<<!2- ſpeake foz himſelle amonglt the reſt * And thus he pꝛo⸗ 
ty for his owne teſted With great boldneſſe: Being placed ouer the kinges 
dilcharge in hoaſtes, I haue berne alſo ready foꝛ my part in all pointes to 
his olfice. do mp duetie, and to eſchew and abandon the contrary, as 
any other whatſoeuer. J know how ready ſome are to lea- 
ute warres, and fo wage battailes, without the Pzinces au⸗ 
thoꝛity: howhaſty ſome are to ioyne their authoꝛitie to old 

ſoares when they would be reuenged: how ſome haue vpon 
diſpleaſure, pꝛeſſed foꝛth the vnwoꝛthy to ſerue in the Ringes 
warres, and againe foz money haue releaſed and ſent them 
home agatne which were meeteſt foz: the ſeruice: how ſome 
haue refeined fo themſelnes the poze Souldiers pate, and 
others haue receiued from the kinges Treaſure, pap foz 

- many moze then they haue had in their Bandes. And 

to paſſe ouer other particular faultes , committed by _ 

om 
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his Solace, 27 
whome the king hath authozized to deale in his warres)ma» 
ny haue dealt moſt vngodly, reſpecting neither the cauſe noz 
the kinges commaundement, naꝛ the defence ofthe innocent, 
noꝛ the ſafetie of their Countrie, noꝛ the ouerthzow oꝛ weak- 
ning ofthe enemie, noꝛ any thing elſe beſides the ſpoile foz 
their owne lucre,o2 the victbziefoz their,owne glo2y. 
Foz mine owne part, J know tuſt warres are not vnlaw- r. 
fallnoz vnmerte fo2 a godly man to fight in: and the office of b 
a Captaine therein is an honourable calling, andtherefoze er & the query 
ought to bee vſed and eſteemed accoꝛdingly. J haue not been of a Captaine. 
ignoꝛant what thing this pꝛoleſſion is: what is the right en 
and ble ol the ſame: what is the dutie and office ol a Captain: 
who ought to be choſen foꝛ Souldiers, and what they be: what 
thinges are to be conſidered in them: what thinges are ne- 
ceſſarie: how to place tbe companies and bandes: what di- 
rections to gtue : what caueats, how to encounter with the 
enemie: how to fight, how to triumph after victozy, & ſuch 

like. The whole eſtate of a kingdome is contained in two 
partes, wherof the one is Judiciall. the other Military: and 

this Militarp part is euen à kind ok pꝛudence oꝛdained foz the 
common good. There is pꝛudence lingular, pꝛudence oeco- rudence ia 
nomicall, pꝛudence ropall. pꝛudente politicall, and pꝛudence fiuc points. 
militarie: By the firſt a man gouerneth himlelfe; by the ſe- | 
cond, he gouerneth his houſhold: by the third a kingdome: by 

the fourth, a Cittte: by the fift, he delendeth and maintaineth 

the common good. And here J haue conſidered this ende: 

that as lawes doe chiefly reſpect the common good: ſo is war- 

fare inſtituted fo2 the defence and maintainance of that com- 

mon good, either ofthe kingdome, oꝛ Citty. And foz this 
purpole J haue conſidered from whence diſturbances haue 

come to the common peace, which might hinder that good: 
whether by the ſedition of Cittizens: oꝛ by the opp2eſſion of 
innocentes: oz by incurſions oz inuaſions of foꝛraigne ene- 
mies: and thereupon (by the kinges commaindement and 
warrant) J haue ſuppꝛeſſed th one and defended th'other. J 

haue thereto made choice ol meete and able perſons foz my 
ſouldiers, as namely ſtrong, manly, bolde nimble, well ſet, and 


of ſuffictent peares: aboue all, J haue regarded ſuch as _ 
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the Lo2v,x lone the Kings Patc\fie,and the common-wealth 
of the Countrep: remembꝛing what the Loꝛd charged to 
Gedeon fo2 the choice of his Houldiers, of the which ſoꝛte J 
eſterme tenne, befoze an hundzed of all others. Furthermoze, 
to euerp one J haue cauſed ſuch meete weapons and furnt- 
ture to be committed, as beſt fitteth their ſtrength, know- 
ledge and conſtitution of body: That now they might know 
that they ought to bee as Doctozsin their facultle, Pozeo- 
ner their apparrell, their dyet, their pay, and their pꝛauiſion 

in all partes haue alſo (by my carefull p2sſpectton and dire- 
ion) biene duely pꝛopoꝛtioned and appointed vnto them 


without deniall, diminntion, tasking, telling, wzinging, 


polling. delay oz any otherinconnentence, which might any 
way hinder oꝛ diſcourage them. And J haue cauſed mine vn- 

der Captaines ts do the like. After this I haue conſidered ot 
the mumber, ol the da ly pꝛadlſes, ofthe conſtitutſon, of the 
ſirength, ol the induſtrie of the virilitie ol the enemies: J 

haue alſp conlidered ofthe armour, the vickuals, the places, 

the times, the aides ol either partie. IJ haue weighed, where 
ſhould be placed the hoꝛſemen, where the footemen: how ma- 
ny ſhould be vnder the conduct ol one Captaine, how many 
bnder another: J haue cauſed them to haue directions of their 
wapes in waiting, J haue placed in the Campes pꝛudent 
Counſelloꝛs ſoꝛ aduiſe and direction to the Captaines, J haue 
adutſed that they contoyne and holde their fozces together, + 
nat to be dilperſed, that they keepe their purpoſes ſecret, eſpe- 
ciallp from the enemie, J haue willed them to encounter with 
the enemp in the name and feare of God (as Gedeon and Da- 
vid and Abraham, and as Barach 4 Moſes,q Ioſua, and as 
Iepthe and ſuch other noble Captaines haue done) and ther- 
in not to leare. And laſtly, hauing ſiroken do wn oz diſperſed 
the enemie. J baue charged them to conſider from whom the 
victozy commeth, as namely, from e Lord of hoſtes, who is 
the chiele warriour, mighty and glozious in battaile(as Da- 
vid the king ſaith:) and then not to foꝛget, noꝛ neglect to giue 
and aſcribe vnto his % Maieſtie the honour, the gloꝛy and 
the pꝛapſe loꝛ euer: As Moſes and Barach. and Bavid haue 


wozthilp taught by their holy examples, in the like caſe. Theſe 
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de the thinges (my Lo2des)which in my dutie (among others) 
I baue duelp regarded to be perfoꝛmed. Beſides this, J haue 
had a care neither to w2ong oꝛ oppꝛeſſe any man, noꝛ to be re- 
uenged on any ma vader colour of mine authozity,as my pꝛe- 


deceſſoꝛ Ioab hath oftentimes done, to the great affliction of 


David the kinges father, where with being much grieued, he 
could often complaine and lament with teares: as then, when 
Toab had killed the noble Captaine Abner, Davids friend. 


But ſome peraduenture ſcarcely will belieue this, ſecing they 


haue neither beene companions ol mp trauelles in thoſe- af- 
fatres,no2 been acquainted with my manner of dealing foz 
the king: howbeif J perſwade that the King knoweth all 
this to be true which J haue ſaid; fo2 he bath beene certiſt 
ed from time to time, not onely by my ſelle, but by others a⸗ 
bout me, which accuſtom not to gloꝛie of the truth of al things: 
Il the King knew ic not, noꝛ could bee perſwaded fo belieus. 

me, pet J am ſure, that the Lo:d of heaven knoweth it, & 
with the ſame mine owne pure conſcience teſtificth in me and 
foz me. Although J haue beene a Souleier (my Loꝛds) and 
now a Captaine, and man of warre appointed ouer the kings 
hoſtes: pet I pꝛaiſe God foz this that J haue alwaies feared 


God, and oblerued a good conſciente, the which wyoſoeuer re- 


ſpecteth not no; regardeth, may happily be as ſtrong in bo- 


dy as Goliah, but he ſhall neuer pꝛeuaile with David: hee 


map peraduenture goe fozth with Gedeon, but he ſhall be ag 
fit foꝛ Gedeons warre, as were thoſe doggiſh lappers, and 
thoſe faint hearted daſtardes, whome hee ſent backe againe. 
Mhatſoeuer ſome ſap, which neyther know the one, noꝛ re- 
gard in their dealinges to exp2efſe the other. J know it is a 
kearekull thing to goe foꝛth to the warres without God, and a 
miſerable thing to want a good conſcience in the warres. 


This regarded Abraham and Moſes 4 Ioſuah, f Othoniel x 


Sampſon Gedeon, t Iepthe& Dauid, and therefoꝛe haue 


been noble warriours and happy in battels, And this J would 
aduiſe all them that goefozth to the wars to reſpect, as they 


would fender their owne welfare pꝛoſperitp in the ſame: But 
to be bꝛiefe, J eſteeme mp lelfe free from all offence iuſtly offe- 
redtothe kings Grace in this caſe. And now (my Lozbes) J 
| F 4 | ' thinke 
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The cauſe of lbinke verily, that weeneedetolookefarther then into any of 
the k,affliction our ſelues here afſembled,if we ſhall find tte cauſe of the kings 
| ſ uppoled not affliction ; Neither ought this tobe pꝛocraſtinated, ſeſt by dur 
1 See delay the king periſh vader our hands, and all things grow 
T out of ozter to the griele of the kinges kriendes and dutifull 
+ | Subiects, and to the glozie of his Enemies: No2 may wee 
think, but that though the king haue many friends which are 
right glad to heare ofhis p2oſperitie:yet he is not quite free 
from ſuch enemies, as enuie and hate both him and his lelictty. 
Theſe be they which can very hardly be perſwaded to thinke 
oz ſpeake well of his maieſtie: but to doe, and tao vtter ont that 
which may anie way hurt oz blemiſh his roiall honour, they 
are alwaies readie and waite foz their occaſſions. Beſides 
that, wee may with others perſwade, and be thereof grieued 
in dur heartes, that the king being in this time troubled in 
minde and diſquietted in his ſoule, cannot well vſe the laculty 
of reaſon, albeit he be ſo wiſe a man: as neither the eye in the 
head, noꝛ anpmember in the humaine bodie is wel able to ex⸗ 
ecute his pzoper fumetion, when the ſame thatbe moleſted oz 
blemiſhed: And therfoꝛe it cannot bee that he ſhall well go- 
uerne and iudge bis people after the diſcretion and wiſdome ol 
a Pꝛince, except that ſpeedie meanes be found and applped ta 

withſtand this dangerous inconneniences. 


Car. VIII. 


Zadolibe high Prieft, and eAbiather the prieſt diſaine not o 
examine themſclues,and are cleare in indgement with the reit. 


8 ing Solomons Pꝛinces and Lozds hauing thus 


. farre pleaded fo2 themſelues inthe audience of 
T4 Zadok and Abiather, who, vntillnow,had 
bolden themſelues lent, liſtning and pondzing 
— bol that which had beene ſpoken: in the end, they 
both alſo vouchſafed the like. But firſt Abiather by Z adoks 
Abisther the le aue began in this ſoꝛte. Why ſhould J be Ment in this ex- 
Prieſt here cle. AMination, ſeeing that euery one of you (my Loꝛdes) bath 
eth himſelf in declared his integritie, and cleared himſelfe in iudgement a- 
his function. gaàinſt the Ring? Jn what ſoeuer his Grace be dilpleaſed, 1 
| | know 


his Solace 


\ knowfo2 my part, that J haue nat faulted, as that other A- 
biather faulted, whom therloꝛe the king wozthily depꝛiued 


ol his place and dignitie : foz albeit J haue the like name:pet - 


God foꝛbid, J ſhould be of the like nature and quality:noꝛ haue 


Jaeuer minded to woꝛ ke treacherte (as he did) againſt my L oꝛd 


the king: noꝛ do J know, that in anx part ol my miniſterie, J 
haue ſo offended,as wherolhis Maieſtie might iuſtly conceine 
any ſuch diſpleaſure oz ſoꝛro w of mind. Howſoeuer others 
in thts function haue beene- appꝛoued: how they haue 
entred, how they haue behaued themſelues and neglected 
o2 tranſgreſſed their duties, J hope, that ſhall not bee 


laide to my charge: Yee know well, that accozding to Tue 4 a 
the election of fuch as J am, what view, examination, ., trance 
triall and appꝛobation hath beene made of me, the law 82dai- of prieſtes. 
ned in that reſpect, hath been ſuĩcientlie reſpected, exacted and Leuit · 2 


- perfozmed, that ſo I might be made fitfs; the place fo; the bet- 
ter ſeruice of the Loꝛd: knowing wel, that none of them which 
were either halt oꝛ blind, might be permittedtodwel within p 


gates of the tower ol Zion, but were by the kings father ex 


pelled e kept out, p the place being offuch purged, they which 
reteined the right vren t thumim, might enter t remain therin 
fo: the ſernice of God, xhonoz of the king. Neither vſed J a- 
ny vngodly oꝛ indirect meanesfo2mine entrance : came not 
in by the windows oꝛ by the clifts of the wals, as thæues and 
murtherers accuſtom to do, but by the gates, the doꝛes being 
ſet opẽ, as right lawful it was foz me to doe, pea, ⁊ they which 
were both ofauthozitp ( of a fellobuſhip in the houſe of b Lozd, 
were as willing and glad toreceiue & ontertain me therein, as 
IJ was willing t ready to enter. Pauing thus entred, J. haue 
bin as careful fo perfoꝛm x obſerue my dutie, I haue ſacrificed, 
pꝛaied, taught æ miniſtred in my due courſe, accoꝛding to the oz - 
der 4 effect of the pꝛieſts office, with al diligence to my power: 
t knowing that it is no ſmal danger e no leſle diſgrace to a ma. 
of mp p2ofelſion, to expʒeſſe one thing in habite, and another 
thing in like and behauiour, and not fo be perfect within, as to 
make ſhew without and not to be in either confozmable tothe 
office and plate: J haue elpecially regarded the maner ol my 
walking, that it might bee honeſt, woꝛthie and wile ; ſhes 

| | 9: 


10 


Sam, 5.8, 


King Solomon 1 


ſo I might teach both in doctrine and life, and not deſtroye in 
| th'one,whiles J would leeme to build in the other, accounting 
ral. ioo · them that offend herein woꝛthy of that cenſure which David 
gaue on ſach,ſaping: FHs office let another take. 
Moꝛeouer whereas itwas the good pleaſure of my Loꝛde 
the King and the will ofmp Loꝛde Zadoke, that I ſhould at 
times miniſter fo2 my Loꝛde Zadoke in the ſeruice of God x 
the Ring: It is well knowne that I haue not pꝛeſumptu ouſiy 
vlurped,no2 intruded, noꝛ thꝛuſt my ſelfe into pꝛeſence, but be- 
| ing called and commanded, beeing well mindfuil of the kinges 
pro. 25.5 6. wozds wꝛittẽ amõg his wile pꝛouerbs. Put vor forth thy ſelfe in 
N the preſence of the King, andpreaſe not into the place of great 
men: for better it ir, that it be ſaid to thee, come vp higher, thenthat 
thou ſhouldeFt be placed lower inthe preſence of the Prince, home 
thou ſeeſt with thine cyes. Theretoze, J haue not bene of that 
ambitious and arrogant minde. But howſoenuer J might bee 
ſuſpected as faultie oꝛ imperłect in place and time, J appeale to 
the L oꝛd and mine owne conſcience, as pee my Lozds) haue 
done. If I be guiltie againſt the king (to my knowledge) then 
would J wiſh that the one might accuſe me, and the other con- 
demne me. in the pꝛeſente ol you all. Howbeit letting palſe this 
examinatidõ, J pꝛeſume there is ome othcr cauſewhereoftho 
kings affliction ſpꝛingeth, the which ( J doubt not,) will in time 
appeare to the clearing of vs al. Fo2 time is, t hat which diſclo⸗ 
{th ſecrets & reuealeth the truth, therefoze is woꝛthily called 
the mother of truth. No2 do J thinke, that y king ſulpecteth 
any of vs in this caſe, foꝛ if he did, his iealouſie would not haue 
foꝛboꝛne ts diſcloſe and vtter the ſame to an ol vs all: foz he re- 
ſpedeth neither perſons, noz power; noꝛ wealth, noꝛ policie, 
uch is his wiſedome, wealth, po wer and the glozp ofthefeare- 
-:4ock th> full God in him. 
high prieſt Abiather hauing thus ſpoken koꝛhimſelle, he at the laſt gt- 
putteth ueth place to Zadoke, perteiuing bow ready t willing allo he 
eber e was to ſay ſõwhat in the pꝛeſẽce of the lozds. Zadock was a 
erb hat je che Very graue and reuerend Father, and a faithfull Pꝛieſt ol the 
function & du oz. doing acco2ding to his heart and mind, in whome the 
y ol his place. bꝛight V rim t᷑ T humim ſo ſhived, Þ no man either ſuſpected - 
„ | him 
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| bimofatipfaultfowardes the king, 02 doubted of his diuine 
wiſedome and ſingular perfection, and therefoze neither the 
Pꝛinces required either any eramination oz farther triall of 
his integritie:howbeit, the moſt reuerend father, in altbumilt- 
tie neither reluſed noꝛ diſoained to doe, as they had befoze done 
in this reſpect. Dherfoze ſtaving vp in the midſt ol the he ſpake 
with great grauity x deliberation to this effect. My Lo2dsall: 
although it be ſo that neither any of von hath giuen this offence 
vnto the king, noꝛ map it be, that he holdeth any of yon faultie 
in this matter: yet am J glad to ſee and heare how willing and 
readie pe haue berne with all ſubmiſſion to examine and cleare 
pour ſelues in thispꝛelence: And truely, ho wſocuer ye bee ſoꝛy 
foz the kings affliction(as inderd pe cannot be glad thereof) yet 
map ye reioice in this, that pe haue had this fit oppoꝛtunity by 
this confeſũon and trial, both to cleare pour ſelues of quit. £ 
to manileſt pour integritie and dutifulheartes towardes his 
Maieſtie. But howſocuer it be that any ſuſpicion oz ſurmi· 
ſes may ſpꝛing of any of pour woꝛdes oꝛ dealinges, pe are hap⸗ 
pyin this, that pe retain a good conſciece to teſtiſy in x foz ycur 
ſelues, to the eaſe and ioy of pour heartes, then the which, there 


cannot be a greater treaſure in this life. The guiltie man pꝛo- he 
poſing fo his vnderſtanding the law which he hath bꝛoken, and ſcience 


tranſgreſſed, and withall the iudgement and paine enſewing 
the ſame, being rightly coucluded and applied to himlelfe, hath 
alwayes dꝛeade carefulnes and ſozrowe ol heart as who 
might thus argue: Thus ſaith thelawe : but thus haue J 
done and ſo tranſgrelled the lawe : Ergo J ſtand to bee iudged 
and condemned by the lame : as who ſhoulde faye:ſhall not that 
iuſt God deale with me, as J haue deſerned 2 and ſhall not J 
be plagued in the end loꝛ mydeſert, offending againſt the law ol 
God as others haue beene plagued foz the like ? and ſhoulde J 
pꝛomiſe vnto mylelfe ſafette any wap in this my guiltinefſe? 
Thus argued Adam when he had bꝛoken the law of the Lozv: 
thus alſo Cain when he had murthered his bꝛother: Thus the 
bzethʒẽ of Ioſeph, who had abuſed and ſolde him away: Thus. 


argued Pharaoatfter thathe hadthzeatned Moſes and Aaron 


and would not let the people go: thus Saul, when hee percei- 
ued Da vids innotencie and his owne malice _ him: = 
thus 


his Solace 30 


gullry cd 


- wat . EFTA 2 hy — 
1 FO hers FE PE EY ET DE EEE E 
9 5 8 0 _ 


OF 


Ge n, 42.2 Is 


Exod-6, 27» | 


King Solomon 


thus Achitophel and ſuch like, who in the knowledge of 
their owne finnes and the ſenſe of the diuine Juſtice, concluded 
a iuſt condemnatfon on themſelues . Adam fearing what wold 
enſewe;hid himſelle in the buſhes, and pet hee coulde not bee 
ſale, oppoſed (as it were) to the diuine wꝛath and all miſeries, 
and thereſoꝛe confeſſed, that hee was naked and was afraive 
at the ſounde ol the Loꝛdes voyce . Cain confeſſed, that 
his ſinne was greater, then that hee coulde bee pardoned and 


that the puniſhment thereof ſhoulde bee karre beyond his ha- 


bilitie fo beare : pea, hee ſaide bnfo the Lozd: Beholde thou 
haſt caſt mee out this day from the vpper face of the earth, and from 
thyface ſhall I be hid: fugitine alſoaud a vagabond ſhall I bee in 
the earth:and it ſhall come to paſſe that every one that findeth mee, 
all ſlayme.* The ſonnes of Iacob, ſeeing they tould not bee 
hidden, confeſſed at length their ſinne againſt their bꝛother: 
ſaying, we haue verily ſinned againſt hum, and therefore are we now 
troubled. And againe fearing what Io ſeph woulde doe vnto 
them after his fathers funeralls, theyin the terroꝛ ol minde 
come andbeſ&ch him to loꝛget their iniurp againſt him. The 
king of Egypt at length conſeſſed andſaide vnto Moſes and 
Aaron: Indeede the Lerdis righteous aud J and m people are 
vngodly: On the which he would conclude his conſcience con- 
demning him: Theretoꝛe ſhall both J and mypeoyle be plagu- 


ed. Saul, in the agonie of his heart, ſlewhimlſelfe with his 
...olune ſwoꝛde, and Achitophel, who had berne a Coun- 


ſaploꝛ and pꝛouoker of Abſolon againſt his Father (bis 
owne conſcience condemning him) went and hanged himſelle. 


Surelp ol all the toꝛments vnder the Sunne, there is none 


comparable to an euillconſcience, which aggrauated by his 
owne ſting oꝛ pꝛicke, doeth euer accuſe, condemne and wꝛing 
mans heart. Il publique fame neither condemne noꝛ ac- 
cuſe, ſulpect; pet the guiltie conſcience within a mans 
ſelfe fozceththe ſame tothe vttermolt, neither can it be, that 
he which liueth faultie, ſhall eſcape the toꝛment and terroꝛ 


The comfort thereof, noꝛ therfoze can hee be happy in his life, be he neuer 
ofs good con- ſo kich, ſo honourable, ſo ſtrong, ſo mightye, ſo glozious in 


ſcience. 


the wozlbe,but blelled is the man thatfeareth God and wal- 
keth in his wales: as David the Kinges Fatherhath modu· 
| lated 
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lated: Foz this is that which in the lawe is required of 
him, as the King hath ſaide This man concludeth to 
himſelfe, Joy and gladnes, when that which bee hath Lob. 23.3, 4. . 
done ſhalbe well appzoued by the [awe . This cheared Iobꝰ 
in the middeſt of his. afflictions, notwithſtanding that his 
wife, and his thꝛer friendes hardly charged him with folly. 
Do was loſeph holde in Egypt when his integritte clea- 
redhim: So Moſes and Aaron were not diſcouraged, not- Cen 40.41. 
withſtanding the thꝛeates and hard dealinges ol Pharao: and Frod. 10. 
thus the Ringes father with a cleare conſciẽce pꝛoteſted befoze 
Ving Saul. Behold this daye thine eyes have ſtene, how that A 
the Lord hath delivered thee this daye into m ne hand in the 
caue : and ſome bad mee to hill thee : but] had compaſſion on 
thee: and /aide':. Iwill not lay mine handes on my CMaiſter: 
for he is the Lords aunoynted, &c. ö | 
And this (to expꝛeſſe the innocencie of his heart) hee 
feared not to pꝛoteſt befoze the L oꝛd in his pꝛaper. 
O Lord my God: If 1 haue done any ſuch thing, or if ela . 3.4. 
there bee am wickednes in mine handes :1f I haue rewarded euu i y 
onto him that dealte ſrowardly with mee:(yea 1 haue deline- 
red him, that without any cauſe is mme enemy) then let mine 
enemy perſecute my ſoule and take mee: Tea, let him treade 
7 He downe vpon the earth, and lay mine honour in the 
uſt. | 
* LafflyJcannof but remember that wo2thie example 
of Samuel the Lozds Pꝛophet, who was occaſioned thzough 
the diſobedience ol the people befoze King Saul and them to | 
ple ade fo2 himſelfe todefende his integritie : And thus hee 1:Sam 12.3. 
ſaſde with a good conſcience and boldnes of Spirit: B.- 
holde: here I am: Beare record of mee before the Lorde, and 
before his Annointed : Whoſe Oxe haue I taken * Or whoſe 
Aſſe haue I taken :Whome haue I done wrong to? Whome haue 
I hurt? orof whoſe hand haue J receiued any bribe to blinde 
mine eyes therewith ; and] will reſtore it you. They ſaid: (their 
own conſcience” pꝛouoking them) hon ha ſt done vs no wrong nov 
hurte:neither haſt thou take ought of amy mas hand, Lo) myloꝛes 
here is toy & gladnes, t  greatelt cofozt in this life oz 5 good 
| Tteobnſcience 


He 
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Conſcience hath with it a thouſand witneſſes, and as many 
pleaders to teſtifie fo; h is owners integritie, and todefend 
the ſame bekoꝛe the thꝛone of Juſtice. This therefoze is the 
ſweeteſt and moſt wholſome-relt of mans ſoule, the title of 
Religion, the ſpirituall Temple, the bleſſed field, the pleaſant 
-gartin, the golden peace, the Angelicall top, the holy Arte, 
_ -fhekings treaſure,the houſe of the ſpirit, and the glaſſe where- 
naman both ſ&th, oꝛdereth and confirmeth himſelle to the 
liuely image of his maker. Though the lleſh opp2eſſe vs, the 
woz2ldallure vs, 4 the Diuel terrisie vs, vet is this treaſure ſafe 
and ſure within vs rom all daunger ofeuill, Therefoze, J 
hold that in this life, there is nothing moꝛe pleaſant, moꝛe 
ſwet, mozep2ofitable, and moꝛe to be deſired and reteyned 
hen a god conſcience, both towards God and man, Where- 
koꝛe (my Loꝛds) as ye haue very well done in that ye haue ſub⸗ 
mitted pour ſelues to this pꝛeſent examination and tryal:ſo are 
pe happy in this that pe are iuſtified in conſcience : fo2 hereof 
ve haue and ſhall lind the highelt comfo2t and gladnefle, And 
no beſeœch pou to permit me to do as pe haue done, that 
The high prieſt thereby A may not onely expꝛeſſe mine owne integritie, 4 
„Be 5 in lo cleare myleife of all offence and ſuſpicion of theſame: but 
ſhewing torth Alſo refopce together with vou, though in the middeT of mine 
his integritie affliction fo2 the kinges trouble: And that the ſooner, becauſe 
Vith the reſt. Whiles J ſtand an hearer and a iudge of other men in their 
examination and triall, J might not.ſeme to diſdaine mine 
owne. Abiather was befoze this time bigh pꝛieſk, howbeit 
his cauſe and dealing concerning both God and the king came 
into queſtion befoze the king and his pꝛinces, and being found 
guilty againſt either in his triall, he was wozthelie depoſed: 
and the pzieſtſhod tranllated: Then why ſhould J imagin 
my ſelfefr& from cenſurea the rather in reſpect ol my place? 
and why ſhould J not abide the hammering of that which 
ſhould be obiected againſt me and my mãner ol pꝛocerding to- 
wards God, the king and his people? And if 4 ſhallbe found 
guiltie as Abiather was, why ſhouldnot'J beremoned as he 
was, r another man put in my plate moꝛe wozthy? And no 
(my Loꝛds) although J may not ſap, whether in my perſon, 
82 in my miniſterie and vehauiour ( wherin Jam to preligure 
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his Solace, 32 
the holy Meſſiah in his pꝛieſthod) oz whether. in that Abi-- 
ather the pꝛieſt attended ſometfinesfo2 me in the kings pꝛe⸗ 
fence, any confempt oꝛ abuſe hath berne taken oz ſuſpected to 
his highneſle offence - pet J know well, that foz mine owne 
part J here ſafelie pꝛoteſt from my conſcience befoze the L020 
of heauen and earth and befoꝛe you all, that accc2ding.to that 
truſt which the kinges father repoſed in me, when J was to 
arnaint and pꝛoclame my Loꝛd King over. 1/7ac/: and after 
that god opinion which the king himſelfe concelued ol me, in 
the dap When he tooke me to him to bee Lords high prigſt, in 
the plate ol Abiather whom he put away: J haue perfoz- 
med the firſt, and expꝛelled the ſecond, without any deceit in 
the one oꝛ iuſt offence in the other, and that after my ſtate and 
dignitie, ſo farre foꝛth as a moꝛtall man could poſſibly extend 
himſelfe therein. And of this as ol my calling, J hope pe doubt 
not: Neuertheleſſe let me be heard J beſerch pou a few woꝛds 
concerning both this and that, ſeing that the Pr:e5#hood was 
oꝛdapned to.fozeſhew and ſignille the office and dignitie of 
that higheſt Prieſt which is to come, as vnto who all the types 
and ſhadowes ofthe la w do point: it hath beene both pꝛoui · 
ded and tommaunded by the Loꝛd himſelfe, that the Prieſt 
might haue his la wlull calling, and there with not onely in bo⸗ 
die, but in habites and oznamentes ſhould be pure, holp 
and glorious in all pointes, . To the which it was aduiſed 
how he ſhould be conſecrated, what he ſhould doe, how he 
he ſhould liue, what wile he ſhould marry, and how he ſhould 
be eſteemed inhis place, Accozding to the which ( though 
J ap it fo2 myſelfe) I was takenfrothe middeſt of my people 
as one woꝛthelie eſteemed and honoured in mpplacefoz the to 
kens ol my grac?s: then J was ſtraitly viewed and thzough- 
lle examined, wherein J was foundcleane-and free from euery g 
one ol thoſe blem:ſhes, with the which wholoeuer was tou · 
ched, was foꝛbidden to pꝛeaſe foꝛth to do the pꝛieſts office, 1 
was wel tried to be neither blind, noꝛ lame, noꝛ bꝛuſed, oz flat ol 2 2177. 
noſe,noz miſhap? in my mẽbers noꝛ bꝛokt in my fert noꝛ bzoke*.'' 70: 
in my bãds, noꝛ czooked in my back, noꝛ bleared in mine epes, 


noz eges webbed oz blemiſhed, 1 dare mat 2 — 
oken 
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. weben the ſtoanes: yea J was found fre of thoſe imper- 
3 lectians oꝛ blemiſhes which our Elders haue gathered and 
man was v hfit noted aut of that place of the law, which diſabled the pꝛieſt: 
for the prieſt- foz they noted in the bead, eight; in the necke two; in the ears, 
hood. twelue; inthreye-bzowrsandepe-lives, fiftene; in the eyes, 
ninetene; in the noſe, ſire ; in tige lips and mouth, nine; in the 
belly, thꝛeꝛ; in the backe, thꝛe; in the pꝛlulties, ſixtene in 
the handes and forte, twelue; in the leges, fifteene; and in all 
the body, foure: fhe which being taken awap, the natural 
body appeared ſound, faire, and perfect in all partes: that by 
the ſame not onely the puritie ol the mind might be ſignified, 
but alſo the perſon of the Meſſiah truely pꝛefigured. Then 
The conſecra- Mas J conſecrated to the Lo2d accozding to the law, then wag 
tion anc 25.2” J tlaathed in the holy garments : as namely,theBzeaſtplate, 
prieſt, the Ephod, the Tunicle, the bꝛoadered Coate, the Pytre, the 
Girdle, which were accoꝛding to the tommaundement gar- 
niſhed and beautified with gould, blew-ſilke purple, ſcarlef, 
white twpned ſilke, and bꝛodered wozke, alſo with Dwches, 
Chapnes, pretious ſtoans, other ſuch things, with /7*- and 
Thumim, iu the which are expꝛeſſed not onely ſpiritually the 
ſcuerall graces of a go 8 but alſo miſtically the hea- 
uẽlie vertues ofthe holp Meſſi ab the finall obiect of our loue. 
Ts this J was annointed with the holy ople, and had mine 
The duties of handes filled fo; the ſacrifices. Thus haue J bœne furni⸗ 
prieſthood per ſhed and appꝛoued fo2 the Pꝛieſtes office : Now to this haue 
ne J beene willing and ready to doe my duetp in tbe execution ol 
mp function, J haue offered the ſacrifices to the Loꝛd foꝛ my 
ſelle and the people, and haue p2ayedfo2 them, in the which 1 
haue beene mer cifully heard and regarded of the Lozd (as 
Aaron was) Ih aue taught the people and inſtructed them in 
the leare and lawes of the Loꝛd: Jhane iudged and diſcerned 
accozding to equitte, and as placed ouer the pꝛieſts and mini · 
ſters in the Loꝛds houſe: I haue regarded therein not only the 
conuerſation and behauſaur,but alſo th oꝛder of the miniſte- 
ries and ſeruices of the perſons in the ſame, foꝛ the better ſer- 
uice of God, the pꝛeſeruation and maintainance of the ozna- 
ments of the Loꝛds houſe, and the benefit of the Loꝛds people. 
And this the better toperfozme, J haue ruled my ſelfe and li⸗ 
„ ed 
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ned acco:ding to the law in my plate, andfo2 my comfozt, J 
haue taken to me a cleane U.rgin to wife. Pozeouer, J 
baue ſerued ano honoured next vntomy God) mp Lozd the 
King in all dutiful thankfulneſſe, without giuing him any iuſt 
offence to my knowledge. And therfoze as the King is moſt 
wiſe, and will not take an offence being not offered him, A 
am ſure he is not afflicted oꝛ grieued fo any cauſe of mine, as 
7 perſwade, neither foz any thing he hath noted oꝛ conceited in 
any of you. Aut J know well, there be other cauſes x things 
whereof he hath taken this ſoꝛrow : the which alſo may bee 
knowne to ſome ol you, and pet are pee moſt vnwilling to re · 
veile oꝛ make knowne, but would rather if it might be) con⸗ 
ceale and couer them :foz it is the part ofa friend to couer the 


fault ot his friend: much rather then ought a true Subiect, 


fo2 the loue and honour of his Pʒince rather modeſtly to foz- 
beare, then to aduenture the diſplay of any his faultes oz im- 
perfections. They thatjobſeruenot this rule, reſemble thame- 
leffe Cham, one of the ſonnes of Noah, who moſt vnreuerent. 
ly both diſcouered and derided the nakedneſſe of his father 

This being ſatd, Zadok ſighed derpely, and made as a pzof- 


fer to further ſpeeches. Neuertheleſſe, hee refrained foꝛ this 


time, loꝛ he well knew the cauſes of the ings griefe, although 
it pleaſed him not as pet to vtter it, partly, foꝛ the reuerence he 
peelded the kings hon our, partly, foꝛ his ob ne modeſty, as al- 
ſo,foz that he was verie vnwilling to be the vnkolder of that 
which hee was ſure the Pꝛinces and all the Kinges kriendes 
would be very ſoꝛy and loath to heare, albeit they were ſo re⸗ 
dy to inneſtigate that, whereok being once certiſied, they did 
much maruaile at, greatly lament and could ſcarſely eaſe oz 
mitigate, much leſſe ſalue and recure:howbeit, they endeuon- 
red their beit, and thought it boteleſſe fo2 them to ſtand won- 
dering and reaſoning longer then they might ſet on, and ſpeedt- 
ly aſſap which way to bꝛing eaſe oz comfozt to their Soue- 
raigne Loꝛd, the which (they wel knew) could not be effected 
till time they had lound out, and conſidered of the true cauſes of 
the kings affliction. Thereloꝛe though much againſt their 
wils, pet vrged by the pꝛeſent neceſſicie, they pꝛeſume on the 
king in this examination. | | a 


\ 
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Y 7 bꝛeken in the ſtoanes: yea J wasfound free of thoſe (mper. 
The blemiſhes fęctfans 02 blemiſhes which our Elders bane gathered and 


forthe which | 
—_ aides 5, noted ont of that place of the law, which diſabled the pꝛieſt: 


for the prieft- fo2 they noted in the bead, eight; in the necke two; in the ears, 

hood, twelue; in the eye · bꝛowes and epe-lides, fifteene; in the eyes, 

nineterne; in thenoſe, ſire ; in tge lips and mouth, nine; in the 

belly, thꝛer; in the backe, th2e& 3 in the pꝛiuities, ſixtæne; in 

the handes and lerte, twelne; in the leges, fiftene; and in all 

the body, foure : fhe. which being taken away, the naturall 

bodp appeared ſound, faire, and perfect in all partes: that by 

the ſame not onely the puritie ol the mind might be ſignified, 

but alſo the perſon ofthe Meſſiah truely pꝛeſigured. Then 

The be was J conſecrated to the Loꝛd accoꝛding to the law, then was 

tion anc 25.2” I tloathed in the holy garments: as namelp, the Bꝛeaſtplate, 

the Ephod, the Tunicle, the bꝛoadered Coate, the Mptre, the 

Girdle, which were accoꝛding to the tommaundement gar- 

niſhed and beautified with gould, btew-ſilke purple, ſcarlet, 
white twpned ſilke, and bzodered wozke, alſo with Dwches, 

Chapnes, pretious ſtoans, other ſuch things, with Yrim and 

Thumm, in the which are expꝛeſſed not onely ſpiritually the 

ſeuerall graces of a godly minde, but alſo miſtically the hea- 

uẽlie vertues ol the holy Meſſiah, the finall obiect of our loue. 

Ts this J was annointed with the holy oyle, and had mine 

The duties of handes filled foz the ſacrifices. Thus haue J beege furni⸗ 

prieſthood per ſhed and appꝛoued foz the Pꝛieſtes office : Now to this haue 

Formed, Z beene willing and ready to doe my duetp in the execution of 

my function, J haue offered the ſacrifices to the Loꝛd foꝛ my 

ſelle and the people, and haue pꝛayed ſoꝛ them, in the which J 

haue beene mer cifully heard and regarded of the Loꝛd (as 

Aaron was) Ih aue taught the people and inſtructed them in 

the leare and iawes ol the Loꝛd: Jhane iudged and diſcerned 

accozding to equitie, and as placed ouer the pꝛieſts and mint- 

ſters in the Loꝛds houſe: I haue regarded therein not only the 

conuerſation and behauiaur, but allo th? oꝛder of the miniſte- 

ries and ſeruices of the perſons in the ſame, foꝛ the better ſer- 

uice of God, the pꝛeſeruation and maintainance of the oꝛna⸗ 

ments of the Loꝛds houſe, and the benefit of the Loꝛds people. 


And this the better toperfozme, J haue ruled mp ſelle andli- 
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ned atroꝛding to the law in my plate andfoz my comfozt, J 
haue taken to me a cleane U rgin to wife. Mozeouer, A 
baue ſerued and honoured next vntomy God) my Lozd the 
King in all dutilul thankfulnefſe, without giuing him any iult 
offence lo my knowledge. And therfoze as the King is moſt 
wiſe, and will not take an offence being not offered him, A 
am ſure he is not afflicted oꝛ grieued foꝛ any cauſe of mine, as 
J perſwade, neither foz any thing he hath noted oꝛ conceited in 
any of vou. Aut 3 know well, there be other cauſes x things 
whereof he hath taken this ſoꝛrow: the which alſo may bee 
knowne to ſome ol you, and yet are pee moſt vnwilling to re · 
veile 02 make knowne, but would rather if it might be) con⸗ 
ceale and couer them :fo2 it is the part ofa friend to couer the 
fault ot his friend: much rather then ought a true Subiect, 
fo2 the loue and honour of his Pꝛince rather modeſtly to foz- 
beare, then to aduenture the diſplay of any his faultes oz im- 
perfections. Theythatjobſerue not this rule, reſemble thame- | 
leſſe Cham, one of the ſonnes of Noah, who moſt vnrenerent. Ger. 9. 22 
ly both diſcouered and derided the nakedneſſe of his father- 
This being ſatd, Zadok ſighed derpely, and made as a pzof- 
ker to fartherſpeeches. Neuertheleſſe, hee refrained foz this 
time, foꝛ he well knew the cauſes of the Kings griefe,although 
it pleaſed him not as pet to vtter it, partly, foꝛ the reuerence he 
peelded the kings hon our, partly, foʒ his ob ne modeſtp, as al- 
ſo,fo2 that he was verie vn willing to be the vnkolder of that 
which hee was ſure the Pꝛinces and all the Kinges kriendes 
would be very ſoꝛy and loath to heare, albeit they were ſo re⸗ 
dy to inueſtigate that, wherecf being once certiſied. they did 
much maruaile at, greatly lament and could ſcarſely eaſe oz 
mitigate, much leſle ſalue andrecure:howbett, they endenoy- 
red their beſt, and thought it botelefſe fo2 them to and won- 
dering and reaſoning longer then they might ſet on,andſpeedt- 
| Ipafſapwhich waytob2ing eaſe oz comfozt-to their Soue- 
raigne Loꝛd, the which (they wel knew) could not be effeged 
till time they had found out, and conſidered of the true cauſes of 
the kings affliction. Thereloꝛe though much againſt their 
wils, pet vrged by the pꝛeſent neceſſitie, they pꝛeſume on the 
king in this examination. : 
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IX. 


The Lordes are reſolved to examine aud conſider of the King and 
his ations: but note, by what occaſion, in what ſort, and to what 


end, Of Solomops birth. 


ln | hen euery one oſ the Loꝛdes had peruſed 
4 bimſcife,cleared his owne conſcience and 

A Kapp: eued his woꝛds and actions towards 

| 9" tbe king. Azariah tie chicfe Lo2d re- 
„4 GS. \plied againe, and ſaid: Now that wee 
| As bane in this ſozt ſubmitted our ſelues to 
the iuſt triail in all modeſtie, and no lelle 
faithfulnes to our L oꝛd R. Solomon; and 
ſo cleared our ſelves of any iuſt offece offered him, which bꝛin⸗ 
gethno lmall comloꝛt to our heartes,in the time of this our 
trouble and trial: Let vs aduenture to beholdthe king him⸗ 
ſelſe, in whome it may be, that the cauſe ol his owne ſozrow 
map be found. Therfoze let vs conſider of his perſon, actions, 
and his manner both of entrance and like. Indeede J confelſe 
(as Zadokhath befoꝛe intimated) that it may be thought a 
thing too malepert in Subiectes to cenſure the Pꝛince, oꝛ to 
pzy too narrowlie into his actions and dealings, oz to dilcs- 
uer anp his faults oz imperfections eſpecially to this end to dif- 
5 kame oꝛ deride him: foꝛ this was Chams offence againſt his 
father, fo2 the which he was repꝛoued and his poſteritie cur- 

ſed- Meuertheleſſe, I thinke it not vnla wlul noꝛ amiſſe, that the 

kings Pꝛinces and Pꝛiuie Counſellozs,ſering the kings pꝛe- 

ſent aflictton and extremitie, the which they ſhould regarde to 

mitigate and withſtand, and whole hef{th and ſafetie they 

How lubiectes ſhould tender and maintaine, in all loue duty and reuerente of 
Xs conſider hig honoꝛ, not onely modeſtly to ſearch out and to know : but 
their princes alſo wiſely to endeuour toremone oꝛ withſtand the cauſes, 
that the vnhappy effects might ceaſe, andthe dangerous incõ- 
ueniences be vtterly pꝛeuented, onelp in ſuch ſoꝛt, z to that end, 
as 


4 


his Solace, 


as the faithfull Phiſiclans accuſtome to deale with their pai⸗ 
ned Patientes, oꝛ as they which deſire to know the griefe 
of their diſtreſſed friendes', to the entent either to pꝛo- 
uide remedies, oꝛ to eaſe them of their griefes: foꝛ although 
we know the Ringes miſery to be great, heare his complaint 
bery wofull ringing in our eares,4 do condole with him with 
ſozrow of mind, yet, vnleſſe wee ſeeke foꝛ the cauſe, conſider 
wellthereof,andlavour with wiſedome, and that ſperdily, to 
eaſe him ot his affliction, we ſhall do iuſt nothing, but ſhall 
be rightly likened vnto them which ſtand gaping and gazing 
on the pꝛiſoners in bandes, but neither goe about to deliuer 
them oꝛ to comfoꝛt them: oꝛ like vnto thoſe, which ſeeme to 
viſite the ſicke, and behold their deadely maladies, but purpoſe 
neither to helpe oz eaſe them. There bee manp moze Which 
accuſtome this, then that perfozme the foꝛmer in our dapes. 
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* Indeed (ſaid Helioreph) men ſhould much rather (in the Helioreph. 


ſenſe of their owne faultes)be penitent, and in the kings offen- 
ces be ſilent: loꝛ as it is againſt humanity and good maners 
either to enter into another mans houſe not inutted, oz too cu- 
rioully to obſerue another net occaſtoned:ſo is it much againſt 
the duty ofa Subiect eyther too narrobolp to note the kinges 
lle and behauiour, o2 to talke raſhlie of his actions, Notwith- 
ſtanding, we ſee this, that as Kings and Pꝛinces line not ſo an⸗ 
gelicallp, but they offend in ſome things grieuoullp, and offe- 


ding, they cannot ſo conceale all thinges, but they are ſeene & 


noted, and the moꝛe becauſe they be Kings and P2inces : fo 
their actions and maners with the behauiour ol the whole 
gurt, are often moꝛe ſpoken of and cenſured in the Country 
alnong the Commons, then either regarded oz obſerned a- 
mongſt our ſelues. But as pe haue well ſaide, as cures can- 
not eaſilp be wzought without firſt knowledge of the cauſe ol · 
the griele / ſo Jſcenot, how we map eaſe the King ofthis his 
affliction, except wee were tertaine how it was occaſtoned, 
Thereloꝛe with the conſideration of the pꝛeſent neceſſitie, and 
\ fearing the luture inconuentence both to the king, and to all 
bis people(which wee mult ſpeedily regarde to pꝛeuent in this 
 caſeandtime)J thinke chat wee his Pꝛinces and Counſellozs 
Gneare vnto him map ay aduenture (as pee haue = 

2 » 
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without allfuſt offence to his honoz, diſgrace to his perſs, hurt 
to his people, gloꝛy to his enemies fin againſt God, oꝛ danger 
Gen.21.14 fo dur felues. Abraham(as we reade) hearkened fo his wife 
Exod i 8.24. Sarah: Moſes gaue care to his father inlaw Icthro; Iob 
109-3313. .g heard the complaint ol his ſeruants againſt himſelfe; Abigail 
1 " {ifinedfoher pooze bop, and David refuſednot them that at 
: any time ſpake to him either fo2 his, oꝛ their owne good: So 
(Itruſt) will the King giue vs audience in this caſe, and the 
ſooner, becauſe we are his Counſelloꝛs, who (as hee map well 
perſwade) do tender his ſafecte,and haue a defire fo counſel, 
adutſe,+ cndeno2 the beſt in all things. *And J remember (ſaid 
Ahiah, Ahiah) that David the kinges father, was not onely conten- 
ted but alſo ackno wledgedit right pꝛoſitable foꝛ his ſafety, that 
v. Sam. 12. 13. Nathan ſhould both enquire and examine his life and adtons, e 
alſo repꝛoue andcozrec that which he lound faulty in him: yet 
ſay J not, that it is meete foꝛ euerp man to looke into thoſe 
matters, oz to meddle in the Pꝛinces affaires: but fo2 ſuch 
onely as are eſpecially elected and called and autboꝛized, as 
Nathan was: oꝛ be in plate to conſider, aid, and counſell the 
king as we are. either thinke J the kings Pateſtte will 
be eraſpcred oz diſpleaſed with any of vs, if wee doe the like, 
foꝛ the better pꝛeſeruation of his honoꝛ and credit: fo2 being 
wiſe, he will conlider the reaſon and ponder all things indifle 
nas, . Againe, J remember (foz it is noted in the kinges 
ume. Annales) that Shimei railing on David the kings father, cal- 
led him bloud ſucker and man of Belial: At the which (although 
David might iuſti y haue ſtriken him, becauſe hee curſed the 
Loꝛdes Annointed) David conſidering vpon thoſe repꝛochful 
wozdes, what himſelfe had befoze done in the caſe of Vriah, 
and thereby condemning himſelſe as guilty in his owne 
conſcience, and withall willing to ſhew a token of his obone 
wiſedome and clemencp, would not ſuffer him to bee ſtriken 
fo2 bis malepertneſſe: but he ſaid in the angutth of his ſoule: 
Let him alone, for he eurſeth, euen becauſe the Lord hath hidden 
bum curſe David: who dare then ſay, wherefore haſt thou done ſoꝰ 
How much rather then will the king content himſelle, that we 
his Counſcilozs doe with a farre better mind and purpoſe, ſoꝛ 
the honour and health ol his Paieſty, and pꝛeleruation ol his 
| people 


his Solace. 

people confider of the thinges that bee his, and ſ&ke to 

redꝛeſſe oz amend that which is amiſſe. But therein let vs 

follow the example of Shem and laphet, the ſonnes of Shem & 1a. 
Noah, when they perteiued that Cham had vncouered him x her. 
mocked him:fo2 they turning their faces from tl eir fathers na ⸗ - 
kednes came towards bim as back ward, and couered the ſame 

with their owne garments: Foꝛ it is not entended, that the 

Kings ſecrets be diſplayed oꝛ publiſhed to his ignomp (fo? it is 

not good to vtter the ſecrets ofa Pꝛinte but onely that they 

map be knowne to our ſelues fo2 the cauſes pꝛemiſedʒ and that 

thoſe thinges which are either knowne abꝛoad already, oz 

map be knowne tcreafter, and whereof his aduerſaries (be- 

holding and obſeruing the ſame) map glue their ſharpe cen- 

ſures againſt his @ateſtie, and his woꝛdes and wozks with 
maligne and malitious mouthes, may be wiſely conſidered ok, 

well conſtrued, reconciled, reſolued and ſalued: oz at the 

leaſt, the extremitie of thoſe inconneniences enſuing theſe 

vnl appy cauſes map bee in ſome ſoꝛt pzeuented. * And ve- 

rily, Jſuppoſe there is ſomewhat concettedof himſelfe, and 

his owne wozkes: foꝛ it is not long ſithens J heard him to 

ſap, and that with great wolulnes. that Her loalhed hit owne 

life: andthen looking on the woꝛkes which his hands had 
w2ought, (being indeede many and mighty) and on the | 
trauels that hee had taken, the which pet farre paſled the : 
labours of other men: hee confeſſed that a//was but vani- 

tie and ve xation of the ſpirite: whereby J was pꝛeſently 

moued to ſuſpect ſomething in the kinges ow ne perſon, and 

to doubt ol ſome of his woꝛkes and deedes, the which cyther 

his owne conceit blameth as too baſe and vndecent to his ho- 

nour, 62 his owne conſcience condemneth as vniuff, oꝛ his 

wiſcdeme dillikerh as to fond, oꝛ his diuine ſpirite abando⸗ 

neth as impious. Well then ( quod Iehoſophat) this be- Iehoſophat. 
ing well reſolued, why ſhould wee further delap? Let vs ap- 

pꝛoch ( bowobeit with all the beſt wiſedome and modeſtp) to. 
the conſideration of the kings Maieſty. As foz p2ogente progeny and 
aͤnd birth, there is no cauſe that the kings aieſty ſhould a- birth . 
baſe oz diſlike himſelſe, for hee is the ſonne of worthy Nobles : 


pea, bee is deſcendedof the moſt noble houſe of that aunci- Nob. 
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King Solomon 


Noth, ent Ianus o Noah, to whome the L ond granted to ſce the 
end ol tle old woꝛld, and the beginning ol the new: howbe⸗ 
Shem. it he came not in by Cham noꝛ by laphet, but by. Shem, 


whome the Loꝛd elpecially fauoured and choſe to continue 

Abraham. the ſerd ol the bleſled, vnto the time ol Abraham our lat her: 
by whom and from whome the king is lineally deſcended, ne 
vertheleſſe,not by his ſonne Iſmacl the ſonne of Hagar the 

Iſaack, bonde : but by his ſonne Iſaack of Saralrthe free woman, in 
whome the hope ol the pꝛomiſe reſted: Againe, hee was not 

of Eſau, who was iuſtly depꝛiued both ol the birth · right and 

Lacob. the bleſling : but ol Iacob whome the Loꝛd louing and liking, 
called Iſrael, and Iſrael had many ſonnes: but the king came 
onely fron Iudah, in whoſe tribe (accozding to. the pʒopheſie 

ol Iacob) the Stepter ſhould be raiſed, and a Law · giuer con- 
tinued vnto the comming of $hilo, to whome the people 
ſhould be gathered. From hence was the line drawne to I- 
Iſhais: ſhai, and ſr om him to David the Kings father, who being a 
Davis, man aſter Gods owne heart, was accoꝛding to the diutnep20- 
| utdence oꝛdained and annointed (by Samuel the. Lo2zds P30- 
phet) befo2e all his bꝛethꝛen; to be king ouer his people of Iſ- 

rae], whom he defended from their enemies on cueryfide with 

aà ſtrong and valiant hand, fed them with diſcretion, iudged the 

with equitie and righteouſnes, and raigned ouer them ful 40. 
peares, to the gloꝛy of the Loꝛd and good ol his people, with 

berbſeba. Sol. great honour , The kinges mother alſo was Bethſeba, the 
mother. daughter o Eliam, ot no meane parentage:her name foundeth 
the daughter Man oath, oꝛ the ſeuenth daughter. She was a 
right noble, wiſe and ver tuous Gentlewoman, e ſometimes 
the wife of Vriah the Hittite, a man ot great eſtimation. In- 
deede it was ſo, that foz her ſake (the king affecting her) did 
iniurioufip oppꝛeſſe her ſaid husband, the rather by Ioabs 
meanes: at what time this noble woman eyther doubfed oz 
ſimply thought, that it was not la wfull fo2 her husband oz 
her ſelfe being ſubiectes to deny any thing which the king 
ſhould command oz deſire ofthem knowing what Samuel the 
pꝛophet had befoze that ſatd vnto the people, when they requi- 
red a king, what their king might, oꝛ would do vnts them by 
his power and authozity, howbeit the treſpaſſe being 
pardo-. 


:udak 


3. Sam, &, 11 o 


his Solace 


pardoned, and grate and mercy reſfozedaccozding fo the kings 
true repẽtauce and humble pꝛaier: he feared the Loꝛd God ol 
Iſrael t beackened to Nathan the L oꝛdes pꝛophet (notwith- 
ſtanding that hee had befoze repꝛoued the Ring koꝛ his fanlte) 
hereby ſhe liued and contained her ſelle with King David in 
all godly behautour and high hoaour during her lile. This 
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Noble Lady in many thinges boch aided and comloꝛted the 


King ber huſband, and did not onelp beare and being looꝛth, but 
Alſo educated, bꝛought vp and nurtoured our Lozd King Solo- 
mon, in all ſuch pzincely and diuine vertues (to her power) as 
did beſt beſerme him that ſhould ſucceede Ring David. in the 
happy kingdome of1ſrac!, as the had welllearnedandconſt- 
dered thereofby the inſpiration of the diuine Spirit, and the in- 
ſtruction of the Lozdes Pꝛophet that it was appointed and oꝛ· 
dained by the Lozd that this Solo non (befoze all Davids o- 
ther Sonnes) ſhould raigne ouer the kingdome of Iſraclafter 
bim. Therefoꝛe ſhee diligently endeuoꝛed with the Ming the 
_perfozmance thereof as we ſc it is bꝛought to paſſe this day to 
the great ioy and comfozt ol the Loꝛdes inheritance. This 
thereloꝛe the poung Nuene did gratefully remember at the 
time ol the kinges marriage, aſcribing vnto her in the great ſo- 


lemnitie the chiefe cauſe (next vnto God) ol his royall pzefer--_ - 
ment, ſapying to the daughters ol Syon: Go ye forth I pray you, Cant. 3. 10. 


and behold King Solomon in the Crowne wherewith bis Mother 
hath crowned lum, in this day of his marriage, and in the day of the 
gladnesof his heart! Andtherefoze allo the king himſelle in the 
bighelt ol his gloꝛy neither diſdained noꝛ omitted to commend 
ber r her excellẽt vertnes befoze vs al:vea, and vnder the ſame 
: hath depainted and ſec fozth not onely an holy and ver tous 
.Wloman;but alſo the holy Church; the which alſo in his tem- 
ple, with the rich oznaments thereol he pzefigured , Andthere- 
of hath made an Alepkabethical Encomion, in theſe woꝛds: 


Who ſo findeth an honeſt faithful woma, ſbe it much more worth the ay id 


pearls:the heart of her huſbad may ſafely truſt in her :ſo that he hall 

Fall ito no poverty: She wil do him good, & not e vil al the dais of her 
He. c. 4 womathat feareth the Lord (halbe praiſed; Gine her of 

the fruit of her hands and let her own workes praiſe her inthe gates 

[Thele things the king bath ruminated and vttered with great 
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| King Solomon 
grauity as woꝛthy the memoꝛy and imitation: therefore wee 


allo haue thought good to note and affixe the ſame to his wiſe 
pꝛouerbs and Parables * Now with this let vs not foꝛget, but 


he time of carefully note and remember / the rather to pꝛeuent the occaſt - 


Sol. bitch, ens ol euull ſurmiſes) that the king was neither boꝛne noꝛ be- 
gotten noꝛ concelued in the time ofthe treſpaſſe and tiſgrace ol 

2 his Parents, but after che timethat the Lozdin mercy yadpar - 
doncd them both and put awap their finnes vpon repentance 

and pꝛayer: of the which pardon the Lo2d certified him to the 

2. 5412. 13» ggpandeaſe of their heartes by the pꝛophet Nathan: when alſa 
: that was bꝛeught to paſſe and verified, which David had with 
teares deſired and with faith hoped to obtaine. 7 Hon ſbalt purge 

me (ſald he) with Iſepe aud I ſpall be cleane: thou ſhalt waſh me &. 

pſal. 51. I ſball be whiter then ſuowe: Thou ſbalt make me to heare of wy 
and gladnes, that the boanes which thou haft brokenmay reioce. 

Fez the which alſohetewlp bleſſed the Lozd, and in his thank(- 

giuing ſa ide: O L 02d % haſt pardoned all mine imquities, and 

plal, 103. healed all wine infirmities. Finally, theL 02d himſelte to this his 
pleaſure gaue teſtimonp, when he did not onelp accept his ſacrt- 

fices and burnt offeringes: but alſo pꝛomiſed foſet vp of his 

Seede after him vpon the thꝛone ofthe kingdome of Iſrael, 

and that alſo not Ablolon noꝛ Adoniah,noz Amnon noꝛ a- 

ny other of Davids ſonnes begotfen and boꝛne befoze this time 
9 his ſonne boꝛne ol Bethſeba after the par: 

don granted him, ſhould build an houſe foz his name, vnto who 


he would be as a father to his ſore. Altheſe things the pꝛin⸗ 


ces gladly heard, toy ſame ſubſcribed moſt willinglpknow- 
ing well both the truth ofthe kinges petigree, and the honour 


zabud. ol his noble birth. And thereupon ſpake Zabud and ſaid: It 


ſeemeth god to me, that with this which hath beene ſaide, wer 


The ſeuerall regard thoſe titles and names by the which it pleaſed the K oꝛd 


names ot ihe that the king ſhould be called knowne and honoured: the which 


King, 


lruly haue not bin tmpoſed raſhly, as many which giue names 
without reſpect of the Natures, dignity oz qualitpes ofthe per- 
ſons: but with great wiſedome,tudgement and pꝛouidence: as 
were thoſe names of Adam, Havah, Noah, Abraham, Lot, 
Abel, Sarah, Iſaack, I{rael, Samuel, David, and ſuch other, 
which haue had their appꝛobation kram the L oꝛd and expꝛeſſed 

02 


93 taught, oꝛ > remembzed ſome wozthy thing. In this (ozt,the 
King hath had and entoyed ſiue particular names, and names 
of henoꝛ, two of the which were impoled by the Lozd himſelle, 
the third by Nathan, the fourth by his Mother, and the laſt he 
reſumed by th appꝛobation of his Lo2des , In oꝛ concerning a- 
ny cf the which names, behath no cauſe miniſtred him to be diſ⸗ 
pleaſed, except onely in this,. that he hath tried himſelle ( being a 
moꝛ tall man) not anſwerable in all points fo the ſame, know- 
ing it a thing moſt ridiculous foꝛ any perfon whatſoeuer, to bee 
noted oz called by ſuch a title oꝛ name, ofthe which hee ſhalbee 
found moſt vnwozthy. N02 the firſt we haue it recoꝛded what 
the Loꝛd God laid to David concerning him: he halbe my ſonne | 8 
Secondly he ſaid againe touching him his name is Solomon: Chez j 
Thirdly the pꝛophet Nathan called him Iedid-iah: Fourthly a 
his Mother called him Lemuel,andfifthlyhe is called Kohe- ! or ſoane of 
leh. Jathat he is called the Sonne of God, and that by God 
hnnſelle, it giueth vs to conſider in him ſomewhat beyond that 
which is found to be in other men. Foꝛ they are not ol the com- 
mon ſoꝛt to whome the Loꝛd vouchſafeth this high title. Such 
are they, which reſembling the holy Angels, haue not only the 
bꝛightnes of the diuine gloꝛy apparãt in them: but alſo are euer 
willing and ready to execute his pleaſure. In that he is called 
Solomõ, it noteth the peace of his gouernmẽt duer Gods peg- 2. Solomon. 
ple accoꝛding to the reaſon which the Loꝛd added ſaping He / 
be a mam of r:jt, and J will ſend peace and reſt vpon 1\raz! in 
his dapes. Jny third name the pꝛophet would expꝛeſſe not only 
the laue of God vnto him: but alſo the loue of God c his diuine; did. ih. 
graces in him, tothe which alluded the Arabian Querne at her 
being here, when ſhee ſaid Lleſſed be the Lord thy God which lo- 
xed thee, t hath ſet thee on the th2one of Iſrael. In the fourth 
his Mother beeing a wiſe and rare Pꝛinceſſe, woulde by that Lemuel. 
name ſignifie the gloꝛy of God in him, and by him in the peo · 5, Coheleth 
ple. In the laſt is teſtiſied the diligence and deſier that the king 
hath not onely to ſearch out and gather together fo2 his owne 
further inſtruction the auntient monuments and holy bookes, 
but alſo a people vnto the Loꝛdto bee inſtructed and taught in 
the holy Religion loꝛ the gloꝛy ol God and their owne health: 
Teaching withall, what ſhould be the deſier of all * — 
e 


* 


? 
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their plates: namely in this ſoꝛt to tend to the end of their go- 
uermment and rule. Therefoze finding rather an honour, then 
an ignomp togrowfrom hence vnts the king: Mee ſapas 


p kings daughter ſaid in that excellent ſoug: Z yname is a ſmece 


Ahiſhar, 


Solomon his 
beautie. 
Homer. 


Priamus. 


Nireus. 


ſiuelling oyntment when it is powred foorth:Therefpre do the virgins 


love t ce. 


* 


e . emilles, maketh very much every 


£D ſhoulde thereof be gathered to offende 
= D him Neither can à finde any thing 
woꝛthie dillike in any other points which concerne either his 
perſon, oꝛ bis eſtate:fo2 his fozme and beautie, his education. 
his wiſdome, his iudgements, his wozds, his riches, his wozks 


his peace, his oꝛders of houſe, his pleaſures, his power, his mar- 


riage, his bleſſinges, his fame, his gloꝛp, xc. the king is moſt 
excellẽt, t ſingularly renowmed,as al men wil conles. I reme- 
ber that looking on a certaine Booke of the Poet Meleſige- 
nes (who lined and w2ote in the time ol gur iudges among the 
Greekes) q formd where he had giuen an exceeding high pꝛaiſe 
to the fozme and beautie of Priamps the Troyan, the which in 
him (as helatde)was wel wozthya kingdome:ſofaire was he. 
Che ſame Poet hath alſo ſpokenlargelp of one Nireus, being 
the faireſt of all them which came to Priamus his Pallace: 
though bee had ſcarcely any woꝛthy quality either ol body oz 
mind. And in our own Recoꝛds, we haue the pꝛaiſe of the fozm 
and beauty of Saul the ſonne of Cis, whom Samuel annointed 
Ring ouer Ifrael, that he was a goodly poungman and faire. 
So that among the chidꝛen of Iſrael, there was none goodli⸗ 
er then be, from the ſhoulders vp ward he was higher then all 


the other people · And we here pzelent(foz the molt part) can lay 


much 
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much ol Abſolon the kinges bꝛother namely that in his time Abſolon 
there was none in all Ilrae l ſa much to bee pzaiſedfo2 beautte: 2. Sam. 14 255 
from theſoale of his foote to the top ol his head there was no 

hemiſh in him. And had his qualities beene to the ſame cozreſ- 

pondent, oh God how glozious might he haue beene ! And fur 

ther we finde, that Ioſeph and Moſes, and Aaron and David 
haue beene pꝛaiſed in this reſpect: But vet beyond them all, lo · 

king with iudgement on sur Loꝛd the King, and ſeeing how 

bewty is diſplaped in his royal perſon, we cannot but acknow- 

ledge that f62 truth which the kings lathor ſaid to him when he 

beheld him in bis beautye. 

Farre fairer then the ſonnes of men, art thou. Cant, 5.9, 
And this the noble Pꝛinceſſe conſidered and ſung ol him, Although all 


He is bothwhite & ruddhytbe chuefeſt of thonſandt ten: N 2 2 


His bead is as ſius gold: hislot M are curled blacke: & O 
Has cyes are like the Doues, vpon the water ſtr᷑ames: reterred to the 
Which are all waſte with mike, & byde full veſſels by: holy Meffiahe | 
His cheekes be ke ſpice bedds: & asthe ſweeteſt flowers: * 27 Warte 
His Ippes are Lilies hke that drop the pureſt mirrbe: ofs * ma 

His hands,as ringes of gold with Chriſolite beſet: Vvho in his per- 
His bellyyuory white with Saphires garmſht brave: on prefigured 
Hu legges as marble pilleri, on golden ſockets ſet: * . fe * 44 
His locke at Libanon, as Cedars excellent: oy fa” e | 


His mouth as fi weetned thinges:& lovely all is hee. ; 
Mowſoeuer this was ſpoken, as aiming miffically far beyond 
the Kings perſon: Tt hath doubtles been applied to our Soue- 
raign without adulation, in whom their appearethſome eſpeci⸗ 
al grace, vea the very image ofthe diuine nature, beyond that 
hath been perteiued in anpother man. But were it, that he had 
ſelt oꝛ vnderſtood ſome defects in theſe external things pet ſee A 
not how he might be offended, knowing well that he is but a 
moꝛtall man, t p whatſoeuer is wanting in the body may bee 
ſupplieds that to the vttermoſt by the graces ofthe minde the 
which theLs2de moꝛe reſpccteth then the beautie ol the bod x 
(as he ſaid to Samuel, when he ſent him to annoint David foz 
king): moꝛeouer he halh well erped it, and therol hath ſaid it in 
iudgement:that/auour is deceitfull andi hat beauty it a thing vaiue 
{therfoze hath not beenc ol the mind to ſet his felicitte therein. 
- 
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Benaiah » 


Solomon his 


eductaion 
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King Solomon | 
Fo this alſo aſſented the Pzinces, extolling and pꝛatſing fo 
the cloudes the m2 angelicall fozm? and beautie of the 


Ring. Andfozthwith Benaiah beckning with his and, pzof- 


fered his ſpeach and (aide: Neither indeed may the kinges 
education, oz the manner thereof offend him, as Ahiſhar 
bath ſaide : fo2 neuer any in this wozld hath beene better 
taught and bꝛought vp, as towching the feare of God, and all 
pꝛincely and heroicalll vertues. Foz to this end king David 
had pꝛouided him moſt wiſe and godlie teachers: as namelie, 
Nathan, Gad,' Aſaph, and ſuch other the Lo2des pꝛophets 
and wiſe men, whom he had diuinelie inſpired and ſent fozth, 
pea king David himſelfe being a man after Gods owne mind 
foꝛ his heauenlie ſonges and melody called the ſweete Singer 
of Iſrael, and the Lozdes annointed, and alſo his mother 
Nueene Beth-ſaba, a moſt pꝛudent and virtuous Ladle, (as 
it is beloꝛe ſaid) and either ol them haue very carefully taught 
and ſcholed him in the feare ol the Loꝛd, and the right p2ince- 
lie virtues, At whoſe kneesheſtod, and was glad and ready 
to receaue both inſtruction and coꝛrection. And thus himſelke 
acknowledgeth ſaping : hen I was my fathers deare ſonne, 
and tenderlie belowed of my mother, he taught me alſo, and ſaide 
vuto me : let thine eare receme my words, kepe my commaunde- 
ments and thou ſhalt liue: Get thee wiſcdlome, and get thee uvnder- 
Kanding, forget not the wordes of my mouth, and fhrinke not from 
them, &c. Againe in his latter time readp to depart he left 
with him this direction; Be thou ſtrong and ſhew thy ſelfe a man, 
kepe thou the watch of the Lord thy God that thou walke in his 
waies, & kepe his ſtatuts & bis precepts,his indgements and his te- 
Annonies, at it is written in the law of Moſes,that thou maiſt proſ- 
perin allthat thou doeſt, and in every thing that thou medleſt with- 
all, &c. And this was his mothers lcfſon, when thee caught 


and nourtured him: hat my ſonne what the jonne af my 


body ? and what O my dearely beloued ſome? Gine not o ver thy 

ſtrength & thy waies vnto wome which are the deſtructiõ of kings. 
O Læmuelit is not for kinges, it is not (I ſay) for hing es to drinke 

wine, nor | princes ſtrong arinke, lest they by drinking forget the 

law, and pervert the iudgement of allpoore mens children. e Againe 

be thou an advocate for the dumbe, to ſpeakein the cauſe of all 
| RE, | ſach 


EE; oe 


his Solace, 
ſuch as be ſuccourleſſe inthis tr anſitorie world, open thy month, de- 
Fend the thing that is lam full and right, andthe cauſe of the poore 
and helpeleſſe. Lo! ſuch leſſons hath his mother taught him 
ſo well beſeeming (J ſap not a child) but a pꝛince, andexrcel- 
lent well fitting ſo beautilull a body, from the which, virtues 
are wont to ſhine, as thoſe pꝛetious ſtoanes which are pla 
ced in goodlie Ringes of Gould. But bepond all this the 
Lo2dhis God which loued him, and vouchſaled to call him 4 
Sonne, did extend vnto him theeffec ofa fathers office, aboue 
that which earthly fathers are able to do oꝛ perfo2me towards 
their childꝛen: foz he nurtured him by his ſpirit not onelie 
in the day time, but by the nightes alſo. And in this he ac⸗ 
knowledged the great loue and mercie of God towards him, 
às in his wiſe Pꝛouerbs it is to be learned, Lo, thus was king 
Solomon edutated and inſtructed in his tender peares, of the 
which he pet ſauoureth euen in theſe his elder dayes to his 
double honour and the conſolation of Iſrael.x Zherefoze J 
ſee not, that the king ſhould be hereofoffended, except onely 
in this that he hath not ( in his own? cocett)anſwered in ſome 
pointes to this his education and inſtruction, but let that alone 
to be conſidered ofhereafter : To this the Pzinces did alſo ac- 


cozd, and then roſe vp Adomiram, and ſpake as ſolloweth. Adoniram, 
Neither wanteththe king the excellence of wiledome, 
by the which he goeth out and in befoze the people, fo iledome. 


fudge ahd gouerne this areat multitude, to feach all others 


the true wiſdome. This is that, which being pꝛized, no man 


can tell the wo2 thineſſe thereof, as Iobhath ſaid thereof: nei⸗ 
ther is it found in the land of the lining, it cannot be bought 
fo2 gould, noꝛ may the pꝛite thereof be obtained with ſiluer. 
No gold of Ophir, no pꝛetious Onyx ſtoans, noꝛ Saphyres map 
be valued with it, foꝛ this is the higheſt Treaſure ofa king. yea 
and the ſame without the which a king is vnfarniſhed of that 
he ought to haue, andſo,mere vnfit fo: the place of gouermẽt, 
but hauing this one tewell, in poſſeſſion, he is ſufficientlie ar- 
med not onelp to do iuſtice, and to defend them which are at 


home: but alſo to withſtand and ſubdue the enemies which, Eecleſy. ys 


are abroad :fo2 Mi dome is much beiter then Weapons of warre 
and giueth courage vnto the that imbꝛace hir. This the 1 
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King Solomon 


1 king. 3. 9. & (by Gods god grace) conſidered in his pong peares, and there- 


fo:e this was that anly thing which he deſired of the Lord, whẽ 


he was willedtoaſke whatſoener hee would haue, a hee ſhould 


bane it, and therefoze, the Lo2d being well pleaſed with his de⸗ 
ſire, gaue him wi/dome and a large heart, euen as the ſand that 
3s bythe ſea ſhoare without number or meaſure. By the which 
the king was molt wiſe, and therein is pzeferred befoze all 
thoſe famouſe men of the Eaſt Country, which haue ſo larre 
ercelied other men, both in that -+1 © 02 Aſtronomꝝ, andalſg 
in that ww oz Science, which by the voyce of birds pꝛognoſtica⸗ 
teth the euents and thinges tbat enſue:he alſo goeth beyond all 
the wife men, not onely ofthe Egyptians, but ol cur owne 
Nation, as namely, Ethan the Eſralute, ond Hemaii, Chal- 
col, and Darda, the ſonnes of Mahol : to be briefe, the king 
is wiſer then all men liuing, foz he hath that pure influence of 
thedinine Spirit, the wiſedome of the bigheſt, and that 
not ſo much by his owne ſtudie, and induſtrie, (albeit he 
bath been womerfully exerciſed in all laudable Artes and Sct- 
ences from his pouth) as by an eſpetiall inſpiration and di- 
uine grace from the Loꝛd his God, who hath bene willing 
to enlarge andbleſſe him moſt aboundantlie. By this he 
bath knowne to reſolue and declare all hard riddles and queſtt- 
ons: By this he hatb learned who hath laide the foundations 
ol the earth, who hath meaſured it, and ſpꝛead the line bpon 
it, who hatb ſhut vp the Sea with dores when it bꝛake foꝛth 
as out of the wombe, who hath made the cloudes a couering 
koꝛ it, and darkenes as his ſwadling bande, who hath giuen 


the moꝛning his charge, and chewed the dap · ſpꝛing his place, 


who hath bound the ſeauen-ffarres together, and loſed the 
bandes of Orion, who hathbzought foꝛth the moꝛning · ſtar 
in his time, and guidedthe cuening-ffarre with his Sunne, 
who hath oꝛdapned the courſe ofthe h2anens, the Sea, the 
windes, the hailes, the thunders, the lighfninges,the ſhowers 
ofraine, the deawes, the light, the darkenes, andall that are 
both in heauen and earth! yea, he knoweth the purpoſe of 
the Creatoꝛ therein. And bp this (foꝛ the glozy of God and 
the good of his people) he hath ſpoken thꝛee thouſand Þ30- 
verbs, be hath compoſed a thouſand and fiue ſonges, ras 
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told alſo of frees, euen from the Cedar free that groweth in 
Libanus, vnto the Hyſope that ſpꝛingeth out of the wall: he 
hath ſpoken of Beaſtes, of fowles, of wozmes, of fiſhes, 
and of all the creatures of God: fo2 their is nothing hidden 
from bim, his wiſedom and knowledge is fo admirable. * By 
this his ſingular and ſweet eloquence allo is powzed fozth as 8 ons Pl 
the dꝛopping of an hony combe, vnto them that and befoze quence, 
him to heare his wtiedome, hic hpes are full of grace (as the plal. as 
Kinges father ſaide ) and dilectable to the hearers of his woꝛds 
every where, foz his diligence was fo findout and veter plea- 
ſing wozdes, right ſcripture, and the recoꝛdes oltruth. This Cant 6. 14. 
the noble Pꝛmces conſidering well, ſemblably commended in 
him, ſaping: His lipes are like the Lillies that droppe ſweete 
ſmeling mirhhe. Doubtleſie as J ſaide of the fozmer: (s 
may I ſay ofthis, that the king herein farre paſſed all men 
on the earth without compariſon, -- which hath cauſed 
that many noble Ringes, renowned Þzinces, and wiſeand 
learned men of divers ſtrange t far Countries, were not only 
aſtonied when they heard thereof ;but the moze to ſatiſſie their 
cagre minds, vndertooke great perilous and painefulltoznies, 
to tome neare him, to viſit him, to behold, to heare, fo conſt- 
der, & to take experience of that whreofthep hadheard repoz- 
ted concerning him and his wiſedome. * With this alſo | 
(mp Lozdes) we map both remember and admtre the cxcel- * | 
lencie of his Miſchpatiim 0 tudgements,in the which the very s 
wiſedom of the dininepower wonderkullp appeared, as in him, 
whom the Loꝛd his God had bꝛought to this kingdome ol 
Iſrael, to do therein inagement and equitie, as the noble 
Qutene of Sheba perteiued and ſaide vnto him. Fo; in- 
to how man partes ſoeuer Judgement is deulded oꝛ any 
wap conſidered, the King expꝛelled in euerie of them a right 
ſingular derteritie. | 
Foz firſt acco2ding to the certaine and pꝛeſcript rules of 
the law, he wiſelie diſcerned, iudged, and tried all mat- 
ters of controuerſie befoze him bꝛought, and therein as 
the parties were deulded one againſt an other, after the 
manner of contenders in the Law, their cauſes being eſtheir 
| | | contrarie 


1. King. 10. 


pſal. 


pro,n2; 


Thatis; 


| King Solomon 
contrarp,oz doubtfull,he wozthily defended the good, and con. 


demned the euill, extending to either, iuſtice accoꝛding to their 
ſundꝛy cauſes and contrarp deſerts. ext as this title reſpected . 


his place, office oꝛdinance, function, adminiſtration, and mini- 
ſterp, he was therein not ignoꝛant, but right pꝛudent, neither 
negligent, but moſt carefull and diligent, and gaue good heede t 
attended that which was to him cõmitted in al reuerẽces dining 
feare:knowing well that the iudgement was the Lozds, how- 
ſoeuer it pleaſed him to appoint him the miniſter, who he was 
ſure) would riſe vp loꝛ him in the tudgement that hee hadcom· 
manded, that the congregation ofthe people might lock round 
about him. Thirdly as touching the iuſt la wlull, and oꝛdinary 
knowledge ol the caules which is rightly regarded in uch kind 
ol admimiſtrations who ſawe not, but that the verp thoughts 
of the Ming (as thoſe ol the righteous) were verp iudgement 
(as hee ſaide in the Pꝛouerbes) the which were deciphered 
to vs and others in many ſingular effects and ſounde argu- 
ments. Fourtbly:as touching the cauſes iudiciall, wherein 
judgement was to be reduced into righteouſnes, whereby the 
pooꝛe, e fatherleſſe, oppꝛeſſed and wzonged were to bee relieued 
and comfoꝛted with godly equitie ſhining fozth ofa tuft and 
merciful heart,the King did wonderfully declare hfmſelfe be- 


be will koze all his people ruminating to that purpoſe the ſaying of bis 


acquit and de- father. 
ſend che poore eAnd ſure am Ithe Lord will* iudge the poore, aud che maintaine, 


The cauſe of him that hath no friend, huis ſaſety to ſuſtame. 

Fifthlp as concerning queſtions and doubts in matters of our 
holp religion, oꝛ hard riddles oz parables, oz the lawes and oꝛ· 
dinances by which wee do and muſt line and bee iudged: oꝛ the 
cauſes and caſes in controuerſy that expect moderation and 
indgement, 02 the patterns and examples left to bee followed 
and receiued fo2 perſoꝛmante in things of moment oz manners 
of lile, oꝛ the gouernment and rule of the Church and common- 
wealth, oꝛ whatloeuer els which appertaineth oz is incident to 
thisnoble virtue ſo woꝛthy the ropall Scepter,the king J (ap) 
hath befozeall others in the wozlde, declared himlſelfe a 
p2incipall and chiefe perſonage. To paſſe ouerſo many 
examples as might bee pꝛoduced ineuery pointe: foz bzeuitie 
let 


his Solace. 4.1 


let vs bee confented with that particular example of the two The kinges 
Women, which came. befoze the king; pleading foz the li- iudgen ent in 
ving chiide. J hope pee haue not foꝛgotten it: the thing the caſe of ME 
was done within our time, and the matter being ſa rare and ne pe 
woꝛthie memozy, could not ſo ſoone be fozgotten, although | © 

a wonder (as menſay)laſteth not aboue nine daves. The 

King hauing heard the pleading and contention of thoſe two 

women about the childe, at length(as a wiſe Judge, though 

vet but a child in yeares) repeated bziefly the cauſe : 7 he 

one ſaith (quod he) this childe which is alive is my ſonne, and the | 
dead is thine : And the other ſaith, Nay,but thy ſonne is the dead E 
and the living child its mine. Then ſcing the caſe doubtfull, x 

the moꝛe, becauſe there were no witnefſes fozepther part hee 

ſaid againe to them that ſtoode about him: Bring me hether a 

ſword, and they brought it: after that he ſaid againe : Divide 

the living child into two partes, and grue th one part to the one, and 

th other part to the other. Foz hee well knew what he would | 

doe, neither was his mind ſo cruell and bloody, as to flap | 2 
the young innocent koꝛ the mothers offence : ho wbeit ſome 
being pzeſent, not conſidering his purpoſe, beganne to derive 
and diſlike this ſentence: But by and by, bis intent was 
diſplaied : foz the woman whole the lining child was, fer 
ling her bowels to perne within her vpon her ſonne,whom 
thee thought was 62dained foz death, cried out and ſayde 
vnto the king; J beſeech thee my Loꝛd gine her the lining 
child, and let it not be llaine: but the other woman ſaid: Let 
the child be neither thine noꝛ mine, but let it be diuided as the 
king hath laid. Then the king gaue the ſentence in iudgement 
and (aide vato the Piniſters that ſtood by: Geve her the 
living child ( whoſe bowels yerneth thereon) and ſlay it not for 
doubtles ſhe 1s the right mother thereof. This being done, all 
they of Ilrael hearing ol this iudgement of the king, feared 
his Maieſftte, the godly fo2 lone, the wicked foꝛ dzead: foz 
they ſaw that the wiſedome of God was in him to doe iu⸗ 
ſtice. Df this the kinges vertue, ſpake the kings father in 
the ſpirit;7 hon haſt loved righteouſnes and hated miquitie. This 
being well weighed (my 3 J ſee not what ſhould. 


thereof 


: 
; 


King 8 olomon 

Theprinces thereof be tonteited to offend his Graces inind. To al this 
CR wks the Pꝛinces gladly ſubſcribed, commending in all thinges 
5 the iudgementes of the king: And ſurely (ſaide they) they 
are happpin iudgemẽt. which haue (as the king hath) wel lear- 
nedthe right natures ol thinges: loꝛ they ſoundly conſider ol 
theffectes, and diſcerne and trie them well, if they be ſuch as 

are wiſe, pꝛudent godly, and not led by affections, but by ſure 
knowledge, good counſaile, and the guide of the diuine ſpt- 

rite. But we ſee that none of thoſe can this perfozm, which 

eyther are themſelues, vnlearned, ignoꝛant, obſtinate, ſelfe 

willed, pzowde, vngodly, oz contemne the good counſel and 

godly and graue aduiſe of the learned, wiſe and verfuous. 

Surely, wee cannot denie it: fo2 it is molt apparant, that 

our Lo2d the king hath by this his diſcrete iudgement, pur- 

chaſed to himſelfe authozity, to his kingdome peace and tra- 

g uillitie, and to the high God, condigne glozie. Now the 

better ſozte of all men gratifie his honour, and gladly ſub- 

mit themlelues and their cauſes to his determination, knobo- 

ing that hee will do iuſtice: The wicked tranſgreſſozs and 
bypocriticall perſons are ſearefull to ffandbefoze his pꝛeſence 

in the defence ol their laults, oz triall of their lines. Da 

aſwell ol th one, as ol th other is the king feared, 


in reſpect of thoſe his vpꝛigbt and iuſt iuge⸗ 
mentes, which (as ye ſaid) hath in 
deed appeared ſo admirable be 
fozeallmen. 


. ba . 
his Solace. 
CY 


Chr. XI. 


Of Solomons riches, peace, orders, pleaſures power, 22 a 


finges, fame, glory: from any of the which riſeth not 
.the cauſe of bis ſorrow. | | ſe 


SA] 3? thefo2mer confercnce,kingSolomon s 


S; 


a) | P2inces and Loꝛdes haue deſcribed, diſ- 

O plated anddefendedhis moſt noble birth, 

1 | Qs bis honourable names his excellent beay- 
Say tie, his godly. education, his ſingular 
e | wiſedome, bis ſweet eloquence, and his 
vpꝛigbt tudgements. Now thep are no 

leſſe willing to conſider of his riches, his 

wozkes, his peace, his oꝛders, his pleaſures, his power, his 
bleſſinges, his fame his glozy. And therefoze Azariah ſpake 
againe and ſaidz As in the fozmer wee haue not found anie 
tuff cauſe of the kinges diſgrace, but altogether cauſes ol ho- 
nour and pꝛouocations to toy andgladnes : ſo neither wan; 
tet) he any Riches oz the Treaſaresof à King, whether natural 


Azariah. 


Solomons tie 
ches. 


o2 artifictall. By the naturall riches J vnderffand all ſuch. 


thinges as come from the fieldes, trees and beaſtes: as cozne, 
wines, oples, fruites, victuals, clothings and ſuch like apt 


and meete fo2 mans body: byarfificiall J vnderſtand thoſe 


things which are found out oꝛ framed by the art and induſtrie 
al man as gold, ſiluer, cone, pꝛetious ſtones, ie wels, and ſuch 
like: Jneyther ol the which, the king is maruailaullie 
enriched, accoꝛding to that wozd, which the Lozd his God 
ſpake vnto him, when he aſked wiledome, ſaying: have a{/s 
iven thee that which thou haſt not acked,cven riches and honour: 
fo that there ſbalbe no kung like untothee mall thy daies. Foz this 
wee know (as himſelfe hath confeſſed) that the king bath 
manp excellent vineyeardes * oꝛchardes and 1 
2 ith 
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2 


EEccl. 2. 9. 
Pro. 14.24: 


Heliereph. 
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Works. 


Eccl. 2,4. 


2. Chro. 8. 


1. Chro. 28. 19, 


1. Kin. 6. 


_ | King Solomon 
with trees ol all manner offruit, and fed oxen and beefes, and 
moꝛe cattell and ſheepe then all they which were befoze him 
in Jeruſalem. And as foz ſiluer and gold: wee know that hee 
bath made ſuch thinges as plentifullas ſtones in Jeruſalem, 
and Cedar trees as plentiful as the Mulbury tres that grow 
- inthe valleis: and he bath hoꝛſes bꝛought out of Egypt, and 
fine linnen which his Warchats recciuedkoꝛ a p2ice,# hee hath 
a chariot which coſt him ſire hundꝛed perces of ſiluer, with 
many other Chariots andhozſemen, yea, an hundꝛed x fwelue 
. thouſand hoꝛſemen, which hee hath beffowed in the Chariot 
Citties, and at Jeruſalem with his Maieſty. Moꝛeouer, hee 
hath ſeruants and maidens a great houſhold, great ſubſtance 
and the chieſe treaſures and large poſſeſſions euery wap. And 
truelp howſoener thele thinges doe pꝛoue as a very fooliſh- 
nes vnto the ignoꝛant and fool iſh, they are vnto him (with 
whome his wiſedome remained) as a gloꝛious crowne, and 
he is greater and ol moꝛe woꝛ ſhippe then all his pꝛedeceſſoꝛ 
in Jeruſalem. All this is manifelt (ſaid Helioreph) neither 
can any man denie any thing ol that which ye haue ſaid:there- 
foze it is ſet downe in the kinges Annales, and committed to 
the holy Kegiſtre. And as his riches is great: ſo alſo are his 
wozkes moſt admirable, accoꝛding as himſelle M ſaid : J 
have made gorgeous faire works, I have built mee houſes & plan- 
ted vinejeards: Imade mine Orchardes & gardens of pleaſure: 
I made pooles of water, to water the greene and fruntfall trees 
withall And it is true, and hee hath builded Citties and rai⸗ 
ſed the walles, andfo2tified his to wnes and territoꝛies mag- 
nificently:| but beyond all others thoſe his thꝛee houſes which 
he hath made andperfo2med in Jeruſalem, are excellent, and 
paſſe all the buildings and wozkes in the world: Firſt, accoz- 
ding to the commaundement ol his Father David, and iuſt 
after the fozme and pꝛopoꝛtionthat the Lozd had giuen to Da- 
vid, and which David committed and left as a patterne vn 
to him, he ſet onto build vp that Temple in Ieruſalem, euen 
an houſe foꝛ his God. This houſe ts thꝛeeſcoꝛe cubits long, 
and twentie cubits bꝛoad, and thirtie cubits high, gc. And 
this houſe was built of ſtone, made perfett already beloꝛe it 
was bꝛought thither ; ſo that there was neither hammer noꝛ 
| are 
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his Solace 


axe, noꝛ any toole of pꝛon heard in the houſe while it was in 
building. But it would be wonderfull, yea, and beyond mine 
abilitie to tell and pour ſelues pꝛeſently to heare, how many 
ſtrange and diners and excellent thinges the Ring pꝛouided 
and diſpoſed in and about this excellent woꝛke. And in this 
'wozke,he ſo well pleaſed the Lozd, that he ſpake vnto him 
ſaying: Concer ning the houſe which thou art in building, if thou 
wilt walke in mine ordinances, & execute my lawes and keepe 
all ey Commaundementes, to walle in them: then will [make 
good vnto thee my promiſe which I promiſed to David thy father. 


And I wil dwellamong the children of Iſrael, &. wil not forſake my 


people, Iſrael: Further, after the end of ſeuen peares (fo2ſo 
long was that magnificent houſe in building) the king began 
to build another houſefo2 himſelf, about the which he beſtow- 
ed great time, charge and labour, as it is recoꝛded in the book 
of the kinges Annales: and touching the which the kinges 


daughter beholding it with admiration, ſald; King Solomon cant. 39. 


hath made himsſclfe a pallace of wood of Libanus, the pillars are of 
ſuver, & the pavement therof of golde, the hanginges thereof of 
purple,&c, Thirdip, the king builded another houſein the 
forreſt, then the which there is not amoze p2incely thing in 
the woꝛld foz the ſife,fozme and beauty thereof, No man can 
diſlike any ol theſe his wozkes: pea, euerp one doth highlie 
maiſeandcommend them and him, in the moſt excellent frame 
diſpoſition and oꝛder ol the ſame, wherefoze it map not be, that 
from thence hee ſhould finde occaſion to afflict his owne ſoule. 


But all theſe things haue been the better effected by the The peaceable 
king, loꝛ that the Lo2dhis God, which would that he Hould time of Solo- 
be called Solomon oz Peaceable, hath giuen him reſt from on. 


his enemies on euery fide : foz it hath neuer been heard of, 
that the childꝛẽ of Iſracl enioied the like peace, ſithens the time 
that they tame out ol the land ol Egypt. And truely (ſaide 


Benaiah) neitherthe king noꝛ his pecple haue theſe fozty peres Benaiah. 


had any cauſe to leare the inuaſion of any fozraigne enemie, oz 
the nations emboꝛder ing, who hauing been ſubdued kept vn- 
der and qualified by his kather David in his time, haue neuer 
ſithens that reſumed any courage, oz pꝛeſumed to lift vppe 
their handes, oz quake againſt ” Paieſtie: foz all 2 
| "3 pie 


5 


Hem ef. 


King Selomon 
ple and nations ſkand in ſeare ol him; and rather peeld to bee 
bis contributarics and ſeruantes, then to attempt oꝛꝝ aduẽ· 
ture warres againſt him, knowing well, that the Loꝛd ol 
Heauen is with him, to pꝛeſerue and keepe him, and that 
the woodes and all pleaſant tres do vuerſhadow him and his 
people at the commaundement ofthe Lozd, by whole grace 
they haue long pꝛoſpered and reſted in peace, euen from Dan 
to Berſeba vnder the kings happy gouernement. 
Moꝛeouer, J am ſure there hath not been in any age ſi- 
thens the creation of the woꝛld, a captaine ſet ouer the hoaſt ol 
any king, that hath had leſſe trouble and feare then J haue 
had in my time vnder my Loꝛd the king: fo2 although the 


king hath many barbed hoꝛſes, ſfrong Chariots, valiant men 


of warre, great ſtoꝛe oł weapons, armour and munition ol 
p2oofe, in the which he may compare, pea and be pꝛeferred to 
all the kinges on the earth: pet hath hee in his time had as 
little vſe thereof, as anp whatſoener : foꝛ the onely terroꝛ of 
the kinges Maieſtie, and the view ol thoſe thinges hath ſufft- 
tiently daunted the enemie wherby we and his people haue 
hadlittſe cauſe to complaine of moꝛtall warres, which haue 


enſuing it ſo many ſlaughters, burninges, famtnes, plagues, 


deſtrucions and noyſome incenuentences in al ages. The Po- 
et Homer hath wzitten of the wonderfull ſlaughters, and 
burning bꝛoiles ofthe Greekes ¶ Troians befoze this time, 
which ſetteth befoze our eyes the miſertes ol warres. And our 


obne hiſtoꝛies bane largely diſplated the great inlelicilie of 


our fathers, in the wilderneſſe, and in the time ofthe Jud- 
ges, and of Saul. But we haue a cauſe to bleſſe and pꝛapſe 
the Loꝛd our God, who hath in this time of his mercy rap - 
ſed vp vnto vs this Pꝛince of Peace. J pꝛap God wee map 
thanklully eſteeme thereof, and not by our froward ingratt- 
tude offer vnto our God an occaſion ot᷑ the loſle o ſo heauen⸗ 
ly à bleſſing, as thoſe commonly accuſtome, which hauing not 
the feare ofthe Lozdbefoze their eyes, and ſo noſparkle of the 
true wiſe dome; doe pꝛouoke himto wzaththzough the lewde- 
nes ol their rebellious heartes. And whether the King (as hee 
hath the wiſedomof God) fozeleethin the ſpirit what is liking 
da helide vs by his departure from ouer vs: J know —_— 


a - - —— 


his Solace 


what mſſery 02 inconuenience is there, which may not come 
on them that tranſgreſſe and offendagainſt Godand the king, 

if the Loꝛd ſhallepther commaimd oz commit the ſpirit of tro- 

ble to fallon them? * Andthis may come on vs and the peo- - 

ple (ſaſd Ahiah}we know not how ſoone. But (as pe haue N 

laid) the king hath had inderde a gloꝛious peace, and we haue 

enioyed the like vnder him: foz the which both his Highneſſe The orders of 
and his people map retopce together. And here we cannot but aan 
with the loꝛmer commend the oꝛders of the kings houſe : the 
meate ol his fable, the ſitting of his ſeruants, the ſtanding of 
his wayters, their apparrell, his Butlars, their apparrell and 
behauiour. the which when the Queene of Seba ſaw and c6- 
ſidered,ſhe was aſtonied, and there was no moꝛe ſpirit in her: 
And ſhe ſatld vnto the king: Z he ſayiug which I heard in mine omn 
land of thine allet and of thywi/edeme is true, 1 belecved not the 
wordesof them vntill I came, and mine owne eyes had ſcens it, &&. 
beheld the one halfe of thy wiſedome was not tolde me : fer thou 
exceedeft the fame which I heard: Happy are thy men, & happy 
are theſe thy ſervants which ſtand before thee alway,and heare thy 
oviſedom Meyther were the kinges plealures leſſe then ſul⸗ % mon- 
ficlent, being ſolaced with his faire houſes, his gardens ol pleaſures. 
plealures, his men- ſingere, and women-ſingers and inſtru- a 
mentes of ulicke of all ſoꝛts with all the admirable rlweet 
delightes ol the ſonnes ol men, pea, there was neuer anp one 
man vnder the cope ofheauon, that moꝛe flo wed in all kind ol 
pleaſures meete and conuenient foꝛa kings honour. He was 
alſo ol no ſeſſe power and mightineſſe, vea, he was greatet that 
way then all his Pꝛedeceſſszs, haumg a dominion ample 
and large. with a pꝛincely pꝛouiſion of all ioꝛts of things, both 
fo2 the defence and maintenance of the ſame in all partes. 
And foz the better gnard ol his Ropal perſon (as the poung 
Pꝛinceſſe noted when ſhee beheld and wiſely conſidered, in 
her Cant. 3. 7.) ws a 


£ n 


2. Chro. 9.4. 


His power. 


About the bed of Solomon there ſtand 
Ful threeſtore valiant men of turdieſt might 
Of Iſrael with glittering wordt mhand, 
Expert in warre, lum to defend by right. 

'ÞD 4 There- 
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Solowon was 


| King Solomon 
- Thereſq alluding to that which the kinges Father hab 
. modulatedfoz the king in that ſweete plalme. 4 5. 


Gird now thy ſword vpen thy thigh( O prince of fame ) 
eAccording to the worfoip and the glory of thy name. 

And profper in thy glee, ride forth with glad ſucceſſe, 

Becauſe of that thy word, of truth mectenes and righteouſnes:: 
Thy right hand forth ſhall tell the things of dreaafulſtrength, 

T hy ſha: pe ned ſhafts the people hall to thee ſubane at length, 
7 eathough that they for ſafety ſhould themſelues bring, 

Into the midſt inuiron d with th enemies of the king. 


His bledioos To be bꝛiefe, wonderfull are the bleſſinges wherewith the 
.. * almighty bath graced our Ring: foz hee bath beene bleſſed 
bepound all other kinges on the earth, aſwell with thinges 
ſpirituall and heauenly, as with thoſe which are fempozall and 
terrene, accoꝛding to that pzomile in the law made fo ſuch as 
Deut. 28. be obedient, accoꝛding to that woꝛd ol the Lozd giuen to Das 
+207 gl vid concerning him and accoꝛding fo that the Lozd his God 
ing. granted him when he had pꝛaied foz iſedome to go out and 
in beloꝛe his people. In a wozd, his blefſinges are an aſtonich⸗ 
ment to all the nations of the woꝛld, vnto whom the fame ol 
His fame and bis Excellency hath gone loꝛth. This coniopned him in amitie 
een W R. Hyram of Tyre, and with Pharao king of Egypt: this 
3h bꝛought vnto him fromthe vttermoſt partes of the earth, the 
famous Nueene of Arabia and manp others, and hee was in 
glozy reſplendent befoꝛe all the kinges oꝛ Pzinces that euer 
raigned befoze him: whereby manp ſeeing and bearing ol 
him, thinke that they ſee oꝛ heare not a terrene oz moztall 
Creature, but a celeſtiall and diu ine power. And what ſhould 
: the king deſire moꝛe? nothing at all, except he would bee God, 
WF 3, as Adamthought to be. But Jam lure the king is not of 
| that haughtte conceite of himſelfe, pea, J haue obſerued this, 
that howſoeuer alltheſe thinges haue beene excellent and a- 
not proude of boundant in him (as a Crowne ol gold beſet with pꝛetious 
of bus gifts and ſtones. on the head ol a moſt beautifull body) vet did he neuer 
praces, ware pꝛoud oꝛ vaine gloztous thereof, as woꝛldly men accu- 
ſtome, when hatung a little bepond the oꝛdinarte meaſure of 
5 | ſome 
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ſome others of wiſedome, riches, undes power, policte oꝛ 
pꝛoſperitie, do lou and ue to ſooth, pꝛapſe, and commend 
— the Pecocke which ſwelleth in the view 
ol his painted plumes, not withſtanding their humaine im⸗ 
perfections : pet this is not al, but thinking ſo highly of them · 
ſclues, they contemne others, and endeuour in loath and diſ⸗ 
daine to treade them vnder their fecte. Thus (J ſay) hath 
not the king at any time done, but rather hee acknowledged 
his moꝛtall humanity, and his great ignozance and want ol 
wiſedome, yea, his baſe 4 ſly gloʒp, in reſpect of the ſupzeme 


excellency, eternity, knowledge, wiſedome and glozy of the | 


almighty, with the which, when he had compared himſelfe x 
all his noble endewmentes, hee found himſelfe with the ſame 
iuſt nothing. To this aſſented the Pꝛinces, and found no 
n_ in * pꝛemiſed, whereof the king ſhould be 
nded. 


Caar, XII. 


Of Solomons comming to the hingdows of Iſrael: his proceeding a. 
gainſt Adoniah and n the prieſt is iuſtified. 


1 N P NFter this Zadok the Pꝛieſt who had 
# (5 thus farre liſtened to the wozdes ol 
O the Pzinces, ſtoode vppe and ſpake 
to this effect; Inderde (my Lo2ds) J- 
2 IVA N ſe not as pet, that kcom any of thoſe 
EVE S: thinges whereol pee haue ſpoken to be 
e in the king and his Eſtate, any iuſt oc- 
rn = caſionls miniſtred him ol his pꝛeſental- 
fliction, except it be in this, that knowing the largenesol Gods 
bounties towardes him, he either hath not ſatiſited the Lozds 
expedatiõ in the vſe ofthoſethinges, oꝛ cannot as hee would 
ſhew bimſelfe gratcfull enough. And it map be, that beſides the 
pꝛemiſſes, ſome queſtion hath been oꝛ map be moued touching 
the kinges entrance into the kingdome of 1ſracl, wherein 


ſome, 
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ſome, elpeciallp they which ccand ta delend the tauſe of Adoni- 
ah, Abiather and Ioab with others their confederates againſt 
the king imagine that he hath and doth rather viurp and tyza- 
nize. then that he hath lawfully attained and raigned, and ther 
in not anſwered to his name Solomon which is toſay peace⸗ 
able oz a peacemaker; ut howloeuer it be ſurmiled oꝛ ima- 
gined by ſuch kind ol perſons:it is moſt certaine that the kings 
entrance with the meanes and manner thereof was both law⸗ 
full æ right, and his gouernment therein may be neither con- 
demned noꝛ iuſtly repꝛoued, but rather luſtified and commen- 
ded ol all wife and dilcreet perſons. Aing Solomon (although 
he had a pꝛomiſe ofthe Soueraigntp, both of the L. oꝛd, and alſo 
ol his lather) he did not pꝛeſume to viurpe on the kingdome as 
Abſolon wold haue done, when alpiring he lifted vp his hand 
againſt his owne father he Lords Aunointed: Noz would hee 
do as A doniah did, who was extolled and pꝛoclaimed king e- * 


onvlurper on Wer Iſrael in the lifetime of bis father without the conſent, 
che kingdome. goodwill oꝛ knowledge of the king, oꝛ ofthe Queene. The 


king our Scueraigne Lozdknew better what was meet to be 
done, bee remembꝛed how his father dealt towards Saul the 
king, namely that albeit hee knew Saul to bee retected of the 
Loꝛd, and that himleſfe was already annointed foſuccede him 
in the kingdome of Iſrael, he would dot pꝛeuent the time that 
God had appointed, noꝛ would he lap his hand on him beeing in 
bis place the Loꝛds annointed, although he had many oppoz- 
tunities offered him therto,foz hee might ealily haue ſlain him, 
both inthe Cave and in other places without his owne bodily 
danger. But the king as hee was oꝛdained foz the kingdome 
by the diuine pꝛouidence and the diſcretion of his lather:ſo alſo 
be entred by a la wlull and woꝛthie meane and in the due time. 
Foꝛ Ring David knowing well the mind ol the Loꝛd, who 


had pꝛomiſed him that there ſhoulde one of his ſeede ſit on big 


Deate alter him, and his name ſhould bee Solomon, made a 
kaithfull pꝛamiſe vnto Qutene Bethſeba the Ringes mother, 
that accoꝛding to the wozd ol the Loꝛd this his Son which was 
called Solomon ſhould ſurely raigne after him and ſhoulde ſit 
vpon bis thzone:therfoze(as it is iſo retoꝛded in the kings An. 
nales) when that king David being waren olde and enkerbled 
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his Solace. 46 
had heard ( by the repoꝛt ofthe Kinges Mother and Nathan): 
that Adoniah had pꝛoudlv vſurped, and that this Solomon 
his belbued ſonne and choſon heire apparant was ts bee taken . 
fo2 a ſinner in Adoniah- his ſight, contrary to the Kinges pꝛo- 
mile made and confirmed by an oath to Bethſeba and Nathi 
inthat behalfe :David was very highlpdiſpleafev with Ado- 
niah,andſware againe vato Bethſeba ſaping: At the Lordeli- 
weth who hath redeemed my ſoule out of al advenſi q, that as I ſware 
vnto thee by the. Lord God of Iſrael, ſaying aſſuredty Solemen 
thy ſonne ſhall raigne after me, and he ſhall ſu upon my throne an my 
place, ſownll certainly do this day, Mhereupon King David 
commanded mee, and Nathan the Loꝛdes pzophet to annoint 
his ſonne Solomon Ring ouer I ſrael, euen whiles that David 
liued: the which wee both faithfully perloꝛmed. Wherat Da- 
vid then greatly reioiced and pꝛaiſed the L oꝛd vpon his bedde, 
and he ſaid: Baeſſed be the Lord God of I ſrael mh bath made one 
zo ſit on mythrone this day even in myſight. Therefoze this thing 
being ſo dininely pꝛouided, and handled in al pointes ſo direalp, 
ne. man may luſtly tepꝛoue it, neither maythe Ning in the 
due conſideration thereol ( now in his elder daies either repent 
thereol, oz be touched with ſozrowe in his heart. Noz map 
wee otherwiſe thinke, but that the Loꝛd of Iſtae], louing well 


1 King, 1. 29. 


his people, hath ſet our Lozd the King on the ſeate ofhis Fa- King. 10. 

ther to do equity and righteouſnes in the ſame, as the noble so lomons pros 
Queene ol Sheba, at her beeing heere, right woꝛthily teſtiſied cee ing a- 
and as a pꝛophiteſſe in that behalfe, bleſſed the Loꝛd and the 84intAdoniab, 


Ling in the ſame. Mozeouer J haue not found, that my 
Loꝛd the king hath merited blame oꝛ diſlike in anp his dea- 
linges touching his ſaid bꝛolher Adoniah who had ſo vniuſt= 
ly exalted himſelfe as an Eagle in the clouds of heauen againſt 
bis honour; foz truly, contrary to the wonted vſe ol woꝛl dly 
Pꝛinces and potentates, which cannot eaſily permit oꝛ bea rea 
copetitoz of the kingdome, he did not rachly oz ſeuerely execute 
diſpleaſure on Adoniah: but being perſect wie, ol a moſt ropal 
heart, and ol noble K ons nature, perceiuing him fo ſtand 
inleare olhim, «to lubmit himlelfe to his gratious mercyon the 
groũd, he gladly pardoned him, with this ſaping, d not /o much 

| hos 


Gen, 50. 20. 


Bcnaial, 


Solomon was 
not willing to 
revenge an in- 


iury. = 


The Dolphin 
Fiſh. 


' KingSolomon | © _ 

as one haire of his head ſbouldle fall to the earthj if he mould thence- 
forth ſhew himſelfe a wort bie man, and ſo commanded him to goe 
to his houſe in peace and to reſt himſelle, ſo long as wickednes 
might not be lound in him. Ho doubt the king remembꝛed that 
woꝛthy example of Ioſeph ſo ful of piety who not withſtãding 
the great iniury his bꝛethꝛen had done him, did vpon their ſub- 
miſſion and requeſt, foʒꝛgiue and fo2getall:yea, he was ſofarre 


from reuenging that iniurp, that he ſaid:fear not, now will I nou- 


riſt you, and our children, and he comfoꝛted them, and ſpake 
kindly vnto them * Thus farre pꝛoceeded Zadoke, and then 
Be naiah becanſe he was not onely an eye witneſſe, but alſo an 
actoʒ therin, ſtood fo2th + ſaid. And al this do J perfectly reme- 
ber, being eſpecially calledg appointed by king David (together 
with your reuerence and Nathan the Pꝛophet)to deale foz the 
king in thoſehigh matters the which (J doubt not) but Nath 
— alſo confirme if he were pꝛeſent, and therein commend 
and pꝛalſe that noble magnanimitp and rare clemency ol the 
king extended towardes his capitall enemy at ſuch his entrãte 
into the kingdome, when as beeing not pet ſoperfeclyſetled, x 
ſcarcelp knowing his friendes from his foes, hee might rather 
haue feared the euent of luch a dangerous manumiſſion x par- 
don. It appeared, that the gratious king was not only glad to 
pardũ him which had ſubmitted himſelfe and pꝛomiled obediẽte 
but alſo carefull to eſchew all colour oꝛ ſuſpit ion of tyranny 82 
cruelltealing, - cuen to an aduerſarp. Some Pzincesand 
mightie perlons in ſuch caſes are ſeuere perſecutoꝛs, euen to 
the death of them which haue nauer ſo little offended them, 
although neither they haue no2 can poſſiblp hurt them, and 
ſuch (as the king well knoweth) are moze hurtfull to their 
owne territoꝛies then the bꝛute creatures are to ſuch as 
neuer hurt oꝛ annoied them. Mee find ol the Sea-Dolphin 
(of whoſe nature the king hath ſpoken among other beaſtes 
and Fiſhes) that if perchance they find a dead manin the ſeas 
they fecle by the ſmell ol him whether hee bath ener eaten ol 
Dolphin Fiſh ,the which if at any time he hath, then they de⸗ 
uaure him, ifnot, then they defend him fromthe biting of all 
other Fiſhes : and bzing him to the ſhoare, as it were to 
his funeralles in the earth. Lo, although theis Sca-beaſts 
| do 
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doe by nature reuenge any iniurte, pet are they farre off 
from the perſecuting of him that neuer hurt oꝛ annoyed 
them, howbeit ſuch is mans cruelty and commonly the 
bſe of mighty perſons, that they perſecute and hurt them 
grienoullp of whome they neuer receiued, noꝛ are like to 
receiue any dammage at all. Mherein they righgtly re- 
ſemblie the wolle which quarrelled with the Lambe and 
tocke an occaſion to kill and deuour him, becauſe he dzank 
beneath him in the riner , But, as J ſaid, albeit it had 
beene but a iuſt thing in the king to haue reuenged that 
infury : pet was hee moꝛe mercifull and gentle to his foes 
to whome in ſkeede of death deſerued, hee pardoned and 
them pꝛeſerued Pee haue well ſaide (quod Zadoke) 
and thus ſhoulde Adoniah haue well remembꝛes and con⸗ 
ſidered accoꝛdingly and not haue attempted further matter 
to pꝛouoke the Rings diſpleaſure, and turne mercy into iuſtice 
againſt. his owne life, But ſeeing that hee woulde not 
continue thankefull vnto his Grace, but renewe his old 
malice and thereby wozke to ſupplant the Lozdes An- 
nointed, J ſee no reaſon why the King Houle further 
ſpare him to the danger ol his own ſaletie. Mherefoze A ver -- ; 
ly belieue, that the king bath not offended either againſt God | 

oz the lawe , in that hee afterward perceining the wick- _ 
ednes and ambitious pꝛactiſes of Adoniah, did cauſe him 3<naiab, 

fo bee rewarded with death. And well wozthie (ſaid Be- 

naiah ) foz notwithſtanding the Ring had moſt gratiouſ- 

ly pardoned him, and charged hint thereon(in my hearing) 

to bee contepned within his owne houſe : hee pet-pzeſu- 

med too boldely fo come fooꝛth, and moſt malcpertly to 

ruth into the Queenes Chamber after Davids death in ſuch 

ſozte , that ſhee was therewith wonderfully alraide of him, 

neither coulde thee eaſily bee perſwaded that kee beeing 

her moꝛtal enemy (though now ſubdued) would either wiſh her 

well oz entend her any good. Fo2 as enemies are not to bee 

truſted notwithſtanding their latre faces and woꝛdes : ſo beyond 

others, had ſhe a great cauſe to doubt of Adoniah, who as ſhe 
wel knew, bare her a deadly hatred, foꝛ p byher means 5 ſooner 
Solomoncame to the ropall Seat, the which he Adoniah 
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zadoke, 
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fo ambitioully and eagrelie affected, and vnlawfully vſurped 
in his fathers lile time. Whereat notwithſtanding that ſhe 


was as betwene hope and diſpapre when ſhe ſaw him ſodenlie 


The nature & 


to enter her chamber, ſhe asked him il he came to her in peace, 
and he anſwered, yea, whatſoeuer he meant, and he ſaid, that 
he had a certaine petition vnto her, which was, that ſhe would 
be ameane fo2 him to the king, that he would giue him to 
wife Abiſag theSunamite,(who had beene ſometimes king 
Davids bedfellow to warme and nouriſh him in his weake 
old age) In the which pꝛactice, he had a purpoſe fo aſpire to 
the kingdom: not onely fo; that, though he were the fourth 
yet the eldeſt ol king Davids ſonnes then liuing: but alſo 
combined with her who was eſtermed as king Davids wife, 
he might the ſwner in bis owne conceite,and by the ſaggeſtion/ 
of the kinges enemies, haue obtained the ſoneraigntie. 


The which deceit andpzetence ol his, the Nueene as pet per- 


teiued not - and thereloꝛe partlie foʒ dꝛead, and partlie foꝛ god- 
will ſhe bare him loꝛ king Davids ſake, che condiſcended to 
bis deſire, and made requeſt foz him vnto the king. But 
the king being right wile, ſwne elpied this to be a ſattle deniſe 
of Adoniahfoz his owne aduancement; hee knew well, that 
the ambitious areenerpy way ready to inſinuate themſelues 


manner of the into fanonr ; befoze they be pꝛelerredthey will faine humilf- 


ambitious. 


fie, lowlines, honeſtie, affabilitie, and all benignitie, they 
will follow and obey at a becke, they will flatter and giue ap- 

plauſe to all mens doings, fearing to offend any: pea, and (as 
is the common pꝛouerb) they will bꝛuſh off the duſt from the 
coate which hath no duſk at all. But being once aduanced x 

exalted, they begin to change their opinions, and lone alter 

their manners: loꝛ now, they are become pꝛoud and gloꝛious 
boaſters : they neuer care to pꝛolit, but are glad of prefermet- 

they tbinke themſelues far better then others, becauſe they be 

placed higher then others: their fozmer friends they diſdaine, 

know not their old acquaintances: they contemne their bene 
ſadoꝛs, and bee vathankefull to them which haue done them 

the higheſt good. To let paſſe other things, they be burthenſom 

to their ſubieds hatelul to al men, headſtrong, troubleſom, ar- 


rogant, græuous, and impoꝛtune. This (J ſay) the king 


knew wel, and that Adoniah was ſwolne with this humour. 
; Poze- 
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his Solace. 48 ? 


Pozeouer,heperceined that this matter did both pzoceed and 
was furthered by two others his deadly foes, namely, 
Ioab and Abiather, who thereby intended to ſupplant 
the king, and to ſet vppe Adoniah. And therefoꝛe when 
Nucene Bethſabe requeſted the king ko: Adoniah, 
(accoꝛding to her pꝛomiſe) he anſwered her: And why abeſt 
thou aſes Abiſag for Adoniah ? aſke for him the kingdome alſo: 
for he is mine elder brother, and hath for him both Abiather the 
the prieſt and Ioab the ſonne of Zerviah: foꝛ he knew, that if A- 
doniah had once gotten Abiſag, who was ſodeare and neere 
vnto his father, he would alſo with her haue ſought foz the 
Crowne. Therefoꝛe he ſware and pꝛonounced a ſentence a- 
gainſt Adoniahtorecompente his wicked ambition and ini- 
guitie ſaying: God do ſoto me, and more alſo i Adoniah hath 
not ſpoken this againſt his owne life! Therefoze the king being 
well aduiſed (foz he did euerp thing with indgement ) ſent and 
commanded me to [mite him that he might die, thereby the 
ſoner to eſtabliſh the gouerment accoꝛding to the will + wozd 
ol the Loꝛd, the which Adoniah 4 his counſailoꝛs had pzactiſed 
to hinder e onerthzow. Therfoze this actið ot the king, neither 
may be repꝛoued, noꝛ may occaſion him (now after ſo many 
yeares ol peace) to be offeded with himlelfe therefoꝛe. Thus 


haue pee (aide (quod Abiather) and pour wozdes in mine o- Abiather_ 


pinio may not be iuſtlie repꝛoued, ſoꝛ pee haue ſpoken nothing 


but truth. But what ſhall we ſay to this that the king at his mou dealings 
entrance, did both depꝛiue Abiather then the; Loztes f 0! 


pꝛieſt of his office and expelled and hanniſhed him the 
Loꝛdes houſe? Although J haue the line name (mp Lozdes} 
I neither pꝛopolſe this queſtion, noꝛ ſpeake, as i J would defed 
the taule ol p Abiather againſt the king and his pꝛoteedinges 
therein: but becauſe J haue heard ſome oppoſition to the ſame 


ther the prieſt, 


by others, and J would willingly they ſhould be reſolued. To ON 


thisanſwered Zadok. As J map notcondemn that Abiather 
my pzedeceſſour, becauſe J jwonlde my ſelfe (as Pri- 
mas) ſhould be aduiced and appꝛoued in the place: ſo neither 
may IJ dillike in equity the kings pꝛoceedings againſt him . 
Fo? firſfe it is certapne that Abiather behaued not 
himſeke woꝛthely in his plate, and therefoze was tuſtlp 
depꝛiued. oz albeyt my-ſelfe am now high Prieſt: pe fa 
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ſhould not anſwere to my calling and name, J-allow the ve- 
rification ofthat ſentence of the kinges father on my elle : 
Let his daies be few: and his office let another take: And as 
cocerning Abiather, ſt became him not tocounſaile Adoniah 
and to confederate with him, in that he vnlawfullie couetted 
to be king, both without the conſent ol his father, and againſt 
the rightfull honoꝛ of king Soloms.*Next it is moſt appa- 
rant how the Loꝛd would, that now by this occaſion, that 
woꝛd of his ſhould be perfozmed which was ſometime ſpoken 
fo Eli the pꝛieſt: thatfoz the high diſhonoꝛ and contempt of 
Godes ſeruice in his childꝛen, and by him permilted, the 
pꝛieſthood ſhould be taken away rom him and his houſe, and 
another ſhould be p2eferred in the ſame, The Which the 
King beemg wiſe andindowed with a pꝛincipall ſpirit, did in 

time wiſely conſider, and iuſtlie perfo2med in the depꝛiuing of 
Abiather, and placing me in his office : foz there is not anp 
word of the Loꝛd which ſhall fall to the ground, but ſhall be 

perfozmedin the appointed time. Powbeit the king ( accoz- 
ding to the excellencie of his wiſedome) would neither ſlap 
no} cruellie toꝛment oꝛ vere that vnfaithfull Abiather, be⸗ 
cauſe he had beene-the Loꝛdes high pꝛieſt, and had beenea 
companis x a fauourer of his father David in all his afflictios, 
Mherein he expꝛeſſed a right ſober, mercifull, and gratefull 


mind: fo2 he reuerenced the Lo2ds oꝛdinance and lawfull fun- 


ction of the perſon, albeit the perſon was vnwoꝛthie: he ſhew- 
ed lenitte, where riggur was delerued: and he would not 


hat his hatefull enemie ſhould be occaſioned either luſtlie to 


comdemne him, 02 at the leaſt to accuſe him of any ſauour of 
oppꝛeſſion, tyrannie, cruelty, oꝛ vnkindneſſe towardes him 
which had beene kind to his father in his alllictions, though 
now after his fathers departure. And ſuͤrelie, theſe are the 
virtues which are not common oꝛ vſuall among the men ol 
this life, elpeciallie among P2inces-and Potentates, where 
we often behold and conſider, how the Loꝛdes pꝛieſtes, pꝛo - 
phets, andfaithfull ſeruantes, are not onely negleced, but 
vnreuerentlie contemned and abuſed, and that fo2 the lighteſt 
cauſes that may be imagined: we ſee that ſeueritie recom- 
penleth pꝛiuate iniuries againſt all men without mexcie3 ay 
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we ſee, that little kindneſſe is found to conſider ol great bene · 
fites of them which be lining, much leſſe ol them that be dead 
of whom the pꝛouerbe is beaten, Ou ght, out of mud, Such 
hath beene the vngodly behauiour of Saul towards Abime- 
lech and the N nteſtes or the Lozd, whome not witbſtanding 
they had made their honeſt ercuſe withall humilitie, hee com- 
maunded Doeg the Edomite to murther euen foureſcoze and 
fiue perſons that did weare a linnen Ephod: pea, and bee 


ſmote with the edge ol the lwoꝛde, Nob che Cittie of the 


Pꝛieſtes, both men and women, childzen and ſucklinges, ox 
en and aſſes, and ſheepe with hoꝛrible crueltie. Tous the 
bꝛethꝛen ol Ioſeph hardly handled their pooze bzother in that 
they did not onely caſt him into a pit, but ſold him away as a 
bondſlaue to ſtrangers, following thereinthe Nature of Cain, 


who murthered Abel his bzother vpon an offence not giuen, Cen. 


but taken. And thus the vnthankfull Sichemites (in the time 
ol the Judges) notwithſtanding that Gedeon had beene be 
neſlĩiciall to Iſrael, ſhewed no mercy vnto his houſe, but gaue 
conſent tothe ſetting vp of Abimelech the tꝑꝛant, to the de- 
ſtruction of the ſame. But thus hath not our Ring done: 
Neuerthelelſe, (as reaſon required) he remoued Abiather both 
from his office, and alſo from out of the Court: foz hee had 
diſtained his honour, and diſgraced his function by his lewde 
behauiour therein, and was an enemie to the kinges eſtate. 
Therefoze that he might not longer abuſe the place, ſo fit fo2 a 
better perſon, vea, ſoꝛ a perſon perfect, and well appꝛoued: a- 
gaine, that he might not thencefoꝛth (as he was an enemic) vn⸗ 
happily moue oꝛ entiſe any of the ninges Courte to conſpire 
with him againſt the king and his gouernement, hee was 
inſfly depztued of the one, and baniſhed from the other: foꝛ as it 
is indeed wiſedome in time, to caſt out of the congregation, 
ſuch by whome the ſame is daily offended, and the plate abu- 
ſed, to auoid the contempt, which by ſuch perſons is often 
occaſioned: ſo it is good policie timelp to obſerue, ſequeſtre and 
put apart ſuch dangerous perſons from the pꝛeſence of Pꝛin⸗ 
ces, and from the ſocietie of their Loꝛdes and ſeruantes, left 
they both infec and inflame =_ ſoconfound the body with 

the 
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the head, by the conta gion of their trecherous plols, wicked de⸗ 
ügnes and peſtilent pzactizes, in, and about the which will e. 
ner bee their da ilie and greateſt ſtudies and indeuours: foz 
they are ſet on and pꝛicked fozth by the Spꝛe ol treaſons, and 
bꝛoacher of rebellions. Hence was it, that Moſes com- 
maͤnded a ſoparation between the Iſraclites, and Corah, Da- 
than and Abiram, whome the earth opening, ſwallowed 
vppe in their rebellion. Thus the Loꝛd repꝛoned Cain foz 
his enuy and anger againſt Abel his bꝛotcher, and ad moni⸗ 
ſhed him to his dutie: but after that hee had liſted vppe his 
hand againſt him r murthered him, he expelled him (though 
too late) and ſent him an exile from his fathers houle. Do 
alſo after that Iſmael was noted to be a perſecuter and deri- 
der of his bzother whome hee ſought to ſupplant; hee was 
ſhut out ol Abrabams-houſe with Hagar his mother, who 
had counſelled and defended him in his wickedneſſe. Therloꝛe 
wee map perſwade, that this pzoceeding and iudgement ol 
the king againſt Abiather, faz the abuſe of his function, and 
his treacherie againſt both David and our Lo2d the king, 
(being both lawlull and diſcreetely handled, accoꝛding to the 
diuine pꝛouidence, and the equitie of the law ) is not the cauſe 
of the kinges pꝛeſent ſoꝛrow. To this, all the Pztncesſub-- 


ſcribed, gladlp inſtifping the wiſe and woꝛthy iudgement of 
the king with all his pꝛoceedinges therein, in whom 
they did maniſeſtly behold the wiſedome ol 
the maſt high God, to doe equity 
and righteouſnes. 


bis Solace. 


Car, XIII. 


of Solomons proceedmges againit Ioab and Shimei, 


Ing Solomon being iuſtiſied and 
= commended in his iudgement e pꝛo- 

ccdinges againſt Adoniah and A- 
F £4 biather, in th execution of th one, and 
d depzinafio of th other: Azariah the 
chiele cf the Collectoꝛs came foozth'e 


8 3 (aid ; But there be, which do not on- 


=, ip blame, but conde mne the Ring. 
.concerning his dealing againſt his 
Coſen Toab,chiefly. after he had taken holde ofthe hoznes of 
the Altar, where.foz theholinefe andrenerence of the place, 
he pzeſumed ol ſecuritie: fo2 he verily thought, that the king 
(which was wile and ſingularly affected the holy Religion) 
would haue rather reuerented the plate, and not aduentured 
to plucke any man out ol the Loꝛds heuſe (eſpecially from the 
high Altar) which did flie thither foz defence and ſaletie, as to 
the Sancuarp ofthe L o2d. 


Totbis Benaiah thechiefe Captaine anſwered. Jn that EE 


Azariak- 


(myLo2d) as Jam well aſſured of mine owne guiltleſſe oo 


hand, being eſpectally charged by the king to.lay Ioab: (foz 
inderde a lle w him at the kings commaundement } ſoam 3 
well perſwaded of the perfect wiſedome and vpꝛight ludgemẽt 
ol the king in that matter, foꝛ diuers cauſes: firſt, foʒ that Io- 
ab had beene ofthe confederacie with Abiather, pea and a 
chiele Comunſelloz of Adoniah, both againſt M. David, and 


againſt our Lo2dthe king: foꝛ although he were the ſonne ol 


Zaruiah, Davids ſiſter, placed by him in a verp high grade 
and anthozitpſas the chicke Captaine of all his hsaſtes and 
had beene bolde in the pzeſtumption thereof, to doe and commit 
many. thinges both vnlaw full and vndecent againſt the kings 
Will, and good liking, as in the 7 of Abner and Amaſa, 

and 
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and fach like) pet, bere he pꝛeſumed foo foo farre:fo2 as it wag 
not lawfull noꝛ conuenient, ſo was it neither ſafe foꝛ himſelle 
to aduenture to ſet vp and to pzoclatme Adoniah king oner 
Iſrael, in the life time of R. David, without the good will and 
manifeſt commaundement and warrant ofthe king, and ol his 
noble Counſcllozs vnto whom it better became 1oab to haue 
fubmitted himſelfe & his Counſaties, to whom he ſhould haue 
hearkened and peelded the due honour accoꝛding to the law, 
chiefly in this high matter, and not in ſuch malepert e lewde 
ſoꝛt haue vſurped on the Kings gratious fauour,+ arrogantly 
pꝛeſumed ſo farre on the authozity of his high place. Truelp, 
this is a fault, which is often committed, and no lefſe noted 
in them, whom the lauour of gratious Pꝛinces hath aduan- 
tedand graced, and the honour of the place hath puffed vppe, 
ſo far, thatfo2getting themſelues and their dutie, they neither 
Men being i n fqeſi their awne dangers imminent: foꝛ it is ſufficiently - 
honour a. Pioued, that many men being ſodainelyexaltcd, arealſo ſo- 
3 dalnely dep: eſſed and humbled in their pꝛide, by the ſame which 
llilted them vp: pea, and ſome are thereſoꝛe aduanced, that foz-- 
On. 111 getting God and their duties, they map be thzowndowne and 
Iudg. 9.53 · confoundedas Nimrod was, and Abimelech, aſwellfoz ex- 
ample vnto others, which thereby are taught to take heede: 
as fo2 a iuſt reward of their owne pꝛide, ambition, inſolency, e- 
great wickedneſſe. Secondly, Ioab being faultie againſt 
God and the King, and now not onelp accuſed befoze the king 
and bis JP2inces, but iuſtly condemned and fearing the kinges 
diſpleaſure, and the reward he had deſerued : hath moſt egre⸗ 
giduhp abuſed that holy place: foz Sanctuaries are ozdained 
— 2 1. 14. {0} arefuge anddefence, not fo2 wilful murtherers, ffubbozne 
Num... Wmalefados, trapto2s,rebels, ſeditionaries, and conſpiratours 
& 3 5. u. 14. Againſt lawful Pꝛinces, but fo2 innocents t ſuch as do, oz ſhall 
Deut 4.42 ignoꝛantlp, and by an hedleſſe occaſſion offend: thaf there they 
— 72-4 maybe pꝛotectet and pꝛeſerued, till time the truth ol the mat- 
e, ters laide againſt them be in judgement, diſcerned and tryed: 
as we finde it woꝛitten in the law ol Moſes. Noꝛ was it mate 
indeed) that Ioabs earple therin( though a noble man. ſo neere 
ol bloudto the king, and no leſſe fauoured of David }ſhouldem-- 
bolden others to commit ſuch hainous actions and villanies, 
1 ; | and: 
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and then toſh2owde themſelues vnder thoſe places of reſuge, 
fo larre off from the true meaning of the law, and from the 
right end ofthe inftitution ol thoſe places. Therefoze thep that 
offend in like matters, and thinke fo be defended with their 
ceuſes, epther by ſach places,o2 bythe wzeaſting ol the holy 
lawes to their purpoſes, ds alwaies deceiue themſelues, and 
d2aw vengeance on their owne heades deſeruedly. 
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* Third'p Ioab expꝛeſſed a moſt ſtabbozne nature, perverſe | Ioabs flub» 
will, and dilobedient heart againſt theLoztsAnnointed: foz bones. 


when in the kinges name, and by his Highneſſe commaunde- 
ment, commaunded him to come loꝛth from the 44ar, hee 
neuer ſo much as asked mercy ofthe king, noꝛ ſought, noz en · 
treated foꝛ his awne pardon : but pꝛeſuming that the King. 
would not haue aduentured fo plucke him.from the Altar, 
wberol he had taken hold, although he had been a wilfal tranſ⸗ 
greſſoꝛ:he then an lwered moſt ſfoutelp in the pꝛeſumption ol 
his hart: / wil nat come forth, and being further certiſied, p then 
the king would not leare noꝛ omit to ſlap him euen there, foꝛ 
his ambitious pꝛattiʒes and treſpaſſe,he replied (as daring the 
king and his la wlull authoꝛity moſt arrogantly) then le: 
him [lay me e den here: for I will not come forth. either think J 
but he will haue ſome regard to the high renerence of this 
plate, into the which J haue betaben my ſelfe,foz the ſafety ol 
my lile, as in the Loꝛds Sanctuary: bpon this aunſwere, the 
king percefuing his pꝛide and the ſtubboꝛnes of his hart, com- 
manded me to doe vnto him enen as he had ſaid namely to flap. 
him euen there, and ſo hee receiued the execution ol his iult 


iudgement. Fourthly, the Loꝛd our God hath rightlp bꝛought The rewards:  - 
vpon the heade of Ioab, the reuenge of that innocent bloud of murther. 


which he had befoꝛe that time ſhed cauſeles, and now cried to 


the Lord fo vengeance, accoꝛding to that wozd of David, 1. Kin. 2.5. 


when a little befoze his death, hee gaue the king a verp ſtratte 
charge conccrning this matter, willing that Ioab ſhould not 
beholden guiltleſſe, noꝛ be bꝛought in peace to his graue, but 


that he ſhold receiue the reward ofa merciles murtherer;after Num. 24, 


the woꝛdes ol the law in that caſe pꝛouided: as whereby the 

ſooner he might remoue awap from the king, and his fathers 

boule, 188 bloud which 1 oab hadſhed without iuſt cauſe foꝛ 
I 3 (bepong« 
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(beyond others his manifold ſlaugbters and oppzeſſions) hee 
linote and moſt traiterouſiy murthered two men which were 
moze righteous and better then himſelle, in the time ol peace, 

Ex. namely, Abner the ſonne of Ner,captaine.of the-hoaſt of I. 

2. Jm. 3.3. rael, who was (as king David inhislamentation fo; him, ac- 
knowlcdged)a fPzince and a Great man: and alſo Amaſa the 
Sonne of Icther, Captaine of the hoaſt of Iudah.: A man 
like wiſe of right excellent. gauernement and valour, foz Io- 
ab being a perſon very p2onde, enuious and ambitious, great · 
Iy feared, leſt the fayour and eſtimation of thoſe two Mo- 
thies in the kings eyes. would much diminiſh, (03 at the leaſt) 
hinder oz withſtandhis further and higher honour. Therefo2s 
David perteiuing his wicked inclination andconſidering wel 
the equitte ol the cauſe, charged and required his Donne our 
Soueraigne Loꝛd, that the bleud of thoſe two wozthy perſõs 
ſhould be returned on the head of Ioab, and vpon his ſeede, þ 
ſo vpon David and vpon his ſeede, and vpon bis houſe, and v- 

| pon bis ſeat, there might be, and remaine a perpetuall peace. 

11 Thus truely,when one creature kils another, the heanenlte 

ll | Powers crie out to the higheſt Pateſty,ſaying: Lozd,Lozd, 

| this thy ſeruant pꝛeſumes to be like thee! Therefo2e,if the derd 
| | be vniuſt, the Creatoz of all aunſwereth: Sufferhim pet 
| fo | which kils,fo2 he alſo hall be killed. Mengeanee is mine, and 

_—_— J will repay. And indeede thoſe celeſtiall Powers ſhal and wil 

1 | . ſo often repꝛeſent with their pꝛailes to the Loꝛd, the death of 

[ _ theperſonſlaine.till iuſt vengeance be taken of the llaper, who 

1 therefoze ſhall bemumbzed with them that are appointed to 

| Ucrmogeacs. perpetual toꝛments:x as alſo, one among the Philoſophers of 

FX the Gentilesbath traelp ſaid : And ſo weobſerue, that albeit 
the impious and wicked be fo2their times and turnes aduan · 

ted aboue many others better then themſelues, by the great 

1 aucur and liberalitie ol bountilul Pꝛintes, and ſo ſtand a while 

| inan high grade of flouriſhing p2oſperity - and that, when the 

| ; vngotly cemmit wickedneſſe againſt God and his Annointed. 
they are ſpared oz paſſed ouer with ſilence, wherbyfoꝛgetting 

God and their pꝛoper conditions, they imagine him to bee wel 

pleaſed, and ſo pꝛomiſe themſelues laſfingſecuritie in their 

impieties: pet neuertheleſſe, in the end, pea euen in their 
| i due 


die time re they well onertaken anddeffropedtvſſhoiitiner - 
tie, being nothing woꝛthie of mercie, though they crie and 
eall, CTherefoze the Greeke Homer (whom in this matter 
without inſt oflence to our Religion, but to che ſhame of 
ſuch ambitious perſons, we may remember) hath well mo- 
vulatedinalliuſtcenſure:: faping : | 
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Thus tranſlated: 
Although in pitie, powerfull love, 1550 
A long ſome time, refraines 
7 v /mite the Simmer: yet at length. 
He Plages ham to his Paines.. 


Bat moſt diuinellehaththe kinigefiitherſpoken inhis Plalms- 
and hymnes fouchingthis argument, which when learned A- 
ſapk the kings Scholemaiſter bad adutſevly conſidered with - 
the manifold inſtances daply OY hy ono 
the L 0300s beyalle, 


Ob now confules b yetha forget Gal! grace, 
Left that I reut you far a pray, and none be foundin place, 
To reſcue or ta ſane your ſoules. | 


' Wherefoze as his molf excellent Maielkie hath rightly eb; 
demned Joab, and thereancommaruned him to bee erecu- 
ted accoꝛding to the law in this cale pꝛouided, and the charge 
that David ganehim alittle befo2e hee fell a ſleepe: ſo can 
wee not but wozthily appꝛoue his iudgementes, iultifte- his 
pzoceedings,and perfwade, that as thereby hee bath remoned 
away euill from his kingdom and houſe, ſo neither bath he ta- 
ken thereof any occaſſion of this great heauines.wherewith he 
nowlanguiſheth:foz Ioab (as ye know) was not onely a wic- 
ked murtherer, pꝛoud, enuious and ambitious of honoꝛ, but al. 
ſo ſtubboꝛne and rebellidus againſt the: king, a conſpiratour 
with A doniah the kings enemie, perũdious x trearherous,le+ 
ditious and couetous, and in a woꝛd, repleniſhed with mans? 
vices Where with hee W I to the diſhonoz ol our re⸗ 
| | 4 | ligigh-: 


* * @ * 8 7 
. is So Ace 52 


King Solomon 
andthe ſhame of himſelfe. Pee haue well ſpoken (ſaide all 
the other P2inces and Lozdes) And indeede, this is not 
ftrange, lo; wee our ſelues haue oftentimes ſeene and wel 
-obſerned, that the vngodly andirroligious perſons, though 
long foꝛboꝛne and ſuffered to ſinne, yea and to wallow in im⸗ 
pieties, laping vnto themſelnes,peace,andall is well, yet ſo- 


dainly as holy Job ſaid, they deſcend downe to the hell, neither 


- thal their pompe follow the : loʒ glutted with p2olperitie, in 
veterated in malice, hardened in heart, and larre off from true 
repentance, they euen pꝛouoke the diuine power to powꝛe on 
them that which they haue iuſtly merited in their abhomina- 
tions. And truely this is one of thoſe thinges which follow 
in an oꝛdinarpcourſe, and ſemblable ſucceſſion in the wozld. 
But to ſpeake ol Loab, we know, that the kinges father ba- 
bing the ſpirite of Ichovah his God, taught him, how intol- 
lerable the ſafferance of ſuch a member as Ioab was, ſhould 
bee eſteemed in his wiſedome, which much better were to bee 
expelled and abandoned of che people, then that hee ſhould 
bee the occaſion ol conſpiracies, and ſeditious in the common 
State: remem bꝛing this ( beyond many other his miſchiefes) 
that hee had embꝛued his ſwoꝛd which hung on his loines in 
the blond of a friend, as il he had beene his enemie in the open 
flelde. Andnow againe, he euen bewzated himlelfe openly as 
pꝛiuie to p̊ new tonſpiracie of A doniah, who aſpiring Þ ſecond 
time to the kingdom of Iſrael, ſought to obtain to wife Abi- 
ſag, K. Davids laſt bedfellow : foz his conſcie nce condemning 
him, he fledfrs the kings face, and tooke hold as pe haue ſar) 
ol the hozns of the Altar:ho wbeit being a man wile t acquain 
ted with the la he might haue known that a volũtary mur 
therer oz traitoꝛ was not to be pꝛotected in that place: mozeo- 
uer, the had alleadged, that ſeeing the kings pleaſure was to 
flap hun inderd pet he would die in that holy place, as befoze 
the Loꝛd:yet he might knowfoz certaintie, that the place ſhold 
be nothing p2ofitable vnto him there to die, ſeeing that foz bis 
impietie, he was not woꝛthy there to be interred amog bis fa · 
tbers, whereol all ſuch are woꝛthilydepꝛiued, which are execu⸗ 
ted by an oꝛdinary ſentẽce iudgemẽt ol law, as * ma- 
lefactots 


Uigion the dartiger ol our king, the enill example ofthe noblesz 
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lelactoꝛs. And in very d&d,wherfoze ſhold ſuch per ſůs as in their 
pꝛolanitis neither ſeare God, noz lone his houſe, noz care 
foz his Altar, noz regarde his diuine Seruice, noꝛ ſeeke to 
honour him in their liues, pꝛeſume ſo much on bis houſe, on 
his Altar, on his tabernacle and Sanctuarye as either there 
to be pꝛotected, oz there to reſt their wandzing bones, Foz 
- .asthe Caſtle of Sy on ſpewed out the halte and the blinde that 
David andſuch as retained both Vrim and Thumim might 
lodge and dwell there: ſo the Lo2des hill, the Lozdes taberna- 
cle, and his holy houſe is built, pꝛouided, and pꝛepared foz them 
onely which leare and ſerue him in finglenes of heart all the 
daies ol his life. 


* v * A * * 9 2 -— 1 * 
3 K ͤ e e ee EN IR 
7% go . . n 9 3 
2 e 15 N 7 r 
8 2 D TONE, NE Soo 
5 


Then Banaiah pzoceeded ſaying. The like maybere- The procce- 
ſolued concerning that iudgement, which was giuen and execu lings of the K. 
ted on Shimei the ſonne ol Gera, the ſonne of Gemini of Ba-againſt Shimei 
hurim whom the king commanded me to ſtrike. Jſpeak not King; 2.8. 


this ( my Loꝛds) to excuſe my ſelle of crime as guiltie in that a- 
tion, although A may not want my iuſtification therein:but in 
regard ofthe equity ofthe cauſe. Foz it is not vnknown vnto 
pou and to manꝝ others that pet remaine aliue, how that Shi- 
mei foʒ getting himſelfe and his oath, with the reyerence hee 
ſhould haue peelded king David, caſt ſtones at him, and at 
his leruants, and withall railed at him and curſed him (being 
the Loꝛds annointed) with an hozrible curſe in the day when 
he went to Mahavim: and thus he ſaid in great envp, malice 
pꝛide and contempt ol the king, euen to the king himſelfe, Come 
forth,come forth, thou bloodſhedder.& theuma of Belial. The Lor 
hath brought upon thee all the bloud if the houſe of Saul, in whoſe 


The railing 
wordes of Shi- 
mei. 


ſteede thou halt raigned;and the Lord hath deliveredvhe kingdome 2. 5a m. 16.5, 6; 


into the haud F Ablolonthy ſonne. And behold thou art comets 
thy miſchiefe becauſe thou art a man of bloudl Such woꝛds ſpake 
Shimei, andſo miſdemeaned he himſelle euen againſt king Da 
vid and his ſeruants. Howbeit David was then contented 
to foꝛbeare to reuenge this iniury on him, although there wer 
ſtanding about him that offered to go and to take awap his 
head: yea and afterward, when he came and ſubmitted himfelfe 
to David, he pꝛomiſed him reſt ſrom his hand: neither woulde 
he ſtrike him in all his dates. Neuertheleſſe he leſt the — 
3 | dexatlon 


How Shemci 
was brought 
into the ſnare 
m his time, 


King bo 


| derationt therof to Solomon his Bonne, whom(he werknetoy 
the Loꝛd had inſpired with a pꝛincely Spirit and noble mind; 


and therefoze could not be ignoꝛant how to deale and behaue 
himſelle in theſe and ſuch like cauſes. And ſo like wiſe our Lo2d 
the King beeing as merciſull as he was wile, did not in all the 
baſt ſet on wicked Shimei, to recompence that abuſe he gaus- 
to his father: but, firſt he talled hun and remembered him of his 
vnreuerent behaviour towards the Lords annointed, thẽ, be 
willed him to build him un houſe in Ieruſalẽ to dwelm, & not 
to aduentureabzode, i laid: Be thou ſure, that the day that thou go 


- eft out and paſſeſt over the river Cedron, thou ſpalt ape, ænd ti blood 


halbe on thine owne head. To the which Shemei gaue anſwer: - 
This ſaying is good. Army Lord the King hath ſaid: ſo will thy ſer- 
want 4.487 which woꝛdes as he cleared and inſtified both the 
king and his pꝛoceedings:ſo did hee both iudge and condemne 
himſelle il be kept not that commandement- of the king. And 
pet we map not imagine, but that he granted lurther, then that 
de had any dellre to perfozme, as thoſe which being endange- - 
red, vow and pꝛomiſe manp thinges moze then euer they pur 
poſe to pay, the danger beeing once paſt:and that hee thus pꝛo⸗ 
miled moze fo2 dꝛead puniſhment, then loꝛ any lone oz willing ⸗ 
nes he had to obep the kinges commandement, as thoſe men 
of Belial which fozbeare to ſinne openly moze fo2 feare ofthe 
rod of Juſtice, then foz any lone oꝛ reverence of godlp vertues. 
Moꝛeouer Shemei might haneconſiderep (as hee was ſubtle 
and craftie enongh)thatmen{aſpecedare euer oblerued, and 
therefoze ſuch ſhould be very heedfull,not onely olcommitting 
the fact, but of all pzetence and ſhew ol that which ts euill. 
Powbett as he that is euill by nature, doth ener pꝛeſume in 
dis euill without the reuerent feare ol either God oz man: as 
one garded e ſecured in the fooliſh conceit of his own humoꝛ: ſo 
Fhemei, either fo2getting, oz little regarding anp of thole 
thing es pꝛemiſed, paſſed foozth of Jerufalem,the place where · 
in be was commanded to ſtay and went to Geth to Achis, pꝛe 
tending to ſeeke loꝛ and to fetch home two ol his Sernantes. 
which were ſome little time befoze that runne away from him. 
In the which pꝛeſumption, he could not eſcape a vehement fuſ-. 
clan of pzadiling ſome lewd matters with the .Philiſtines; 


Ft 
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Ag aintt᷑ the peace and gouernment of the king home her ener 
envied, and cloſely aſſated to reduce the kingdome from the 
houſe of David which the L oꝛd God had choſen, vnto the po- 
Nerity of Saul whom the I oꝛd had reiected. But behold, whiles 
Shemei went fozth in his greedy ambition to finde and fetch 
home his ſeruants, be loft and enerth;ewhimſelfe!Fo2 thus by 
the diuine pꝛeuidence which holdeth them not guiltleſſe, that 
either touch his annointed, oꝛ curſe and maligne their father £ 
mother (ho wſoeuer the ſeruants of Shemei laulted in their go- 
ing krom him, and he had a tuft pꝛetence to reclanne them) an 
occaſion was rightly miniſtred in this time ol his iudgement, 
to caſt him as guiltie into the kinges danger, as whereby tte 
king might euen in this (though vpon a freth octaſton) perfoꝛm 
the wond ol his father David, adminiſter true iudgement, and 
yeeld that deſerued recompente to that rebellious beaſt. Now 
(my L oꝛds) it is apparant as ye ſee) that Shemei, though a 
perſon of great place, could neither be iuſtified no defended in 
luch bis impieties: fox wby-(torecapitulate his crimes)he was 
zoud and malitious, a rayler, ſeditious, pertidious. an in- 
ringer of oath, a lyar anda couetous wzetch,foz hauing wealth 
beyond bis wozthines,he was thereof puffed vp both againſt 
God and his Soueraign,enuping the regimẽt of David and his 
pzoſperitie:he curſed the Loꝛds annointed with a moſt hoꝛrible 
curſe, againſt the law and the equitie of the kings cauſe che mo- 
ved the people to rebellion againſt David and his houſe 
from whome hee aſſaive to tranflate the Scepter: he was 
vntruſtie and treacherous ta his Loꝛde, whome with all 
faithfulnefſe hee choulde haue ſerued in diſcharge of his 
. duetie. Pee had bzoken his oathe which hee had made fo 
God and the Ring departing moſt p2zeſump3ſuanſlye front 
the Cittie of Icruſalem, wherein hee had vowed to contain 
himſelfe . Mee had (candalized the Lozdes annointedmofC 
caregionſlye and moꝛe bee regarded his owne pꝛiuate lucre 
and gaine in. etching home his Seruantes which were 
dep arted, and dzawing thinges vnlawfally to himſelſe, 
then the kings manile ſt and erpzeſſe commandement, and 
therfoze in reſpect ol ti one, he too boldlp tranſgreſſed the other. 
MAhereloꝛe the king litting in the ſeate ol the Loꝛd, gaue vp- 
| | on 
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en him moſt iuſtly the ſentence ol death, and withall comman- 
ded me(the captaine of his gard)to execute the ſame accoꝛding⸗ 
lp, whercof the king (in my iudgement) oꝛ any other his true 


ſubiects ne ide not to be ſoꝛy oꝛ diſpleaſed. To this the Princes 


anſwcred with one mouth: And truly in our indgements, as ß 
kung being moſt wiſe hath done iuſt iudgemẽt therein: ſo ſhold 
he not only be iuſtiſied, but alſa commended foz the ſame of as 
many as either heare oꝛ conſider thereof, Thus indeed hath N. 
Folomonxrightly recompenced his dangerous enemies by the 
pꝛotudence e help ofthe power diuine. Foz deubtles this is the 
Loꝛds doing who Joueth righteouſnes and hateth iniquity (as 


the kings father did ſing)therfoze as he defendeth the tuſt that... 


feare him in their iuffice, ſo he ouertaketh the vngodly that 


honour his high maieſtie in their miſchieuous deviſes and taſt⸗ 
eth them dolvne. Thus the cankred old ſerpent, whiles he pur 


poſed and had ſubtly plotted not only to deteiue, but to deſtroy 
that noble mankind in Paradiſe, was by Gods vpꝛight iudge⸗ 

ment woꝛthily condemned to the deepeft hell: and ſo the bleſſed. 
Seede ofthe Woman, whom hee had beguiled and thought to 
kill, did in the end confounde both him and his kingdome. To 
this migbt we adde the tragecall exampies of ennious Cain 


wbõ the L 02d God exetrated g eriledfrcm the earthfozbts ſa 


vage villany againſt his bꝛother being a righteoue man. Alſo 


of that pꝛoud and tyꝛannous Codorlaomor, andthoſe other 


pꝛofane pꝛinces which had captiued iuſt Lot, which pzinces 
therefoze our Father Abraham woꝛthily (mote and diſcomfi-- 


ted:ol hard hearted Pharao and thoſe cruel Æ gyptians, who. 
were ouer whelmed in the red ſea, when they verily pꝛeſumed 


to haue ſubdued and vtterly rooted out our fathers : Ol thoſe 
curſed Chananites, whom the Loꝛd pꝛoſtrated to the power⸗ 
full hand of his ſeruant Joſuah: of the peruerſe and hateful Phi- 


liſtines whom Sampſon the Nazariteplaguedin the ſpirit ol 


Tehovah: of the moſtrons Goliah the Gpant of Geth, whom. 


the kincgs father being pet but a pong man and lender, flew e 
cnt off his head with his own ſwoꝛd : of vnnaturall A bſolõ the 
kiuigs elder bꝛother, who had p2actiſed to ſupplant his father 


be ing lawful king who by the tuſt vengeance from the higheſt 


was hauged ona tre by the hair of his head as he rode thꝛogh 
„ | the: 
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the woods: and (beyond ſome others)th'erample of that trethe 
rous andrebellious Achitophel, achieſe Connſailoꝛ of A bſo- 
lon is pet frech in memoꝛp, who, ſeeing that his crafty and im 
pious conntell was not affectedco his deſier, trangled him- 
ſelfe with his owne handes. Many moꝛe fearefull ſpectacles of 
the ſcmblable tudgements wee find extant, not onely with vs 
within thoſe his bighnes dominions, but els where among the 
Gentiles and euery where to the terroꝛ and aſtoniſhment of 
the Sonnes ol men, hut pet fo the conſolation and vnſpeakable 
loy of the righteous. Mhereinis verified that which the. kings 
father hath modulated in his holy ſonges. 
The wicked haue I ſcene moſt ſtrong, 
aud plac dm high degree: 
In wealth and ſtoare faire floriſbing, 
much like the lawrell tree. 
| But ſodainly he paſt him hence: 
| . and priſoned was in hell: 
Nor could | find within a whites, 
the place where he did awel: 
But as for inſt and perfetl men: 
the Lord themapthencreaſe 
Who have from him them t o content, 
great ioy with reſt and ee 
Againe, the Lord protecte the iuſt, 
his wealth his life, his lot: 
When wicked men are dawned with 
the ſhaftes themſelves had ſbot. 
Oh bleſſed there ſore Godiy men, 
preſeru d by God your King! 
But woe yee wiched, in your waies., 
hour lot and entry thing. | 
The King himſelfe in his moſt graue and high Parableg. 
bath many thinges of this argument to be noted, as alſo in and 
among thoſe patheticall ſpeeches which we daply heare him to 
ruminate. Neither in truth, are the heathen and thoſe which 
are without, free of ſemblable exãples, which ſchooled them to 
learne what that is which the higheſt God loueth. and what he 
molt abhozreth. Among the wich, it map not tuftly otlend ei- 
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Name, 


happy health and wiſhed pꝛoſperitie. 


119 King Solomon 1 
ther dur ſelues 02 our Religion and people, that we tehieimber 
one other graue ſentence ofthe ſame.Greeke poet, who liuing 


inthe time ol our Judges, and obleruing many things ol thoſs 


daies in the wozld, whereofhe alſo wꝛote of great diſlructions 
ol Kings, Princes, noble Captaines, and mightie Potentates. 
with the cauſes of the ſame, we find that in the woꝛbe where- 
of he tels ol the warfdzings of the famous V lifles, he bath 
theſe wo2des. 
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That is 
In truth all godleſſe deeds arenonght eſtem d with Cod above: 
But rightfull heaſte and godlie wor kes of good men doth he love. 
e And ebe his foes and wicksd wreatches which on earth here live 
By others ſpoile, at length a pray to int men doth he give. 
And in this manner lehovah our God confounded the kinges 
aduerſaries, eſtabliching the kingdome in his hand, acco2ding 
fo that promiſe made by him to David, in the time ot his 
grace, Neither did his method of pꝛoceeding vnwozthelie 
beſeeme him, notlvithifanding his name noteth Peace, oz a 
Peaceable perſon: ſeing it behoued him foz the pprchaſe of true 
peace to extinguiſh the Seditlous and bꝛoachers of vnnece(- 
ſarie wars, a thing no leſſe neceſſary, the that part of his office 
which concerneth his gouerment, to andfo2 the which his fa- 
ther king David connſatled and ſang as befo2e : Grd thee with 
thy ſword upon thy thigh, O thou oft mightie | Againe, ſeing 
that al thinges are in vaine, W are attempted withoutan hap⸗ 
pie ſucceſſe, the which is a ſingular gift of God, and of him to be 
deſired, he added: Pro/per thou in thiue Honour. And all this wel- 
beſemedy king to whome p Loꝛd hath granted reſt loꝛ p buil- 
ding of his houſe, 4 therefoze hath named him Solomon, This 
being ſatde,the Pꝛinces ( with one aecoꝛd) appꝛoued the kings 
iudgements and oꝛderlie pꝛoceedinges in the pꝛemiſſes, pzap- 


ſed his royall maieſtie in the lame: bleſſed the God of Iſrael 


that had placed ouer his people ſo prudent and happie a king 
and humbiy beſeeched the moſt holie of Iſrael oz his graces 
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CHAT. XIV, 
The cauſe of king Solomon his griefe was not of his 
match with the daughter of Pharao. 2 Nor of his amitie 
with Hyram the King of Tyre. 3 Nor of that he royally en 


rertained the Qatene of Sheba. 4 Nor of his owne infir- 
mitie of age. 5 nor of the feare of death. 


* 


T cannot be dented (ſaid Ichoſo-" 
729 (phat) but that our ſoueraigne Lo2d 
Solomõ, hath done equity and righ - 


tions, tending therin to the end of 
Apis gouerment,foz his own diſcharge 


— = who fo; the ſame be pꝛapſed foz e- 
uermoꝛe. But now the queſtion is, and the matter argued, 
augmented and caried rom mouth to mouth among the kings 


the good of bis people, and (aboue 
De all) the bonour of Ichovahhts God 
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Subieds,(fo2 ofthis the kinges alteration, manp men talke di⸗ 
uerfly, and imagin many thinges) whether the king bath iuſt⸗ 
lie offended in his match with the daughter of king Pharao 


the Egyptian whom be bzought into the cittie of David. Any 
here they call to minde, not onely what the law hath pꝛoulded 


in this caſe:but that which the Patriarch lſaack hath charged 


to Iacob touching the daughters ol Canaan which he would 
not that he ſhould touch: as alſo what Manoab and his godlie 
wile ſpake to their lonne Sampſon the Nazarite, when 
be would haue taken a wife rom among the vncircumciſed 
Philiſtines. Howbeit J doubt not but that the king being 
paſſing wiſe and pꝛudent, knoweth well yow'to dilgeſt that 


Iud. 14.320 


mozſeil, and to reſolue that doubt. Moꝛzeouer, it is not vn- 


knolvne vnto vs, that albeit this Pꝛinceſſe was a ſtranger vn 


9 


Deu. 2 1. 13. 


plal.4s. 


Cant.z,n. 


Cant, 4.1, 


King Solomon 
to vs and our Religion, whiles ſhee remained at her fathers 


houſe in yr: pet as ſhe was not of the bꝛod ol thoſe canke · 


red hearted Chananites t nations which the Lozd willed our 
Fathers to expell and rote aut: ſo would not the king aduen· 
ture either to touch her, oz to bꝛing her into his owne houſe, 
(although ſhe was both a noble and beautifull Ladie) till time 
that was done and pezfozmed on her, which the Lab in that 
caſe pzeſcribeth: but cheifelp, as ſhe had fozſaken her owne 
people and her fathers houſe the polluted with manyabomina- 
tions:ſo turned ſhe to the L oꝛd Godof Iſrael with al her heart, 
foz the loue ſhe had both to him and bis holie Religion. And 


truelie this is alſo well obſerued, that as Rahab of Ierico, a 


belieuing woman and conuert, was both admitted andeſtee- 
med of thenomber of the true Iſraelites in the dapes t᷑ by the 

wiſdom of valiant Io ſuah: and as Ruth the Moabitiſn wo- 
man was married to Booz king Davids Grandfather⸗andas 
king David himſelfe refuſednot faire I hamar whome he had 
gotten in the warres:and as other our fozefathers haue not a- 
bandoned ichwome vpõ their true conuerliõ toy Lozd:fonet- 
ther we abhor ſuchas admit circumcition, & faithfully ſerue 
the true God, notwithſtanding they be of the Centiles:know⸗ 
ing oꝛ at the leaſt pꝛeſuming that the Loꝛs God, hath euen a- 
mong them, ſome that are his people alſo: that the ſtarre 
which Balaam ſomtime ſaw, might lighten them in their due 
time, as we are lightned: and that ſhall be then whe tbe pꝛaier 
of Noah ſhall be both heard and effected, wherein he deſired 
the Loꝛd to enlarge the tentes of Iaphet, ꝭ to ſeiſe him in the 
kentes of Shem, to whom he would that Shanan ſhould be 
a ſeruant. Now the king in this regard would often ſay of this 
Ladfe, The daughter of the king is beautifull within, her garments 
are of beaten gold, And herſelſe, although time was the could 
{ap of herſelle: I m but blacks O ye danghters of Hieruſalem, 


for whie the Sun hath ſhined vpon mine head: pet now hauing no 


meane pleaſare in her beautie, he could iuſtlie commend her 
to her face ſaping thus - Hom faire art thou my loue? how faire 
art thou? thou haſt Domes eyes, beſides that which within thee lieth 
hidden. Mherein doubtleſſe as he hath made her a liuelie fi- 


gure , ofthe church of God to be gathered of and among the 
Gentiles 
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Gentile: in time to come: ſo ſheweth he, what is and ſhall bee 


theglozie ol the ſame, and wherein the pꝛaiſe thereofconſt- 
ſeth : therefoze to declare the Loꝛdes good pleaſure therein. 


we haue both heard and conſidered what the [wert Pſalnuſt 


of Iſrael (euen the kinges lather) both pꝛopheſied, and diuinely 
modulated thereof in theſe wozdes. 
O daughter nom take heed, incline, and gine good care: 
T hon mull for ſake thy kindred all and fathers houſe moſt 
So ſhallthe king affect thy beautte faire and trim: (deere, 
For why he us the Lord thy God, e thou muſt worſhip him. 
The D aughters then of Tyre, with giftsfall rich to ſee, 
And all the wealthy of the land, ſhalmake their ſuiti to thec. 
Secondlp, after this (as it is left in Recozd)Ring Solomon 
loued Jehova his God, walking in the o2dinices of David, his 
father, offered vato the Loꝛd a r ooo. whole burnt offerings: 
t the Loꝛd being loning & moſt mercifull vnto him, did not on- 
ly accept the ſame at his hands, but bad him aſkeof him what- 
ſacuer he would, that it might be giuẽ him. He aſked wiſedome, 
t the Loꝛd his God heard him, granted him his requeſt, t de- 
clared his loue 4 good pleaſure towards him, his actios, pꝛo- 


ctedings, by many notable arguments, the which (as we may 


perſuade with the wife ol Manoah) he would neuer haue done, 
had he not loued him, oz had he bin willing to haue repꝛobates 
him. Thirdly, albeit the Egyptians which bad fozgotcen Io- 
ſeph, and the manifolde benefices they enioped by him in his 
time, had grieuoully afflicted our fathers (as Moſes hath re- 
coꝛdedit) pet, as befoze that time, our Fathers Abraham, 
Iſaack, and Iacob, and their childzen haue found refreſhing 
and comkoꝛt from thence, and therefoze haue been contented to 
ſoiourne there, and to toyne in amitie with them: ſo without a- 
ny abuſe of our Religion, oꝛ danger of our conſciences oz tuſt 
offence to any (being ſtedfaftly purpoſed to reteine the right 
hongur of Iehova our God) we could not ſee, why we ſhould 
denie this amitie, oꝛ to conuerſe with tem that are well plea · 
ſed, not only to help vs at al needs with the things that apper- 
taine to the vſe and comfort of bodyes and life: but alſo to bee 
reclaymed, and willingly conſent to ſerue the Lo2de of Iſracl, 
together with vs, cir * fozeſkins ol their hearth 10 

Oles 


How farre we 


may vin ami- 
tie with ſtran 
gers. 


Gen. 34, 14. 


| Nelioreph, 


King Solomon ” 


Moſes erhozteth.And to ſuch a purpoſe aymed our fathers the 


ſonnes of Iacob, when ſpeaking of the canſe in queſtion be- 
tw cene Sechem and Dina their ſiſter, whom he deſired , they 
anſwered Sechem and Hamor his father ſaping : We cannot 
doe this th ing to give our ſiſter to an vnctreumeiſedman, foz 
that were a rep2oofe vnto vs: but in this will we conſent vn- 
to pou, if ye will be as we are, that euery man childe among 


vou be circumciſed : then will we giue our daughters ts yon, 


t we will fake pour daughters to vs,+ will dwel with you and 
be one people. Neuertheles, to auoyd al octaſiõ of inſt offence, 
which might be taken ol the kings wiues, being bꝛought into 
the honſe ol David, becauſe the place was ſanctifed, and the 
Arke of God was repoſed therein: therefoze the king built a 
houſe fo2 this Nucene remote from Bethlem, x placed her ther- 
tn, where ſhe continued. Neither haue we heard any exception 
made(as pet)to the king fo2 ſuch his matching oꝛ connerſing 


with her. Therekoze J perſwade , that this is not the thing 
which ſo much offends himnol,excepf perchaunce he percet- 


neth tbat the hatha deſire to returne againe into Egypt, and to 
looke backe behinde him, as the vnhappy wife of Lot did, the 
which the Loꝛd foꝛbid: oz that there is mooned twirt them 
ſome ſecret emulatiũ, iel ouſie, oꝛ diſlike, wherof q map not pꝛe· 
ſume to talke, noꝛ might J, were J able toerpzeſſe it, the wꝛin⸗ 
ging of the ſhoo being knowne to him only which weareth it. 

Pe haue very well ſaid my Loꝛd (quod noble Helioreph) 
and the like may bee well reſolued of the kings amitie with 
Hyram the P2ince of Tyrus and Sidon: althongh there bee 
of our nation, that thereat bee much offended , dilliking chat 
the Iſraelites ſhould meddle with, oꝛ haue to doe with any of 
them which are without: ns leſſe then in times paſt, it was an 
abomination to the Egyptians to eat and dꝛinke with the He- 
brewes. And ſurely this affinitie and amitie was not made 
vpon meane occaſions, noz (indeede) without an eſpect- 
all inſtinct ol Gods ſpirite, which had mooued and perlwa · 
ded Hyram (though an heathen Pꝛince) without the motion 
of king Solomon, as of his owne accoꝛd. to defire and ſeeke 
fo2 this league and ſociet ie, the which truely was firſt begun 
bet weene king David and him, from whom David grace- 

wy 
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fully acknowledgedthereceining of many goed things, pea, 

and luch, as were appointed and laid vp to and foz the building 
of the Loꝛds houſe in Ieruſalem. In regard of that amitie 
with his father, being now renewed, and pet continued with 

him hee vouchſafed to honoꝛ him with the name of hi father, 

calling him 4-f4cber Hyram. Wherein, as he verily mani · 

leſted his right thankelull minde, to ſo bountifuil a benefagoꝛ, 

and godly wel · willer: ſo learneth he all childꝛen (as by a true 

Copie) in what honoꝛ, reuerence, ⁊ effimatis they ſhould hold 

thoſe perſons who had beene not onely familiar, but moſt lo⸗ 

ung and beneliciall vnto their Parents in their liues. Like⸗ 
wiſe in king Hyrams combination with Solomon, as there 
is a perfect intimation of the contunction of both the Lewes 
and Gentiles within one Temple, as whereof the myſtycall 
Church ſhould be compleate in the time appopnted- ſo are 
thep which pet be without to peelo obedient heartes to this 
perſwaſion of the diuine ſpirit, as whereby vith all alacritie 
and ready willes they might run alter him, which bath moo- 
neth and dꝛa weth them - accoꝛding to that lonely wozd, and 
dellre of the holy Spowſeſſe, whom the King in dis moſt ex 
cellent ſong bꝛingeth in with this ſaying: O dꝛaw me foozth cant. ;: 
after thee, and then ſhall we run. Next it was reſpected, that 

king Hyra was a man very wiſe, he fearedx ſerued Ichovah 

the God of Iſrael, and was wonderfully qualified in all kinde 

of pzincelp graces: Elſe truly would not king David haue ob- 

ligedhimlelfe in ſuch a mutuall loye with him, who (as him⸗ 

ſelle pꝛoteſted could neuer abide either pꝛophane perſons, oz 
froward hearts: oꝛ anp of them which had aa euill wil at Zi- 

on. either would the king himſelfe (as we well Know) being 

as the Angell of God, perſit in knowledge, of exquiſite wiſe- 

dome, repleate with the ſpirit of God,andchiefly then, when 

both the Lozd louedhim, fauouredhim and biefſed him with 

an admirable peace, and namelp in the time wherein he was 

buſted in the building of the Loꝛds houſe, wherein he euer de- 

pended on the helps andhand ol God to alift him: haue had a- 

ny commerce 02 dealing at all with Zyram, had he not well 

knowen, that as it was Gods will and wozking therein: 

fo Hyram was a perſon that was to be regarded. This, 

| 5 33 3 | | yram 
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King Solomon 


Bec. a8. Hyram was right beautiful and ſet (as it were) in the pled- 
fant Paradiſe, deckt with all manner ol pꝛetious ſtones, with 

KRubies. Tophas, Diamond, Thurkote, Onyr, Jalper, 

- Saphyr, Emeralde, Carbuncle and gold: with-Tpmbzelg 

and Quſicalpipes:he was as an annointed Cheruband holp, 


placed in the ſacred mount ot God, and made perfect in his 
wapes, A king of Maieſtie, and of excellent regard foz his 
admirable vertues, wozthily alluding to his noble name, 


Hyram his heing (as one would ſap)/oving exceedingly the promotion of life 
—_ interpte e heautie of them that appertaiue to him: freedoms or libertie, - 


an high mountaine, a fauhfull watch, bearing or powring forth, 
that is to (ap,of treaſures and good thinges fo; the helpe and 
comfozt of others: he citic or refuge of them that maintaine peace, 
and a diſcovering or vaderſtanding of thinges, divme and profita- 
ble. | 
Fonrthly, as this right noble Pꝛince, had an eſpeciall 
loue to the Loꝛd the God of 1ſrac],andhis moſt holy Reli- 

gion, and therefoze affected wondzous wellboth king Da- 

vid,andour Loꝛd R. Solomon: ſo was hee euer moſt glad, 
willing and ready fo ſend vnto either ol them, whatſcener they 

requeſtedof him, loꝛ and fowardes the building of both the 
Loꝛds houſe, and alſo the kinges houſe, in the greateſt aboun- 

dance: fo2 as his land was plentifull and abounding with all 

thoſe thinges befoze mentioned, that by the eſpecial bleſſing 
ol God, ſo thought he they could not be better employed, then 
on the king, and chiefly to, and foꝛ ſo excellent a monument as 
he had purpoled to erect to the name of Iehovah his God, x 


the ſame God (J ſap) which Hyram alſo fo deuoutely hono- 


red, to the pꝛapſe of his Pateſty, the true ſolace of his ſoule, and 
the good example of others. Furthermoze, Hyram reioycing 


greatly to heare tel of our Soueraigne Loꝛd, now lately aduã⸗ 


ted on the gloꝛious ſeate of his father, hee glozified God with 
this ſaping: Bleſſed be the Lord this day, who hath given Into Da- 
vida wife ſonne to raigne ouer this mightie people! Moꝛeouer hee 
ſent a meſſage to the king, ſaying: / have conſidered all the things 
of the which thou haſt ſent vnto me: and I wil ſurely accompliſh all 
thy deſire therein, &c. Do that both the faith and pietie of king 
Hyram wasplatnely manifeſted in this kinde of congratula- 
g | tion 
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his Solace 


tlen of Solomons graces, eſpectally foz that religicus tn. 
ſtitution, concerning the ſetting foꝛth ofthe holy Religion, aß 


whereby not onely we Jewes might glozte of this, that wee 


haue beene earneſt pꝛoleſſoꝛs of Gods law, and butiders of 
his houſe: But that alſo the Gentiles, whom wee ſometimes 
abhoꝛred, are by the diuine fauour inſtigated and perſwaded to 
contoine with vs in the perkoꝛmance of theſame, the which 
alſo, as wee haue ſeene happilie to commence, hath been con. 
tinued and pet is enioped to the comfozt of vs all. Therefoꝛe 

as fo2 this benefit wee are bound to be thankfull to God and 

gratefullto that good King: ſo haue wee not found, oꝛ may 


perceiue anp iuſt cauſe of offence to ſpꝛing therence, oꝛ that 


the Ring ſhould thereof be greeued and perplexed in mind as 
at this time we obſerue him to bee. There is ſome other mat. 
fer doubtles that cauſeth this ſadneſſe, the which would to 
God wee could both find and remedy with ſpeede: koꝛ long 
delayes bꝛing dangers,eſpecialiy in the cure of a wounded e 
languiſhing head. a 

Then Loꝛd Ahiah opening his mouth ſpake to this effect; 
Pe haue well ſaide of the two loꝛmer, namelp, touching king 
Pharaohs daughter, and the T yrian king, with whome the 
kinges Maieſtie hath vnited himſelfe with the fozmer in ma- 


riage, with the ſecond in mutual amitie . And this allo may bee Abiab ſpeakerh 
ſpoken ol the moſt vertuous Nueene ol Arabia, that vpon the o. 5 : Queens 
repoꝛt ofthe kinges ſeruantes, which were lent at Op hir fog 


gold, pꝛepared herſelfe in greatroialtie, and came hether to this 
end to heare the kinges wiſedome, and to learne the religion 
of Ichovah our God, and thereon ſhe was happilie taught & 
inſtructed, being (no doubt) moued and perlwadedthereunto by 
the diuine power, who as we perceiue is willing that the 
Gentiles ſhouldpartake with vs of thoſe thinges which ap- 
pertaine to the higheſt honour of our God, and eternall hap- 
plneſſe (as pe haue befoꝛe intimated) Now thercfoze, the king 
knowing the purpoſe of God in this point, and vnderſtanding 


by his wiſedome, that her repaire vnto him was foz this 1. Tig 10. 


very end, hee gladly welcomed her with her traine, and 
molt willingly ſatiſfied her mind euery wap :foz he declared 
vuto her al her hard queſtions, touching thoſe diuine things (loꝛ 
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King Solomon 
che hadp2opormded many vntohim)ſo that there was not one 
thing hidde kr the king, which he expounded not vnto her: But 
when the ſaw bis ropall Pateſtie with her eyes, heard his 
woꝛds with her eares, and well conſidered the admirable buil⸗ 
ding ol his houſe, the excellẽt oꝛders ol his noble P2inces 4 ſer- 
uants, and many ſemblable things farre paſſing all others, and 
beyond the repozt ſhe had heard ( which vet was meruetlous) 
ſhe was thꝛoughlie rauiſhed and aſtonied, and thereon bzake 
foꝛth, bleſſing the Lo2d, bleſſing the kings ropall maieſtie, and 
thoſe his ſeruants with many emphaticall weꝛdes and won 
derfullgeſtures ol bodle : declaring her lelle at this time, ra- 
ther a true Icwiſhdenotcd with the zeale of the gloꝛie of our 
God, then a Gentile; as one educated and nurtured not in 
Arabia, but in the Cittie of Ieruſalem, pea, in S on the 
JL 02ds holie hill and ſanctiſied Tabernacle all the dates ol her 

What kind of fe. And here note (J beſcech you) that as our moſt ſacred 
perſons king S oueraigne hath entred league oꝛ afinitie with none of this 

Solomon ac» kind ( I meane the out-landiſh)befoze that they had acknow⸗ 

0 into {edged the Loꝛd, conuerted vnto him, and made faithfuil vones 
e. and pꝛomiſſes to be the Koꝛdes and to feare him, (as ſom- 
times Ruth and Rahab had done) as the law in that caſe did 
require: ſo refuſed he not any, whoſoeuer in this mind and ſin- 
teritie of heart, came oz offered themſelues vnto him with a 
deſire either to learne of him wildome, oꝛ to gratiſie his wiſ- 
dome, gloꝛie, and pꝛoſperitie, accoꝛding to the true ſenle of the 
ſame law: In oꝛ by the which, we haue not found that the 
State of our holie Neligton, hath beene at any time altered, 
o2 the ſame any wap empaired oꝛ neglected: but we haue 
ſcene that by this our ſhining candle many other candles haue 
beene kindled, and our owne nothing blemiſhed oz conſumed 
thereby. All this ( doubtleſſe ) was in our king very pꝛayſe 
eng as that which litteth the high honoꝛ of a Soneraigne 
zince. | | 
* Jnvery truth as pe haue wellſpoken (quod Ahiſhar) 

Abiſhar ſpea- But heare mee (mp Loʒdes) might not this gricfe be occaſio- 

kerb ofithe ned of this: that the king now ſtriken in peares and well 

OTC F xr knowing himſelfe a moztall man, (though a maieſticall 

ning and death BSW his place) doth either by his rare wildome oz -_ 
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late inſpiration perceine that he muſtofneceMitte choꝛtlie giue 
suer, and peeld to him (alas) which is pꝛepared both to arreſt 
him, and to carry bim captiue to his long home, in the which 
being repoſed and laid among the deade, the eye that ſaw him 
befo2c ſhall ſee hum no moꝛe (as iaid Job) neither ſhall his eye Job. 7-7. 8. 
returne ts ſee pleaſure in this life.no2 ſhall he thencefoꝛth fle 

the delights of the ſonnes ol men, he hall noreturne to his A deſeriptioa 
houſe, neither ſhall his place know him any moze. Againſt of old age. 
the which time therefoze, we perceaue in man (as the king 

bimlelie hath ſaid) that the Sun is darke, the light, the Man 

the ſtars: and the cloudes returne after the raine :the kepers 

of his houſe tremble, the ſtrong men bowtheſelnes, the grin- Ecclel. 12. 
ders ceaſe, becauſe they be few, and they which looke out 

by the windowes waxe darke, the gates without be ſhut, by ð 

baſe ſound of the grinding, and he riſeth vp at the birbes voyce, 

and all the daughters of Puſicke are abaſed. Aliahe dꝛeadeth 

the high things and leareth in the way, the Almond tree flo- 

riſheth and the Graſhoppers are a burthen, aud concupiſcence 

is extinguiched: foꝛ he goeth to the houſe of his age, the recep- 

tacle of all fleſh and the mourners go about in the ſtreat. The 

ſilver lace is not lengthned, the golden pewer is bꝛoken, 

the pitcher is cracked at the well, the wheele is toꝛne at the 

ciſterne, and dulf returneth to the carth as it was. The con- 

ſideration of this dolefull alteration in man, (which pet is not 

effected but by a ſtrong and fo2cible meane ) cannot but ter · 

rifie eueryman lining. And lure it is, that when a man hall A deſcriptios 

ſee griſely death inuading and aſſaulting him, he ſhall be fozth- ol death, 

with agontzed, quite quailed in conteit and vered in his ſoule, 

pea, albeit he be not as pet compelled ta pceld vp his ſpirit : fo; 

as death is in nature a fpraunt, t ſo cruell to all things which 

haue liſe, ſo appꝛoacheth he as a mighty giant oꝛ man ok arms 

with his bent bow nd pearcing dart, loking moſt Eernelie, 

dealing molt rigorouſly, tearing and renting his p2ap right 

Lion - like without reſcue, Yozeouer as this ts the ſame, which 

all liuing and ſenſible creatures both feare and abhorre ;ſo The anguiſh 

a man once touched with bis deadlie dart knowing that now Jh % hom 

by the foꝛce thereofhe is compelled to fo:ſake and leaue his fa- nen. 

ther and his mother, his wiſe and his childzen, his friends 

R 4 and 
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and bis acquaintance, his wealtb 4 his ſubſtance, with all the 
glory, pieaſures and delights, of this woz2lb:he is grieued, he lo- 
roweth, he weepeth and lamenteth, perplexed aſwell in minde, 
as in body with this moſt wofull complaint. Time was, that I 
was much pleaſed und delighted im all theſe thirget, enioping and v- 
ſing them with great gladnes & io :but now (alas) Iſee him appro- 
ching, & indading me, which constraineth me to fue, & torelinquiſh 
all thoſe my delightes with weeping eyes &. ſorrowe of heert\ But 


vet, ſuch as ſtand in the toppe of this wozldeshappines (as the 


King beyond all others hath ſtoode and pꝛolpered theſe many 
pecres with heartes deſier and ſoules ſolace) they moſt ol all 
tremble and be aboue meaſure troubled, euen then when they 
ſhall but heare ol deaths comming, much moze when they feele 
the dint of his dart:of the which J haue heard the king bimſelke 
in his wiſe Parables to ſpeake, the which ſaying, fo2 the gra- 
uity thereof is coppied out and tranſlated by the learned into 
many languages. O death!hew bitter us the remembrace of theeto 
that man, who ſecketh reſt and conſolation in his ſubſtanceana rich- 
er: ¶ nto that manwhich hath nothing to vexe or trouble him: but 
that hath proſperitis in all thinges: And this grieſe is much aug- 
mented and aggrauedin this; that though a man bee neuer lo 
rich, honourable and pleaſured in this like pet ſhall he not carry 


abap any of thoſe riches, honours oꝛ pleaſures with him at 


his death: but as he came into the woꝛld naked from the womb 
of his Mother: ſo goeth hee thether againe out of this 
wozide all naked. Poꝛeouer, in the graue wherefo he 
tendeth, hee ſhall enioy neither ſenſe, feeling, vnderſtan 
ding no2 facultie of wo2king (as the King himſelfe hath. 


laide) no, noz pet that poſſibilitie to pzaiſe God, noz to giue 


him thankes in the Hell ( as David alſo modulated) the ſame 
beeing a place both of dar keneſſe and ſilence, wherein man 
being defrauded of his hope and expecation the moſt gloꝛious 
King is made equall with the pooꝛeſt beggar, the ſtrongeſt 
Captaine with the baſeſt captiue: the wiſe with the foole, the 
rich with the pooze, the happy with the w2etched, the beauct- 
full with the deloꝛmed, and the liuing with the deade: Foꝛ 
there is the ſame condition vnto them all, without difference. 

| / Therekoze 


Therefoze bath be king pꝛelerred a liuing dogge in hope, be. 
foze a dead lyon, in diſpaire. Then anſwered Abiather, In- 
derde. that thing which ſeparateth the ſoule rom the body, ſo al · 
tereth mans nature and reduceth euerp man, of what degree 
ſoeuer hee bee, into one and the ſame condition, yea, into the 


ſame confuſed Chaos oꝛ lumpe from whence hee was taken 


and fo2med, is woꝛthily dꝛeaded ol allmen. But death is the 
ſame indede .Zheretozemap J wel compare him to that fear- 


full Hiena, which being an enemy to mankind hath a vipers Peach is like 
necke, an Elephants back, a mans voite, the quantitie and the beaſt thee - 
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qualitye ofa Wolfe, the haire of an hoꝛſe and in ſexe changea- 


ble as ſomtimes male, ſometimes female. Foꝛ Death which is 
an extream aduerſarp to mans life and ſeeketh how to deſtroy 
him, ſtaieth not his expected time and tide, no2 waiteth mans 
leaſure, whether he be pꝛepared oꝛ not pꝛepared, but haſteneth 
and pꝛeuenteth it, as doth the viper the naturall time of birth, 
comming fo2th by piercing the wombe of his mother, the cauſe 
ol her pzeſet death. 2. the Elephant is a beaſt fit foꝛ the wars, 
and Death as a man of warre is oppoſed to al things that hafh 
life in this woꝛld and auertommeth them. 2. Death is a decei- 


uer ofmoztall men: foꝛ albeit it is certaine, that all men ſhal dye 


yet is his hower vncertaine, taking them away when they 
thinke not ol him, and per they be ready, as the Hiena decet- 
ueth by faining a mans voice. 4. Death is a conſumer of the 
lives ok all things that liue, as the Molle is a deuourer of 
the ſheepe, without ſacietie. 5, Death is neither reſtrained noꝛ 
hindered in his courſe,as the wild hoꝛſe being ſtiffe necked wil 
not be bowed. 6. Death killeth now men, then women ſparing 
no ſexe, no age, no degree of perſons, as the Hiena which al⸗ 
tereth kind, Therefoꝛe is death woꝛthily dꝛeaded of all men. 
Mobbeit, we cannot vet learne oz perceiue that the king hath 
either ſuch warning: oz if he had, would hee be much aſtoniſhed 
02 wolull. F 02 being a man of an excellent ſpirit he feareth not 


Death, whoſe day (as J haue heard him to ſay) is better in re- | 


ſpect, then the birth day ok a man, and that the dead are moꝛe 


happy then the liuing; and therefoꝛe hath thus connſailed the 


liuing. Be not feareful of death. Nemẽber them haue gone be⸗ 


foze thee, « them bᷣ come after thee, This is the iudgement — 
| the 
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the L 02d vpon al fleſh: why wouldft thou be againſt theplea: 
fare of the moſt high⸗ whether it be tenne,an hundꝛed, oꝛ a 

thouſand peeres, death neuer asketh howlong a man hath li- 

ned? Againe he hat5ſaid that death though a tyꝛant in nature) 

is pet acceptable and welcome to ſome ſoꝛts ol lining creatures 

and namelp to the man whoſe ſtrengthfaileth him, to him that 

is come to his laſt age, and to him that is ful ef care and feare- 

fulnes, and in miſerie in this life. Which ſentences foꝛ th ex⸗ 

cellencie thereof, are alſo copied out, and notified vnto many o⸗ 

ther nations, which gladly accept and embꝛace them. Dozeo- 

auer the King hath laid, that ho wſoener a man be dead and laid 

ſcnſeles in the graue among the dead, and duſt be returned into 

duſt: that pet hs Soule, (Which is the bell part of man) returneth 

vnto od that gave it, that is not to die with the boty, but to 

liue and continue fo2 euer with him whoſe Image it beareth, 

that freip eronerated off and from all the miſerable toꝛments 

and verations which aſſaile men in this tranſitoꝛy life. By 

the which (as among ſome other his woꝛds) we find: as a wile 

man ſhould not be daunted with the terroꝛ ol death, but rather 

expect and embꝛace him:ſo himſelfe is nothing moued there⸗ 

gente not With. being ol all men the wiſell. His reaſons thereofare ma- 
death. ny from the which wee take and gather theſe which follow. 
1 Firſt that Death is better then life: oz the dap of the death 
happter then the birth dap . Me map ſimply beleeue him ther⸗ 

Mors ita. qua- in. Aoꝛ death is the renewing of a mans nature, J meane to 
lis vita. him that leadeth a godly kfe:fo2 if the life of a man be good, his 
death cannot be euil. And as men do alwates deſire that which 

is good:ſo neither do they feare that which therein they dcſire, 
Secondlp this is that which belongeth to the cõdition of mans 

nature:foz he is boꝛne into the woꝛlde, not to ſtay here, but to 

dye and to depart againe, therefoꝛe, as no man can dye which 

bath not firſt liued, ſo neither ſhall any liue which ſhall not al 

| 3 ſo dye in this woꝛld. Thirdly this is the decree of the almigh⸗ 
Gen.; ty ppon all flech once ro aye, to whole will and plealure therein al 
men mull peeld t obey, as good ſubiects to their pzince in his 

place and authoꝛity. And therefoꝛe we ſhould neither murmur 
at, noʒ feare that, which he hath oꝛdained knowing withall, 
that he decreeth nothing but that which is good and pꝛofita⸗ 
= table 


e 
. 


table fo; his cbildzen, Fourthly, this is not onely Gods detrer 
but alſo his good pleaſure by this to glozifie himſelſe, and to 
benefite his childzen. To whome euen death which came in 
thꝛough ſinne, might notwithſtanding bee a meane to deliuer 
men from the ſame, when his iuſtice therin ſhalbe ioyned with 
merty and louing kindnes. Filthly, by this meſſenger men are 
ridde and diſcharged of many troubles, vexations, ſozrowes, 3 
miſeries, which oppꝛes and grieue them in this, pea, + though 
faith in the Meſſias, from all ſinne and dangers of Soule, that 
follow after, and awaite them in this woꝛlde, Sirthly, a man 
map be comfozted by th examples of them that haue paſſedbe- 
loʒe him and the conſideration of ſuch as follow him. This 
bath ſeiſed on kather, mother, bꝛother, ſiſter, and friend. This 
hath fallen on Adam, on Abel, on Noah, on Abraham, on 
Moles, Ioſuah, Samuel and David, and it ſhall net paſſe ouer 
them that come after the.Seuenthlp, this peeldeth a man reſt 
from his labours: pea, it peeldeth the due both to heauen 
and earth: fo2 herebp the ſoule returneth to God, that gaue 
it, and the body to the duſt from whence it was taken, This the 
king conſidereth and leareth not death: but as a man that hath 
trauailed and now welneare finiſtzed a long and perilous voy- 
age is rather glad and toyfull, then ſoꝛy oꝛ wofull, when hee 
ſeeth himſelſe ſo neare the end thereol, and would be vnwilling 
to begin his voyage againe, eſpectally being weary: ſoß king 
being thus farre pꝛ oceeded, paſſing thꝛough the dangerous 
ſurges ol the vanities of this like, he is rather ioyfull glad, and 
ready to reſigne ouer his ſoule to his maker, his body to the 
earth, and his ropall dignitie to an other, then any way wolull 
oz kearefull oł death, the end ol this voyage. Neither is he tg- 
noꝛant ot this (foꝛ he hath the higheſt knowledge of all men 
lining) that ſo long onely a man ſhoulde deſire to line in this 
woꝛlde, as he map bee well able, to gloʒiſie God, and to per- 
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koꝛme his duty in the ſame ( which ſhalbe ſo long, as the time How long a 
of his miniſtr y in this like is by the diuine pꝛouidẽce appointed 22 ſhould 


toendure,xno lõger) and that when the time of this his ſeruice 
is determined, he ſhould then deſire rather to depart hece the to 
liueanp longer, aſſuring himſelle 5 hee ſhall neither ww noz 
periozme, 


defire to lius 
here. 


King Solomon 


| perfozme any thing out of the due time (loꝛ every thing ande- 
nery wozke hath his oppoztunity and time, as the King hath 
ſaid) This time therefoze obſerued Noah, Abraham, Iſaack 
Iacob, Ioſeph, Moſes, Ioſuah, Samuel, David and other our 
godly fozefathers intheirlines. And this time (J am afſured)the 
King ſhall accompliſh, and therein ſhall doe and perkoꝛme that 
onely, which the Lo2d hath appointed him in his place, loꝛ his 
gloꝛp and the benefit of his people. Thus larre the Pꝛinces 
were contented to heare one another ol them, and withall to 
inſfifie that which had beene ſatde foz the King. Yowbeit, . 
howſoeuer ſome ol them diſſembled the matter, there was not 
pet any one ofthe that either declared oz reuealed the cauſe of 
the Kinges affliction . Neither(indeede)was hee which knew 
the matter, willing to open it, becauſe it touched the Kings 
Maieſtie. Wherebpit was like to bee as daungerous to 
his perſon and ſkate, as the maladp is to that pati - 
ent the cauſe of whoſe griefe is neither res | 
uealednoꝛ wel known to the phiſician, 
This the loꝛds colidered:therfoze they 
yet deſiſtednot to ſearch + enquire 
further vntil they konnd out the 
cauſes ofthe kings pꝛe- 
ſentſicknelle, 
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Cuar. XV. 


Zad ole hath found the cauſes of the kinges troubled minde- 
and declareth them of Solomons glory. 


dale the moſt reuerend Father, ha- 


uing now a good whiles hearkened to 
dhe conference of the Lo2des:andpercet- 


q — 
— 


: uns, tbattber tuould neither bee quieted 
6 LEONE in beart,appeazedin conſcience, no2ſur- 
“cWceeale ta ſearch and examine matter by 
„matter, ꝛ cauſe by cauſe, vntil they might 
8 at length find out (ik it were poſſible) the 
very cauſes of the kinges ſozrowe: And ſeeing withall, that e 
very one ol them had in their turnes ſpoken, and now againe 
expected his graue ſentente:hee ſtood vp, and after a long pauze 
he ſpake vnto them in theſe wozdes, My Loꝛdes all, J haue 
heard pon one by one, and conſidered well ol all pour ſapings: 
howbeit, J haue not yet heard that any man hath founde out, 
much leſſe declared the cauſes of the kings affliction, Foz J am 
wellaſſared, that there be diners other reaſons and occaſions 
which might iuſtly mone him (as beingamoztallman,though Subiets may 
fo wiſea man) t o be ſozyinhis heart. But J know well (as it "** _ 4p 
hath been laid) that it becommeth not ſublects but indutifull cbeir pancen. 
modeſty toſifte oꝛ examine, much leſle to cenſure the actions 
x dealings of their pꝛinces, the which is alſo a matter no leſſe : 
dangerous, then pzeſumpttons. Nenertheles,in regard of pour 
pꝛeſent oppoztunitte,ſo willing and earneſt to vꝛge on mine an⸗ 
were to ſatiſſie your deſires, but chiefly, that thereby the ſoo⸗ 
ner (as we be here aſſein bled in councell) we may conſider,con- 
fult thereof, determine and endeuour not onely to eaſe the kings 
grace ol his trouble (if it may be) but toſatiſfy all others. c woꝛk 
to pꝛeſerue the tommon · wealth. which thzough the kings dil⸗ 
pleaſure may vnhappily be annoped and bꝛought — 
erloze 
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There be 7. Thereloꝛe J will no longer holde pou in ſuſpence, but reueile 


cauſesof Solo · the whole matter to your content. haue found ſeauen cauſes 


moans trouble, of the kings troubled mind. | 
1 The firſt whereof riſeth of the deepe conſideration of his owne Supre- 
macie,andthe preſent high glory of the kintgaome of 1ſrael. 
S The ſecond ſpringeth of Hyram the king of Tyrus vpon the view &. 
diſlike of thoſe cities which the king hath granted him. 
3 The third groweth of certaine letters intelligence which the Ara- 
bian © ucene ſent hi m, after that ſhe departed from the court. 
4 The fourth u from his Mother & the prophet Nathan, which are 
now both departed this life. | 
s' The fifth is of Rhehoboa the kings ſonne & heire apparaur, not ſo 
well pleaſing his fathers heart. 
6 The ſixth commeth fromthe kings adverſaries as namely Hadad, 
Rheſõ and leroboà, which hause lit vp their hands againſt lim 
7 The ſeventh and the greateſt of all,ts the ſenſe of Gods high diſplea- 
fare and fearful indgements conceived & bent againſt him, and 
; the people for ſore ware, innert and tranſgreſſtons. 

The princes. At this woꝛde, the Pzinces and Lozdes were fully affoniſhed 
all abaſhed, and not able to ſpeake fo2 anguiſh ol mind, ſtoode 
lookingone on another. Notwilhſtanding, alter a whiles they 
deſired reuerend Zadok to explane that, which he had (as pet) 
but bztefly and obſcurelp touched ⸗ and firſt how it could be, that 
the kings ſozrow might riſe from p conſideration of his moſt 
excellent Supꝛemacie and the high gloꝛy of the kingdome of 
Iſracl, wherof both the king and they all with his people had ſo 
good an occaſion fo be glad and to reloice with p2aiſes to the 

Zadoxcs Loꝛd God? To this replied Zadoke. Althoughthat men 
. foz the moſt part neither foꝛeſee, noꝛ foꝛechew their owne dan 
Ihle gers imminent, like as the Sun, the Boone, the ſtarres, the 
dome was à ſeas, the trees, the hearbes, the beaſtes, the birdes, the woꝛmes 
pronaſtication the Siſhes, the elementes naturally pꝛetend and fozefhew the 
” 8 _ de times, the tides,the tempeſts, the alteratio of terrene bodies: 
on. pet who doubteth of this, that the king being wiſe and pꝛudent 
fozeknoweth things pet to come, not onely as ſuch as haue a 

ꝛsopheticall ſpirit, but as thoſe which are able and accuſtomed 

to gather the elleas and euents by the cauſes and accaſions in 
85 . | naturall 
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his Solace. | 64 
naturall things which is not the meaneſt kind of Philoſophy 
but a ſcience right excellent. no lefſe pꝛoſitable fo2 many pur 
poſes in mans life, and that which appertaineth to a reaſona · 
ble creature. By this he ſeeth that thoſe thinges which floꝛiſh 
moſt beautifully, often wither moſt ſpeedily, when pet others 
endure. This is firſt found in the life and conſtitution of mans 
body, wbereinthat which is moſt floꝛiſhing and gloꝛious, is 
ſooneſt and that lighely altered and turned al about, as health 
into ſickenes, ſkrength into weakenes, beautie into defo2mitie, 
poſperity into miſerp, life into death. And hereol the cunning 
pbiſiciã s p onoſticate the future ſickenes and danger ol that per 
ſon, whom they ſee to ſtand in the higheſt grade of pꝛoſperit y 
and health: as when the Sea is at the very higheſt, then it be- 
ginneth ſodainly to fall againe by the Ebbe: when the Boone 
is at the fulleſt by and by ſhe waneth. Therefoze the wile ſhip⸗ 
maiſter, knowing how ſtoꝛmes and tempeſts ſucceede calmes 
and tranquillities, hee fearing thereof pꝛepareth himſelle to 
eſchew the danger. Now the king knowing all this, and ſeeing 
himſelfe placed in the higheſt grade ol his honour, and that the 
kingdome of Iſrael is no leſſe aduanced to the higheſt grade ol 
woꝛldlyfelicitio, therein farre pzeferred befoze all the kings and 
kingdomes ofthe earth:he alſo knoweth, that now ol necellity 
mult enſe w and follow an alteration, pea, a declination of that 
reſplendent gloꝛv:and that the ſooner by the meanes ol mans 
inconſkancy, wherein he is like a bird in a Cage which will 
not bee quiet, though by his exceſſiue flittering and ſtriuing he 
kill himſelſe. | 


-NOftdis inconnenience feared Job, in his pꝛoſperitie (as hee 706, :;. 


teftifieth} therefoze, ſeeing his childzen wonderfull merry, 
and in their mirth giuen to al kind ofrpot & pleaſures fo delight 
thẽſelues he vſed to pzay foz them euerp day:howbeitz their ful. 
nes was ſadenly emptied e himſelle, though ſo good a man, caſt 
into great aduerſitie. Mozeouer as it is the nature of wozlbly 
thinges to be ſubiect to alterations:ſo man can neither contepns 
himlelle in anp codition,be it neuer fs excellẽt without ſome de- 
fire of change, vea, in how better place and eſtate heis ſet, 
kurnichen with all chinges, ſo much the ſooner 2 
4 
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abuſe the honour & grace of the lame to his owndeſtruction, ve 


rifping that ſaping of the kings father. i 


pl. 1220 (Jan being in houour plac d, declares hit want of wit, 


+ And in that honour cannot May, as one for it vnfit. 
Wherefore wnto the beaſts that in their death decay, 
Compared he in: for in this life this it his common way. 5 
Thertoꝛe the king feareth greatly that thele pleaſat things ſhal 
not continue and abide long in this ſoꝛt, and that ſhoꝛtly after 
theſe pleaſures wil enſe w paines, alter peace trouble, alter ioies 
ſozrowes,,and alter pꝛoſperity infelicitp, at the leaſt, then whẽ 
In che time of it ſhal pleaſe the high God to take him a way from raigning o- 
proſperity ver vs. This ſhold teach all men,lining in this waꝛld not to 
Finke on tke truſt in the great glozy of this time, noꝛ in the wealth, noꝛ mp 
dayes of ad ſtrongeſt power of man noꝛ in wiſdome, noꝛ in anything vnder 
verve in this the Sunne: ſoz all theſe thinges (being tranſitoꝛy) haue aſwell 
? their falling, as their riſing, as well their ending as their 
beginning, as well their diſcommoditie as their commo- 
dity incident. Now that the king, and alſo the kingdome haue 
that ſupꝛemitie of glorp and peace, it is moſt apparant, not one- 
ly by the firme teſtimony ol Gods woꝛds ſpoken vnto the king 
pʒomiſing him ſuch a thing, but by our own certaine know- 
ledge and experience thereof,and all men that haue vnderſtan. 
ding cannot but beholde 4 conleſſe the ſame with vs. Foz who 
is like to K. Solomon in wiſedome, wealth, fame and gloꝛp,. ol 
all the kings on the face of the earth; and what kingdome is cõ· 
parable toy kingdom of Iſrael in beauty,. peace and p2oſperity? 
- Fo2 albeit the king hath been ſometimes reſiſted and ſhonlde- 
red by Adoniah, Ioab Abiather, and ſome others:pet hath 
he pꝛeuailed thus farre fozth,pzoſpered and triumphed ouer his 
enemies valiantly:and although the kingdome of Iſrael hath 
beene many times battered thꝛeatned x troubled by diners ene⸗ 
mien on euerp ſide lithence the coming ol our fathers out of Z- 
gypt, as the Sunne # Moone with Ecliples, clouds, 4 darke 
miſts pet hath the ſame ſtill inereaſed, growne and pꝛolpered 
moꝛe and moꝛe. as the Sunne from his riſing vnto the high 
noone, and as the oone from her Coniunction to her petfec 
fulneſſe, vntillthis very dap: wherein the ſame is ſo high · 


, lyaduanced that the exaltation thereofcan no further pꝛa- 
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pꝛdteed: but bentceloꝛth begin co decline,dzoope,refarneandde- 
cap, after the ſtate and courſe of worldlie thinges : wherein 
welee how one generation paſſeth awap, another ſuccedeth; The world i, 
one falleth, another riſeth.: one dieth, another is bozne ; one l Kea (ca of 
thing coꝛrupteth, another thing is engendzed, Neither can po | 
thinges be eſtabliſhed otherwiſe in this waneringwould, hob 
gloꝛious ſoeuer it be to the eye 83 delight of man:  therefoze 
the world is not vnaptlie likened to a ſea ofglaſſe And ſurely 
this is an exceeding greate ſoꝛrow to a wiſe and gloꝛiaus king 
when he ſcketh and perceineth, that all his glozie will end in 
ignomie, his pleaſures will be finiſhed in paynes, his wealth 
will waſt and waſh awap, his peace will be quenched with 
warres, and his pꝛoſperitie will dꝛaw after it aduerſitie: all 
this the very heauens poꝛtend, the earth pꝛonoſticateth, the e- 
lemẽts expꝛeſſe, the creatures foꝛſhew, and the king humſelle 
(thꝛough his wiſdome) doth fozeſee, and therefoze he is full 
ſad e heauy in his heart. Alas (quod the Princeꝶ) is it ſo indeed? 
els there not any thing to be foũd ont, oz pꝛepared this hard lot 
to withffad? It is true and too true (ſaide Zadok) But how to 22dock. 
withſtand it, J know not, ſauing that wel J wot al things are 
poſſible to the Loꝛd God of heauen, and earth, to whoſe high The bet way 
Maieſtp, deuout and faithful pꝛayers and ſupplications muſt *2 withſtand 
be made, pow2ed foꝛth and offered vp by vs and them which 3 
ſhall be included within thole dolefull times: that it would 1 G04 ang ©? 
vouchſafe his goodnes foꝛ his names ſake to grant vs true pa- craue help at 
tience and conſtant abilitie to ſtand beloꝛe him ſatiſſied with his hands. 
his grace, ſuffictent foz them which depend on him, e to ſhꝛoud 
dur ſelues vnder the wings ofhis mercie compaſſing all his 
wozks,howſoener things be carried and ſerm confuſed in this 
woꝛld, neither ſhal ſo much as one haire of y head miſcarry of pla . 25.25. 
the which belog to Ie ho vah our God, To this purpoſe ſpake 
the kings father in his godlie meditations, ſaytng:7 have becne 
jung and now amm old: yet did never ſee the righteous forſaken. 
Thereloꝛe he reſolued, as well foz the ſolace of his owne ſoule, 
as fo2 the comfozt cf them in poſteritie: that it is god fo2 a 
man to hold him faſt by God, to put his truſt in the Loꝛd God 
and to ſpeake of all his wozkes in the gates ol the daughter of 
Zion: how further to withſtand thoſe fatall decrees why 
ſhould we ſearch? will the moſt high alter his purpoſe ? are = 
L | A 
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all bis wozkes ſudgement ? and doth he not wozke andeffec 
whatſoener is in his thought ? and that euermoꝛe fo2 the com- 
fozt and p2ofit of his ſaintes that by faith truſt in him, peas aſ- 
ſurevlte, whereof we may not doubt. To this replied the 
Pꝛinces: Neither will we pꝛeſume to inueſtigate thoſe 
hidden thinges which the Lozd hath ſealed vp with ſeauen 
ſcales, noꝛ attempt to walke in bis ſecret wapes, which no 
moꝛtall man is able to find ont, noz ſtudie we ts withſtand the 
purpoſe and pꝛouidence ofthe Almightie, which is euer ſtron⸗ 
geſt and ſhall with the truth pꝛeuaile: But rather we will 
aſſap ts confoꝛme our will vnto his will, and our lines to his 
pleaſure, being well content with that which is reuealed as 
that which is onely appertinent to vs and our chiidzen foz euer. 
Nowlet it be pour pleaſure ( moſt reyerend father in God) to 
explane that ſecond cauſe of the kings diſpleaſure, which riſeth 
(as pee (aide ) from Hyram the king of Tyrus the kings bꝛo- 
ther in amitie andeſpeciall wel-wiiler, with the reſt as then 
follow in oꝛder, foz our E Fg | 
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Of the | econd.& third cauſes of king Solomons griev 
ed minde. * W Hyram , and ef tbe Arabian Queene. 


Men Zadok the moſt Renerend fa- 
» ther in God being willing to ſatiſfie 
the Lo2des, pzocededin the declaratiũ 
ok thole other cauſes of the Kings ſad⸗ 
" nefſe- and now N the ſecõd 
It is true 
* 5 that albeit Hyram be an eſpeciall god 
| friend to our Loꝛd king Solomon, as 
bet was to his father David, yet pe know well (mp Lozdes) 
that the king aſwell togratific him loꝛ his appꝛoued godwill, 
as forecompence his rich bounty in that he luryilhed the — 
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with Timber, and many othernecefſaries foz the building of 
the Temple and his ropall howſes, and ſuch like, he had giuen 
him ſome twentie Cities in the land of G alilce, the which he 
thought the King of Tyrus would gladly haue accepted at his 
hand, the rather in regard of his lonely affection and friendlie 


godwill. But now king Hyram latelp comming out of Tyre 7. king. g, rt, 
to ſer thoſe twent ie Cities, declareth himſelle ſcarcelp well 12.13. N 


pleaſed with king Solomon concerning them, ſaping vnto 

him : What kind of Cities are theſe which thou haſt beſtow - 

ed on me, my bzother « Poreouer he called them the land 

Cabul, which is barraine, oz as old and wozne out: how- 

beit we perteiue not, but that he might be well enough pleaſed 

with thoſe Citties, fozaſmuch as the king hath not onely in 
lone, ioyned amitie with him as his brother; when he could 

haue made him a Subiect vnto his poper by conqueſt: but 
alſo hath admitted him into his Territozie s, ſo farre as hee 
thought it was lawfull fo2 him to doe, foꝛ the land of Iſrael 
being deuidev and appointed by lot to them after their 
Tribes, might not be alienated noꝛ giuen awap to ſlrangers. 
Mozeouer the king of his gratefull mind and pꝛincelie libcra- 
litie hath allo beſtowed on the King of Tyrus (beſides thoſe 
Citties fo? the better pꝛouilion and maintcinance of his heuſe 
the annuall fre gift of twentie thouſand quarters of wheate, , 
and twentie Buts ol pure ople. Foꝛ as the thꝛæ noble Gra- 
ces were neuer better entertained in any place, then in king 
Solomons Court, eſpeciallie by himſelſe who had made him; 
ſelle a right wozthie mirro2 of kindneſſe vnto all men: ſo 
was he neuer to ſeeke how to requite bencfites, and to declare 
bimſelfe gratefull to all them which euer did him pleaſure: 
How bountilull hath he bene that way to the famous quene 
of Arabia, whocame fromfarre vnto him to heare his wil; 
dome with her guiftes? and to let paſſe particulars how arate- 
fully hath he recompenled al as wel ſtrangers as others that at 
anp time repapred to him with any their pꝛeſentes. Neither 
indede would he, that any perſon ſhonld ſo much as con⸗ 
ceit in him the leaſt touch of vnkindneſſe. Therefoze it cannot 
be but a merueilous griele to his noble heart, that the king ol 
Tyrus, euen that prudent Tonk religious Pꝛince to 2 
oze 
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King Solomon 
foze many others he would exp2eſſe loue and good affection; 
and from whom he expected the like, ſhould any way diſlike 
his gratelull reward, and ſuſpect him ol vnkindneſſe towardes 
him. And lurely (ſad Pꝛince Az arias) J pꝛoteſt, that in my 
indgement there cannot be a greater greife to a gentle heart 
then this, as wherevf J haue heard the king to ſay not long 


ſithence that ſuch manner ol dealing beſotteh a wiſe man, and 


diſcouragetha liberall heart. Wozthelte therefoze map the 
king be ſadde and ſozrie, as one that had offended in the high- 
eff degree, as ingratitude is aptlie placed in the higheff grade 
of vices, Neuertheleſſe J doubt not, but he kno weth belt 
how to dilgeſt this bitter coꝛaſiue by his moſt excellent wiſ- 
dom, which to him ſhould be (as it is) a frog rock of defence a⸗ 
gainſt ſuch perturbations and affections of mans nature, and 
ſomuch the ſooner, becauſe the offence is not iuſtlie giuen by 
P king, howſoeuer the oflence is now vniuſtly fake by Hy ram: 
and pet this map not be long ol Hyram, oz any diſcontented 
humoꝛ in him, but of ſome others which are about him, oꝛ too 
ner vnto him, being vnto him as lotime ſmoothing Ziba was 
to good king David, who by their ſiniſtre adulation, aſſen⸗ 
tation, and wicked whiſperinges in the kinges eares, may ſon 
ouerthzow and peruert the good nature of moſt noble per 
ſonages : of which kind of perſons therefoze it isneedfull that 
Pꝛinces take heed, and once knowing them, not onelp to ob- 
ſerue, but alſo to expel them in time, as ſemblant to that L itta 
in a Dogs tongue, which being not timelie taz en out makes 
him ſkarke madde. Foꝛ king Hyram himſelfe (we map 
perſuade) fearing God, and louing our king, would neuer 
haue caught that occaſion of diſlike, but gladlie haue accepted 
whatſoeuer the king had beſtowed on him, though neuer ſo 
ſmall, eſteeming moze the good mind of the giuer then the va- 
lue of the gilt. But howſoeuer it be, now needtull it is, that we 
conſult,pzonide « aſſap how to alſwage thoſe mightie dilplea- 
ſures, that ſo they, which as bꝛethꝛen in lone and amitie, ſhould 
not in equitie contend and ſtriue together, might be reconciled 
and continued mutuall friends, aſwell foꝛ the common god as 
their owne content in the diuine feare, e not in any ſoꝛt pꝛo- 
noked to wars faz it mult ofneceſſity follow 9 many great loſ- 
| les 
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ſes troubles bloudſheds q huge incdõuenttces wfloncrtake thoſe 

realms and pꝛouinces which haue of long time had trafficke x 

ſocietie, and continued league togetber, ik after wardes through 

the grudge and diſpleaſure ol their pꝛinces they ſhould mutual 

ly ſtand in armes, ſtriue, and thꝛough enuy wꝛath and difſen- 

tions, ſeæke and woꝛke one the others deſtruction. Neither 

howſocu:r they map afterwardes agree and be reconciled, ſhal 

the manifold loſſes and greenances of their pooꝛe ſubieas ta- 

ken and ſuſtained in that interim oꝛ whiles, be ſafficientlyre- 

coueredoꝛ ſalued. There be ſome, which cannot content them- Foun heads 

ſelues with the pzeſent peace and pꝛoſperitie of our nation:but yi a 

ſeeke occaſtous of trouble, as by this time weary ol all peace, 

grone foꝛ bloudy bzotleg, and thinke (becauſe they be not pet 

acquainted with military affaires) that warre is a pleaſant 

thing, pea, and ſo p2oficable, that (by reaſon of th oꝛdinary 

ſpoiles the pooʒe ſhal therby be inriched, the wꝛetched be made 

happy, t hat thoſe aduancements are both lawfull and glozions 

euen with and among them that be bzethzen: and thereto are 

they ready to enueagle the heads oftheir pꝛinces, and to vꝛge 

them to reuenge euery ſmall iniurp: as if it ſtoode not with the 

honoꝛ and magnanimitie ofa Pꝛince, to paſſe ouer and to foꝛ · 

beare the leaſt tninry offered him by an other Pꝛinte, though 

his lriend and compeere, vnrequited. But it is our part to per- 

ſwade the contrarie:that all ſuch ſhold eſteeme of peace which 

map by any meanes efchew warres, knowing well that Da- 

vid, the kings lather (though he were a man of warre) did 

rather defire peace euen among them that had made them- 

ſelues ready foꝛ warres. It alſo becommeth vs to counſaile and 

perſwade, thatrather light and ſmal injuries ſhoul d be winked 

at, and paſſedouer euen among Pꝛinces, then that they ſhould 

vnhappily by reuenging of them, open wide gappes to farre 

greater inconueniences:and in this taſe, he that knoweth not 

howto diſſemble, neither knowetb he how to raigne oz liue in 

the woꝛld. Co this the king himſelfe would perſwade when gccle v. 

he ſaid: Be thou not over wiſe, nor be thou over inſt, Againe Ciue The king is 

thou not hecde to every ſecret tatke of thy ſervant, left peraduens _ conferver 

ture thou beare him to ſpeaks evil of thee, And indeede, it rightly D 

betommeth the ropallgouernment to ſcke to conſerne peace tmuſt aduiſo 
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King Solomon . 
which ertolletb the vertues andp ʒaiſe ol him thafruleth there. 
in and it no leſſebecommeth vs which be Counlaploꝛs, to re- 
card the lame, and tintely to pꝛeuent thoſe miſchiefes, which 
by too long delayes and want ol due conſideratio,do often hurt 
the body together with the head, and confound them both in 
the end. Ve haue thereloꝛe well done (moſt noble Zadoke)to 
put vs in mind ol this thing. Thus haue wee heard ol two 
cauſes of the kings troubled minde declared and committed to 
due conſideration. Pow let vs like wiſe vnderſtand the third 
cauſe, which riſeth (as pe ſaid beloꝛe) of the Queene of Arabia. 
It ſeemeth very ſtrange vnto vs, that from thence the king 

ſhould take anp conceit ol ſoꝛrow, when (as we know) he re- 

teiued her ſo foyfullp, entertained her magnificently, and di- 

radoke decla- miſſedher with Maieſtie. But that notwithſtanding, it is re 
reth the third poꝛted (ſaid E adoke) that ſithence the time that noble Qutene 
cauſe of the depaͤrted from the Court, Chee addzeffed certaine letters vnto 
kings trouble. theking, whereby he is certified, that whiles ſhee was here 
with the king, che eſpied and beheld in the kinges houſe (called 
the houſe of the foꝛreſt oz of the wod, which the king bath buil⸗ 
ded fo2 his pleaſure) a tree, on the which(as ſhe hath learned by 

a diuine inſpiration) a certaine man ſhall be put fo death: Foz 
Whoſe death, the Jewiſh kingdome ſhalbe vtterly deſtroyed e 
waſted. And this bath that noble Nueene inthoſe her letters by 
many tokens and arguments made knowen to our L oꝛd K. 
Solomon as a thing requiſite to be declared (and if it be poſli⸗ 
ble) to be pꝛeuented in time: the which neuertheleſſe at her be- 
ing here, che durſt not to reueale: partly foz feareof the kinges 
diſpleaſure: * foꝛ Ringes are ſoone exaſperated towardes them 
which in any thing ſeeme to dillike them + their woꝛks, which 

is the cauſe that oftentimes they are pꝛaiſed and iuſtiſied, when 
rather they deſerue to be blamed, whereby they flatter them- 
ſelues in their owne ſinnes and fozeſee not the vnhappy euent of 
theirpernerſe ſtudies and endeuoꝛs. either therefoze do they 
ſometimes beare, know, oz ſee (and ſo not eniop and bſe)that 
which might tend to their ſafette and beſt pꝛeũt, albeit p thing 
be commonly knowen and taltzed of abꝛod: partly ſhe concealed 

if in that ſhe was very loath, in that time ol her pꝛintelp enter 
tainment, to offer vnto him any occaſion of ſoꝛrow oz heaui- 
| | : nes 
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nes: * loꝛ they that are inuited oꝛ we lentreated, are oz ſhold be 
vnwilling to vtter oꝛ ſhewfszth that (eſpecially to their friendes 
wen they be merry) the which they thinke will trouble their 
minde s. But now vpon thele tidinges by certificate from the 
Nute ne, the king is ffroken with a meruailous feare, thinking 
that this pꝛophecie ofthe Queene ſhould aime to the holy Meſ⸗ 
ſiah oz ſome other excellent perſonage, whome cur nation 
hall vniuſtly oppꝛeſſe and put to death on this Tree. And it is 
that (as J heare) which Seth the ſonne ol Adam did ſometimes 
plante on his fathers Sepulchꝛe, and hath ener floziſhed as a 
tres of Paradiſe til time itpleaſed the King to take it into the 
houſe ok the foꝛreſt * Durelp, the king had this tree in no mean | 
eſtimation and pꝛice els had it not been placed in this gloꝛious It is nid chat 
houſe. But now, the king vpõ theſe tidings and willing to pze- about the 
vent this inconuenlence leared to ene w hathremoued tt from ne of Chrift 
thence and hid it full deepe vnder the earth, that it might hence- oven gage 
fozth neither ſpꝛoute againe, noꝛ be found ol any man lining. her cof here 
Ind it map be, that the king tbe rather by this occaſton (foze- was taken 
ſeeing the ruin of our Nation accoꝛding to Gods euerlaſting io make the 
decree and purpole) is very ſozolpfull and heauy: but the moꝛe 55 2 = 
becauſe this deſtruction ſhalbe iuſtly pꝛocured and caſt on them cid. 
fo2 their iniurp, cruelty and enup againſt him whome they 
Hould in all duty loue, honour andembzace, Henowcalleth to 
minde what bis father Da vid pꝛophecied ol this tragedie. 
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My handes and feete they peirced wondrous wide, Pal. 109.25 
a man might tell my bones on every ſide. 

They made me, as their vile reproach to bee 


and looking too, did ſhake their heads at me. 


- Andnowalbeit the king knoweth that no man liuing can 
withftandthe purpoſe of God in this matter: et he would not 
that any thing ſhould either be placed in his houſe, oz pꝛeſerued 
and kept within bis realme, which might miniſter the meanes 
of this vnhappy euent in time to come: fo2 albeit men are not 
to enter into the depth ol Gods ſecret deuiſes: pet, looking - 
L 4 the 
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King Solomon 
the law and woꝛd of God, they muſt by the ſame learne to el. 
chew that which might be the occaſion ol tranſgreſſions and 
finnes, as thoſe men that bee weary and fearefnllofmurther, 

Men muſt not heft, and ſuch other crimes becauſe they be fozbidden, z thzeat- 

commit ſinnes Ned to be puniſhed fo2 committing ſuch thinges, ho wſoeuer the 

ol cheir owne ſecret will and pꝛouidence ol God is. that they ſhould bee accũ· 

wr _ pliſhed. Therefoze the theefe, o2 the murtherer map not ſap 

; 478 f a5 4 whcnſuch a fact is done. T Gods will, it ſhould be fo done, eltu 

becauſe it was could not be done:therefore I may be diſcharged or excuſed! But 

Gods will the wozdandlaw of God mult be hearkened vnto, and obeyed 

_-_ . ſo which ſaith:7 hou ſbalt not kill, thou ſhalt vot ſteale, thou ſhaltnot 

Coney comite Adultery, &c. And though it be neceſſary h offfces come 

to the law and Pet wo to them by whom they come. Therefoze as the king is 

word of God right (ozp,y ſuch a thing ſhold beeffected:by our nation ſo wold 

Exod. 20. he that the meanes whereby this might be wzought oz furthe · 
red ſhould be rentoned and the iniurp pꝛeuented to the vtter- 
melt of his power, that ſo he might be quiltleſſe of the innocent 
bloud,and free from the deftrugion of our nation, thereon like- 

Adoniram, Ip to be occaſioned, without wile pꝛeuention. Now trulp(ſaide 
Adoniram) this being conſidered of, is no ſmall cauſeof a 

. troubledhearf.Fo2 ſuch a conceit therof being caſt into a mans 
minde,and eſpecially into the kings minde, cannot but occaſion: 
great conflicts,andthe rather, ſoꝛ that in the very place which 
he hadereced and ſo beautifully garniſhed foꝛ his pleaſure and 
delight there ſhould be found ſuch a miſchiefe, as might either 
diſgrace oꝛ ſhadow all. But behslde, ſuch is the nature of this 

Note ee 1 wozld,thatinthe ſame where men place their lelicitie x thinke 

_—_— to find otcaſions of their greateſt iop and ſolace, therecommon- 

J Ip is interpoſed one thing oꝛ other which hindereth oz diſtur- 
beth altogether. Bowbeit, the lo2d in his lowing mercies foꝛbid 
that ſuch a Tragedie ſhould be either wꝛought o2 occaſioned 
bythe king oz by vs, oꝛ by any his o2our ſucceſſoꝛs in the 
kingdome of Iſrael by the which the ſame with the gouern- 
ment thereof ſo well eſtabliſhed, ſhould be diſſipated and wa- 

ſted, Aboue all. be it farrefrom vs and our nation, that ſuch 
an, outragious eull and heinous injury ſhoulde bee 
offered to the holy Meſſiah, whome to honour and 
embzace is perfect wiſedome and health: and whome to 
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xetec and abuſe is veryfoltſhnes and deſtruction, The which 
the kings father well conſidered when he (afd : © k:{ſe the don 
left he be angry, andſo ye periſh from the right way: if his wrath be 
kinaled, yea,but alittle : but,ble(ſed are all they that put their truſÞ 
in him. Surelp, i this hepnous matter were but bꝛoched in our 
dates, we would either pꝛeuent it, oꝛ aſſay to withſtand it? but 
rather then we would peeld to the miſchtef, we ſhould choſe to 
die: as Moſes, Ioſuah, ę Gedeon, Samſon,ſꝛ David, haue 
well reſolned foꝛ the glozy ol God, e the wel · lare of the people. 
Peuertheleſſe, the kings lather, to confirme the fozmer hath 
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plainelp pꝛophiſied: that, he heathen ſhall furiouſly rage, aud the ARR 


people. ſhall imagine 4 vaine thing : the kings of the earth ſhall tand F 
p, & the Rulers ſhall take counſaile together againit the Lord and 


Aa his »Annointed, And no doubt (ſaide Abiather) king Abiather 


David hath pointed therein to ſome great trouble intended to 

the holy Meſſiah at his comming, of whom we haue gathe- 
red, the kings father hath beene befoze oꝛdained a figure, 
whoſe troubles therefoze (as mee all know) haue not beene 
ſmall, but wonderfull great infozced againſt him by them, 
whom he neuer intured no2 iuſtly offended : yea, and that not 
by meane perſons, but by kings, Pꝛinces, Rulers and Po- 
tentates of the earth. Againſt the which notwithſtanding 
the Almightie hath defended and deliuered him to the ſhame 
and confuſion of all his enemies, which haue now no caule left 
them to triumph againſt him. And ſo J doubt not but how- 
ſoeuer the rage and fury ol the aduerſaries ſhall be againſt the 
oꝛds holp Meſsiah, he ſhall foz all that ber mightily pzote- 
ſed : he ſhallfread downe the head ol his enem ies, and pzoſ- 
per in his deuiſes. But God grant that neither our Princes, 
no2 Bꝛieſts noꝛ P2ophets, noz people be appointed the actozs 
oꝛ executioners of this heynous Tragedie, againſt the holy 
'Meſsiah : then might not the King be ſoꝛy, noz the people bee 
eftroyedin time to came foz the committing ol ſo heynous an 


action. 
CAP 


Naturall affe - 
ion ſotow - 
eth for the de · 
parture ot 
friends. 


the mother 


King Solomon 


Car, XVII. 
Zadoke: 4440 of the fourth cauſe of King Solomons trou- 
' ble 125 of Bethſabe and Nathan. 


Ing Solomons wainces being wil- 
ling to heare what Zadok could yet 
555 further lay in the cauſes of the kings 
trouble, vꝛged on and ſapde. Wee 
Y haue heard what per haue ſafd touch; 
ing the Nucene of Shaba: Qow let 
5s it pleaſe pou(moſt reuerend Father) 
to pzoceede, to declare vnto vs the 

fourth Cauſe, the which (as pe ſapd) 
did riſe of che Kings moſt noble mother, and of Nathan the. Pro- 
pher. Indeed (ſaid Zadok)there hath no meane ſozrow inuaded 
Fe kings mind of late, occaſioned by thoſe twonoble perſons: 
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| bowbeit,not that either of the bath in thought, woꝛd oz ded 


hurt oz offended him, but that by their death bee is depꝛiued 
of them. Foz as thep were ſuch as he wonderfully loued, al 
fected and fanoured : ſo they were us leſſe p2ofitable, and com- 
foꝛtable to his ſtate and hons21 in their liues. Wee ſee that ve- 
rpnature pꝛouoketh men, (pea the very wiſeſt and bolieft 
men) to bee ſadde and to lament the departure of other 
men, eſpecially of their fathers , mothers, bzethzen , ſilkers, 
kinſfolkes and friends: foꝛ in them they ſee not onely the hoꝛ⸗ 
rour of death, the diſſolution of ſoule and body, that the ſame 
Which was lately liuing is now dead, and that which was a 
man is become a ſenſeleſſe carkeſſe and very earth, to the ter · 
ro; and hoꝛroꝛ of all moꝛtall men, which are taught therein to 
know their owne condition and nature: but alſo that they 
muſt now depart one from another, the lather from his ſonne, 
m her daughter, the bꝛother from his bꝛother, 
is friend; and both man and woman from all 

| his 


_— 


the friend fro 


| Higandher acquaintance and familiars of this life. There- 


The CMonrners goe about the ſtreetes, Agatne, that ven mourne 


© acco2ding to the truth, that e deade are happier than they which 
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foze, when the king ſpeaketh ol death, by the which a man is : 
reſolued into duſt from whence he was taken, he ſaith alſo, that Eccles, 123 


for the dead fenen dayes. Mherefoꝛe our father Abraham (al- 
though he knew right wel that Sarah his wife being dead, was en. 23:1. 2. 
freed from all the mileries ot this life, whereto all perſons that 

heere line are ſubiect. and was aſſured by his faith, that ſhe be- 

ing a true beleeuer ſhould riſe againe to eternall life: pet) he ſo- 

rowed, he wept, mourned foꝛ that her departure many daſes. Gen. 5o. i. 
Alſo that godly Ioſeph, the ſonne of Iſrael, when he ſawe his | 
father to bee dead, hee mourned and wept foz kim, expzeſſing .... 
thereby both bis pictte andnaturallaffection. Thus David, 18,3 
the kings father wept wofully, and bewapled the death of his 
friend Abner, the like he did foz Abſalon, and foz Amnon 

his ſonnes. And ther eloꝛe the king (though a wiſe and god-: 

ly Bꝛince) woꝛthely ſozowethfoz his deare mother, and foz the 

Pꝛophet Nathan wbom the Loꝛde hath taken away from 

this wozld: Nenertheleſfſe, J haue heard him to lay and that Eccles.4.23 
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live: and then muſt that follow, that he which is dead, and fred 

from this wozld and the troubles thereof, is in better caſe than 

the higheſt Emperour, king, pꝛince, oꝛ pofentate in his life : 

and being ſo, we ſhould ſeeme to enuie that their happy eſtate, How farre to 
if we that be petlining ſhouldcelebzate their funerals with ex- be ſory. 
ceſſiue ſoꝛow. Boꝛow then we map, loꝛ that is naturall: and 

ſoꝛow foꝛ our friends and acquaintances, foꝛ that is godly : but 

to be ſoꝛy without meaſure is neither naturall, noꝛ godly, but 
heatheaniſh and bꝛutiſh. Foz therein we ſhall not onely hurt 

the naturall conſtitution of our bodily health, but declare our 

ſelues to want that conſtancie of faith which our godly fathers 

haue reteyned, & the woꝛd of the Loꝛd hath taught touching 

5 eternall happineſſe of man alter this life:yea, we ſhould be as 

enemies to them that bee del! uered from the miſeries ol this 
woꝛld, as they which are ſo2y that men being in pꝛiſon and toz- 

ments ſhould be de liuered x eaſed: and we ſhould be as the en- 

vious, that is wonderfully greeued to behold and conſider the 

god health and pzoſperitie ol another man. Thereloꝛe _ 

| | Jay 


King Solomon 
(J ſap) the king isfo2 this right wofull andſad,as nature and 

pietie requireth : pet I ſap not that he is overcome therewith, 

knowing well (as he is a wife man) how fo byidle affections, 

and therein beſt to behaue himſelfe pet as a moztall man. 

But (my Lo2ds) beſides thisnacurall ſympathie and pietie, 

ſuch was the wiſedom the iudgement, the graces 4 vertues ok 
Bethſfabe a his Mother, and ſuch a helpe and comfo:t ſhe was vnto him 


in ker life. © death. As this noble gentlewomaninftruced and taught the 
| king when he was a child: ſo ſhe neuer deſiſted to aduiſe and 
counſaile him in all godlines being a man: and ſhe thought it 

appertained to her dutie, not only to teach and cathechiſe him 

with wiſetom : but alſo both to admoniſtz him gently , and ta 

repꝛooue him ſharpelp: knowing well that ſometimes gentle 
admonittons, and ſometimes ſharpe chidings hath their place 

to doe good in them that feare God, as ſome pꝛecious ſtones 

ſhine the better be ing ſteeped in ſharpe vineger, #ſome others, 

The neceſsitic When they bee boyled in ſoft ople. There be ſome, which 
of good ad- though they be in place either dare not, oꝛ liſt not to tell, ad- 
monitions. moniſh oꝛ repzone the mighty and rich vntill they ſee them 
though foilp lall do wne to the ground, and Fo2tune ſternely 

frowne at them: then perchance, (but neuer beloꝛe) they wil tel 

them ol that which now it is to late foz the to auoyd : reſem- 

bling therin that maladie, whe then 4 neuer befsze appeareth, 

when it hath thꝛoughly conquered nature in a man, And then 

they will ſay, as the Phyſician did to the man which after his 

long cure dyed,, /unelh if thou naddeſt forborne to eate of this, and 

that kind of meat, thou mighteſt have lived longer. But hereof it 
commeth that as thoſe which are wounded, when they want 
friends are cojiſtratned to ſeeke helpe ol their enemies: ſo euen 
thoſe neble perſonages themſelues being offenders in their plas 
ces (as they bee men and doe ofſend often) hauing none ofſuch 
their kaithlull friends about them, as will either admoniſh oz 
gently repꝛooue them of their offences, doe often heare ol 
their faults. afterward bp their very enemies, and that to 
their ſhame and ſoꝛrowe. Truelp, the king knowing both 
the wiledomeandfaithfuineſſe of his Mother, and conſidering 
| | what 
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what a comfozt andffay thee was vnto him, not onelpin thoſe 
pꝛiuate things: but alſo in the better adminiſtration of the 
kingdome with him : hee did woꝛthily honour her, hee was 
; gladtoheareher, hee diſdaincd not tofollowher wiſe direct- 
ons, c placed her on a ſeat next vnto his ropall maieſtie, when 
at anp time hee ſate to giue ſentence ot iudgement in matters 
of the higheſt impoꝛtance. But now this pꝛincely counſailoz 
is taken away: and the king ſeeth that the departure of ſuch a 
pꝛetious oꝛnament ol his pallace, is a pꝛognoſtication of trou- 
ble to them that remaine behinde her: ſeeing that with the 
loſſe of ſuch a member, the common-wealth ol Iſrael is de- 
pꝛiued of much wiſedome and many good things. And in this 
reſpect, the death and departure of that excellent Pꝛophet Na- The departure 
than his Scholemaſter and faithful counſailoꝛ, doth not alit- ot Nathan, 
tlegriene him at this time: not only in tbat Nathan is dead: beo, 
but alſo in that the king by his departure is depꝛiued ol a molt *;;.. i. : 
wile, godly & happy counſailoz, Foz truly this is one chiefcauſe ſtication of fu- 
that a Pꝛince ſhould mourne, namely, when his graue Sena; ture troublez. 
tours and pꝛudent Counſailoꝛs be taken from him: foz this is 
as if the eyes ſhoulde bee pulled from out of the head, know- 
ledge ſhould faile in him that hath an office of waight to bee 
perloꝛmed, the ſtapes taken from an houſe, and a ſtaffe from 
him that leaneth thereto: - Jn this conſideration, our Fa- 
thers in the wilderneſſe lamented with aboundance of teares, 
when Moſes their Leader was taken from them, and in this 
reſpect all Iſrael mourned mightily ouer Samuel, the Loꝛds 
Pꝛophet, when he dyed. Foz theſe did ſee, that in the depar- 
ting away of thoſe wozthy Perſonages, a great part of 
their glozie, their weale, their p2oſperitie, their ſafetie and 
defence departed alſo with them: fo2 the taking away ol moſt 
noble Rings, wozthy Pzinces, graue Senatours, godly Pa- 
giſtrates and vertuous perſons, is a common Pzonofficatt- : 
on of euill euents to enſue on them that remaine behind in the Deut z 1.16. 
wozld: from the which it often pleaſeth the Lo2de firffto re- — : 
moueand take to himſelfe * ſuch his ſeruants foꝛ whoſeſake, zmong whom + 
oꝛ though whole miniſtery and meanes he hath beene willing the godly do 
to deferre, oꝛ withhold from the people ſuch wofull afflictons. - ue, | | 
Do long as Noah was yet remaining in the wozld * una 
the 


8 ng Olomon 
the Arke, the Loꝛde ftayed the waters that they ſhould not 
fall to couer the earth: but when Noah was embarked then 


by and by the deſtruction tbꝛeatned, was executed on them that 
remayned without the Arke. The like we haue obſerned in 


Gen. 19, 21.24. the ouerthzowe of Sodome and the Citties there- about, 


which was ſoone effected alter that Lot, was taken from 
thence. Thus alſo during the dayes of Moſes, and the whiles 
Ioſuah lived, the wealth of Iſrael encreaſed, and great pzoſ- 
peritie entoped our fathers, the which then began to bee ma⸗ 
leſted, and to decline after their vnhappy departure from 1ſra- 
el, as the Stoꝛy of the Iudges doth certifie vs, So as long 
as the Pꝛophet Samuel judged Iſrael, the landentoyed peace: 
yea, and whiles bee liued, king Saul retained his honour be- 
foze his pꝛinces and the people, and the people their ſaftie : 
fo; hee was a rare Pꝛophet, well beloued of the Loꝛde, hee 
was a noble Counſailour to Saul, and a moſt wile dirccoz 
ol him in all bis affapzes : to whom, whils he liſtned, and fol- 
lowed his godly connſaile , hee and his people p2oſpered on 
euerp ſide. But after that hee reieded Samuel, (but eſpeti · 
ally alter the death of Samuel) Saul was ſo agonized ſoꝛ want 
of good counſaile, that deſpayzing of good ſuccefle bee ſlewe 
bimſclfe , diſgracedhis honle, andthe people were ſozelp al⸗ 
flicted. Euen ſo while thoſe two right noble and godly per- 
ſons, namely Bethſabe the Queene, and Nathan the Pꝛo- 
phet lined and pꝛoſpered in 1ſracl, all things went well, and 
the King and his people pꝛoſpered in great honour and peace: 
but (ſurely) ſithence the departure ofthoſe two woꝛthy mem. 
bers, there is a kind of defect eſpied in many things, yea aſwel 
in the king, as in his people, as pee ſhall moze plainely vn- 
derſtand, when J ſhall rippe vp vnto pou the ſeauenth cauſe 
of the kings ſoꝛowe. Moꝛthily therefoze may the king bee 
greiued koꝛ theloſſe of his moſt pꝛincely mother, t no leſſe fo; 
the death ol that diuine Pꝛophet, and wiſe Counſatloz Na- 
than, as foz the falling downe ol two ſuch pꝛincipall pillars, as 
by whoſe ffrength and counſaile both the king and the Com- 
mon-wealth of Iſrael hath beene ( ſithence the kings molt 
bapy gouerment) the better ſtayd vp and maintained in peace 
Ad pꝛoſperitie, | | 

And 
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his Solace. 72 
And in very deede (laid the Pꝛinces) this map be ne ſmall grief The princes 
te the King(m our indgement)asnow wee call to minte and entern. 
conſider how tenderly bis mother loued him and how honoza- - ede. 
bly the Pꝛophet eſteemed him: againe how deere was th one, 

and how fauonred was th other of his royal grace, wee cannot 

but teſtiſie. And moſt happy were the Ring (indeede ) if hee had 

well obſerved that which the one taught, and th other corifix- The conſent 
med in him in his and their happp dates. Fo2 theſe two cuer wo bea 
well agreede in the right oꝛdering of the holy religion, in the pher atop ts [2 
right inſtitution ofthe King,and in the well goucrning ol the the common 1 
common wealth of Iſrael. Andlyrelp when theſe both depar - wealch and a : 
ted fro.4z vs, we found (as pe haue in ſoꝛt ſignified) that a great 3 . 
part of the light of Iiracl was ſhadowed and the kings honour . 
blemiſhed, but ſuch is their lots, and ſuch is our diſcomkoꝛt and 

the occaſion of the kings ſoꝛro w. Now here wee map remem - 

ber well what the Loꝛd God ſaid ta Mofes allttle befoze his 

departure from 1ſracl:Behold (ſaid he) hou ſhalt ſleepe with Deut, 3116. 
thy fathers, and this people will riſe vpand goa whoarrg after 

ſtrange Gods of the land whether they go: and will forſake mee and 

breake the appointment which I have made with them: and then 

my wrath ſball waxe hot againſt them in that day, and I will forſake 

them, and hide myface ſrom them, and they ſpalbe conſumed and 

much aduerſitic andtribulation ſhall come vpon them: Jo that they 

will ſay, are not thoſe troubles come vpon me, becauſe God is not 

with me ? Vhtrein we map lee the ozder ol the deſtruction 

of them whom the L ozd determineth to conſume. Firſt hee ta- 1 

keth away their godly and vertuous Pꝛince:then they as peo- 2 

ple without good gouernment depart from him, and liue in all 3 
abhominatton:then his wzath is kindled againſt them: then + 

he bizeth away his face and fauonr rom them: then hee grie 5 

noullp afflicteth them, and in concluſion conſumeth them, 6: 

This partly beginneth to wozke on vs in the taking away 
of thoſe wiſe Counſailoꝛs: but oh God ! what map wee feare 
to enſewe on vs, if our Soneraigne Ring ſhoulde bee alſa 
called awap 2 Sureip then it cannot otherwiſe bee, buf 
that thoſe troubles which awapte foz vs in ſuch a time 
will ſodenlyleiſe on vs to our extreame pains and _—_ 

| N 
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An the meane time, it is meete that we bee diligent in our du⸗ 
ties andplacesaſwell towardes the king, as towards the peo · 
ple, and aſſay to ſupply them which are ſo departed: aboue all, 
let vs haue an eye tothe law ol our God, and not to contemne 
the ſame,no2 in any ſoꝛt neglect it, that ſo the Lozdmay there⸗ 
bythe ſooner in his mercy regard the king and his people: that 
neither we may be without an honourable King, noꝛ his Ma- 
ieſty deſtitute both of faithfull counſaploꝛs and obedient Sub- 
iects. But nolo ( moſt reuerend father) we alſo requeſt that the 
fifth cauſe ol the kings ſozrow be likewiſe examined, the which 
(as pe ſaid) riſeth ol the yongPzince Rhehoboham, the kings 
ſonne and tpn apparent to the kingdome, 


— EE ů—— „ — 


= XVI. 


The 50 6. cauſes of the kings ſorrow:0i of Rhehoboam, 
FIR helon, and Icroboam. 


ot — karen his right vertuous and 
rare educatiõ, which might wel perſwate 
in bim obſequie, obedtence, thefeare of 
„ Godanda godly life, thꝛough the wiſdom 
and eſpeciall regard of the king) doth pet 

— imitate and follow the cozrupt humgur and vnthifty 
nature ol his mother Naama the Ammonitiſſe, then the good 


Rhehoboam nature, and wiledome of his father: and he leaneth moꝛe vnto 
Bis nature and thoſe pong and greene heads that are growen vp with him and 


haue watted, attended, and beene conuerſant with him in his 
* childhwd, then to any of the R. noble Pꝛinces 4wiſe Counſat- 
loꝛs, the which the King perceiueth, and knowetb to pꝛonoſti⸗ 

cate the detap of his houſe and the diſſipation of his honour. 
Foz Rhehoboam being a pong man, will haue his owne will 
and his owyelibertie,be is growen diſobedieut, and ſcarcely 
can 


\ 


vid the Loꝛds annointed,fo whome God had made a faithfull 


' balkes fall dowtte, and through wile handes it raineth in at the 


EE — = 
his Solace, | | > 
can be reſtraigned by his father, oꝛ kept within the boundes = 
of his duty. The King ſeeth whereto tbis will grow alter bis * 
departure, mhen this vong Pꝛinte ſhalbe placed inthe thꝛone x 
haue the raines at wil: And trulythis wilbe to vs a very ſtrãge 
Metamoꝛphoſis and ſory change: Thus, as the Ning in his di⸗ 
vine wiſedome foꝛeſeeth the miſery which the euerlaſting God 
will bꝛing vypon vs and his people: ſo doth he moꝛe then feare 
the ſame to be iuſtly occaſioned and perfo2medin the dates ol 
that Pꝛince Rehoboam that is to ſucceed bim that during 3 
his owne time this matter ſhalbe deferred loꝛ the ſake of Da» * 


pꝛomiſe which concerned not him alone, but alſo his Seede, 2 am y. 
And that not withſtanding, he well per ceiueth that the people 

begin to affect Rehoboam moye then they either loue oꝛ like 

him their pꝛeſẽt king, foꝛ whois els that / econd man which ſhall 

ſtand vp alter him ol whome he lately ſpake 2 Nobo hence is g. 4 1% 
it, that the king is occafioned to loath the labours of his. owne N 
handes to lament that vnhappy condition of his ſonne and the 
people, and thereol it is that hee ſaith in the wofulnes of his 

heart: am wearyof my laboꝛs which J baue taken vnder 

the Sun: becauſe J ſhall be laine to leave them to another Eccles a. ic. 
man that commeth after me: and who knoweth whether hee 

ſhall be a wiſe man, oꝛ « foole: and pet ſhall he be Loꝛd of all 
mylabo2s, which J with ſuch wiſdome haue taken vnder the 

Sun. Then turning towards his people, he ſaid: Wo bee to thee 

thou lana, whoſe K ing is hut a child ( meaning a child in affectt- 

on, mamer s and wit, ſuch as Rehoboam is feared to pꝛoue 

alter him) and wo be to thee ¶ O land whoſe Prices are earely at 

their banquets (meaning ſuch, as thoſeconnſailo:s of Reho- 

boam and compantons ot his pouth ſhall declare themſelues to 

be) And thereunto he added this affirxe: Through /lorhfulnes the 


honſe. Surelp, ſurelp, the vntowardnes of this pouthlul Pzince 
hath already very much diſquieted the kings heart:neither (be- 
ſides all the fozmer cauſes) can it be otherwiſe,then an vnſpeak 
able griele to a molt louing and deere father, eſpecially to 
ſuch a rare, wiſe, reno wmed, magntſicent, mighty. magnani- 
mious and glozious bung, to leaue behind him a thꝛikt les, an 

BD | vuhappp 


85 


Gen:9,z 5. 


King Solomon ; 
vnhappy child,poſſeſſo2 ok all thoſe his ingenious trauaſles. It 


was not without good cauſe that father Noah in the griefe of 
his heart, denounced a bitter curſe on Canaan the ſonne ol 
Cham and his generation whereof there enſewed no meane 


incõueniẽce to the Chanan ts in poſteritv, who at this day (as 
ye ſee) ſtand odious in the ſight both of God and of dur nation, 


Neither map we imagine, that any light cauſe ſhall moue a 


father to caſt on his owne childꝛen a curſe in ſteed ofa bleſſing. 
So the ſozrow ofonr firſt parent Adam, conceiued vpõthe vn- 
godip and bꝛutiſh behauiour of bis firſt bozne Cain, eſpecially 
in that tragicall action perpetrated againſt God and his bꝛo⸗ 


ther Habel, was ſo great that Adam was verily reſolued (as 


it is deliuered vnto vs) not t o know his wife any moꝛe: that 
thencefozth he might not be occaſioned to lamẽt x be grieued in 
ſuch ſoꝛt, foꝛ the lolle of another ſonne, neither did he know her 
indeede (as it is repoꝛted)foꝛ the ſpace ofan hundꝛed peeres af- 
ter that time. o wſoeuer it was, no doubt his griefe that way 
conceiued was vnſpeakeable:neither is the kings ſozrow(foze-« 
ſeeing ſuch a thing to enſew him in the dayes ol Rehoboam) 
anp meane oꝛ meaſurable ſoꝛrow. Dh therkoꝛe that pet it wold 
pleaſe the Loꝛd our God if poſſibly it map be) in his merty to 
allure and perſwade Pꝛince Rehoboam to feare his higheſt 


maieſty and to keep his lawes, which is that which is required 


ol him in his duty,to honour his father our Soueraigne King 
in his life, that his dayes map bee pꝛolonged in this land, to 
hearken to godly and graue counſell. to remember his creatoz 
euen in thole his tender peeres, and to learne and follow that 
which belongeth both to his fathers peace, the ſafety of Ifracl 
and his own honour: Inſumme, that hee ſo oꝛder and demeane 


himſelle and his familyin the true vſe of his fathers faith and 
religion with the daylp exerciſe ol his pꝛincely vertues, that al 
. Iſrael ma bee moued by Cod to bee willing to incline vnts 
him. and to obey him, as a man moſt meete to ſucceede him and 


to ſit on his ſeat whenſoeuer it hall pleaſe God to take from o⸗ 
ber vs our Loꝛd the king. To this anſwered the Pꝛinces pꝛe⸗ 


ſent: Merily. verily theſe be cauſes and argumentes waightie 


and ſufficient to pꝛouoke ſoꝛrow and griefe, and ſuch as may 
trouble any Ring, Pʒince oz Potentate in the wozld, But wee 


pet 


* 


E 
* 


lol the nature olman, and to the which all men in this life be 


them, oꝛ ſo to paſſe them ouer, as hee may rather take pꝛoſit 
then hurt thereby to himſelfe. Thus he ſeeth what Noah and 
Abraham, Moſes and Samuel, Iehoſuah and David with 
ſuch other noble perſonages haue done in the like caſes in their 
times. The whiles it is our parts and duties to counſaile and 
perſwade the king to that which ſhal be moſt meet and p2ofita- 
ble aſ well foꝛ his olone health, as foꝛ the common good and 
therein nol to contemne, noꝛ neglect Pzince Rehoboamnoz 
to dekraud his honour, hoping and wiſhing foz the belt to en 
{ewe touching him, howſocuer God ſhall wozke to diſpoſe of 
matters in his ſecret counſaile, that ſo the fault of his diſobe- 
, dienceanddefec{(ifſoit fall out) map neither bee ours, noꝛ any 
way occaſtoned by any of vs. And ſo Ieho vah our God be mer 
cilull vnto our ſoueraigne Loꝛd, vnto Rehoboam his ſonne, 
vnto vs, and vnto all Iſrael, the land of his delight. 

Nowit map pleaſe vou moſt reuerend father) to call to 
minde that ſixth cauſe of the kinges griened heart, which came 


as ye ſaid of Hadad, of Rezon, and of leroboam, the kinges The 6.cauſe 
aduerſaries and of euery ol them. It is certatne (anſwered Za-0: Solomons 
doke)thattroubles be common in all places of the wozid and e. 


incident to al men liuing on the earth ſeeing that al men be ſin⸗ 
ners, and no man doth good as both David in his ſongs, and 
our king in his wiſe parables recoꝛd) neither therfoꝛets anyone 


man without his particular croſſe, noꝛ any perſon without his Troubles are 
aduerſaryo2 enemp to ver x moleſt him, enẽ then when he ſeen⸗ mon. 


eth tobe quiet. And ſurelpit is rare 4 an eſpecial bleſſing of God 
when men max enioy peaceable times to finiſh their woꝛks ta⸗ 
ken in hand loꝛ the gloꝛy of God and the weale ol his people, 


as had our king, during the time he was occupied in the buil⸗ 


ding olthe Loꝛds houſe. The kings father knew this wel, all 
the hiſtozies of the loꝛmer times are ſtoꝛed with ſuch ſpectacles 


and 


pet hoped, thatſeeing theſe troubles are ſuch as commonly fol- \,,.. 

2 ; not ſoone over 
of fozce ſubiected, the king being moſt pꝛudent and pꝛonident, come with ors 
will not be ouercome no2 quailed with theſe, oꝛ any ſuch paſſi- dinary affiQt. 
ons:but will alſſay( as he knoweth he ſhould) to beare and digeſt 
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and examples, that troubles awaife all men in this life. How- 
beit theſe things ſerme ffrange and ſower vnto them which 
haue in log peace liued and pꝛoſpered vnder the raigne ol peace 
able Pꝛintes, as we haue done in the happy time of our Saue · 
raigne Lozd. N obo ſo it is, that very lately (as pe know) there 
be riſen vp againſt the king and his people thoſe three, namely 
H adad, Rezon and Ieroboam, dangerous and ſhzewdeene- 
mies:foʒ that Hadad (as pe remember) is an Edomite, ol 
the kings Seede which was in Edom. And that, when David 
the kings father was ſometimes in Edom, in the time ol his 
warres, and that Toab then the captain ofthe hoaſt was gone 
vp to bury them that were ſlaine in the battayle, heſmote all 
the men · childꝛẽ of Edom. At what time this H adad fled « cer 
taine other Edomites of his Fathers ſeruants with him, to 
come into Zgypt, Hadad being pet but a little Child. How- 


beit he hadgottenfauour in the ſight of Pharao the king, who 


bath giuen him to wife the ſiſter ol his own wile, euen the ſiſt· 
er ol Thaphynes the Queene. Now as ſoone as Hadad had 
heard tell that David was laid to his Fathers, and that Ioab 
alſo then captaine of the hoaſt was dead hee came againe into 
Iſrael hy the power and aſſiſtance of Pharao: where after pꝛo- 
ceſſe of times, being ſtrengthned by his affinitic and combinati⸗ 
on with the Egyptian Bing, he tooke an occaſion to rebell. 
to ſtand vp againſt our Loꝛdthe King. It appeared that hee 
had a miſchieuous mind both againſt the king, x againſt all his 
houſe, wherbp not only the king and his court was much trou⸗ 
bled, but his ſubiects (eſpeciallp thoſe territoꝛies which emboꝛ· 
dered on Hadad, were annoped with ſodaine incurſt ons, inua- 
ſions and ſpailes. The king (God knoweth) bath long liued t 
raigned in great peace with allnations, as with his kriendes: 
now mult he ſkudp cuerp day, how to delẽd himſelle againſt thẽ 
as his enemies. And Hadad (as J may ſay)is not onlp an ene- 
my ſo pꝛofeſſed, but a molt dãgerous enemy: that not far off,but 
eve at home within his graces dominios:andthe moꝛe, fo that 
Pharao whoin the king had ſo many wayes benefited; in re · 


8 ofgard ot loue and good will was contented to take a wife from 


thence to confirme the league of mutuall friendſhippe be- 
tweene them. By the which wee may obſerue, as it is not ſale 
loꝛ a man to truſt his enemp, then when hee hath gotten 
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habllttie with wates and meanes to reuenge an olde griet: lo 


neither is it wiſedom? either to truſt oz depend much on them 
which are of another religion, howſoener they offer themſelues 
obſequious vnto vs then when wee may pleaſure them in the 


thinges olthis life. Foz ſurely though Nature be ſuypꝛeſt, pet 


will ſhe ſpzout agatne. M hat oathes, vowes, oꝛ pzomiles ſoe- 
veraregiuenoztakento thecontrary, notwithſtanding. Ther 
foze how could this be other wiſe then a griefeto the king? 
The ſecond aduerlary, namelp-Rezon was the ſonne of 
Eliada, who fled ſometimes from his Lozv Had adezer king 
of Zoba, when David ſmote him as be went to enlarge his 


Rezon an ad- 


verſuaryeo Solo 
mon, 


boꝛder at the riner Euphrates, who allo gathered men vnto :.5am.8.z, 


him, aud became captain ouer the company when David ſlew 
them, and they went to Damaſcus the Metropolitan cittte of 
Syria and dwelt there, where be alſo ratgned king. Therefoze 
is hee an aduerſary to Iſrael retaininig his minde of reuenge 
and denping to pay tribute, Andthis is themiſchiefe of Hadad 
and the hatred againſt Iſrael; Hadad now raigneth in Edom 


and Rezon in Damaſcus, oner all Syria to the great grieſe ol 


the king and his people. Dowbeir, all this doth not ſomuch 
ber tim, as that his late ſeruant Icroboam the ſonne al Na- 
bat the Ephrathite of Zare da, whoſe Mother was Zarviah 


the kings aunt is now latelp ſtept foꝛth, and liſteth vp his hand Teroboam the 


againſt him. Foz when the king built Mello and amended the 
bꝛoken places of David, and ſaw that this Icroboam was a 
man ol ſtrength and habilitie foꝛ the woꝛke he made him ruler 
ouer all the charge ol the houſe ol Ioſeph: whereby Ieroboam 
getting courage, credit, kauour and power, is now waren pꝛond 
obliuious ol duty, and pzeſumptuous, wherin he oppoſeth him 
ſelle againſt his Soueraigne Lozd: whereat the king is not a 

little troubled, the moꝛe ( indeede ) foꝛ that he nothing thought 
much leſſe ſuſpected)ſuch a thing to be wꝛought by his ſeruãt 


Ieroboam, whom he had truſted and obliged by fauour and 8 
many ſingular benefites to be faithfull and obedient vnto him. o 
the king be a wiſe man) that hee trouble wiſe 


But it is no meruaile( tho 


ugh 


ſervant is an 
adverſary, 
od 
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odain tidings 
f vnkindnes 


ſhould be hereat troubled,foz we know that gentle heartes dg nen much. 
much alter, when they ſodenly heare anyhardand ſtrange ff- 
dings. Lhus David the king 


s father (though a man valianc 


P 3 in 


King Solomon 
in warre, and firetig in heart} was not a little grieued, when be 
heard that Abſolon his owne ſon had conſpired againſt him 
but yet moꝛe, when tidinges tame to him that Abſolon 
was ſlaine: hee was likewiſe ſoze mened when Toab 
had killed Abner a P2ztnce in Iſrael, when hee hearde that 
Amnonhad defiled Thamar his ſiſter, that Abſolon had 
killed Amnon, and that Adoniah, did aſpire to the kingdome 
againſt his will in his life time. *-Bowſoener the pꝛouidence of. 
God had decreed x appointed that leroboham ſhoulde thus 


Terovoham his he exalted:it is cereaine, that Ieroboam hath pꝛetended miſ- 


vnkindnes,. 


Traitors and 
rebels live e- 
ver in fcares 


c<icfe in his heart againſt the king, and ther koꝛe moſt wicked ⸗ 
ly and rebellioully hath lifted vp his hand to hurt his highnes x 
vs. A note ofmolt beaſtly vnkindnes in him. who loꝛgetting the 
kings gratious fauours and large bounties towardes him vn- 
deſerued, hath attempted the kings overthzcwand deſtruction 
to aduance himſelfe.U ut ſuch is the pzide.anſolency,amvitſon, 
and ingratitude ol manp, whom the fauour and benignitie of 
good Pꝛintes hath vn woꝛchily exalted and honoured that foꝛ ; 
getting both themſelues, their places + al the goodnes of their 
gratious pꝛinces and their duties, do eagerlyſeeke to attaine to 
the very places and honours ol their Pꝛinces and bencfacozs, 
by wicked and vngodly meanes. Bo wbeit, they find in the end 
that lot of the Eagle that carried fier to her neſt together with 
her pꝛap which conſumed both it, and her pong ones, ſoꝛ God 
which bꝛingeth downe alt ſtonp mountaines and all high rocks 
to fill the vallies to make them euen with the ground, calleth 
their impiety, vnlaithlulneſſe and rebellion into remembꝛance 
befoꝛe him, peelding vnto them in the tuft indgemẽt that which 
they haue woꝛthilp deſerued. But leroboham hauing found 
that the King vnderſtandeth his purpoſe and pzaciſes againſt 
him, and that he ſeeketh to bꝛidle his inſolencp, durſt not to a- 
bide the hammering and erpall thercol(koz traitoꝛs and rebels 
hauing guilty conſciences, iiue euer in ear of the diuine reuege) 
he is therefoꝛe fled into Ægypt vn to Syſar the Egyptian king 
and there continueth gaping fozand expecting'to heare of the 
kings death, when he mindeth with afreſh courage to giue the 
onlct to his ſonne Rehoboam, which ſhall ſucceede in the 
kingdome, whome hee knoweth hath neither the like wiſedem 

to 


mind as David his Father hath full often in his daies done. 


his Solace ger 
fo gotierne his people, noꝛ will baue ſufficient power to reſiſt 
his enemies, and to defend himſelfe. And pet (wel J wot) that 
theſe things being 92dtnary troubles, which happen to realms 
pꝛouuces and nations (and therefoze whoſoeuerbee a Pꝛince 
- milf lettle himſelſe armed againſt them in his time and place 
our Lozd King Solomõ wel knoweth both how to beare the 
and wade thꝛough the middeſt of themal, with a right valiant 


Lo, thus haue ve heard the declaration of fire cauſes of the 
kings ſoꝛrow:all which indeede could he wel enough digell 
were chere not yet a farre greater and moꝛe dangerous then a- 
ny of the ſoꝛmer. Foꝛ the ſeuenth (beyond all the reft) pierceth 
and griueth the very ground ok his heart, and that ri! eth of he 
great diſpltaſure of the eAlmigchty,conceived against him & his peo 
ple. Alas (ſaid the Pꝛinces) then may the King be wozthilyſad 
indeede, when the Lo2dof heauenlooketh ſower vpon him and 
| vs. Foz dꝛeadlull is the angry face ot the almighty, eſpecially 
towardes them that haue iuſtiy pzoucked him, andhis wꝛath 
is a very conſuming ſier: who is able to abide it? But now, let 
vs heare the declaration ofthis cauſe alſo, if it be your good ple- 
ſure moſt reuerend Zadoke)to whom he anſwered: although 
Jam not only molt ſoꝛp to heare thereof, but berp loath to re⸗ 
late it, pet to ſatiſty pour impoꝛtunity fo2 the foꝛmer cauſes, Y 
am ready to do it accoꝛding to pour deſire. And J pꝛap God, 
that neither the lin, noꝛ tbe occaſion therol be in the Loꝛds iu · The princes, 
ſtice laid to our charge. Lo the which, ſaid the Loꝛds. that God 

foꝛbid: but howſoeuer it be, the Loꝛd foꝛ his holy annointed be 

pet mercifull vnto our Ning, vnto vs, and the whole common⸗ 

wealth of Iſrael that he may be nlozified not in our deſtruciõ 

but in our pꝛeſeruatiõ and pꝛoſperitie, as in times paſt, he hath 

beene glozificd inthe pardon, recouery and pꝛoſperity of Adam 

of Abraham, of Iacob, of Moſes, of David, and others, our 

godly fozefathers in their times: So be it(good L 02d) we pzap 


And beleech thee, 
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T adoke acclareth theſeventh cauſe of Solomons ſaſrem, 
whichis the ſinne sf Solomon. 7 | 
Oo will endeuour(faide Zadoke) 
g to ſatiſſie your requeſt, J will declare 
the ſeventh cauſe; Pea, J will ſhew 
pon the laſt and greateſt cauſe of 
the Kinges (rowfull heart. And 
well is this called the greateſt: Foz 
were it not thereof, the King might 
well reſolue ( as he knoweth bet how 
to reſolue) that euerp thing whatſoe- 
ver might oꝛ ſhould hetide him, could not ſo much hurt, oz an⸗ 
noy either him oꝛ his people, as it ſhalbe fo2 his and their good 
The ſafery of ſo long as both he and they ſhal feare God, howſocuer it ſhould 
them whome ſteme Eurtfuland loathſome in the eyes of men. See therefoze 
God preſer- What a ſoueraign good thing it is tofeare the Lo2d,foz ſuch as 
verh. feare him the Loꝛd loneth, « the whom he loueth, he ſalely pꝛo· 
teeth, and fo2 that their pꝛotediou, he bath a ſpeciall care and 
regard. This Da vid conſidered, found in triall to be true, and 
thercfoze did ſing, as in the Plalme. 
501.9 1. 11. For ui vnto his Angels bright, 
a ſpeciall charge gives hee, 
In all thy waies for toprotet?, 
preſerve and proſper thee: 
And that they beare thee in their handes, 
' and waite ſlillthee pon, 
That not unwares thou fall, nor bruſe 
| thy foeteagain#t a ſtone. 
Thus are they happy which feare the Lo2de, becauſe the Lozd 
bleſſeth and pꝛeſerueth them. But now the bing perceiueththat 
the Loꝛdhath turned away his gratious countenãce, 3 looketh 
ſteralp t angerly vpõ him « vpon his people, and that the ficrce 
w2ath of God is bent and now comming vnto him and vs, the 
foꝛce whereof no man liuing is able to reſiſt oꝛ to withſtand. 
A deſeripnon Tes Who can beare the matchleſſe power of the Al- 
of God being mightie? God in his anger is as a ramping Lyon, as an 
angry, * ' | hungry 
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hungry Beare, as a conſtiming fre, as a mightie ſtoꝛme, as a 
waliant warryer, as a cruell tyrant, as a mighty Gpant, as a 
terrible Judge. If hee touch the high mountames they ſhall 
tremble and ſmoke (as David did ſing) And this to cenfirme, 
the king bath placed befoze his eyes the feareſuil Judgements 
of God, which in his wꝛath were executed on the old rebellious 
people: he remembꝛeth that when the Lozd God was p2zono- 


kedfo anger, by the diſobedience of our firſt parents Adam, a. 2-244 


and Hevah, (though they were his beJoued and the firſt that 
hee had created in his owne Image) hee looked ſternely on 
them, and withall hee delapednst co call them into ſuſt judge · 
ment, noꝛ ſpared he to puniſh them. Therfc2e, he ſent the both 
out cf pleaſant Paradtze, oppoſed them to all miſeries, and 
barred the gate, that they might not enter into that bleſſed 
Tabernacle, which was appointed, not fo2 the polluted, but 
foz cleane and holy perſcns: The king aiſo remembzeth, the 


example of Gods heaup w2ath againſt Cayn, whom he repꝛo- Gen. 4. 


bated, puniſhed, and baniſhed from his fathers houſe, and made 
a vagabond on the earth, and that iuſtly becauſe he had ſinned 
againſt the Lozde in killing of his bꝛother: He ſetteth al- 
ſo befozehis face the example of Gods fierce anger, on the olde 


woꝛldings in the time ol Noah, whom hee deſtroyed without n ; 


mercie with the flood of waters: hee calleth intomemo2ythe 


example of the diuine w2ath,executedon the filthy Sodomites, Gen,1g, 


whom the Lo2d burned with fire and bꝛimſtome. Yee is not 


vnmindful!, how the Lozdveredandafflictedour Fathers in xx0q.32.28;- 


the wilderneſle, when they had angred him with their ſinnes, 
of whom onelp twaof them which came out of Egypt (being 
aboue twentie peares of age) could reconer poſſeſſion in the 


p2omiled land, Neither is be fo2getfull: how terrible the Lozd 5 m. 1 La 


ſhewed himſelfe to king David and his people, not onely then, 
when David had tranſgreſſed in the caſe af Vriah: but alſo, 
when he hadnumbzed the people. Foz the one offence , the 
Loꝛd ſtirred vp his owne ſenne, and them of his owne honſe 
againſt him: and foz the othcr.thzceſcoze and tentheuſand pe ; 
riſhed with peſtilence, and had not David repented and en- 


treated mercie, he had like wiſe periſhed in that high diſpleaſure. sin is odious 
Foz ſinne is that which the Lozd abhozreth, and as odious as 10 God, 


1s 


King Solomon 


is a Toade, oꝛ ſerpent to a man, ſo is the ſin that men commit 
againſt the Lo2d vnto him: fo that as they are tontemned and 
abandoned of men which nouriſh and foſter vp ſuch venemous 
beaſts:thep are no leſſe loathſome to God which commit ſin, 


and wallow and tumble in the fülthineſſe of that which God 


2 
3 


The fiercenes 


abhoꝛreth. Therefoze vpon ſuch (as David laid) the Loꝛde 
raineth halle, fire and bꝛimſtone, which is their poꝛtion in his 
wꝛath neither is there any thing eis due vnto them, but death, 
tame and confuſton: againe, pꝛaping againſt ſuch, hee ſatth to 
the Lo2d: Ser thou an vngodly man to be Ruler over him, and let 
Sai han ſtand at his right hand. When ſemence is given vpon him, 
let him bee condemned, & let his prayer bee turned into ſinne. Let 
his dayes be fe vs, andlrt another take his ice. Let his children bee 
Fatherles, and his wife a widom: let his children be vagabonds and 
begge their bread: let them ſeeke it alſo out of deſolate places. Let 
the extortioner conſume all that hehath, andlet the ſtranger ſpaile 

his labour let there be no man toputtie him, nor to haue compaſ- 
fron vpon his fatherles children. Let his pofteritie be acſtroyed, and 
in the next generation, let his name bee cleane put out: let the wic- 
kednes of his fathers be had in remembrance in the ſight of the Lord 
and let not the ſinne of his mother he done amaꝑ, &c. Now ol ſuch 
things feareth the king, and therefoze is waren very penſine 
and heauy, not able to withſtand the ſtrokes of Gods anger, 
cdnceſned againſt him and his people. Alas, Alas, (chen ſapd 


at Gods wrath. the ꝛinces) it is a molt fearefull thing to pꝛouoke the L oꝛd, x 


to fall into his hands with guiltie conſciences fo; wonderfuil 
and terrible is the L oꝛd in his wꝛath, as ve haue well ſayd. Foz 
though the 1 oꝛd be low to anger when hee looketh koꝛz mans 
repentance æ amendement ok like: pet is he ol great power, and 
will in no caſe atquit the wicked. Though he be moſt merctfull 
being pleaſed: pet being pꝛouoked, he is molt terrible and cruel! 
to them that pꝛouoke him. His dealing will be with biuftring 
ſtoꝛmes. high tempeſts, and whirle- Winds, and the cloudes of 
the ayꝛe are the duſt ol his feete he will rebuke the raging ſea, 
and day it vp, with all the famous riuers of the land; pea, Ba- 
ſan and Carmel ſhall ſhzinke, the ſpꝛing alſo of Libanus ſhall 
be deſtroyed and the faire trees thereof ſhal be burnt with fire: 


Thegreat mountaiues ſhall quake at his mighty power, and 


' the 
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his Solace: 78 
the hils ſhalbe diſſolued: the earth alſo ſhall burne at his ſterne 
countenance, with the woꝛlde and all that dwelleth therein. 
What man is hee that is abieto and befoꝛe his fierce wꝛathꝛ 

02 who can riſe vp befoze the dꝛeadlull anger of his counte- 

nance? his fiercenelle is powꝛed foozth like conſuming fire: 

pea the hard Rocks cleaue in peeces at his might: the ſtrong 

pillars of heauen tremble , and all the kindꝛeds of the earth 

weepe and walle beloꝛe hun, when hee beginneth to appeare, 

to viſite and to holde his Court of Juſtice. Utell therefo2e 

map the king mourne, and bee holden with continuall ſad- 

nefſe, if the conſideration of the diuine wꝛath hath ſeized on 

his heart, But ſo much the moze (ſayde Zadok) is the zadoke tels 
King perplexed, and ſkandes in feare, becauſe ( as hee hath bci e 
lately found and conſidered) the areateſt cauſe of this anger ute ofthis 
doth rife ofhimſelfe. Foz ifa ſtranger had hurt him, he might wrath. 
haue diſſembled it: if an enemie, hee might haue renenged 

it: if a friend, hee might haue complained of it: but the cauſe 

beeing in him elle, to whom ſhould hee make his moane? 

of whom ſhould he ſeeke foꝛ comfoꝛt. Although J wil not tuſti- 1 

fie the whole Congregatton of 1ſracl, nomoze then J might 4 „„ 
ſay, that all tbe people which dyed in the peſtilence in the time che plague | 
of Davids tranſgreſſion, were guiltles: ( fo2 no doubt they were not free 
were faultie alſo befoze the L oꝛd ) pet beponde them all, our of rranſgreſ- 
Loꝛde king Solomon hath highly offended, whereofit may On: 

come topaile, that the Loꝛde, who was merciful! vnto Iſrael, 

and in his mercy gaue them ſuch a King, as by the which hee 

might erp:eſfe vnto them his lone, is now minded to take and 

remoeue farrefrom them this happy occaſion of their peace, 

and ſo to leaue them and commit the to the hurifullhandof the 

angel of wꝛath to be puniſhed, accoꝛding to their deſerts: from 

the ſenſe whereof, they haue been thus long kept and pꝛeſerued, 

by the bleſſed meanes ol king Solomon, Now, J remember 

whatthe Loꝛd ſaid to Moſes, when our Fathers had offended, 

and Moſes neuertheleſſe earneſtly pꝛaped and requeſted him 

koꝛ their pardon. Safer me, ſapth he 02 giue me leaue, hat my Exod, 2 2. 107 
wrath may waxe hot againſ? ihr and conſume them. Sc the god · 

nes of God, who not only ſtapd x was reſtrained fro ſmiting 

ol them vpon his requeſt, but acknowledged Moſes the meane 

of their pardon I „But 
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King Solomon 


Ts wht ſeufe But we haue that erample of our own? time, euen ol David 

the people are the kings father and his people pet in memoꝛie. Foz as long as 

aid to bee he plealed leho va his God, God eſteemed him q accepted bim 

klagued kor f on of thei though they haddeſerned w2ath 
Dauids ſinne, fo; the occaſton of their peace, though ther 2 

3 t conſuſion. But alter that David had franſgreſled with them 

| and angred the Lo2de, then became he, who was befoze an ot · 

- cafion of the peoples ſaftie, an occaſion of their puniſyhment, that 

not only foz his own ſin,but alſo foz their ſins, whonow hadnot 

bim in this time of diſgrace) loꝛ their further means to health, 

no2 any other ſuch Sauiour, as might ſtand vp in the gape be- 

f tween God & them, that becauſe they repented not: wherfoze 

the Lo2d ſent fo:th the mellenger ol death, who ſmote 70. thou 

| ſandperſons with the plague of peſtilence, that they dyed with- 

in 3 dayes. And ſurely we map feare euery one of vs, what ſhal 

ſhoꝛtly enſue t fall both on our king and the people, ſeeing that 

God being now angry with our king foz his ſinnes, neither 

looketh gratiouſip on him, noꝛ accepteth him and his doings, 

golomons à s àn occaſion ot our peace. Indeede, the king in his vong 

youth & age. Peeres behausd himſelfe moſt grauelp, ſhined in all pzincely 

& vertnes, which did avoꝛne and beautifie both his perſon and 

place, which gaue vnto vs, and to all bis people, both hope and 

expectation of a farre greatevercellencie to follow in his Age: 

as thoſe trees which, blowing fatre in the ſpꝛing time of the 

peere,put men in hope of fruits thereof'in the time of harueſt. 

But alas, the king hath in this point farre deceiued all mens 

expectation,bebaning himſelfemoſt vn wiſelp, both befoꝛe God 

and in the eyes ol all good men, in this time ol his age, by the 

which he hath diſtained his honoꝛ, and depꝛiued vs all of that 

glo2y the which thꝛough him wee had atchined, and hoped by 

the ſame to haue had eſtabliſhed on our Nation foꝛ euer, ac- 

coꝛding to the woꝛd of the Lozd, ſpoken to David in his good 

loue. And of this, as J cannot thinke without griefe or heart: 

ſocan F not ſpeake without weeping teares, and deepe ſighes. 

zabud. Then anſwered Zabud, (as not a little greeued and ſozrow- 

5 full in bis heart, to heare ſuch hard tydings of the king, with 

whom he bad beene ſo lamiliarly acquainted) and ſapd: But 

what is it (A beſeech pou, moff cenerend Father) wherein the 

kings Palentis bach ſo heynouflp and daungerouſly faulted, 


any 
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pleaſure. 
Alas (ſapd Zadolce) when one man offendeth againſt an⸗ 


other, there may bee a dayes-man to reconcile them: but king hath of , 
if aman ſinne againſt the Lo2de of heauen, who can decide feng ed. 
if? Thus ſaid Eli he Priest in the like caſe. But now ſaning 1 Sam. 2.2 5. 


the kings honour and pour reuerence (my Loꝛdes) the king 
bath committed (ah how ſoꝛowfull am J fo ſay it?) the 
king hath committed (but alack, ſhall J vtter it? my tongue 
would rather cleaue to the roofe of my mouth) The King 
hath committed (ah yet how loath and baſhfullam J to tell 
it? Yowbeit, if is already ſeone and not couered, it is ſpoken 
off and not couched in ſilence, euen of them that dwell not in 
the Court, but inthe Tountrep:yea, aſwell of them that bee 
without, as of them that remaine within, howſoener wee 
would difſimble it) the King-( Jſap) hath committed thee 
great euils, of the which the moſt part of all this diſplea- 
ſure and ſoꝛrow commeth both to himſelfe and to vs, Foz 


beholde, Firſf, he fy hath multiplyed wines to himſelfe ; l 
Setondlp, Hee hath combyned bimſelfe with ſtraunge women, 3 


Thirdly, Hee hath turned away his heart from the Lorae, 
This being ſapd the Pꝛinces were all abaſhed, and won. 
derfully amazed, not knowing what to ſay, oꝛ what to expe; 
oz what to thinke; but pauzed, and losked one on 
Another of them, no2"could their fearefull 
tongues vtter the thoughtes of 
their grieued hearts. 


CAP;. 
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- andſohighly pꝛouoked God to diſpleaſure? J doubt not, but 
that without diſhonoꝛ to the king, hurt to pour ſelfe, oꝛoſfenee 
to any ok vs pꝛeſent, it map bee ſpoken heere in Countell, 
that thereby the ſooner wee map conſult and conſider thereof 
with iudgement, and endeusꝛ (to our power) to ſalue the dil 
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Abiather ob- 


Car. XX. 


T he firſt of Solomons ſiunes: 
Vi. the pluralitie of Wines, 


Fter a very long pauze, Abiather the 
a\/©,-3 Palelt, ſtoodfozth and obleced fo2 the 
SA {© king concerning the pluralitie of his 


5 UWines,and ſa:de: How ſhould this 


— 
— 
— 
— 
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iecteth for the 5 


Kings wiues. 


braham our Father was permitted 
to take Hagar his mayd, not withſtan- 
f ging that Sarah was his wedded wie. 
And Iacob the Lo2ds ſeruant had two wines, namelp, Leah, 


a”) 4 
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and Rachel: and yet beſides them hee had the companp of his 


zadok anſwe- 
reth to the 
pluralitie of 
wiues. 


two maydes, Bil ha, and Zilpha, on whom he begat childzen. 
So Lamech, befoze the flood, had two wines, Ada, and Zel- 


la. And (to let paſſe others) David the kings father (a man ſo 


well beloued of God) had diuers wiues, ol whome he begate 
— and daughters. Zherefoze why might not the king do 
elke: | 0 
To this anſwered Zadok : It is true: howbeſf, wee ſhould | 
not live by examples of men, but accoꝛding to the Lawe | 
of the Lozde. All men be ſinners and offend in many things: 
therefoze what they doe, we map not reſpect , noz pꝛeſume to 
follow: but regard what the Lozde hath inſtituted and com- 
manded. And ſurely this pluralitie of wines, hath beene a fault 
euen in thoſe fathers, howſoener they aymed thereby fo the 
multiplying of their ſ&de , whereof they hopcd the Mcſsiah 
ſhould be boꝛne, accoꝛding to the pꝛomiſe. Neither ſhould they 
haueſfaggeredinfaith touching the Mefs:ah, to imagine that 
Gods pꝛomiſe could not haue beene perfoꝛmed without their 
owne wiſedome and meanes. Abraham ſeeing his wife aged, 
thought that the pꝛomiſe of God chould haue holden on the * 
| . e 
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ter ol Hagar :howbeif, God being faithfull effected his pꝛo⸗ 
mile in Sarah, though beyond the courſe of nature, and mans 
expedation. And this to pꝛooue, we reade that at fte begin- 
ning, when God created man, he made them Male and Fe- 
male, and therein, not thꝛee, oꝛ foure, oʒ moꝛeʒ but only two in 
one fleth, namely, one man, and one woman. Andthere- vpon 


this Law was oꝛdained, that for this cauſe a man ſhould leave Gen. 2. 24. 


his father and mother, and ſhould cleave to hit wife, not Wines. 
This was the firſt Inttitution of Matrimonie, and thus it 
was obſerued by Adam, by Seth, by Enos, by Kenan, bp 
Mehalaleel, by Iared, by Henoch, by Methulalah , by 
Lamech, and Noah and his thzee ſonnes, who (as we read) 
bzought into the Arke with them, euery of them one wife: fo2 
they were but eight perſons in all, that is to ſap.foure men, and 


ſo many women, being their wines, The bꝛeach of this In gen. 4. 19: 


ſlitution was firſt found in that other Lamech which deſcen- 
ded lrom Cayn, and alter ward (as it is deliuered to vs) killed 
Cayn, with a dart. From whom it was dzawen to others, x 
continued loꝛ acuſtome in the poſteritie, though ſo contrary to 
the Law and oꝛdinance of the Loꝛd. But leaning the erroꝛs 
of thoſe,we are to obſerue that firſt oꝛdinance, with thoſe holy 
fathers of that firſt Age, if we will be free from blame in that 
reſpect, and not pꝛeſume the tranſgreſſion thereof, howſoeuer 
ſome others, bee they kings oz potentates of the earth haue 
followed, oz faulted, and beene tollerated in the abuſe of 


the ſame. But after this, there is a ſpeciall Law pꝛouided by Dan 


the Loꝛd, and giuen by Moſes, vnto kings and pꝛinces ( be- 
foe all others) that none of them ſhould multiply wines to 
himſelfe. And this the kings mother doubtleſſe conſidered, 
when ſchooling htm, ſhe thus charged him ſaying ; O my deere- 


ly beloved ſonne, Læmuel, give not over thy ſtrength and wayes vn- pro. 3 t. 2. 


to Women, which are the deſtruction even of lange It map bee 


ſhee called to minde, what is wꝛitten in that Beathen Sto- Hon er. Il 
rie, of the deſtruction that fellon ſo many Kings and Pzin- & viig. ' 
ces in and about Troy, touching the rauiſhing ot Helena. It A tragicall Hi--, 
may be ſheremembzed, what betyded the olde wozld foz the e- fe 7 wy”. 


uill confunction of the ſonnes of God with the daugbfers of me 


of 


men. And the king himſelle ſometimes-in the remembzance gen.. 
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kings wiues. 


zadok anſwe- 
reth to the 
pluralitie of 
wiues. 
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Car. XX. 
T he firſt of Solomons finnes: 
Vid. the pluralitie of Wines, 


Peer a verylongpamze, Abiather the 
8 Ne Pꝛieſt, ſtood loꝛth and obiected fo2 the 


— 


D {0 king concerning the pluralitie of his 
TIS Wines,and ſa:de: How ſhould this 
i be a fault ſohepnouſein the king? A- 
KBs braham our Father was permitted 
= to take Hagar his mayd, not withſtan⸗ 
| bat ding that Sarah was his wedded wife. 
And Iacob the Lo2ds ſeruant had two wines, namely, Leah, 
and Rachel: and yet beſides them hee had the company of his 
two mapdes, Bil ha, and Zilpha, on whom he begat chtidzen, 
So Lamech, befoꝛe the flood, had two wines, Ada, and Zel- 


Fa! * 


— — 1 


la. And (to let paſſe others) David the kings father (a man ſo 


well beloued of God) had diuers wiues, ol whome he begate 
_ and daughters. Zherefoze why might not the king do 
elike? 

To this anſwered Zadok : It is true: howbelf, wee ſhould 
not live by examples of men, but acco2ding to the Lawe 
of the Lozde. All men be ſinners and offend in many things: 
therefoze what they doe, we may not reſpec , noꝛ pzeſume to 
follow: but regard what the Lozde hath inſtituted and com- 
manded. And ſurely this pluralitie of wines, hath beene a fault 
euen in thole fathers, howſoener they aymed thereby to the 
multiplying of their ſerde, whereof they hopcd the Meſsiah 
ſhould be bozne, accoꝛding fo the pzomiſe. Neither ſhould they 
haue ſtaggered in faith touching the Meſs:ah, to imagine that 
Gods pꝛomiſe could not haue beene perfozmed without their 
owne wiſedome and meanes. Abraham ſeeing his wife aged, 
thought that the pꝛomiſe ol Sod chould haue holden on the mw 
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ter of Hagar :howbeif, God being faithfull effected his pꝛo- 
miſe in Sarah, though beyond the courſe ol nature, and mans 
erxpectation. And this to pꝛooue, we reade that at tie begin; 

ning, when Godcreated man, he made them Male and Fe- 
male, and therein, not thꝛee, o2 foure, oʒ moꝛeʒ but only two in 
one fleſh, namely, one man, and one woman. Andthere- vpon 


this Law was oꝛdained, that for this cauſe a man ſhould leave Gen. 2. 24. 


his father and mother, and ſponld cleave to his wife, not Wines. 
This was the firſt Inſtitution of Matrimonie, and thus it 
was obſerued by Adam, by Seth, by Enos, by Kenan, bp 
Mehalaleel, by Iared, by Henoch, by Methuſalah, by 
Lamech, and Noah and his thꝛee ſonnes, who (as we read) 
bzought into the Arke with them, enery of them one wife : fo2 
they were but eight perſons in all, that is toſap,foure men, and 


ſo many women, being their wines, The bzeach of this In · gen. 4. 19 


flifution was firſt found in that other Lamech which deſcen- 

ded lrom Cayn, and alter ward (as it is deliuered to vs) killed 

Cayn, with a dart. Irm whom it was dꝛawen to others. & 
continued loꝛ à cuſtome in the poſteritie, though ſo contrarp to 

the Law and oꝛdinance of the Lozd, But leauing the erroꝛs 

of thoſe, we are to obſerue that firſt oꝛdinance, with thoſe holy 

fathers of that firſt Age, if we will be tree from blame in that 

reſpec, and not pꝛeſume the tranſgreſſion thereof, howſoener 

ſome others, bee they kings oz potentates of the earth haue 
followed, oz faulted , and beene tollerated in the abnſe of 

the ſame. But after this, there is a ſpeciall Law pꝛouided by | _. 
the Loꝛd, and giuen by Moſes, vnto kings and pꝛinces (be. 
foze all others) that none of them ſhould multiply wines to 

himſelfe. And this the kings mother doubtleſſe conſidered, 

when ſchooling htm, ſhe thus charged him ſaying: O my deere- | 
ly beloved ſanne, Læmuel, give not over thy ſtrength and wayes vn- Pro. 3 t. 2. 
to Women, which are the deſtruction even of kings Jt map bee 

ſhee called to minde, what is wꝛitten in that Heathen Sto- 10er. x; 
rie, of the deſtruction that fellon ſo many Kings and Pzin- & vil. 


o 


ces in and about Troy, touching the rauiſhing ot Helena. It A tragicall Hi. 


map be ſheremembzed, what betyded the olde wozld foz the e- to vritten 


before this 


uill confuncttbn of the ſonnes ol God with the daugbters of time 
men. And the king himſelte ſometimes in the 3 gen. 6. 
| VIS 


Eto. 5. 18.19. 


he inconve - 


niences of 


Heſhly luſt, 


King Solomon 
of this Leſſor! could aduiſe others from this deſtruction. @ap- 


ing: Let thy wel be bleſſed, and be glad with the wife of thy youth: 
let her be as the louing Hynde, and pleaſant Roe let her bre aſts al- 


wayes ſatiſſie thee, and hold thee ever content with her love. 


ſpeaketh of a wife;not wiues: neuertheles, howſoeuer it hath 
beene occaſioned, the king hath offended, yea, he hath wonder 
fullpexceededtheretn : fo2 he hath not contented his luſt with 
one wife,acco2ding to the Law, no2 with afewe wines, alter 
the example of thoſe godly Fathers, Abraham, and Iacob:but 
be hath taken vnto himſelf 700, Wiues which were Queens, x 
300. Concubines, in the whole a 1 000. as the like was neuer 
heard offbcfoze this time. And by theſe women hee hath beene 
dꝛawen into an inoꝛdinate luſt, and bin cuerceme in affection 
to the ſtapning ol his honoꝛt blemiſhing of his holy pꝛoleſſion, 
the which is in him an heynous fault. Foz although the heathe 
(which know not God, and are as bꝛute beaſtes without vn- 
derſtanding) doe neigh as the ſtoned hoꝛſes after euerp wo⸗ 
man that hath a faire face, and ſerke to ſatilſie their fleſhlp luſts 
in theſe kinds of pleaſure: pet ſhould not king Solomon, 
Endowed with ſo excellent a ſpirit and wiſedome, haue ſought 
toſatiſfie his deſire therein: and that the rather, becauſe as the 
conftancie of the chaſte helpeth tothe pzolonging of life, as 
Appeareth in the Nultures, which being chaſte and ſober that 
way, live (as it is ſatd) by nature an hiundzed pecres : ſo they 
which delight in fleſhlp luſt, and be ſo o:dinarily inflamed and 
ouercome with the ſame, are of a very ſhoꝛt life, as wee may 
ſee in thoſe Hparrowes, which of other birdes are full of Le · 
cherie. And it is aſure axiome, that they which engender much, 
line the leſſe while. The king therefoze in this hath abzema- 
ted, empared, woundedandentangeredhts life. Mis naturall . 
life is ſhoꝛtened, his ciuill life is diffatned, his ſpirituall life 
is perced, and his life eternall is endangered. Foz in the 
firft, there is an evacuation of thatnaturall heate and moilt- 
neſſe, by the which mans lile is cenſerued, and the ſfrength 


. of body ſuſtained. ea, Lururie is ſuch an immoderate 
wantonneſſe of the fleſh, which as a ſweete poiſon, an impo2- 
. tunate plague and a pernitious potion, doth both weaken 
mans natural body, and effeminateth his minde. 


O ex⸗ 
treeme 
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his Colace, 


freeme lilthineſſe of In{T/all other ſinnes are without the body, 
but hee that giueth himſelle oner to this un, offendeth againſt 
his owne body! Beloꝛe this goeth euer heate and petulanep, 
with it in company is inch and vncleanneſſe, and after it fol- 
loweth ſoꝛrowe and repentance. Theſe bee the leaders, ths 
fellowes, and the followers ol luxurious perſons. Secondly, 
this ſinne taketh from a man all his credite, good name and 
gloꝛy: and bꝛingeth to him diſtruſt, an euill lame, and igno- 
my. Mhat vice is moꝛe diſhoneſt 2 what moze damnable? 
what moze hurtfull to mans cluill life and eſtimation? foꝛ be · 
hold how vertues are decayed; how vicozies languich: how 0 
gloꝛy isſwallowedvp of inlamie: how the vertues of minde | A 
and body are infringed? Surely a man can ſcarcely diſcerne, - 
whether it be better 02 wozie, to be captiued either of this vice, 
oꝛ of his moztall foes, * Thirdly, the ſpirituall life, is in them 
wounded : fo; all ſuch as giue themſelaes ouer to the luſt of bo- 
die, doe grieue the ſpirite ol God in themſelues, and ſuppꝛeſſe 
all the good motions of mind, whereby being like to the beaſts, 
they runne into many miſchiefes, and ſinne moꝛe and moze a- 
gainſt God and their owne ſoules. Thus thoſe olde ſinners Gen 6 f. 
were alienated from the Loꝛd: foꝛ as their thoughts were vsß 
nature euill, they were the ſooner by this furthered and blin- 
ded in their malice oz why the ſpirit of God which ſanctiſteth 
and garniſheth men with graces , did not onely depart from 
them, but alſo repentedthat ener they were, inreſpec oftheir 
filthy abhominations. Netther is it poſſible, that hee canline 
ſpiritually to God, which is dedicatedto the fleſh : foz between 
the ſpirit and thefieſh there is euer contrarietie. Laſtly, as 
this withſtandeth the graces of the diuine ſpirit yerre, by the 
which men hould paſſe to the life of gloꝛy, as by vertues men 
attaine tohonoꝛ: ſo indeede if ſhutteth vp vnto them the gate 
ofthe kingdom of God, into the which, neither foznicato2s,noz N 
leachers noꝛ vncleane perſons ſhal enter, no moꝛe then Adam Cen. 3. 24 
could enter Paradixe, alter that he had polluted hinnelf with ſin. 
Lo, what an enemy is the luxurious man to his ownelife, whe⸗ 
ther natural, political, ſpirituall,o2 eternall. And by this we ſee 
the dangerous condition ol our L. K. Solomonl pea, by this we 
map behold x conſider what is p fraile nature ol mã in this life. 
2 A man 


. 


4 


Y 


King Solomon 


A man being in honaꝛ and puffed vp in pꝛoſperitie, bath none 
vnderſtanding (as king David ſapde) and therefoze map bee 
compared to the beaſts which periſh :fo2 he fo2geiteth himſelf, 
be remembꝛeth not the Lo2d,bee wareth pꝛoude, inſolent,han- 
tie, high minded, pꝛone to pleaſures, and ingratefull to God. 
In this hee well relembleth the S ybny ſtone which though ol 
ft owne nature ſoft , pet bopled in ople , wareth wonderfull 
hard. But after this, their fellow on him an hell of miſchfefes x 
huge fo2ments: foz who can pꝛoſper in his deuiſes oꝛ endenozs, 
| which foꝛgetting God, walketh his owne wayes in the lewd- 
Gen. 19. nes of carnall luſt? To paſſe ouer theſe examples of the Sodo- 
Exod,zz: mites, of the Iſraelites offending with the women ol the Moa- 
4 _ fo. bites, g Madianites, ofthoſe men of Beliall that rauiſhed the 
Hose, pooze Levites wife,in the time of our Judges, k of Paris the 
Troiane of who we haue heared:let vs not foꝛget the example 
2. Sam. ii. of David the kings father. After that God had both aduan- 
ted him and giuen him reſt and pꝛoſperttie in his honoꝛ, her to 
ſone foꝛgate himſelle, and burned in luſt, in whome the lone ol 
the fleſh was ſo naturall to the fleſh, that albeit reaſon, as rea- 
ſon, would put the deſire to flight in him, yet the fleſh peided; 
berſelfe a captiue thzall fo thoſe deſires, by the which he was 
moze fiercely aſſaulted, then with the greateſt enemies thate-- 
uer he had. Fo2 there be no foes ſo deadly and impoztunate, as 
thoſe which a man findeth and loſtereth againſt himſelfe with 
in himſelfe: David had fought with the huge Goliah , and 
caſt him to the ground: hee had killed a Lpon and a Beare, 
which came to deuour his ſheepe:he vered and ſpopled the Phi- 
liſtines and other the enemies of Iſracl, and euer returned 
home a victoz and triumpher in the name of his God, where- 
of they could ſing to his pꝛaiſe, David hath ſlayne his teme 
thouſand | Hobbeit this noble Pꝛince, in his reſt and pꝛoſpe- 
ritie, (as I ſaid) ſaffered luſt in t im to ſubdue reaſon, gane tle 
raynes at large to carnall appetite, and therein inflamed and 
agonized, he vnlawfullpdeſired e abuſed Vriahs wife :and pet 
not ſo contented, he cauſed Vriah fo bee: vniuſtly murthereds 
whereby he diſtained his honoz, he quenchedont the ſpirituall 
graces , and endangered his ſoule, to the high diſpleaſure ol 
God, who doth neither loue, noz permit ſuch delights in the 
childzen 
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thildꝛen ol men, much lefſe in his owne the ſeruants of grace. 

And thus (be it here ſpoken in counſaple) hath our A oꝛde the 

king foꝛgotten himſelfe, and both abuſed and diſhonoured his 

honoꝛ. Thus men ſet in honour are ſoone ouertaken therein: 

Foz tempozall felicitie is a moſt vnquiet thing, neither can 

mans nature bee contained within his bounds and dutie of life 

in wozldly pꝛoſperitie. Wozthily therefoze David thanked the 

Lozd,foz that he had beaten him with aduerſitie which (as he 

confeſſed) hee found to be beſt foz him. /: is good for mee ( ſapd 

he) that I have beene troubled , But if wiſe men and godly 

men can ſcarcely and very ſeldome meaſure themſelues in 

the vſe of this flattring enemie: how then ſhould the ignoꝛant 

— doe, when the Lozde lulleth them in this eaſie 
cradle? | ro 

Beſides this, here wee ſce, how fooliſhly the wiſeſt of all 5 Us 

men behaueth and demeaneth himſelfe, and into whatincon- ner 
veniences he runneth, when it pleaſeth God foꝛ his tryall, to his ownc will, 
looſe vnto him the raines ol pouthfull libertie, and to commit 
him to the guide ol his owne connlatles! Surely, hee map 

well be compared ta the pondꝛous pꝛon, that of it owne na- 
ture ſinkech to the bottome of the ſtreame, except it bee ſa- 

ffained oz holden vp by ſome other thing. This ſhould moone 

vs to pꝛapy vnto God, that as hee would vouchſafe to ſucconr 

and defend vs: ſo he would not gine bs fo our owne willes: 

but that his will might be fulfilled in vs. Fo2 if we ſhould but 
haue the guide ol our ſelues, and not be ſuſteined and defended 
bythe power and will ol God, it cannot ber otherwiſe, but that 

we ſhall not only fall, but fall away and periſh from him, and 

from our owne ſaluation euerphoure, in euerp dap of this our 
life. Therefoze, that J may be bziefe, howſocuer this euill cu- 

ſtome of the pluralitie of Wines came in, oꝛ howſener this 

kinde of pleaſure hath beene vſed , and delighted in, among 

wozldly men: pea, howſoener many wiſe men, haue beene 

ſene toſolace themſelues ther ein, it is daubtlefle in the king 
aͤgreat fault: and the moze, becauſe hee is the king and ſhould 
be a guide of holineſſe, and good example of life vnto others: 
eſpecially, becauſe the Lozde hath ſo bleſſed him with wiſe- | 
dome and diuine graces befoze all = kings ol the earth. 

| Ihe. 


Thus 


, King Solomon 

Thus haue J explained the firſt ol thoſe th2& fanlfes;which 
pꝛouoked the Lo2dto diſpleaſure, che conſideration whereof, 
now moneth the king to this heauines ol minde. But pet, the 
ſecond fault erceedeth this in degree, to aggrauate the ſozrow, 
and paine him to the heart. Theſe woꝛds being ſpoken, and in 
ſuch ſoꝛt as Zadok could deliuer them, pꝛouoked the Pzinces 
to weep with him weeping, x to condole fogether the kings hard 
lot, Ho wbeit they requeſted him to ſay ſomewhat moze of that 
ſecond ſin, which was (as he ſaid) moze heynouſe and dange- 
rous : and fo pauzed, anderpeded what Zadok would ſap, 


. of P.. XXI. 


/ Solomons ſecond ſinne : and third ſinne: viz. of his 
ſtrenge wines: and his turning away. with the diuine 
Commination for the ſame, 


He ſecond ſinne of Solomon (as Jbefoze 


©] ſapd, quod Zadolæ) is indeede a degree 

a&| bigher then the loꝛmer, albeit the foziner 

was abhominable and dangerous to his 

"3 body, life, fame, ſoule and glozie. And that 

is, the king hath combined himſelfe with 

| > = —=Q) ſtrange women: foꝛ hee hath taken the 
Strange wo · daughter of Pharaoh, and the women of the Moabites, 
1 Ammonites, Edomites, Sydonites, and Hethites: where- 
as pet, concerning thoſe Nations, the Lozde ſapde vnto our 
f b ü Fathers, Goc yee not into them, nor let them come into you: eli will 
8 4 0e they turne jour hearts after their godt To this obiected Zabud 

: fo) the king: But pet it hath beene permitted in the Lawe, 
that ſuch women might neuertheleſſe bee taken, accepted and 

ved of our Nation with certaine pꝛouiſdes and conditions. 

F02 the Loꝛde ſaith by the hand ol Moſes : If thou ſeeſt among 

the captives (taken in warre) 4 beautifull women, and haſt 

4 deſire unto her, that thou wouldeft haue her to thy wife: 


* 


thou: 
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is 8 Vola 
ehow ſb alt bring her home to thine owne houſe, & be bal. ſtaue her 


bead, and pare her nasles, and, put her rayment that ſhe was taken 


in from ber, and let her remame inthine houſe, and bewayle her 
father and her mother a moneth lang: and after that thou ſhalt poe 
in onto her, and mary her, and ſhe ſball be thy wife. In this ſozt 
David, the kings Father toke one of his wires, namely 
the mother ol T hamar, whom he had captiued in bis warres. 
And thus did our king take and accept Pharaohs daughter, of 
whom his father ſpake in the Pſalme. Hearten O daughter, 
and conſider, encline thine eare': forget alſathine owne people, i 
fathers houſe : ſoſball the king have pleaſure in thy beautie: for he is 
thy Lord God, and thou muſt wurſbip hum. And truelp, howſoener 
the Nucene diddilſemble her ownefozmer Religion, and made 
ſhewe of lone vnto that which we loue and imbꝛacez the king 
ſoaccepted her, and thought nothing leſſe then of any hypocri⸗ 
fie in her. And thereloꝛe in his integritie he imbꝛaced her, and 


tobe her as his one. 
All this J grant (ſapd Z adobe) And J will not denie, that zadoke an- 

the king did obſerue the like, accoꝛding to the Lawe, in all o · ſwereth the ob- 

ther his wines and Concubines. But why ſhould not ſuch as 0. 


are receiued on conditions, be retained on the ſame conditions, 


and not otherwiſe: foꝛ the meaning of the La we is, that if 


uch a woman (albeit ſhe be Pharaohs daughter, oz the daugh- 


— — — 20 


ter ol any other Pꝛince oꝛ perſon) ſhall not hold and obſerue 


the conditions touching the Religion and peace of Iſrael; but 


apoſtate and turne away from the Lozd, and daily endenoꝛ and 
ſtudy to pollute the honour of our king, and contemne the re- 
ligion ol our God, that thereupon ſhe be abandoned, reiected 


* 


ſent away from the Common - wealth of\ Iſrael, much ſooner 


ſhould bee reduced and committed to the cenſure ol the gene; 
ral Lawe, as when the league is infringed by the bꝛeach of 
the conditions the parties ſtand as in their foꝛmer eſtate: any 
thing to the contrary thereol notwithſtanding. And this is the 
Lawe to the childzen of Iſrael, touching the abandoning of 
this kinde of ſoctetie, with any "of thoſe ſenen erecrable Natt- 
ons: as =o Hethites, the Hevites , the Gergelites, the 
N 3 Amorites 


from the kings ſocietie: yea, rather then t t foctetie ſhould be 8 
continued to the danger of thoſe inconnentencies, the parties Deus . 


1 King Solomon 


Amorites, the Chananites, the Pherezites, and the Iebu- 
fites : Thou ſbalt make no mar riages with them: neither ſbalt thon 
give thy daughter vnto his ſonne: nor take his daughter vnto thy ſon; 
(The reaſon is added, whereunto this pꝛouiſo oz condition 
hath reſpect) For they will deceive thy ſoune , that hee ſbould nos 
follow the Lord: and they ſball ſerve ſirange gods : and then will the 
wrath of the Lord wa xe hote againſt thee,aud deſtroy th:e. This 
thing Abra ham cur father both conſidered, andreſpected long 
befoze the Law giuen by Moſes : foꝛ hee had ſeene the incon⸗ 
uentence of ſach coniung ions in the old time, when by the ſame 
the lonnes of God were polluted, and the whole earthdcſtrop- 
Oen. 24.3: tdin the dapes cf Noah: therefozehee gaue his ſervant a ſpe- 
s ciall charge foꝛ the match ol his ſonne Iſaak , with a mate of 
afaithfull Familp. The like alſo I ſaak reſpedted, when hee 
diſliked the mariage of his ſon ne Eſau with the Hethites, and 
Gen.26.& 27. charged his ſonne lacobnot to take him a wife of the daugh⸗ 
| ters of Chanaan : but that hee ſhould repapze to his Uncle 
Laban, and take from thence of his daughters. But howſo- 
euer ſuch coniunctions might be tolerated oꝛ winked at vpon 
occaſions in ſome others . what needed Solomon the ſonne 
of David, to haue luſted after the women of a ſtrange Natt- 
tion? Are not the daughters ol Zion faire, and beautilull, and 
wile, and vertuous? yea, are they not pꝛelerred in honour 
to all the women in the wozlde ? And did Solomon feare of 
any heathen Pocencate, that hee would in this ſoꝛt be lincked 
vnto himin amitie foz the retayning ol peace? Yea, is hee 
not ſtronger and moꝛe wile, and politicke then any or them 
all? And doe they not moze dꝛead and admire him, then hee 
bath neede to doubt, what they are able to doe againſt his 
Maieſlie? But alas, luſt is blinde, and many wiſe men 
(as I ſaid befoꝛe) bee led blindfolded into the pitte ol pꝛeua- 
rication and woe, by ſuch women, as being of an euill opt- 
nion and like Religion, will receine no kinde ol Comn- 
ſaile which withſtandeth oz hindereth their fonde luſtes 
and vanities, And thereof it is, that the King ſo p2udent, 
wiſe, aud famous, hath beene bewitched; enchaunted , and 
beſofted ſo farre ; that in the lightneſſe of voluptuonſneſſe, 
he hath altered his ſingle minde, and diſtained his —_ 

4 he e- 


his Solace 


ET heſe be great faults (my Lo2ds) but yet hee is much moꝛe The third fin 
blameable and guiltie of indgement, x ns leſſe of puniſhment, of Solomon. 


( though hee bee a king) becauſe that in his luſtes hee hath 
turned away bis heart fromthe Lorde his God, which hath appea- 
red to him at two ſundry times. | 
Fo? beholde, the king hearkening vnto thoſe his range 
Wines, which had nowe at length apoſtated and turned 4acke 
againe, to the Religion of Their Fathers and Countrey : hee hath 
. followed after Alteroth, the God of the Sydonians, and 
after Melcome, the abhomination of the Ammonites, and 
he hath built an high place foz Chamos , the abomination of 
Moab, euen in the hill that is befoze Hieruſalem : and vnto 
Moloch, the abhomination of the childzen of Ammon : and 
the like hath hee done fo2 other his outlandiſh Women, 
which burnt incenſe, andoffereddiners ſacrifices to theirſun- 
dp Gods, 
Peither ſeemed the king then touched with any re- 
moꝛſe ol conſcience: but cleane contrary to the Lawe ol God, 
the charge which his father gaue him, the leſſons his mo- 
ther taught him, and that which his owne wiſedome ſhould 
perſwade in him: he hath fowlp pꝛoſtituled himſelfe to their 
lewdneſſe, and diſgraced his Nobilitte. Yea, all this hath the 
king done ven in his elder years & in that time of his age: when 


he ſhould rather haue abandoned fleſhly luſtes, the delighfs of his elder 
the ſonnes of men, and all the vanities of the wozlde, dais, 


and haue offered vp himſelfe both body and ſoule, a ſweete 
and holy Hacrifice acceptable to the Loꝛde bis God, in 
that holy Temple, which hee both built and dedicated to 
his Name, Alas, what a blemilh is this to his Grace, 
and that his gray haires ſhoulde bee polluted with youth- 
full luſtes. This is one of the things which J haue heard 
him ſape, that hie very /onle abhorred. Put when vnto 
thoſe luſtes ſhail toyne that tranſgreMon of the Lawes, 
 andabhominable ſinnes againſt the true ſeruice and honoz of 
God, and that in olde men, oh God, howe great and daunge⸗ 
rous is this kinde ol abhomination! ͤ | 

A great deale moze loathſome and daungerous is the 
fire in an olde houſe, then in a newe: andno leſſe dangerous 
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King Solomon 
and loathſome is ſinne in an oldperſon, beyond thoſe which ber 
in the ponger ſozt. Olde men ſhould bee to the yonger, exam» - 
ples of a chaſtelife, holineſſe, godly behauſour , Religion and 
vertues: they ſhould be pꝛoſitable to the common-wealth by 
their wiſedome, reuerend befoze all men fo2 their age, and well 
pꝛepared foꝛ the plate of eternitie, vnto whoſe gate they are, 
oꝛ ſhould be ready to entex with holy hearts and cleane bodies: 
they in whom the contrary is found (eſpecially among the 
Pꝛinces, Nobles, Magiſtrates, and perſons of name and acC- 


count) are rightly likened vnto thoſe olde Cockes, that bzing-4 


koꝛth certaine blacke and ble wiſh Egges, which being couered 
by ſome venemous beaſt (as a Toade oz ſerpent) in the cani⸗ 
tular dapes, there is hatched a Baſiliſcus, oꝛ Cockatrice, of 

that venom, which inlecteth and killeth men with his piercing 
ſight. By the Egge, is vnderſfod the euill wozke oꝛ action ol 
the faultie aide man; by the venemous beaſt, is meant the 

ſuggeſtoꝛ oz flatterer of him in his faults: by the Cockatrice, - 


is noted the wicked example: and by the perſont killed, the 


ſeers and imitatoꝛs chereol. Foz thoſe elder perſons, andname - 
ly Pꝛinces and Pagiltrafes, which haue beene effemed and 
honoured in their places, now ſinning againſt God, and the 
honoꝛ of their functions, and their ſinnes foſtered andnourt- 
ſhed by the peſtiferous and wicked ſuggeſtion, giueth a mot 
peſtilent example, the which being ſeene ol the Subiects, von 
ger, and inferiour perſons,infecteth and coꝛrupteth them: and 
as much as lpeth in him, he killeth him. And thus hath the 
king done! Howbeit, now at length he perceiueth that the iuſt 
iudgements of God thꝛeatned in this caſe , and wont to enſue 


on them that bzeake and contemne his holy oꝛdinance and 


Lawe, is now pꝛepared againſt him and this whole Nation: 
pea, moze ſiercerthan it was in Davids time, when ſeuenty 
thyuſanddpedin the peſtilence. Neither hath he lound (as pet) 
by his wiſedome, hom to excuſe himſelle in this matter: noꝛ 
how to defend his innocencte : foz behold, it is neither the king 
though lo wiſe and royal, noz things in heauen, noꝛ them on 
the earth, noz any other power oz might whatſoeuer, that is 
able either to diſpence with this diuine Lawe, oz to beare the 
elleas of that celeſtiall wꝛath. 

| » Would. 3 
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his Solace; 


Woulde God,that King Solomons example conld be re- 1 
membzed ol all th that ſhall come after him, to be placed vpon on for pn: 
bis thzone, that in the middeſt of all thetr pzoſperity.they wold to remember 
thinke of aduerſity(as Iob did) with that reuerence andfeare Solomons ex- 
that they pꝛeſume not ſofarre to tempt the L o2de in the luſt of any and learn 
their eyes, the lult of their fleſh,andinthe truſf of their pꝛoper 509 auge, 
wiſedome, woꝛldlp policies, and high places: foz howſoruer ments. 
they be pꝛelerred, and aduanced, and do ſtand, yet ſhoulde they 
know themſelues to be but men, yea miſerable and fraile men 

in this life, ſubiea to whatſoeuer miſerp betideth other men: 

Wherein the Ring is no freer then the beggar, though pꝛefer 

red in his eſtate ropall, and the luſtie pong man is no moze re- 

ſpected then the olde man to whom crodked age is a continuall 

lickeneſſe ſuch is mans condition! foz this cauſe, men be well 

likened to the grafle in the field, and all their glozy, honour, 
wealth, wiſedome, beautp, and whatſoener els, wherby a man 

is adoꝛned in this woꝛld, andin the which hee delighteth, (as 

that which is mans, oz incident to his pleaſures in this life) is 

rightly likened to the flowers ol the graſſe in the fielde the 

which are by diuers occaſtons either withered oz altered in a 

very ſhoꝛt time, neither is any one herbe oz flower in the fielde 

mozefree from thoſe blaſtings x burnings, annoies and perrils, 

then any other in the ſame, not withſtanding that one beyonde 
the other, is in higher eſtimation and pꝛice among men. But as 

fo2 the Loꝛd our God, he is moſt mighty, euer the ſame with; 

out alteration oꝛ changes, al waies ſuflicitt, a reuenger oł them 

that diſhonour him, and a very conſuming fier to deuoure the 
vngodlp as the ſtuble from the face of the earth, hee is in his 
iudgements moſt iuſt, in his woꝛkes moſt perfect, in his wiſe- 

dome infinite, and in all thinges good loꝛ his ſaints, and gloꝛi - 

ous in himſelfe. This is he that ouerthꝛoweth man in offen- 

tes and compaſſeth him about with a net, wherein if ſinfull fob. 19. , 
man ſhsuld complaine of violence done vnto him, he ſhallnot 

be heard, and il he cry foꝛ helpe there is no ſentence to bee giuen 

foz him: he muſt abide his lot, and beare the iuſtice ol the Judga 

without hope of change oz alteration of the decree, vntill it bee 

his pleaſure vpon mans true repepentance to turne Juſtice in 
tomercy,and palne into peace. * All this ( anſweredthe Tow: 


miſhed by 
Solomon, 


Ludg. 6. zi. 


thoſe fins of 
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| being true can neither be denfed noꝛ diſſembled,but we wil wit- 


nes theſame, though to our ſozrow, becauſe it toucheth our 
Loꝛd the King. Hawbeit, we haue not kound that the holprelt- 
gion bath beene altered: but that the ſeruices ol Ichovah gur 
God and al his holy ſacrifices are continued in that houſe which 


p king had dedicated to that vſe:howſoeuer thoſe ſtrãge women 


haue in their apaſfacie turnedto their Idols againe, affected 
the ſuperſtitions of their ſeuerall nations and obtaine d, by the 
kings ſauour permiſſtõ, to vſe their olon religions within theſe 
his territozies and dominions. J grant (ſaid Zadoke) that our 
holy religion is pet pꝛeſerued in vze: howbeit, not without a 


„ »:doke tels manifeſt contempt, when ſuch as deride and diſdaine the ſame 
* chatrcligion ſhalbe both permitted and maintained in the open face ol the 
is much ble ging and his people. Could Dagon ſtand befoze the arke of 


God? Meuld Gedeon permit in his daies, that any man ſhold 
pleade Baals.cauſe2did our father Iacob ſuffer, that his wife 


1. Sam. 5. z. 344 Rachel ſhouid retaine with her Labans Images, oz that a- 


ny ol his ſonnes 02 family ſhould be polluted with any ſtrange 
Gods, when as they came to Bethel fo ſacrifice vnto Icho- 
vab;zandſhouldthen king Solomon not only permit thoſe ho2- 
rible Jdolatries and loathſome ſuperſtitions of Idols, but alſo 
exhibit them maintenance in theſame that follow ſuch thinges 
ſo neare the Temple and the holy Cittie of God? This thing 
is not hidden from the L oꝛd who ſeeth and wilbe auenged on 
the ſame. Powbeit,the King moſt vnhappily doting on thoſe 
pꝛofane women, his wiues and concubines, which are now re- 
uolted from the Loꝛd and his religion, and turned backe vnto 
their fathers and their Gods hath beene contented to conniue 
and beare with them in ſuch their abhominations euen beloꝛe 
bis face and in the open ſight of the Loꝛds people:pea,andra- 
ther then he would diuoꝛce them oz deny them, oꝛ repzoue them 
oꝛ cozrect them, oꝛ diſpleaſe them therein (as he might haue don 
and indeede ſhould haue done in this caſe) he hath both appoin 
ted and commaunded many great ſummes ol mony and 
treaſure to be paied and giuen fozth from his owne treaſurie 
both to the building of certaine houſes and places foz ſuch their 
Gods, and alſo ſoꝛ the daily maintenance of their ſeruices in 
vlame. Therof it is (beloꝛe al other things) that Ichovah his 

. God 
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his Solace. | 86 


God is p2 onoked, and waren angry with him, with vs and his 
people, and hath thereon not omitted to thzeaten him and vs 
with many mighty plagues and puniſhments, to enſe w, pea 
ſuch as neither he, we, noꝛ our poſteritie ſhalbe able to beare: 4 
thereof (as J vnderſt and) the Loꝛd hath lately ſpoken by his . 
pꝛophet and meſſenger vnto the Ring himſelfe: faping: Fozaſl- | 
much as this thing is done of thee, and thou haſt not kept mine i. King. 11. 11. 
appointment and my ſtatutes which J commanded thee: J will 
rent the kingdome from thee, and wil giue it to thy Seruant. 
Notwithſtanding in thy dapes J will not do it, becauſe of 
David thy Father: but 3 will take itfrom the hand ol thy 
ſonne. Howbeit, J will not take away all the kingdome, but 
will gine one Tribe to thy Sonne, becauſeof David my 
Seruant and becauſe of Ieruſalem, which J haue choſen. Now 
bere F call to remembꝛance what the Loꝛde our God hath re⸗ 
ſolued in ſuch a caſe, by the conſideration of his woꝛds once 
ſpoken to Eli the Pꝛieſt, in the daies ol our fudges,/ will worſbip i. Sam. z. 25. 
them ſaith he) that wor frip me: but they which deſpiſe me ſhall come 
to ſbame. Mozeouer J remember what the King himſeile hath 
ſaid in his wiſe Pꝛouerbs. Zhe turning away of the vmviſe ſhall 
haſten his owne deſtruction. And well J wot therefoze that of pto. 1. 3 2. 
all the creatures in the woꝛld, the impious and wicked perſon 
is molt vnhappp, that not only in reſpedt of his ſinnes and con- - 
dition o life, but in regard of his end and concluſion, koꝛ as the 
end ol much eating is ſicknes, the end of pleaſure is patne, the 
end ofthis life is death and coꝛruption:ſo the end of the Sinner 
is extreame anguich and miſerie both in this wozlde and alter 
his death. Foz being iuſtly ſequeſtred from the ſocietie ofthe 
Saintes, and ſo ſhut out from the diuine pꝛotection, he is, euen 
Whiles he liueth, moleſted with an vnquiet conſcience an aking 
heart feareful cogitations and dꝛeames and manp affiictions 
both ol body and mind, the hand ol God being ſtreatchedfo oꝛth 
againſt him from aboue, and the inſtrumentes of wꝛath to2- 
menting him lrom beneath: Finally, this life finiſhed, hee 
bꝛoples and toples in bitter toꝛmentes foz euer moze: In 
the which he map be compared fo thoſe flying fiſhes which be⸗ 
ing in the waters are perſecyted byother fiſhes foz their pzap,e - 
| ſpzinging-- 
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ſpꝛinging vp with their finnes into the aire,they are followed 
and deuoured of the coꝛmorants and Dea-meawes : oz to that 
bird which being on the ground is hunted by dogs, and flying 
aboue the earth is taken by the vultures:fo2 true it is that the 
man ol impietie and ſinne hath neither peace noz ſafety either 
in this wozld, oꝛ in the woꝛld to come. This thing the kings la- 
ther well knelo, and conſidered ol in the depth ol his heart:ther· 
foe when he was remembꝛed ol his tranſgreſſions and faults 
by Nat han and by Gad the Ls2des pꝛophets and meſſengers 
ts him in that reſpect, leeling the true ſenſe ol Gods angry coũ 
tenance iuſtly bent againſt him and his people foz the ſame, 
the perilous eſtate both ol himſelfe and his dominions, by and 
by(although a choſen, magnanimious, puiſſant and valorous 
minded ing) comming to anſwere befoze the higheſt God, hee 
ſodainlycaſt himlſelfe downe to the earth, as a baſe caitiffe, hee 
repented him of his ſinnes, and in the fearcfull agony of his al- 
llicted ſoule, he cried out / have ſinned! I haue ſinned: Mercy Lord 
mercyel no would he leaue off crying, and repenting, noꝛ any o- 
ther wiſe eſfeeme of himſelle then a.ſinfull, guilty and condem- 
ned wꝛetch, vntill he perceiued that the Loꝛd was willing to be 


aͤppeazed and ol his mercie, to turne his gratious face towards 


him as in times paſt: reſembling the bird of Paradiſe, which 
beeing taken in a ſnare is neuer quiet, nozleaueth crying and 
flittering till time he either dye oz be deliuered. And thus beho- 
veth it our Loꝛd the king, to eſteeme ofhimſelfe vnder thoſe 
his franſgreſſions, this to reſpect and the ſame to perfozme 
Which in this deſperate and dangerous caſe. is the beſt coumſail 
we may giue him foꝛ remedy and eaſe. Fozſurely, ſurely, God 
being thus pꝛouoked and that iuſtlip, he will not be appeazed, 
noꝛ will he ſurceaſe to ſtreatchfozth his hand ol iuſtice againſt 
him ſo offending, vntill that he meekly acknowlerge his offen · 
ces befoze him, repent, and ſeeke him with ſozrow and ſingle 
nes ol heart, as we mayſee in th examples of our fozefathers 
both in the wildernes vnder the conduct ol Moſes and Aaron 
and in this land vnder the gouernment of our wiſe and valiant 
Judges . Now (my Lo2ds)hereof is it, that Iehovah our 
God being moſt tuſtlydiſpleaſed with our Loꝛd the King, hee 
bath in iuſtice ſtirred vp and pꝛouoked againſt him (beũdes the 
ä | two 


fivo fo2mer enemies which much troubled him) that Terobo- 
am, who thirſting fo2 the ſoueraignity of Iſracl now elpectally 
oppoſeth himſelfe-in might and policie againſt the King. Net- 
 thermay wee thinke,but howſoeuer thoſe perfons (eſpecially 
leroboam) are malictonſipbent and pzotioked againſt the 
king and his gonernment, and do ol themſelues little reſpe& The kings e- 
o2 tonſider the pꝛouidence and woꝛking ol the wont high in this nemies are the 
his diſpleaſure that pet they be the very inſtruments and mi- ry inſttu- 
nifters of Gods iudgements, as thole other aduerſaries of I- „uf 2? Gods 
ſrael haue beene in the times paſt, againſt ourfathers, when red to vr che 
as they loꝛgetting God, did rebell againſt him and his holy ſer king and his 
vants: And therefoze the onely way to reſiſt them, is not the people. 
wiſedome, power, policie, oꝛ arme ot man, but the grace ol our | 
merciłull God, the which we mult ſeeke by godlp repentance x 
obtaine by faithfall pzater vnto God in the traſt of Mefl:ah 
vntill which time the K oꝛd will neuer beperſwaded to dzawin 
his hand which is ſtretched koꝛth. This the King bimlſelfe well 80 | 
knoweth,and therefozehets humbled on the ground he bewat- penetk. 
leth himſelle, hee weepeth. hee lamenteth, hee abandoneth the 
vaine things ofthis woꝛld, and he turneth himſelle both body 
and minde (as in the beſtſozf of pennance) vnto his God, who 
(I doubt not but) wilbe mercilull vnto him, as he was merciful 
vafo his father David when he ſo repenten. 
+ But pet in this interim, to the aggrauating ol the kinges 
griele it is fallen out oflate(whereof the King is alſo certified, 
foz what can be hidden ſrom his eyes) that when this fellow Ie 
roboham departed from Jeruſalem, the Pꝛophet Ahiah the 
Sylonite found him in the way hauing a new garment on him 
and they two being alone in the kield, the Pꝛophet caught that Tu. , _, 
new garment and rent it in twelue peeces, and ſaid to Icrobo- threatnech So- 
ham: Take vnto thee ten peecet: for thus ſaith the Lord God I. lomon to pu- 
ſrael, behold ] will rent the kingdome out of the handes of Jolumon, niſn bim for 
and will give ten tribes to thee, and thou ſhall raigne according 0 al, Tio I 
that my ſoule deſireth, aud ſhalt be King over 1/7acl. Againe Ii * 
for this offeuce which Solomon hath commuted, puniſb the [cede of 
David but not for ever. 1 
Nowthe conſideration ofthts (being added to the foꝛmer) 
hath cauſed the kings eies to falle thzough a 
| 0 8 


A : 


55 King Solomon 

vowels to ſ well his liner to be powzed out on the earth, and 
himſelle to ſwoone in the middeſt of his houſe. Neither ſhoulde 
we alſo, in the regard ol this his great ſoꝛrow, and the mile - 
ries imminent on him, on vs, and on the people, but werpe and 
bowle with bim, and repent, and cry to the L oꝛd loꝛ mercy. . - 


6 — . — 2 


Car. XXII. 
Zadols Reede is approved aud ſecunded tuuching the cauſe of 
K. Solomons trouble. And it is ſo recorded 


” 


t conſidered accozdinglyby the Lozds 

* aſſembled, Pꝛince Zabud the kings (a 

i 2 miliar friend anſwered. My Lo2d Za- 

dolce, J ſuppaſe, pe haue fully pierced 

tbe centre, and haue plainely reuealed 

S<D.) (though in ſecret vnto vs) the bighelt 

: @ canſe ol this ſo ſtrange metamoꝛpholls 

| and alteration ofthe king. Pour woꝛds 

fo graneand'rightreuerendly diſpoſed an this occaſion, wee al- 

low(as wel wozthie)and commend pour plaine manner of dea 

ling in this matter, though ol ſuch waight,foz howſoeuer it bee 

honourable to conceale the Ringes ſecrets (as my Loꝛde the 

Kings ſecretarie will conleſſe) yet in this caſe, 3 hold it neceſſa- 

rie that thoſe things bee manifeſted to vs of this aſſembly, no 

leſſe then it ſhalbe needfull that tbe ſickneſle and griefe ol the 

languiching patient with the cauſes thereofbee made knowen 

to the faithfull Phiſician, inho (at the leaſt)howſoener he may 

be able 62 not able to cure the malady, witnenertheleſſe extend 

bis good wil,endeuour his belt, and wich the patient health. 

And out of doubt, as ye haue ſaid,ſo map I ſap, what Jlike- 

Wwiſehaueobſexued(being ozdinarily ſo neere his grace, as any 

one els in his Court) that he hath hadvery lately a meſſage 
e 


OY He ſoꝛmer ſpeeches being well heard 
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tent bim from God, containing both a ſha rpe repꝛehenſlon and 

- afearefull commination. The meſſage was therefoze irkſome 
to him: loꝛ whomay but baſh, when God repzooueth him? 

and who ſhould not fremble at the ſentence of puniſhment 2 
The rep2oofe toucheth to the quicke: but the thzeatedawn= ⸗ 
teth the guiltie conſcience : foz as the one argueth a diſplea- 
ſure loꝛ a fault committed: ſo the other awardcth indge- 
ment foz the ſame. But pet what the very cauſe thereof- 
was, J could not vnderſtand vntill now, loꝛ pe haue ſaid it 

to be (beſides all other canlſes) the bigh diſpleaſure of God 
iuſtly conceiued againſt the King and his people, foz that 
the King hath, contrary to the diuinelaw, multiplyed wines 
to himſelfe in a great number: that he hath alſo combined 
himſelle with ſtrange Women, yea, ſuch as are ſtrangers in 
Religion to vs: and that by their ſocietie and femptations, 
bs hath beene allured and turned his hart from Ichovah his 
God, then the which (alas) what can be moꝛe repzehenſible, 
hoꝛrible and fearefull.* The Ring himſelle (ſaidZadok) will 85 
not, at the leaſt, he ſhould not diſſemble this matter: fo2 the PR 3 1 
Prophet. who bzought bim this Embaſſady from God, de- vharche pre, 
linered it not in a coꝛner, noz faggered he fo tell it to the pher ſaid to K. 
K ings face, and that with wonderfull audacitie. Foz fo God Solomon. 
commaunded him to doe, and neither to feare, noz diſſemble, - 
no2 conceale any thing of that be bad in charge, and he had 
his authoꝛitie and power then from God, which emboldned 
him. Therefoze the holy Pꝛophets whom God authozilethand Th. poldneto ft 
ſendeth fozth into the woꝛld, ſetting God befs2e their eyes and che prophers. 
their duty, nothing dꝛead the faces ol moꝛtall men in their holy 
miniſtry and ſeruice, vnto whoſe aſpect the greateſt potentates 
ol the earth, which feare not the Loꝛd ol heauen, appeare but as 
ſauage beaſts o2 baſe things that perriſh, howſoener gloztous 
they ſeeme to the conceits of pꝛophane men. So the Pꝛophet 
beholding the King charged him, and ſaid without feare, that 
he had tranſgreſſed and not obſerned that which firſt David 
the Rings father receined from the Loꝛd and had giuen him in 
charge to perfoꝛme:noꝛ that which Ichovah his God ( appea - 
ring to him at two ſundꝛy times) willed him to obſerue r keepe 


as he was willing to enioy and retaine his — — 
Y | dowen 
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dowed vnder the ſafe wings of his pꝛotection, poſleſſe the peace 
both of mind and body and thencefo2th pꝛoſper in his place. M. 
Recorder, pe know well where the woꝛds be recoꝛded. J pzay 
pou to turne euer the Annales till yee finde the place and then 
let vs heare the woꝛdes read openly befoze vs all, that we may 
the better conſider,and compare the ſame with the Kings dea- 
lings, foz thus muſt one thing beeconſidered with another, if 
wethinke to vnderſtand that which we deſier, and fo effec 
the thing which to our duty belongeth. * J am here ready 
(ſaid Ichoſophat the Recorder) and J know very wel where 

his matter lyveth w2itten. Oh bow netelſary and pꝛofitable is 


een me, ſay- 
uy 
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his Solace, 89 
of men & with the plagues of the childrenof men: bim my mercy 

' ſhall not depart away from him, as I tooke it ſrom Saul, whome 1 

have put away beforethee, And thine honſe ſbalbe eſtabliſhed, 

thy kingdome for ever, before thee, even thy throne ſhalbe eſtabliſb- 

ed for cver. x After this J find it recoꝛded againe, that the L oꝛd 

appeared in Gibeon fo King Solomon in a dꝛeame by 

night. Mhiles he pet walkedin the oꝛdinances and waies of 

David his Father. And the Lo2d ſaid. A5ke har I ball give thee 

& the King ſaid: Thou haſt ſnewed unto thy ſervant David myſa 

ther great mercy hen he walked before thee in truth, iu righteouſ» 1. King. 3.52 


nes & in plainnes of heart with thee: And thou haſt kept for hmm 5 _— 


this great mercy,that thou haſt give him a ſon to ſit on his ſeat, as it i God. 

come to paſſe rhis day. Aud nom, O Lord my od, it is thou that ha#? 

made thy ſervant King in ſteed of David my Father: Aud I am but 

Jong & wot not how to go out & in,e And thy ſervãt is inthe nnadeſt 

of thy people, which thou haſt choſen: & verilythe people are ſo mas > 
n that they cannot be tolde nornumbredfor multituae:Groe ther- Rk” te 
fore thy jervant an vuderſtandmng heart to nage thy people, that 1 : 9 
may diſcerne betweene good & evull. For who is able to iudge this 
ſo mighty a people. And this pleaſed the Loꝛd well, that Solomõ 

had deſired this thing. Therefoze God ſaid vnto him, Becauſe 

thou haſt aſked this thing, & haſt not asked for ti ſelfe long life, 

neither hall ached riches for thy ſelfe, uor halt ached the hfe of 

thine ene mies: but haſt acked for thy ſelfe vnderſtadiug. & diſcretion 

n mdgement:beheld, I have done according to thy wordes. Lo, 1 

have giventhee a wiſe & vnderſtading beart, ſo that there hath he Lorde 
becne none like thee before thee,nenher after thee (hull any ariſe like granted him 
vnto thee, And I have give thee that which thou haſt not acked,evt bis requeſt, & 
riches & honour: ſo that there ſhalbe no King like vnto thee in al thy eren, of 
dates. * And if thou wilt walke in my waies to keep mine ordmances ee, 

& my commandements as thy father David did walbę, I wilprolog 

thy dayes, &c. Againe J find it recoꝛdedthat when the king had 

builded the Temple, and had pꝛaped to the Loꝛd, that it would 

pleaſe him to ſanctifp the ſame fo2 his name gc. The Lozdeap- _ | 
peared vnto him the ſecondtime and ſaid I bave heard thy praier · King 9. 2. 

& thine interceſſion that thou haſt made before mee. For] have 
hallowed this houſe which thou haſt built to put my name there for 
O cd er 


* 
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| King Solomon PO 
ever. And if thou wilt walks before mee, as David thy father wal. 
led in purenes of heart & in righteouſnes, to do all that I have com- 
manded thee, &. wilt keepe wy ſtatutes & my lawes:then will I HA. 
bliſh the feate of thy kingdome wpon Iſrael for ever, as I have pro- 
miſed to David thy cher faying-Thes ſhalt not be without a man 
_ vpon the ſeate of Iſrael. | | | 
5 — — 40 pl Zadok)ye ſeehow gratfoustheLozdour God hath 
ous the Lord ſhewed himſelle to the Ring, and by him vnto the people of [ 
hath beene to ſrael whomthe Loꝛd hath choſen, and to whome therefoze it 
Solomon and vas his pleaſure to giue vsſuch a King(as the Queen ol Saba 


his people. 


. King. 10. in the due conſideration thereofſaid)fo2 godly kings are adoz- 
To = end ned, and giuen ofthe 1 92de,fo2 the pꝛoſperitp and peace ofthem 
. God giveth' whome his grace loueth. And as by him they raigne, ſo is hee 
2006 princes. « cgrefull to defend them from euil, and to leade themfoozth in all 
goodnes by his wiſedome and pꝛouidence. Moꝛeoner this is 
an eſpeciall grace of God beſtowed on ſuch Pzince s. Foz 
without this, the wiſeſt man liuing can neither follow the 
good noꝛ eſche w the euill in this flattering andguilefull wozld. 
But read on gentle Ichoſophat: Js there not ſomwhat 
els? Yes (quod Ichoſophat) __ thus the Lode as on the 
inati - CONfrarypart But f ye & your children turne away from me, G- 
3 4 5 will not = my = e & my ſlatutes, which ] have ſet 
ſtates and dif before you, but go &. ſerd e other Gods & worſhip the m: then will 
obe dient. weed Iſrael out F the land which I have given them, & this houſe 
King. 9.6. which I have hallowedfor my name will I caſt out of my ſight, & I- 
ſrael halbe a proverb & fable among a ll nations: & this houſe all 
be takeaway: ſo that everyone that paſſeth by it ſhalbe aſtomſbed & 
ſhal beſſetes they ſhal ſay why hath the Lord don thus unto this land 
& to his houſe? & they ſhal anſwere:becauſe they forſooke the Lord 
their God which brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, & 
have taken hold upon other Gods,&- have worſhipped them and ſer-" 
ved them: therefore haththe Lorde brought vpon them all 
this evill, Then aunſwered Zadoke, pe haue reade e- 
nough of this Argument. Loe, (mp Lo2des) as in the 
foʒmer member, the Lo2de bath declared his diuine loue and 
great mercies both to the King and his people, and generally ta 
allthem that belieue inhim and walk in his wales, ſo in this lat⸗ 
ter 


his Solace. 90 
ter, he ſheweth bow much he hateth and :*vhozreth them that 
apoſtate from him, follow after other gods, and bee diſobedient 
/vnto bis will. Fo2 the Lo2d is a iealous God viſiting the ſing £x09-:e. 
of the fathers vpon the childꝛen vnto the third and fourth gene- 
ration of them that hate him: Foz hee cannot ſuffer oꝛ abide 
fnneandiniquity(as both Moſes and Iob haue trulp teſtified) 
ſeeing that the committing of a ſinne is a pꝛoude tontempt of 
his law:neither wil he winke at the vngodly in their iniquities 
being ſuch as depart from him and ſet his commandements at 
nought. Thereloꝛe be doth neither in loue reſpect them ,noz in 
mercy regard them:but as a Judge inexoꝛable and a Loꝛdmoſt 
righteous, he deteſteth their waies, beateth them with afflicti- 
ons, reietteth them, caſteth them downe and deſtropeth them, 5 
yea be they neuer ſo wiſe, wealthy royal, famous, ſtrong, and 4 
gloꝛious, he will(notipithffanding) ſpeake to them in wꝛath ,, . Ws 
and vex them in diſpleaſure, he hall beate them with a rod of 
iron, and teare them in peeces as a potters vellell. | 
Note this pe that haue taſted of the goodnes of the Lo2d a, dmon iti- 
in the aboundance ol his mercies, and take heede that penet- on not to de- 
ther turne away from him, noꝛ diſobey him, no2 fozget him, bart nor forge: 
vnmindlull of your duties, elt peraduenture befoze be giue you 72% __ 
true repentance, he ſodainly come vpon pou as a theefe in the ne 
night, and all to teare pou as a ramping Lyon, and there bee 
none found to reſcue oꝝ deliuer you, either is it good that any 
man ſhould pꝛeſume on this that God hath pet beene mercifull 
in the end, and bath gratioully pardoned one oꝛ moze that haue 
ſo ſinned and offended his maieſty, when they haue repented: 
-foz as godly Repentance is not in the wil and power of man: 
but is the guift and wozke of God, on them onelp whichbee 1s Againſt pre- 
well willing to pardon andreceiue again by repentance:ſo whocumpiion. 
is hee that knoweth (when he pꝛeſumeth to ſinne in hope of 
mercp) whether it ſhalbe Gods pleaſure to giue him repentãce 
and to receive him tomercy yea oꝛ no? Was not this the de- 
firuction of Cain the ſonne of Adam? Becauſe hee had ſeene 
the Loꝛds great mercy on his parentes, which were pardoned 
in the pzomiſed Seed, he pꝛeſumed on the ſame and murthered 
dis bzother:pea albeit the qo in iuſtice did both * 
2 
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King Solomon 


and indge bim: pot => ſalde : But it mine iuiquitie more 1 

that it may bee forgiven 2 Meuertheleſſe the Lo2de ca him 

foozth hn the vpper face of the earth a ſugitiue and 

vagabonde, and in the ende reco mpenced him loz his 
others blond. This was alſo the ſinne and onerthzow- 

$.Sam. 15.9.19 of Saul whome God caſt awap 36 David: Fo2 nof- 

withſtanding the Lozdes commaundement given him a- 

gainſt Agag and the Amalckites , hee pꝛeſumed to pꝛe- 

ſerue that which was by the diuine decree pꝛepared to the 

ſwozde , the rather to content his couetous minde, think⸗ 

ing that pet the Lozde woulde haue diſpenſed wich him, 
aud winked at bis folly . But Samuel ſaide hee was a | 
foole , in that hee tranſgreſſed the wozd of the Lozde | 
and that therefoze his kingdome ſhoulde bee ta- | 
| | ken from him and ginen to another. In this 
Num, 22.28. ſinne offended Baal am, and was both repꝛo- 
ned ol his owne Alle, and afterwards 
deſtroyed among the Lozdes. ene 
mies. Moꝛthily therefoze did 
the Kinges Father pzap 
vnto God, te keepe him 
from "=p 


(e's. 
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Azariahtelleth of the kings ingratited 10 Cad. The Lordes 
cou 7 ell and conſent that praier be made for the king:thut 
the beſt be conſtrued of him and that his wordes be ne- 

vertheleſſe worthy both the colleclian and prgſervation, 


— 


| e Adoke bauing thus conſidered and ad- 
e vieed, to diCwade al other men from pꝛe⸗ 
o o | ſumptuous ſinnes, and ſo lrom deffruct- 
ion: Azariah the chiefe Pzince anſwered 
and ſaid: Ne haue right wel ſaid(moſt re⸗ 
NN verend Father) and ſemblably remem⸗ 
. Sos bzed the woꝛds ſo wozthilp recozded.Dh 
that the King had well obſerued and kept thoſe holy comman- 
dements and walked in the waies ofthe Loꝛde, as did David 
his father, and as himlelfe at the firſt did, fo the glozy of God 
andthe inſtruction and peace of his people ! then had it beene 
well loꝛ himſelle and p2ofitable foz vs all, foꝛ they that obſerue 
this, want no manner of thing that good is. But the contrary Deu. 
perpetrated and wzoaght, and now at length reuealed, the 
feareful wꝛath of God appeareth, © his hand is already ſtretch- 
ed foo2th:netther is there found a man to ſtand vp in the gap 
(as ſometimes Moſes did with our fathers, and as Is, David 
did in his time fo2 vs) to paciſp this deadly ire, that wee periſh 
not. Foꝛ as there is no ſafe contending with the Lozd, ſo are 
we not able to anſwere him one fo2 athouſand. And this is 
ſuch a griele vnto the Ring as will ſticke by him in the bone 
faſter then that we ſhalbe able to remoue it. Foz as they which 
bane once ſurfeited with pleaſant meates, are thereby occaſts- | 
ned fo be grieued and to lament the ſame ſome long time ther- 50. 75 
after, (though at the pꝛeſent they think themlelues neuer ther · 
of ſatiſfied):\o the Ring hath in theſe pleaſures and the deſires 


of his fleth ſo glutted himſelle (as it is apparant, to vs now) 7 
O 3 ee 


gala andremem- 


| King Solomon 

be hath therebpnot only pzonoked God to anger, but allo quite 
ſpoiled the right conffifution of his health. He may therfoze alas 

with Eſau lament, but foo late and ſay,as we haue heard him 
tell ol the vngodly,Ye have over wearied our ſelves in the way of 
dieſtructiõ: what good hath our great pleaſures brought unto ws &c. 

Sap. 5. 7. But 3 pꝛap you (right noble Ichoſophar)let this alſo be wꝛit 
It vas Gods ten and retoꝛded lo them that come after, in ſuch manner and 
N foꝛme as the moſt reuerend Father Zado ke, hath befozedecla- 
1 n as the led it, J meane touching this laſt and greateſt cauſe of the 
voertues of hi: kings ſoꝛrow, which commeth of the diſpleaſure of God towards 
* childien ſhold 5% by reaſon ef his heinous offences, ànd abouethem all. fo2 that 
be recorded þ, turned «way his heart from God in thſe his elder dier. x At 


| * brcg dor che thalbedone(ſaid Iehoſophat) wtthal ſpeede andfidelitie. And 


pobcrity, pet (as we ſee) the king hath ſomwhat declined from the com- 
Ichoſophat, mon courſe of men in this woꝛld. Foꝛ the greater part of them 
in their pouth are wanton, litentious, addicted to diuers vaine 

luſts, and little regard the power of God and the holy religion 

the which they eſteeme a thing only incident to old age, where. 

in men be mote contemplatiue, and pet nenertheleſſe, wee alſg 

ſee, that of them there be ſome, which in thend are reclaimed, 

do repent, come home and lerue the L oꝛd and ſo are moꝛe relt- 

gious in their mans eſtate, oꝛ rather in theiv old age, then euer 

they were in the dates ol their pouth. But tie R. in all the time 

Eccles.12.%- ol his youth (being vnder the education and nur tour ol his la- 
| ther David, of Bethſabe his mother, and of Nathan the Pꝛo- 
phet) did weill remember his maker, and ther by behaued him- 
ſelle in all things moſt wozthilp, He was a graue wiſe man e- 
ven in his pong peeres, foꝛ he hearkened to his father when hee 
taught him, and to his mother when ſhee ſchooled him, and to 
wiſedome when ſhe directed him. Oh hol wiſe was bee in his 
pouth!filled with heauenlp vnderſtanding, as with a flood, his 
minde couered the whole earth and filled it with graue 4darke 
ſentences, his name went abꝛode in the Jles and fo2 his peace 
he was wellbeloned. The countries meruatled at him fo2 his 
ſongs pꝛouerbs, ſimilitudes and interpꝛetations. y vᷣ̊ name of 
wr example of the Lord God, which is called the God of Iſrael, hee gathered 
ocatiradets» Sold as Tin, and had ſomuch Siluer asLead. Althisnotwith 
God after his fanding as it hath been with great grief declared by the moſt 
large guiſts, Teuerend father:ſo muſt it be allo recozdedhere bymee, — 
| cannor. 


Eecles. 47. 14 


his 8 Slice - | 
tamot diſſemble it 02 paſſe if oner)that he Ning hath bowed bis 
loines unto wome aud hath been overcome by his ly aud turned 4 
way his heart fromthe Lard. And therein ſhall appeare to all pa- 
ſcerities a moſt notable example of the kings ingratitude = 
diſobedience against God,andtherewithall,a ſearefull example 
of the diuine iudgements to teach all others to take heede how 
they loꝛget God and anger him with diſabedience after all bis 
large bounttes towards them. Foz beſides the examples ol the 
Elephants, Stoꝛks, and other beaſts and birds without reaſon 
the earth whichhathnoſenſe, ſhall woꝛthily condemne him. 
Foz the verp earth receiuing good ſeede of the ſowers 
band, peeldes him againe in recompence and token ofthank. 
fulnes,a'farre greater quantitie, as ſome thirty, ſome ſixty, ſs 
an hundꝛed fold: teaching both how ready men ſhould be to re- 
quite benefites receiued, il they may vo it without iniurp. eſpe- 
cially how thankfull to God, ot whole hand they haue receiued 
both life and liuing and alſo to fly that menſtrous ſinne of vn- 
kindnes:then the which no ſinne can be greater, ſoꝛ within it, is 
compzehended euery other fin whatſo euer, either againſt God 
oꝛʒ man, either to giue oz not to giue, it is in a mans owne po- 
wer:but to recompente oz requite a good turne it is ol duty re⸗ 
quired. And there where power oz habilitie wanteth, a good 
— is accepted. Dh God!how many graces, bleſſings and 
wealthy gifts hath the kings grace receiued oĩ the L oꝛds hand! 
neuer king had the like beloꝛe him and it is ſaid (which wee be⸗ 
liene)there ſhall neuer anp ſucceede him comparable to him 
in all theſe things. Therfozeſhoulde his thankfulnes to God 
baue been greater,s far abouealthereft. Foz of him fo whom 
much is giuen, is much required. Againe ſhallnot the paine of 
ſuch vnkindnes exceede the puniſhment of othersꝛit is much to 
bee feared; and the mighty ſhall bee mightelp tozmented. 
Wherefoze the King vnderſtanding this, is right fozrow- 


full in bis ſoule : Neither can wee bee merry and glad zaqoke yet 


as wee haue beene ſometimes in the floziſhing happy dates f ? 
and pꝛoſperitye of our King, * Then Zadoke the bigb 


whome wee 


Pꝛieſt ( whome foꝛ his grauitie all the Lozdes did reuerence ern 
and (03 his wiſedome they * gladlp ** replied againe d emne as a 


reprobate. 


King Solomon # 

againe and ſaide. + Yet may we not ſo condemne the king; 
| as it hee were vtterly caſt out ofthe fauour of God, foz tru⸗ 
The King i: ly hee erpꝛeſſeth great tokens ol repentance euerp day. The 
but a man & ing is excellent wile hut pet the king is a man, neither is a 
hathimpe'i©” man ſo perfect in tei ie hut that not onely bee hath infirms- 
firmities ties, but alſomanp imperfections. Yea as the faireſt day hath - 
his cloude, the ſweeteſt hony a pꝛick, and the ſineſt wheat his 
bꝛanne:ſo hath the beſt man liuing on this earth his falland 
fault. But this J confeſſe, that ſeldom there hath bin leene in ſo 
wiſe and holy a manu. ſo foule a lault:and I eſteeme the fault ſo 
1 much the moꝛe, by how much the king was wiſe and excellent. 
# little _ befoze others. Fo2 as 5̊ leaſt blemiſh wil appeare in the faireſt 
arb late, ſo a little fault ſhalbe eſteemed much in a wiſeman,How- 
— man uch moꝛe this monſtrous ſinne, in the wiſeſt ol all men, 
which hath his eyes in his head to koꝛeſee and to pꝛeuent dan · 
gers then, when the foole runneth foozth without knowledge 
to his own ſhame and conluſion? Surely the King hath been in 
Accaveat. , yntoallothermen,how wile, pꝛudent, oꝛ politine ſoeuer they 
bee, and a caueat foz them to beware they fall not, then ohen 
they thinke themſelnes to ſtand molt alluredly. Foz ſeturitie is 
a deceiffull hagge, and will caſt men ſodainly into dangers, whẽ 


Security. , they imagine themſelues moſtſafe and ure. * Indeede (laid the 
. Pꝛinces) this thing being ſo indiſcreetly handled by ſo wile a 
Kinges fault, King, wilbe an exceeding blot to his honour, aſclander to the 


holp — — to his Pꝛinces, a plague to his people, 
e 


an encourage ment to his enemies, and an euill example loꝛ the 
poſteritie, and pet it ſhalbe (as it is conuenient ) in the Recozd- 
lelt vnto them. Foz we map not be foũd falſe witneſſes therin. 
Alas, that euer we ſhould with theſe our eyes behold ſuch ab- 
hominations, with theſe our eares heare ſuch enill repozts, £ 
Idole telle: With our hearts feare in theſe dapes ol luch thinges as are 
ckat the King thꝛeatned and like to fall on vs ö 
is conttite and Howbeit(ſaid Zadoke) there is fome hope in that Jper- 
{ory for his fins ceine the king doth not only feel in his heart the ſeuerity of the 
ieh. diuine wth r lozeſeeth the miſery that is thꝛeatned 4 thereof 
is ſozowfnll: but alſo knowing what is beit to bee done 


this wonderfully ouertaken. An example ol mans tnſecuritie 
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his Solace: 93 
(as bis father David did, when he had ſinned and was rep;o- 
ned by the P2ophet) hee is wonderfull contrite and grieued 
in heart foꝛ his ſinnes, which he now hateth and condemneth 


in bimlelle: hee is humbled on the earth , and couered with 
ſack-cioth and aſhes: hee make s ſtrange confeſſions 
of his life and behautour. Hee adadoneth allthe delights of 


the wozlde, which hee eſteemeth and calleth vaine, andbence- 

foozth doth aſſay to dedicate htmſelfe anew vnto the Lo2de his 

God, againſt whom he hath faulted. And as hee hath taught, 

that the inſt man falleth ſeuen times in the dap and riſeth a- 

gaine: ſo hee knoweth that his onelp wap to riſe, is by laith · 

full repentance, the which the Loꝛde hath pꝛomiſed to pꝛelerue. 

keepe in ſtoꝛe and to giue vnto them that bee his choſen, that 

thereby they map paſſe vnto his hill inſafctie, howſoeuer the 

- duerſary hath beſet them and battered their faith with inne, 

- andtherebp occaſioned them to be beaten with the rod ol men, 

which is yet ſo neceſlarp in them that fall, that thcrefoze they 

ſhould not be aſhamed to repent, but aſhamed fo ſinne. Neither 

doth the king deſpaire of mercie. * Loꝛde God, (ſayd Benaiah) 

and couldit be, that ſo wiſe a perſon ſhould ſo fall? Pap it bee B n ah. 
lawfullfoz vs to inueſtigate the cauſes: of this thing? It 

bath beene alreadpſapd (anſwered Zadolo that the king was - 
pet but a man. J hee had been God (as hee is not) he would eh eclletk. 
not baue fallen in this ſozt. Other cauſes of this declinationin the lings fal. 
the king. are knowne onelyto the Loꝛde, who wil hereafter 

J doubt not) aiſo reueale theſame in the due time. And pet it 

map be, hoboſoeuer wee haue cleared our ſelues of all heynous 

crimes and offences, both againſt God t the king in thole our 1 : 
owne conceits, that the cauſe of the kings fall hath riſen part⸗ gane uche 
lyfromſome of vs: partly by fomethingcommitted in and d- people are the 
mong the people, in whom are oftentimes found that which cauſe ofthe 
pꝛouoketh theLozde in diſpleaſure to take away thoſe bleſſings trouble and 
which in bis louing mercies be had beſtolved on them, and ſo 2/254: of heir 
ſuch kings and Pzincesby and vnder whoſe gouernment ther 
haue, and might hau inioped long peace and pꝛoſperitie. 
But koꝛ this time, let Lin all ſobzietie teaſe to learch after 

thoſe hidden things too turioully, remembzing that the king 


himſelle lately aduiſed: Search not out the things which are "_ 
| | thy» 


| King Solomon 
thy reach and capacitie. And let vs commit this with the ſuc⸗ 
ceſſe therol vnto God, whohath appointed theſe and all things 
elle to ſucceed and come to paſſe by his Providence, after his 
- owne will, foz his glozte, and the good of his choſen , howſo- 
uer it appeareth vnto vs, that the King hath therein offen- 
IM. ded, and in whatſeener ſoꝛte they appeare vnto men. And let 
"IT vs haue a chiele care, that out Willes bee made andconfoz- 
Praye for the med here in earth to his will in heauen in all things. Further⸗ 
= 3 <q. gov moꝛe, as we be bound both by the law of Godand a good con- 
1 - ty well of ſcience, let vs neither foꝛget noꝛ omit to pzap, and make in- 
RT * terteſſion vntoGodfoz the King, both daily and hourely, and 
therewith both commaund x excite the Congregation 4 people 
to doe the like. It map be the Loꝛde our God well heare vs, 
andbemercifull. Let vs alſo ſpeake well, and the beſt of the 
King, euen in our pꝛiuy chambers; and wiſh him good in car 
bearts : andſsmuch the ſooner, becauſehce is the Loꝛdes an- 
nointed, and at this pzeſent ſetteth not himſelle in wickednelle, 
noz maketh a mocke of Religion and good admonttion as did 
Pharaoh when hee ſaide : ho it the Lord? 82 as thoſe vigod- 
ly, which ieſt and contemne coꝛrection, and haue a delight in 
their ſinnes, But rather he is contented to heare, to bee ruled, 
1 70 to be reclaymed and to be directed by the wiledome ol that di- 
Telomon kack bine Bpirite as (himteile hath lapd) the wiſe-man is wont 
declared many to doe. Andtherein (as vnto vs it appeareth) hee hath expꝛeſ- 
arguments ot ſed many arguments ol a true repentant heart both in his 
His reperance. geſture and manner of life. Neither are his dermons, woꝛds 
and ſpeaches to be neglected oz foꝛgotten: being right woꝛthy 
the noting, obſeruation and memoꝛie of all men. Foz as they 
ſauour of the holy ſpirit:ſo are thep vttered with ſuch wiledom, 
diſcretion, grauitie and deepe affects of the ſoule vpon this oc- 
taſion, that they dae not onely argue, and declare the Kings 
true repentance : but ſhall alſo teach, inſtruct, admoniſh and 
mooue the heartes of all Gods people to feare God and ſerue 
him with reverence, and therefoze (all be right pzofitable foz 
DOPE Am the holy Congregation and wozthy pꝛeſeruation foz all poſte- 
0% and kilies. Let vs therefoze call thoſe his Wordes, and /ermons, 
ſermons are into remembꝛance, let vs collect and wꝛite them in a Booke, 
mecte to bee and let vs (after our power) canſerue themoz ſome part of 
. ; them 
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them in the ſacred Regiſter among other the kings wile para · collected and 
bles, Pꝛouerbs, graue ſenfences, Pꝛopheſies, and holy ſongs preierued. 
Let vs neither defraude the King ol that he bath deſerued, noꝛ 
withhold fromthe holy Congregation, that which to the ſame 
belongeth, noꝛ appeare negligent in our dutie to bee perfoꝛmed 
to either of them. And as in this, wee ſhall ſerue the Lozde, 
honour our King, andbenefite the Church: ſo by thoſe his 
wordt and /ermons(being thus exemplified) he ſhall be moze 
commended and pzapſedof the Saints, then by the wozldlp | 
glozy of his hzone :no leſſe wiſe then thoſe wile Pzinces, 
Patriarks, Sages + Seers, which are much moze eſleemed 
foz their graue ſapings, woꝛds x wzitings.theneralted fo; their 
great conqueſts and woꝛldly riches. * Then ſaid Elioreph the — the 
kings Hotarte, right wozthily ſpoken (reuerend father)foz in · 
deed the woꝛds of the king are ſuch as are in all things conlo· 
nant to the veritie, and ſhall witneſſe foz euer the kings cotritt- 
on and true conuerſion vnto Iehovah his God after his ſinne 
committed. Pozeouer, they ſhall be pꝛeached as fruiteſull and 
godly / er mont in the Church, to teach, admoniſh, exhozt, re- 
fozme, confo2me. comfozt æ inſtruct them that come after vs 
in the feare of God and the obſeruation of his Lawes, the 
which is (as the Ring hath often and yet dayly teacheth) that Eccles 12. 
which chie lly appertaineth to euer y man, and is required ol all 
men that liue in this wozld : Therefoze my ſelle with the con · 
uenient help of Ahia my fellow Netary,and with the aduiſe ol 
my Lo2d the kings Recorder, will gladly endeuour this thing 

to etfect, In the Name of God, whom we beſcech to 

| tooke vpon the King, and vpon his people 

in the aboundance of his 

louing mercies. 


King Solomon 


Car. XX III. 


Obiectious, and exceptions gaiuſt Solomon and his words 
and deedes, the which the Princes endeuour to defend. 


ter that the whole aſſembly of king 
| (1 ©_5. Solomons Lo2ds, were thus dilpoſed 
and agreed in counſaile, that the kings 


V of, and kept in the holy Regiſter among 
onuments ofthe Church (as it is befoze de- 
_ prieſt, clared) Abiather,which ſometimes had miniſtred befoze the 
| king, inthe ſteede of Zadok, ſtood feo2th, and obtected fo the 
' Obie&ions a. decree, after this manner. But (my Lo2ds all ſaid hee): J 
gainſtSolo- ammuch afraid of this, that manyin the poſteritie will the 
mon and his leffe eſteeme, oz at the leaſt doubt. of ſome other things, which 
words. are noted in the holy Regiffer, when vnto the ſame wee ſhall 
adde and combine (as of equall authozitie) thoſe matters of 
the king, the reuerence ol whoſe perſon, and the authozitte 
of whoſe Words, J haue (euen with theſe mine eares) heard 
ſome wiſe-men to call into .queſtton : and whereof they are 
wont to ſap to them that commend the king and his woꝛdes: 
get praiſe not the unworthy becauſe of his riches : nor his wordes 
by reaſon of his wealth : Is not a green apple tree bearing fruit, bet- 
ter then the dry Cedar of Lybanus Hing on the ground? & is nota 
living dogge preferred before à dead lyon ? and what is that 
perſonto 2 eſteemed, or his words regarded, which hath diſtained 
hit wiſedome with fooliſhneſſe, and polluted his honor with vngod- 
lineſſe. Foꝛ truelp, as when women deck themſelues, they en- 
deuoꝛ to chooſe the belt glaſſes and caſt away others which are 
polluted oz deceitful; and as fchollers to waite doe ſet —_ 
| them 
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thein nof ragged, buf plaine andperfite coptes fo learne by: 
ſo in the Church, oꝛ in the Common-wealth, ſhoald onely 
thoſe examples bee pꝛopoſed fo2 imitation and inſtruction, 
which are the holy deedes of wozthp men. And as that 
wozke is molt pꝛaiſe-woꝛthy in the which both the Arte 
commendeth the matter, and the r the Arte: ſo thoſe 7. perl 
Sermons and wordes are alwapes meete the confer- on 91 ho a 
uation and obſcruation, where the wozthmeſſe of the per ⸗ !on ſhould 
ſon commendeth the Moꝛdes, and the wiſedome of the ine with his 
wozds commendeth the wozthineſſe of the perſon, Neither 
ſhould wee pꝛaiſe that foo much, which is polluted in part, 
leſt vnhapptly the vnwiſe that knoweth not to put diffe⸗ 
rence bet weene the good and the euill, will take and vſe as well 
the one as the other: fo2 although the wiſe and pꝛudent 
are wont to make choiſe of the waters whereofthey dꝛinke, 
knowing that all Fountaines are not of one goodneſs, 
operation, and vſe - pea, and be as the Bees which make ho- 
ny (and not poiſon) of euery herbe: pet thefooliſh which can 
not diſcerne oꝛ make difference of things, will bee ready 
to take thoſe waters which bꝛeede fury and madneſſe, and 
pzocure death, and with the Spider will make potſon of 
the ſweeteſt flowers, It may bee, that ſome of pou (my 
Lo2des) thinke, as J haue ſapde, would pee bee as plaine 
and ſimple-to-deliner it foo2th as J am. What ſap pee 
to that which J haue objected? 
Then ſtoode foozth the mock renerende Father, and nagel anfrer 
as the mouth of them all (taz they all willed him togiue . 
an anſwere) hee ſpake and ſapde. By your leaue, Abia- / biachers ob- 
ther: As hee that commendeth another but ſparinglp, ſee- iection. 
meth to want his owne pꝛapſe: ſo they that contemne ON 
bother men raſhly, ſeeme to enuie their happineſfe- And 
truely as the ſlouthfull dogges doe barke at euery one whom 
= know not, whether hee bee friendeo2 foe to their ma⸗ 
: ſo there bee certaine ignoꝛant perſons, which carpe 
at at all that themſelues vnderſtand not, bee it neuer ſo ex 
cellent and good. Againe , there bee many vncharmed Vncharmed ' 
tongues, which vſe to ſpeake euill of that which they know *onguce. 
well to bee gogp. : 


- King Solomon 
Theſe wil contemne the hony together with the picks : they 
155 will condemne true men, becauſe there be ſome theeues t they 
Haters of chat diſlike al things in reſpect ofthe fault of ſome things. Chere be 
Vͤ tich is good. others, which beareenill will at Zion, and therfoze blaſpheme 


SE |. the holy religion of the childꝛen of Zion: neither are any of 
Envious per · theſe diſpoſed(vpon occaſio)to yeeld the due either to God,oz to 
Wy "a andſclan- the king: but ſtriue in their vnquiet ſpiritstoderogate fr6 both: 
e, t ſo to dꝛaw fr this moſt pꝛincely perſon ( J meane R. Solo- 
mon) and his moſt excellent labours, Sermon, and Dod rines, all 
\ thehonoz,credit and eſtimation which to either of them iultly 
5 5 belongeth: whereby they are become both vnpzoficable to 
| F0  voprofitable themſelnes and hurtfull to others: foꝛ thereofit is, that both 
een. ttbemſelues neuer lerle the ſweetnelſe and comloꝛt of thoſe moſt 
; ſoueraigne and healthfull ſolaces therein pꝛouided and pꝛopoſed 
vnto them; and many others (eſpectally the ignoꝛant and ouer 
credulsus) are and ſhall be iniuriouſly defranded alſo, al well of 
this the kings Solace, as of many other things godly, whole⸗ 
ſome, p2ofitable andneceſſarte,the which the true · hearted and 
taithlull of the L oꝛd doe and ſhall thereofgladly reape and en 
iay to their exceeding great good and highelt conſolation. 
Theſe aſpirenot to the true happineſſe themſelues, noꝛ would 
that others ſhould attaine the ſame : wherein they reſemble 
thoſe idle and wapwarddogges, that lying in the maunger, 
will neither eat the hay, noz ſuffer the labouring Alſe to feed 
| thereof. But right iudgement and reaſon reſolve , that albeit 
it is not good to pꝛaiſe them much, which of their owne ac- | 
Wb to praiſe co dat are apt to vaine glozy(as we may not tickle them which | 
& whom not. by nature are giuen to excefſine laughter): pet, meete it ts, 
that wee pzaile the pzaiſe-wozthp, and vpon an occaſion pꝛo- 
uoke them to laughter which are ouer penſiue and ſadde : that 
wee peeld to euery man his dutie: as honoz to whom honour, 
lone to whom lone, feare to whome leare belongeth : left as 
in the fozmer, we ſhould pꝛouoke to vice which reſteth in ex- 
tremities: ſo in the latter wee ſhould diſcourage from vertue 
'Whichholdeth the meane and ſo declare our ſelues ſo vniuſt in 
th one, as wicked in th other. Therkoꝛe, although that both 
ſoueraigne 1 07d, K. Solomon, and thoſe his /aſt words haue 
already both deſerued in themſelues, and obtained among = 
| p 80 I- 
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in the ſame, as larre as truth will warrant mee to pleade foꝛ 
my Loꝛde the king: Surelp, J would not exceed the boundes 


of truth, noꝛ endeuoꝛ to delend oz excuſe ſinne in anp perſon, be 


hee high oz low. | | 
And well wozthy (moſt reuerent Father) ſaid the P2in- 


ces: noꝛ is it meete, that any of vs all ſhould pꝛeſume to a- conſent to za- 


nouch that foz truth which is a falſe lye: foz as he which bea- 
ret falſe witneſſe againſt a man(as the king hath ſaid)bzing- 
eth foozthlyes,andis a very clubbe, a ſwoꝛde, anda ſharpe ar- 
rowe : ſo ſhould wee bee, if wee ſhould pzoduce any thing, be; 
ſides the veritie in any thing, much moze in thoſe matters 
which concerne the kings Pateſtte : the which the Lozde foz - 
bid: foz beſides many other reaſons, we ſhall thzonghſuch va- 
truthes not onely hurt the King, and delude his people, but o⸗ 
uerthꝛow our ſelues. But map wee vnderſtand, (moft rene- 
rend Father) by ſound repoꝛt, what all thoſe things are, that 
be o2 map be abiected againft the king and his Jermons, and 
words which might tmpapze the credit of the one, and the au⸗ 
thozitie of the other? It is goodto withſtand the beginnings 
of miſchiefes: fo2 if ſuch conceits haue already entred the eares 
and mindes ol men, what may wee thinke will thereof enſuc 
in pꝛoceſſe of time, it there be not a pzeuention ? ye know the 
common aduiſe, Withſtand the beginning of 4 maladie, els the me- 


dicine will too lately be applyed. But as a wozde ſpoken in due 


ſeaſon, is like apples ofgoldin a graued wozke of ſiluer: ſo the 


teſtimonie which we ſhallerhtbite with you vnto the king, in 
this oppoztune time, challbee pzetious; and full of excellent 
beautie in the face of them that feare the Lozd, in time to 
come. Therefoze, as Abiather hath miniſtred vnto vs —— 

: : occaſion 
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godly · wiſe, both credit and authoꝛitie ſuflicient: pet, vpon this The credite 
neceſſarp occaſton, J ſhall be alwayes ready ( as my dutie is) nd eſtimation 
to pleade foz the defence both ol th one and the other, not u ith · 
ſtanding his vnhappp ſtaine with thoſe tranſgreſſions and fins, 
and ſo much the ſooner; becauſe (beeing both an eare and an 
eye witneſſe) Jcanbelf teſtifie; and ( being the High · pꝛieſt) 
J can 02 ſhauld well diſcerne both of che one and the other, 
without partialitie oꝛ coꝛruption in judgement. Noz doe J 
doubt (my good Lo2ds) but that pee all will conſent with mee 


of Solomon 
and kis words. 


The princes 


dok in the 
kings apos 
logic, | 


J King Solomon 
occaſion of this queſtion : let him alſo declare heere befoze vs 
all what hee hath heard, oꝛ may imagine to bee obiected a- 
gaink the king, and thols the kings woꝛds. And let him alſo 
ſay, what he feareth may pet be farther ercepted to the ſame, 
| alwayes pꝛouided that modeſtie be not tranſgrefſed. Then ans 

Abiather re. (Wered Abiather : My Lo2ds ( ſauing alwayes the kings re- 
© porteth whar lierence, and the credite of his woꝛdes, with the pleaſure of 

Ll kth beard your honours) J will ſpeake as the reſeconding Echo, (re- 
obiected a= poꝛting rather the woꝛdes and ſpeaches of others, than any 
print ihe of mineowne): foz both againſt my Lozde the kings High- 
7 . neſle, and alſo againſt his / er mont and words J haue heard, of 
1 late, ſome {and that not meane, noꝛ ignoꝛant, but great per- 
ſonages and pꝛudent) largely to obiect. Neither may any of vs 
thinke otherwiſe, but that the king. and his woꝛds and life are 
The words, Obſerued and noted by others, not onelp his friends, but his e- 
| the lives, and Nemiesalſo : and ſs much the ſooner, becauſe hee is the Ring, 
behaviour of on Whombefozeallothers., the epes of all the people are bent, 
, -princes are ob · gg on a famous citie ſet on an hill: oz as on a light on the ta- 
| Eruetofthe ble. And truely the errozs and meane faultes ol Princes 
Prop (whole lines are ſet ſooꝛth to bee ſene, obſerued and follow- 

ed ol many) appeare often wonderfull great, as in the face of 

à mana little webbe oꝛ ſcarre is ſooner ſeene and diſliked, then 

a farre greater ſpot oz blemiſh in any other the parts ol the bo- 

dy. And then, as the eclipſing oꝛ defect of the Sunne bꝛingeth 

a great ànnopance to the earth, and no leſſe calamitie to men, 

and other inferiour creatures: thoſe faults and errozs of the 

king, who ſhould chiefly direc all others to the common god, 

and higheſt felicitie engender no ſmall perturbation and other 

| great inconueniencies in the affaires of his Kingdome and 
An admoniti Common · wealth. Therefoze it is meet, that the king, and 
on to princes, ſuch high eſtates do walke aduiſedly, both in woꝛd t deed, with 
honourable behauſoz : and that Painces bee right wary, thal 

they neither doe noꝛ ſuffer to he done any thing which them- 

ſelues would not that the people ſhould not obſerue oz imitate. 

- 02 iuſtlydillike in them: aboue all, they muſt regard, that they 

neither commit noꝛ command any thing contrary to the Law 

ol God, and the bonour of that plate wherein they that 

Kand recalled goal; becauſe they repzelent the e, of 
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his Solace 
God, and raigne by his pꝛouldence and power, to doe eguſ- 
tie and righteouſaeſſe vnts the people. And heerein obſer- 
ving dutie they ſtand devopd of all dzeade, honoured of their 
Subiects and others , and goe foozth molt couragionlly in 
their lawtall enterpziſes, no moze reſpeding the ſiniſter 
talkes of their malicious enemies, then the great barbedhoz- 
ſes feare of thoſe little Curres which barke at their heeles. 
But whenthele rules bee neither ovſernep noz followed, boch 
the honour of the place is diſtained by thoſe perſons, and 
themſelnes in fine requiteo with obloquie and diffame, Foz 
as the great ramping Lyon ſo greedy of his pꝛap, is made a- 
fraid both at the crowing of the Cocke, and at the ſight of the 
Cockeſ-combe : ſomany mightie and high Potentates ol the 
earth in the knowledge of their owne llidings haue been won⸗ 
derfully annoyed and aſtoniſhed, both by the hard repoꝛts of ve⸗ 
ry meane perſons, and by their churliſh behauioz towards them 
and their honoꝛ vpon ſuch occaſions. And J doe no leſſe feare, 
that both the repoꝛts which are carryed abꝛoad, and the opint- 
ons ol men with their demeanure occaſtoned thereby towards 
the king hath both much dilgraced his high magnificencte, and 
diſquieted his happy peace. Pozeoner, there be, which ſtick not 
to except againſt his gouernment. Foz as the rule wherby men 
wozke,mult firſt be made ſtraight and plaine,befoze the wozke 
can thereby be either coꝛrected oz directed: ſo a pꝛince ought to 
be free lrom all heinous vices: yea, it is required that he be per- 
fect and ſound in all pꝛincely vertues, befoze hee be able to rule 
well oz to coꝛrect, oꝛ to direct others. Neither indeede (a- 
mongſt the wilelt) haue ſuch perſons beene eſteemed woꝛ 
thie to beare rule, in the affayzes of a Kingdome, 02 to in- 
fkruct guide, and direct others, in the Church, which haue 
not thꝛoughly ſubdued their affections , reſtrained their 
appetites , abandoned their luſtes, and bzidled their natu- 
rall paſſions. Truelp theſe, and ſuch like are the oꝛdina⸗ 
ry matters nowe in queſtfon, and much ruminated among 
the very ruſticall and Countrey people, in ſuch ſozte, as 
the eares of them that heare the ſame may glowe, the 
King bimſelfe map bee ſozie, and all wee of his Conrt vtter⸗ 


ly aſhamed. 
p alh 2 Þ And 
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O Obic&ions a- 


gainſt King 
Solomon. 


King Solomon 
And firlf againſt the king himſelfe there be which thus obtee, 
Altbough that King Solomon hath in his time farre excelled aft 
the kings in the world in wiſedome, wealth,glery and other things of 
the bel requeſt : yet beyond all ex pectation, hie hath wonderfully 
tranſoreſſed &. ſmned againſt God,againſt his people, agam#t bis own 
bonour. And with this they bꝛing fooꝛth againſt him all whats 
ſoeuer my Loꝛde Zadok hath ſaide beſoze, anda great deale 
moꝛe. M herein they point at him, as at one of the fooleg 
of Iſrael, farre vnmeete the dignitie of his place, hono? of his 


talling. and reuerence of his Age. foz, as he beſt knoweth the 


nature of all hearbs and beaſtes, hee ſhould in this (they ſay) 
haue imitated the nature of either the hearbe, o2 ol the beaſt 
Cham leon: whereof the one will euer change the colour ol her 
leaues ts the qualitie of the place wherein ſhee groweth: 
andthe other will reſemble the colours and ſhewes obleged, 
Thus it was ſaide of Saul, aſſoone as Samuel had any 
nointed him fo2 King ouer Jſrael, that bee was channged 
into another man. Thus alſo our Lo2de the king behaued 
bimlelfe after that hee was anointed and pzoclamed King 
in the place of his Father David - and thus bee ſhoulde 
haue woꝛthily continued and retained the honeur” of his 
place, eſpectally in his elder peares, wherein is required 

ſobꝛietie, grauitie, holineſſe, wiſedome, zeale, and perfection. - 
This the king knewe well-enough : fo2 hee wanted no wiſe- 
dome, no knowledge, no vnderſtanding, no iudgement. 
But that notwithſfanding , hee abuſed both his calling, 
place and age, whereof it is, that as thep which come out 
of hote bathes doe ſodainely coole moze vehemently , and 
as that water which hath beene once heate, ſeemeth to bee 
moze colde then anp other: and as they moſt deadly hate 


dne another, which haue beene ſometimes: ſriendes when 


they fall ac variance: ſo turning himſelfe from the Loꝛde 
his God, and lrom the vſe of thole pꝛincely and herotcall ver⸗ 
tues, wherein hee was firſt exerciſed; hee is eſleemed ere · 


crable wicked in the eyes of wiſemen. Thereſoꝛe, There 


bee among them, which doe not onely call ito que tion his electian, 


and remſnun, but alſo doe indge him 4 perſon prophane , re- 


Probate and damnable, and ſo not mcete to bee a King, 1 


leſe 


0 
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eto bee the King of Iſtael. Foz as the fudgement of the 
tree is taken from the conſideration of the fruite, and of the 
fountaines by the taſte 02 bſe of the waters: ſo gather they 
this cenſure from the conſideration of the kings life and de- 
meanour, ſoꝛ whiles a man continueth wallowing in ſine, 


0. 2 


without true repentance, he declareth no pardon: and he whoſe 


ſinnes are not pardoned bath none hope of health. Againe, he 
that repenteth not of his ſinnꝛs when he hath ſinned, is a pꝛo; 
phane perſon, he that obtaineth not mercy is a repꝛobate: and 
he that is ſhutout from ſaluation is damned. Powbeit, the 
Loꝛd foꝛbidde, that this thing ſhould bee found oz iuſtly pꝛo · 
ned in our Loꝛde the Ring of Iſrael. Herence, alſo they ob- 


tect againſt the ſermons, wordes, and doctrines of King So- Erceptions to 
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lomon, as of fruites vnwholeſome growing of ſuch an euill Solomon de- 


free. F 92 neither could his vnder ſtanding (as they ſay) hence - ctrine and 
koꝛth be perfit to this purpoſe: fs2 as they which ſodainly turne words. 


themſelues to the ſhadow which haue ſeene the Sunne, haue 
their eyes dazeled and cannot as pet ſee clecrely: ſo it cannat 
be, th at he which hath turned awap his minde from ſpirituall 
contemplations to the obſcure luſts of the fleſh, ſhould ſo ſoone 
alter warde bee of perfite vnderſtanding in thoſe heauenly 
mpſteries and dfuine doctrines. And heere it is remembꝛed, 
what the Ring himſelle hath ſometimes ſalde: That wiſe⸗ 
dome entreth not into a wicked ſouie, nor dwelleth in a bodlie 
that is ſubiect to ſinne. Therefoze they from hence argue: 


that the King in this time is not repleniſhed with the per ⸗ Solomon hath 
fite wiſedome, and lo can neither viter , noz teach wiſe- 2** 
dome vato others, by any deedes o2 wozdes of his. But a me % 
pet they are moꝛe bolde on theſe. their aſſertious, becauſe yak of late. 
the King bath not of late vſed the moſt holy Name mm The booke of 
Iehovah, which is pꝛoper to the Almightie, either in his _ Ecclefia- 
pꝛiuate talke, 02 in thoſe his Vordes which hee bath late- aa wen of 
ly vttered befoze his Pꝛinces, oz in that Booke of his, mary, wherof 
called the Song of Songs, which they holde and will eſteeme a it was that ſo 
cauſe ſuflicient, that both thoſe his Wordes, and Bookes, 4 _ 


choulde bee not onely ſuſpected , but alſo reiecked as pꝛo- bin f. 1 - 
phane, and vnpꝛolitable foz the 9 of God, Peggthey thereon, 
— . 


2 


1 


= Azariah forthe 


king,and his 
| words, 


King Solomon 


—— — 


of the heathen) ſo thoulde wee befoze all others abandon thoſe 
and ſuch like wozks and woꝛds, which coꝛrupt good manners, 
and that kinde of learning which conformds the good conſtitu⸗ 
tion of a mans health, and haſteneth his deſtruction, as fog 
the conſeruation of bodily health, the Phiſiclans doe aduiſe 
mentoeſchew thoſe daintie meates which pꝛouoke them to 


eate when they are not hungry, and thoſe delicate dzinkes 


which tempt them fodzinke being not thirſtie. And of this 
/Kinde they obiect, that the king bath much ſpoken in this 
his olde age. But bowſoeuer it bee, wee may bee ſure of 
this, that as the beſf wine looſeth his verdit and grace, 
when it is infuſed info fowle and filthy veſſels So the wozdg, 
of the king be they neuer ſo good and p2ofitable (in right eſtt- 


mation) ſhall by this his vngodly life and polluted behauiour, 


los ſe both their right grace and commendation in the tudge- 
ment ol all men. J am right ſoꝛy J was occaſſoned to ſay thus 
23 of my Lo2de the Ring , and of his Sermons and laſt 
#oras. 

Then anſwered Azariah (in the behalfe of all the o- 
ther Pzinces) Jndeed (as pee haue ſaide) there may bee ma⸗ 
ny things obfected, by ſuch, as being not onely ignoꝛant and 
neither able to diſcerne betweene things holy and p2ophane, 
t ſo perceiue not that the fault lyeth rather in their own ſyni⸗ 
ſter interpꝛetations of the Kings wozkes and wozdes, then 
in the wozkes and woꝛdes themſelnes : but alſo by ſuch 
as regarde not to peelde honour to them to whome ho- 
nour belongeth , and little care whome they wounde with 
their tongues, oz whole woꝛdes oz wozkes they depzaue 
and ſclander, (as mp Lozde Zadok hath befoze well na- 


Giue not ſen · ted). But let vs aduiſe all them that come after vs: 


eoce before that they giue not ſentence in a matter befoze they ou - 


* "heard. 
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with diſcretion, let it furne to their lolly and ſhame, eſpeciallp pro 18. 

in theſe matters of God and the king: and that they heware, 4 Cet. 
that they bee not ſeduced and led a wap, by the ſophiſtrie and 

guilfull pꝛactiʒes of ſuch deriders, from the true vſe of this the 

kings Solace, and ſo conſequently from the wap that leadeth 

to the higheſt felicifie and beſt good. The ſpirite of God is cen. 3. 

euer wont to repꝛoue them that bee vniuſt in iudgement, and 

thereof that curſed and repꝛobated Serpent is already condem- 

ned. But heere wee heartily requeſt you ( moſt reuerend 

Zadok ) which are adozned and beautified with that right Tut; 

rim and I humim, to ſpeake in the defence of king Solp- knowledge 

mon, our Soueraigne Lo2d, and of his woꝛds: and ſay what- & petfeclion. 

ſoeuer the Loꝛde, ſhall put in pour mouth to be ſpoken, with · 5 

out feare oꝛ partialitie: and wee will not onely giue eare vn- 

to you, but alſo be right thankefull. We doubt not, but that 

after your anlweres to all thoſe and ſuch like oblections heard o en 

and waighed with deliberation, many moze ſhall not onelp what wil be in 
ſuppꝛeſſe their rathe iudgements concerning the king and his che end reſol- 
wozds - but acknowledge and confeſſe with vs, 2 hat all things ned of Solos 

are not ſo damned nor ſo daungerous, nor ſo doubtfull, as they haue — 

imagined them to be. Map, the Accuſers themſelues chall grant be welds” 

rather. ht Solomõ our Hing. is neither a damned, nor reprobated, in an equall 

nor aprophane perſon: but that hee is an excellent Saint of the ballance, 

Lord, a true penitent perſon. that hath obtained mercie and for- 

gizene(ſe after his ſinne, and hencefoorth eæpecteth the ioyes of his 

Lord in everlaſting happineſſe, through faith in the meſt holy Meſ- 

ſiah, whom hee did moſt worthily prefigure and ſet foorth in the 

world, according to the foreknowleage and good pleaſure of the e- 

verlaitmg God, 


2 


King "5 pi 


Ciel. XXV. 


Zadok proueth by many arguments and reaſons that Solo- 
mon ma. rain . or damned perſon: But a Saint 
of the Lord and a 


— — 


5 


defend the honour of his moſt Boue⸗ 


raigne Lo2de King Solomon) än- 
187 Cwercd againe and ſayde. J moff 
7 heartily. thanke you (my 1020s all) 
that pee haue vouchſaued mee this 
= e / honour. Foz J eſteeme it an ho- 
dur to my ſelſe to bee thought woz- 

thy by your. wiledomes to ſpeake, and to haue your au- 

diente in the defence of mp Loꝛde the Bing, and his cauſe, 

Neither doe J thinke, but that in conſcience aud ducte Jam 

holden fo. to doe: fs} it is not meete that J ſhoulde hears 

my goed Lede, and his woꝛdes to bee ſclandered oz euill 

repoꝛted, and to palle it ouer in ſilence, yea, I ſhall be thought 

Thekingis herein to gtue conſent to thoſe ſiniſter repozts. And firſt, as 
not to be iufti- touching the king: it cannot bee denyed, but that hee hath 
fed in his fins ( indeede) wondertullp doated on his ſtrange wines, and hath 
nor excu ed. hearkened too much to them, which ener retaining that euill 
opinion and cuſtome. would neuer receiue noz admit that 

counſell which the wiſeft of all men liuing gaue them, and hath 


his God, againſt whoſe Maieſtie (by their inſtigation) hee 
bath w2onght wickedneſſe. And thereloze, howſoeucr ſome 


the king: yet will not J, noꝛ map J in equitie tuſtiſie him oz 
excuſe him therein, no moꝛe then J may either tuſtifie oz ex⸗ 
cuſe the ſinne of Adam in his fall (ho wſoeuer there bee which 


. howio - 


right excellent member of the Church. 


=D Hen Zadok (as one moſt willing to 


beene by them allured, ſeduced and led awap from Ichovah 


7 |  mightallego2ize of the tranſgreſſions and ſinnes of cur Lo2d - 


call it an happpfall) oz the ſinne of Iacob. , in his two wines, 


> 
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bolwſoener the pꝛiuiledge thereof.came in with the pꝛomiſe, 

of the multiplication of the holy ſeede -: oz of Noah in his 
dꝛunkenneſſe, oz of Lot in his inceſt, oꝛ of Indah in his whoze+ 

dome, oꝛ of the kings father in his murther,pzide and adultrey: 

wherein it is certaine that they both diſpleaſed God, and de ci 

phercd their humane imperelctions and infirmities: Noz was 

it the wil of Sod, that ſuch their ſins (albeit they were his own 

childzen) ſhould beconcealed o2couered, but rather hee woulde 

that (ſoz ſome good cauſes) they ſhould bee reuealed and repꝛo⸗ i 
ned, Foꝛ as ſinne is that which onely pꝛouoketh and difplea- He — 
ſeth the Lozd, and therefore is no leſſe odious onto him then a {61000005 
moſt ougly and venemous Serpent vnto a man ſo he that ei · before G09, 


ther tuſtiſteth oꝛ excuſeth the ſinner in his ſinne, ſhall not bee 


holden guiltleſſe befoze Gods iudgement ſeate. Neuertheleſle, 

as godlp wiſedome, and holy lone haue both taught and per- 
ſwaded a reuerend opinion and like conſtruction of thoſe men, A *cucrent 0+ 
their actions, and woꝛds, in whom gotlineſſe and the right 5 —— oy 
woꝛthy vertues in habit could not be vtterly onerth2zown with ganers, 

one oꝛ a fewe contrarp actions, (whiles the mercie of God re 


mavning with them) they held faſt the foundatiõs of their holy 


hope: ſo is it not meete noꝛ conuenient, that wee ſhould raſhlp 


caſt into dangerous fuſpence either the o/c: of our Lozde, . , , © 
king Solomon, oz his repearqxce after his ſinne, o2 his re- „ wa 
miſcion after his repentance, oz the hope of his eternall ſalvation, remiſion and 
the which depending on che euerlaſting lone, and ſwoete grace ſalvatis of Sos 
of God in the merit of the holy 44c/c:ab, may nat onely bee lomon proved. 
pꝛeſumed, but alſo rightly gathered and ſufficiently pꝛoued, as 
by pour patience pou thallbeare, Indeed Satan (the great e- Satans ſubtilty. 
nimp of mankind) hath aſſaped to deale with the king, as 
the Eagle dealeth with the Goate: fo2 when the Eagle 
comes to hurt the Goate, to whome ſhee hath a moꝛtall e- 
nemitie, ſhee firſt aſſapeth to take away his ſight by pul- 
ling out his eyes, and then alter warde ſhee killeth him: 
againſt whom the Goate defendeth himſelle with his hoznes: 
So this Enemie, bauing a deadly enuie to the Ring and 
bis glozp, thought to diſpople him ol his knowledge and 
wiledome: but hee nenertheleſſe by his faith and hope in 
the Lan as with int ſrong hoznes hath fü bi, 

4 0 


King Solomon 
ſofarre, that though hee were much woundedin his body, hee 


Solomons cies hath pet pꝛeſerued and kept ſafe his eyes. Fo2(as I haue heard 


pſal.i. 


Chadeſch. 
Chadoſch. 


him ſap, and doe finde it by experience) ir wiſedome remained 
with him. either was hee dzawen from the foundation of 
his hope. Foꝛ as the trees which are ffrong deepe rooted, and 
haue ſufficient ſappe in themſelues, cannot eaſily be ouercome 
bp either the violent beate, oꝛ noyſome colde, when ſuch as 
haue neither rootes, noz ſtrength, no2 ſappe doe wither 
and decap: ſo they which are rooted and grounded on the 
ſure foundation of their hope, and haue in them the ha- 
bite of diuine vertues, cannot vtterly bee quayied oz o- 
uerthzowne by either the heate oz colde of afflictions, oz 
the vehemency of Sathant aſſaults, o2 the alluring luſtes 
ok the fleſh, o2 the concupiſcence of Nature: fo2 they bee 
holden by the right hande of Gods ſpirite, and ſtand like 
the tree planted by the waters ſide, whereof David the 


Kings father coulde ſo diuinely modulate and ſing. 


Mherefoze J will firſt pꝛoue, that our Lozdking Solomon, 
is not v 4 prophane or damned perſon : but wrp a per- 
ſen holy, dedicated to God, and a member of the holy Congre- 
gation. Foz in this Antitheſis oz contrartetie , that which 
is the one cannot bee the other: and that the Lo2de hath 
not taken his Spirite vfterly from him, . (howſocner his 
Graces were ſhadowed in him when hee ſinned) as hee is 
not willing to caſt them awap whome hee knewe befoze, 
oz elected, howſoeuer hee ſeeme to hide his face from them 
in his diſpleaſure : and they onely are foze-knowen and e- 
tected which are his Saintes and holp ones; - (howſoener” 
they appeare oꝛ are eſteemed befo2e the face of wozlbly 
men): Howbeit, although there bee many notable things 
externally to be ſeene in the Kings perſon, which yet are 
not to bee neglected noꝛ fozgotten , but well conſidered re⸗ 
membꝛed and applyed fo purpoſe (as in the nature of thoſe 
Symboles, Figures, Tppes and ſhadowes which teach 
and put vs in minde of things aſwell ſpirituall and eter⸗ 
nall. as future, of the which wee haue and retapne many 
at this time): pet will J not beginne with thoſe ex- 
ternall things, leſt peraduenture any man ſhoulde ſaye, - 
wy | that 
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that the Ring is nottherefoze the better inthe ſpirit, noz the 
moꝛe acceptable to God, becauſe he is outwardly gloꝛious, no 


moꝛe then he is a good king that raigneth in a wealthy coun- 
try, oꝛ he a wiſe gouernour which is placed in a goodly ſhip. oꝛ 


he a woꝛthy man, who weareth a faire Coate oꝛ that a perſect' 


Steed which is arraied with a golden Saddle. But J wil aſpire 
to expzeſſe andconfirme g 


higher in the conſideration of our king, 


vnto you his excellencp, aſwell befoze the Loꝛd, as befoze mo2- 


gure ot Meſ- 


ſlab, 


tall men. And namelp, and chiefelyin that, whereby it pleaſeth 


the Loꝛd his God, that he ſhould prefignrate and foreſhew that ho 


ly Meſſiah hom wee do werily belitve to come into the worlade, 


and doe daily expe7.3ut firſt of this molt gloꝛious Perſon (J 


mean the Meſſiah) it map pleaſe you to heare me a few woꝛds 


(foz they ſhalbe both ſweete and comfoꝛtable to the true hear⸗ 


ted Iſralites)thatfrom thence J may the better argue foz the 


Kinges Volineſſe to pour content. 

To this the Pꝛinces gladly accozted, being moſt willing to 
heare tell ofthat moſt holy and ſweete Mefliah, of Gods mer- 
cy pꝛomiſed, ſs long ago, typed, ſhadowed, pꝛeſigured, and now 
ſocarneſtlp expected. Foz as their is nothing moze plea- 
. ſing to the p2iſoner, then to heare ofhts libertie, moze with- 
ed fo2 tothe hungry, then meate: moꝛe comfo2tabie to the ſicke 


The comfort 
of the tidiags 


of the Melfah 


then the comming ol a cunning Phiſictan: and moꝛe iopfull to 


the condemned to death, then the glad tidinges of pardon r life: 
ſo what ſhould be moꝛe pleaſing moꝛe deſired, mozecomfozta- 
ble, and moꝛe ioyfull to vs which are captiued to the Serpent, 
karued foꝛ want of graces,ſicke and ſoꝛe in ſinne, and by a iuſt 
ſentence condemned to death: pea, to eternall death, then to 
heare the glad tidings ol the cõming of y moſt noble Pꝛince, 5 
carefull paſtour that faithſull Phiſician, and that mighty Sa- 
viour, which wil (as he is beſt able ) releaſe vs, relreſij vs, he ale 
vs, pardon and ſaue vs? Say ontherefoze(moſt reuerend Fa⸗ 
ther /loꝛ we long to heare of thoſe chearefullthings. Then 
hearken ( ſaid he) J know it is not hidden from yon (koꝛ Moſes 
hath plainely wzittenchereof in the booke Bereſcith, and it is 


zadoke telleth 


of mans fall 
and milery. 


Gen. 3. b 


okten read vnto pou) that our firſt Parents by the erpentes 


ſubtiltie, tooke the foꝛbidden fruit in Paradife, g; therein bꝛeake 
the commandement: the paine and inconuenience thereon 


thꝛeatned 


Solomon is a 
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thꝛeatned koꝛ the ſame was, that hey ſhould aye the death that 
fame day. Fyerfoze it followed, that they were exiled 4 kept out 
from the pzeſence of God, they were wounded with the ag of 
their tranſgreſſion, they were captiued in the Serpents bands, 
they became odious to their maker, they were diſpotled of all 
their diuine vertues, they were oppoſed to all miſeries,andlaſt- 
Ip, ſubdued vnto ghalttull death and hell toꝛments. Lo ſuch was 
the wofull condition ol thoſe our firſt parents. Howbeit, this 
had not beene ſo intollerable and grieuous vnto ba, had not the 
effect of this tranſgreſſion beene eitended and pꝛopagated hp 
nature on all Adams childꝛen and poſterity, but it is too true 
that all men are thereby holden gutlfp, as the naughty chilvzen 
of like parents, and as vnwholeſome fruifes ofthe ſame tree. 
This David the kinges father hath conſidered andacknow- 
ledged in Miſmor Ledavidʒ Behold Twas ſoapen in wickednes and 
in ſinne bath my mother cocerved me: ca, and when the Lozdloo- 
ked downe from heauen, he law that were gene out of the waye 
and were become abbhominable, and that none of them did good, no, 
The recovery not one. But pet ſeeing lehovah aur God was moſt willing to 
ef man by rxetouer and recure man (J meane thoſe whome he had in bis 
PER, lone fozeknowne fo2 his olone elected to life, and appointed foz 
his gloꝛy) he did in wiſedome deuiſe and pꝛauide a wonderfull 
meane there vnto, wherein his mercy ſtriuing with his Iaſfice 
might pet in the ende conclude fo2 Equitie, by the which, this 
man who was indged and iuſtly condemned, ſhonld be pardo⸗ 
ned, and pet the diuine iuſtice not infringed. How this could bee 
compaſſed by Gods wiſedome and pꝛouidence, pe ſhallhercaf- 
fer vnderſtand. Here let vs conſider in the nature ol the dining 

goodnes, that God is moze readp to pardon and to ſaue, thento 
ludge and deſtroy the childꝛen ol his election and grace: and the 
rather fo; that he loueth them, hath created them in his owne 
image hath appointed them loꝛ his glozp, and would not they 
ſhould be loft foz euer. Againe, hee conſidered mans frailtie and 
pittied it, he was mercifull and expꝛeſſed it, he was liberall and 
extended it, he was the beſt father, and declared his affection. he 
was willing to ſaue, and perloꝛmed his will. Therefoze, hee 

would neither ſuffer lin either to ouerthzow him, oz to raigne 

02 


he did deſtroy the lame by bisgrace: he dad compaſſid on mans 
miſerable condition, therefoze he little waighed, pea, hee foꝛgat 


the iniury that man did him: hee ſhbewed bimſelfe ready both tao 
ſatiſfy foz his guilt to heale his paine, he was moze ready to 


pardon man, then man was to aske mercy, and finally when in 


luſtice he ſhould and might, if he would haue thzown him down 


into the depth of the nethermoſt hell he neuertheleſſe, after his 
mercy recouered him, reſtoꝛed him ts grace, and raiſed him vp - 
into the higheſt heauen. And thts toeffect when neither angels 
noꝛ powers, either in heauen oz earth, oꝛ vnder the earth could 
do the deede: he p2opoſed his owne Bonne, euen that moſt 
holy and eternall worde of God by whome all thinges were 
made. Gen. 1. i. whom he appointed to deale foꝛ mans guilte, 
to ſatiſſy the diuine Juſtice and to compaſſe andeffect the moſt 
excellent wozke ol mans redemption, by and in the which hee 
might gather and ioyne againe vnto himſelle a chaſte ſpowſeſſe 
as vnto whome he might expꝛeſſe the greatnes ol his loue, and 
continue as an huſband oꝛ head to defend, pꝛeſerue, maintaine 


and beautify the ſame fo2 euer. Therevpon the Almightp The obedigce 
was not ſo readythat man by this meane ſhould be reconeredt of Mclliak, + 


but that ſonne alſo himſelfe (as an earneſt wower that ſeeketh 
loꝛ ber whome his ſenle loueth) was alſo willing & obedientto 
doe and perloꝛme all things conuenient therem. Accoꝛding tg 


the which, the Ringes Father did ſingin his perſon. plal. 40. % 


Burnt offer inges and ſacrifices for ſinne thou baſt net required: 
Then ſaide I, Lo, come, in the volume of the books it 1s written of 
mee, that I ſhould fulfill thy will: On Cod, I am content to doe it. 
Thus was the molt holy ſonne and woꝛde of God bꝛought in, 
talking with his father touching mans redemption and ſhew- 
ing both bis wiltingnes and obedience, to relieue the ſtate ol 
mankind! Mereok it was, that the Loꝛd God decreed and ſatd 


that the womans ſeed ſbouli tread onthe ſerpents head, Which ſig⸗ Gen. 3. 


nified, that one ſhould be boꝛne of the womans body (the which 
the Serpent had coꝛrupt that ſhould not onely purific her and 
all mankind, but alſo conformd the Serpent and all his power. 
From the which time, our fathers haue erxpected,q we (as pet) 
ex peu and waite loꝛ the comming of that holy Serde. 


Now? 
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dꝛ ts reſt on him, but hating and abhoꝛring iin from his heart 


| | King Solomon 
* Now here ( by the way) wee may conſider that albeit the 
Loꝛd God be wonderfull mercifull vnto mankind, he doth not 
How the Lord gyerth:ow therin his Iatice, but obſeruing either, he expꝛeſleth 
_ japan great Equitie tna wonderfull fozt, Foz beholde hee laid that on 
bis ſonne, which was due vnto man, and againe hee gaue that 
vnto man, which was onely pꝛoper to his ſonne:hee laid mans 
ſinne and faults on his ſonne, hee imputed the righteouſnes of 
his ſonne vnto man. In th one appeared his iuſtice, in th other 
| his mercy. And in them both conioyned equitye. That which 
| was due vnto man, the holy /ceae taketh on himſelle, namely 
mans puniſhment, which mans nature could not beare, that 
which the holp / eede merited, namely efernalllife, the Loꝛde 
gaue vnto man, foꝛ the ſinne of man which deſerued death, was 
imputed vnto this ſcede, and the Lſtice ol the holy ſeed which 
deſerued Heauen, was imputed vnts man, I meane, vnto them 
onely that by faith depend on that pzomiſe. And thoſe be the 
ſame, whom the LozdGod had befozeloued, elected and pꝛe⸗ 
deſtinated to eternall gloꝛp, and whome hee would not by any 
meanes permit to perriſh and dye loꝛ euer. This is the onely 
recouerp of mankind, and hope ol his health? This is that eter · 
nall verity and obiect of our faith! This is the ſame, whereun · 
to all the law and the Pꝛophets, and all the tipes and figures 
both of them befoze vs, and of them now in daily vſe, do aime, 
Promiſes of point, and direct vs foz all ſuccour, helpe, comfoꝛt and reliefe, 
the Meſſiah. The decree and pꝛomiſe ofthis ſerde was after this confirmed 
Geng . to Noah, to whome the Lo2de ſaid : ith thee wil I make my co- 
oe > 8. venant, & thou ſbalt come into the Arie. But moꝛe plainly to our 
| father Abraham, to whome the Loꝛde declared this Sanfour, 
andſaid ofhim. Ia thy ſeede ſball all the nations of the earth bee 
bleſſed, The ſame which was called the cede of the Woman,ts 
now called e ſecede of Abraham: lc; the Lozde wonlde 
Propheſies of that hee ſhoulde come of Abrahams Seede alter the fleſh. 
Melfiah. This is tbat whome Iacob our Father called Shilo and 
„ p2opheſped that he ſhould come in the tribe of Iudah. And to 
him ſhouldbe the gathering ol the people. This is that ſame to 
whome Moſes pointed in the booke Velleſchemoth, when 
he lalde to the Lozd. Send I pray thee by the hand of him * | 
| $108 
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thon wilt lend : and in his booke Haddebarim the Londe Deut. 1805. il 
bimſelle calleth him a Prophet, lying thus vnto Moſes 2k 
I will raiſe them vp a Prophet from among their brethren _ 
hke vmto thee. This is the ſame the holy man Iob cals fob-197 
leth his Redeemer, whome hee knee to line, bis is Num 24. 15. 
that bzight Starre and Scepter of the which Baalam did 
pꝛopheſie in Moſes Books Vaicdabber, ſaping,zhere 
ſcall come a Starre of Iacob, aud riſe 4 Scepter in Iſrael. 
This is that true Nirg of peace pꝛomiſed to David the 5 REY 
Kinges Father in 2. Ef el 7. that Seede of Da- * 17 
vid, and Davids Lerde, whoſe thzone ſhall bee eſtabliſh- 
ed foz euer. To bee ſhozt, this is that 4vely. Image of 
God, and King of glory without all ſpot oz blemiſh, molt 
mightye', wiſe and excellent, which ſhall in his time new 
bullde Hieruſalem , and pzepare_himſeife an holy Tem- 
ple and houſe loꝛ his wozthippe therein, I meane, a Church 
ſpiritually, frames and gloziouſly garniſhed after that pꝛo 
poztion and fozme which David theRinges Father gaue 
and p2eſcribed him accoꝛding to the waiting thereof;which 
hee had receiued from Ichovah his God, and the which 
the King hath in his time of peace bnilded and perfec- 
ed accoꝛdinglp. 
Therefoze, of is holy Seede lang the Pꝛincely 

ÞP2ophet in many Pſalmes, calling him ſometimes Gods 
Same: ſametimes 4 King: ſometimes the King of glo- plal2s 
7y : ſometimes 4 Prieſt eternall after the order of Mel- #59 
chiſedek 2 ſometimes his Lerde: ſometimes his Gd: 
ſometimes his Redecmer: ſometimes his Savor: ſome- 
times the Meſſiah, oz Annointed of Ichovah . 

And as this 5% Seeae hath beene thus pzomiled and 
fozetolde of , and believed to come into the woꝛlde: fo'Shadowes, 
hath hee beene ſhadowed , typed, and pzefigured : ed * 
As firſt, / the tree of life in Paradiſe, of the which il our firlt 8 Me 
parentes had taken and eaten, they had neuer dyed. but ſhould The tree of 
haue liued loꝛ euer. Bert by the Sacrifices of Abel, Abraham, life in paradiſe 
others, in the which, it pleaſed God to declare himſelfe grati⸗ Abel 


ons;This Noah allopaefigured,whenthe Lezdmave him — — 
* a fini 5 
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- finiſher ofthe old wo2ld,and the beginner of the new. Lo the 

Melchiſedek, fame pointed Melchiſedek and Melchiſalem, foſhewthat 

= he was a Ring, and a Pꝛieſt:A King of peace apdrigh es 

and a pꝛieſt of the higheſt God foz euer as without beginning 

and without ending, foz the number of his dategmap not bee 

7: | L 14 reckoned oꝛ kno tone. Theſame was ſignified\ inthe Laader 
acobs'2®*  ourfather Iacob ſaw, by the which the angels did alcend and 

K deſcend to and from heauen. He was foꝛe · ſhewed a deliuerer 

| from thzaldgine in Moſes, and a Sauiour in Ioſuah:foꝛ Mo- 

ſes bzought our kathers ont of the land of Egypt, and Ioſuah 

conducted them, inherited them, and pꝛeſerued them in the pꝛo⸗ 

miſed land. Allo Aaron the pꝛieſt ofthe Lozde paefigured him 

ans with his Vyim and Thumim. To the lame alſo ſerued the vſe 

The paſcall ofthe Pa/call Lambe and thoſe other ſpmboles and ſacraments 

Lambe. & c, in the Mildernes, as the 2a»»«fromheancn, the ater from 

the rocke, and ſuch like. In the booke of* Shophtim, is menti⸗ 

 Tudges. on made of many bodily d v, by the which was milfically 

thewed the perſon and office of Meſſian. There was Samp- 

Samp6n, on, Gedeon, Othoniel, Ieptha 4 Samuel. Ad withinour 

Gedeon. d ge, the calling, annointing, and manner ol the raigne and con · 

Othoniel. dition ot David fozeſhewed the ſame. Foz all theſe things (mp 

Teptha. Loꝛdes) haue and do rightly aime to that moſt holy Mefliab, 

Dai. bohome tte Loꝛd Godwouldthat men ſhould belteue ander- 
ped and hope to come, and at his comming loue and embꝛace 

Ads the onelpperſon in and though whome the diuine Julkice is 

 Gatiſfied,the heaucnly will fulfllled, the Serpent and all his fle- 

ry darts quenched, and mankind pardoned, healed, recouered, 

and bleſſed koz euer. Now, this being ſaid as an introduction fo 

that which followeth, we will come to ſpeak of our Soueraign 

Loꝛzd R. Solomon whom J truſt to pꝛoue ade Saint 

«f+be Lord and a right woꝛthy member in his Church, andſo 

conſequently no repꝛobate, noʒ pꝛophane, noꝛ damned perſon. 

fozif the foꝛmer be pzoned, wee ſhall by theſame, eaſilycleare 

him ol the latter, as befoze J haue ſaid. The Þ; s af th 

»  wozdſeemed much comfoxted,and ſhelved their willingnes yet 

farther to heare what Zadoke would ſay. Foz tbił ſaide they 

thallnot onely pleaſe and ſatiſfy vs, but all others, al dell they 

which now liue, as they which ſhall come alter vs. Th ereloꝛe 


g pꝛoceede 


pꝛoceede (moſt reuerend Father) fo pzone that whſch ye haus 
aſſumed foz the king. And we willgladly giue both an attentiue 
eare vnto your woꝛds, and vnto you condigne thankes. 


— wa ONE: 


Zadoke proverh that K. Solomon ir Saint of the Lord, 


ON King ſaping „ 
> &  Wheſoeuer” il made and ordained, by 
Ze the wil, wiſedame, and providence e 
God,, a moſt lively and excellent figure of that 
boch eſſtah the ſonne of God:the ſame is not 
G48; £ vo reprobate,or prophane perſon, 
bu beus Saintt of the Lord, 
Bur our Lord King Solomon it made and ordained by the will, 
viſedom and providence of God,a moſt tively and excellent figure 
of that holy Meſſtah,the ſonne of Cod. P27 
Therefore our Lord K. Solomon is not a damned reprobate,or 
prophane perſon,but he is a Saint of the Lord, © 
Now, although no man map iuſtly deny either the firſt, oz 
the ſecond pꝛopoſition, in any thing whatſoener-yet(as A per- 
teiue pe are willing to liſten) pe ſhall heare mee to declare and 
pꝛoue either, and ſoconcludeto2 the King. Surely ( my Loꝛds) 
it were not onely a great abſurdity to hold it, but an hoꝛrible 
thing to imagine, that the on holy. Meſſiah the ſonne of the e- 
verlaſting God, that bzight moꝛning Starre, that right holy 
Seede, that high diuine Pꝛieſt, that excellent pꝛophet, and king 
of Gloꝛpy ſo well reſembling the almighty in holines, beauty, 
and in all perfection, ſhould be pzcfigured and declared bp a p20- 
phane and vnholy perſon: and that the excellency ol his high dig 
nity and royall gouernment ſhould be typed by any thing com⸗ 
mon oz vncleane. Netther haue we found ſuch inequalities — | 
the - 
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the pꝛopoꝛtions of the law of the Pꝛophets and holy wꝛitings, 

eſpeciallp touching the pꝛomiſed and expected Meſſiah. But 

this we linde, that as the beſt things ve belt liguredand decla- 

red in and by that which is moſt like oꝛ neere in nature, kinde 

and qualitie:ſo is the dignity, perſon and function of the moft 

holy Meſſiah pꝛefigured and fozeſhewed acco2ding to the wil⸗ 

dome andp;ouidence ofthe Almighty, where the types agres 

well with the things typed. Chereloꝛe it was conimanded in 

the lawe, thatthe Lambes which were taken loꝛ the ſacrifices 

Exod. ia. . ſhould be cleane without all blemiſhes, as ſuch as Habel offe. 
Gen, 4. 4. red vp to the Loꝛd, ol the beſt or his locks. Thereloꝛe Aaron 


* | of . the Loꝛds Pꝛieſt ( who in his body pꝛeligured the body of Meſ⸗ 


Exod. 28.30. ſiah, and in his garments expꝛeſſed theextellency and perfecti- 
Leit. 8. & 2 1. on of his graces and vertues) was a perſon without delectes oz 
6.18 blemifhesofbedy.andglozious in his beautifull oꝛnamentes, 
accoꝛding to the tommandement, the which alſo my ſelfe ( being 
the pꝛeſent high Pꝛieſt ) am holden to retaine and vſe, and the 
which, loꝛ that Abiather mp pꝛedeceſſoꝛ vſed not, but abuſed, 
be was luſtlydepꝛiued. Moſes alſo (who bꝛought our fathers 

out of the houſe ol bondage and the ſame whome har propher 

ſchould reſemble) was a man welbeloued of God, wel learned 
ſanctifped and made like vnto him in the gloꝛy of his Angels: 
Lſkewiſe the Captaine Ioſuah (whome the Loꝛde appointed x 
enabled ts lead our fathers into this pꝛomiſed land) was a man 

fall ofthe ſpirit ol wiſedome, & the Loꝛd his God both ſtrẽgth⸗ 

nedand encouraged him, whereby hee might be made a meete 
figureofthe true Ichoſuah, our leader and guide info the 
land ol the lining. To beebaiefe, David,the Kings father (who 

in his time bare an excellent figure of that Meſſiah hoth in his 
annointing, nature, xuigne.exaltation, and humiltation) Was a 

man after Gods one heart, and euerp way furniſhed with df- 

vine graces, and right pꝛincely vertues meete foz the ſame. 
The like may be laid ol our foꝛefathers Adam, Enoch, Noab, 
Abraham, Iſaack, Iacob, Ioſeph, Sampſon the Nazarite, 
others, in and by whome the Lozd our God wold tipe andfoze- 

ſhew his deare ſonne the Meſſiah, notwithſtanding all their 
humane imperſections and flechly inürmities. All theſe 1 
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ſaſde the Pꝛintes) haue we hearde with great delight and that The princes, 

to our full ſatiſtacion in that part. Foz ( indeede) ſuch is the na- 

ture ol the dinine pzopoztions in the lawe, in t he Pꝛophetes 

and in the pſalmes : And therefoꝛe, he whichbp the wiſedome, 

will and pꝛouidence of God is made a liuely t᷑ ercellent figure of 

that holy Meſſiah, muſt of neceſſitie be a Saint, e not a dam- 

ned loꝛetch, repꝛobate, oꝛ pzophane. But now what will ye 

pꝛoduce foz the pꝛoofe of this, that ur Lord King Solomon(a- 

mong thoſe bleſſed Fathers) bythe /ame wiſedome, will and pro p 

vidence,ordained and made a right figure of that moſt holy Meſſis n + — ab. 

ah ? This pꝛopoſition (ſaide Zadok) can neither bee denied Ms 

no! abandoned:butconfeſfed and receiued aſwell of them now 

lining as of al them that (Fail come alter vs in all poſterities, 

who inthe due.con®deration thereof with the circumTances, 

ſhill grant and conclude with vs in the ſame, And this map 

eaſily be gathered and pꝛoued to put all men out of doubt. Firlk 

in that accoꝛding to the diuine pꝛouidence and diredion, hehath 

built and garniſhed that right gloztous Temple in Ieruſalem, Solomon in che 

an houſe dedicated to the name ofthe Loꝛde: the which doubt⸗ building of the 

lefſe ſtandt tk fo2 a perfect figure of p holy Koheleh 82 Church Temple, ſigu- 

ol the Loꝛde our God, whether miſticall inthe Congregation = * * 

ol them that ſerue God after his will declared in his worde: n 

oꝛ ſpirituall in the heart and minde ol all the faithfull where it 

pleaſcth the holy ſpirite of diſcipline todwell:o2 gloꝛious in bea- 

ven ol ail them that be deltuered from hence and tranſlated into 

the ſocietie of the teleſtiall angels. An houſe indeede, which 

none either in heauen oꝛ in earth can oꝛ muſt bailde oꝛ garniſh 

but onelp that moſt holy Meſſiah and pꝛomiſed Seede. And 

this was pꝛeligured by the womans bodp, betweene whome & 

the Serpent the Loꝛdſet enmity:and ſignified in that Adam 

called her Havah the mother of all lining. Herein are founde 

thoſe kindꝛeds ol the earth, who in the pꝛomiſed Seed are bleſ- 

ſed foz ener. And this is that pꝛincely ſpowſefſe, indeede,of the 

which the King in a pꝛopheticall Spirite ſpake in his 

Schir-haſſchirim: -mozeouer , this is that ſame which n . 
was ſhadowed in the family of faithfull Abraham, in 

the Arke of Noah the righteous, which was builte 

and pꝛouided accozding to the | a; the Lozde gaue — 


Solomon is a 


The Church 
figured. Fi 
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and mankind pzeſerned, in and by the houſe ol king David, 
wherein God was honoured and ſerued in the true vſe ol the 
law, pꝛaier, and the holy ſacriſices, and by the mount oz caſtle 
of Zion, from the which both the halte and the blind were takẽ 
away:that the bꝛight rim and right Z hunum with all know - 
ledge and perle ction might dwell there. And the ſame is doubt 
lelle expꝛeſſed in this great and holy houſe, which the king hath 
built foꝛ the name ol his God, wherein, wee map not imagine 
that the King hath beene moꝛe curious then godly, moꝛe pze- 
ciſe then pzofitable,oz moze ſumptuous then wiſe, conſidering 
that there is not the leaſt iote o: point therein, which hath not 
eſther his pꝛoper ble, oꝛ miſtical entendemẽt:a s in place here- 
alter pe may better heare and conſider therof with iudgemẽt. 
Andthereof wee may gather # conclude, that as the holy Meſ- 
ſiah was killed in Abel, deliuered his church figurateiy in No 
ah, was foꝛeſhewed the Father ok all: nations in Abraham, 
was offered vp on the Altar in Ilaack, was bleſſed in Iacob, 
was a deliuerer of mankind out ofthe ſerpents tiranny in Mo 
ſes,was a Sautour of the Loꝛdes peeplein Ichoſuah, and 
boꝛne, and annointed, andhumbled,and exalted, andfauoured 
in David: ſo hath he built his Church figurately in our Loꝛde 
King Solomon. Furthermoze,this is ſtrongly ratified aſwell 
by the repoꝛt and teſtimony of thoſe recoꝛdes which the pꝛophet 
Nathan hath wzittenand left vnto vs: as by the conſent ol our 
owne knowledge and conſcſence, which haue both ſeene and 
heard,andin wiſedome conſidered one thing with another.By 
the which we areſare,that all thoſe dinine pꝛomiſes which the 
202d God made aſwelltoKing Solomon as to David his 
Father do aime and point further then either to David, ozts 
Solomon, yea, they concerne that moſt excellent K. the Meſ⸗ 
ſiah which was ſo pꝛomiſed and typed, and beleeued, and expe · 
cted to come, and that in many thinges, the which the R. hath 
begunne oꝛ erpzeſſed miſkfcally, ſhall bee accompliſhed made 
and perfoꝛmed indeede in the true Meſſiah, t that ſome things 
are common both in th one and in th other, as by comparing 
them and their actions ſhalbe eaſily perceiued in due time. But 
firff concerning this ligure J meane Ring ay" 
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King David had determined to build an houſe fo2 the name o 
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the Lozd: and that the houſe ſhoulde bee made and p2opoztio- 


ned accoꝛding to the waiting and charge which the Lozde had 2. Sam. y. iq. ; 


giuen him: Net ſaid the Lozd; / will not chat thou ſhalt build that 
houſe: but out of thy loines ſhall ſpring one that (ball builde the ſame. 
For thou art a man of warre, and art much troubled as yet: but he 
ſhalbe a man of reſt: aud I will give him reit on every fide; that hee 
may the betttr compaſſe and effect the ſame. By the which D2a- 
cle, David did not onely vnderſtand, that his will and pleaſure 
was, p ſuch an houſe ſhould be builded, which ſhold pzefigurate' 
his holy congregation: but alſo he learned, by whome thoſe 
two houſes ſhould be builded: Mo wbeit, not by King David, 
although he were a man after Gods ownehearc, and in many 
thinges a true figure ofthe Meſſiah hut by his Seed: 4 pet not 
both by one and the ſame perſon: but the one ſhould be made by 
his ſonne Solomon, whome hee begat on Bethſabe: the other 
by the holy Meſſiah, who albeit hee bee the ſonne of the high⸗ 
eſt, is after the fleſh Davids ſonne. Fo2 hee is to riſe not onely 
in Iudahs- tribe: but alſo in the houſe and linage of David, ac- 
coꝛding as the ſame David ſaid thereof in the perſon of God : 7 
have made a {aithfall promiſe to David, and J will not alter it ,of 
the ſeed of thy body will I raiſe vp to ſet vpon thy throne, whoſe daies 


ſvalbe as the dates of heaven, And therein, hee woulde that as fi- 


gures go becoze things figured,and voices befoꝛe wozds: ſo the 
building ol this materiall houſe ſhonite go befoze the building 
ofthe Church(as touching the times and ſeaſons wherein the 
Lo2d wold woꝛk + manifeſt his heanelp wil e pleaſure therein 


The building. 
of two houſes 
by two ſundiy 


pcrlons, 


as Baalam ſaid, I ſhall ſee him hut not now, and beholde him but Num. 24. 


not jer(foz euery thing vnder the heauens hath his appointed 
time) And ſo, that this foꝛmer Houſe ſhoulde bee a figure of the 
latter in all due pꝛopoꝛtions, and the Builder of the one ſholde 


pꝛefigurate the Builder of the other. Therefoze, as the ſoz- 


mer is a true figure of the Church of Meſſiah, which hee ſhall 
inthe due time gather and build to himſelfe:ſo is King Solomõ 
(the ſonne ol David, wha hath built this Temple) atrue figure 


ol that Meſſiah. And truely albeit King David was not per- 


mitted to build either houſe in his dapes: pet, towardes the 
0 $ | building 


1, Chro. 21. 


z Am 7. 13, 
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and perfo2mance of all thinges in and concerning 
them both, hee gathered and p:onited many thinges of 


the bighelt requeſt . Foꝛ towardes the material houſe 


hee gathered and made ready hewed ffones , plentte of 
Iron, Doozcs, V2alle. without waighte, Cedar trees 
without number, and hee mode oꝛdinances and lawes, and 
pꝛepared thinges in grrat abundance, the wbich alſo are. 


not without their ſiqutfication. of greater mattersthere- 


in ſhadowed. 
gaine to wardes both the Pyſticall and ſpirituall houſe 
fo bee builded in the due time, as he was the man whome 
the Loꝛde choſe to raigne oner his inberitance, and loꝛ his ex» 
cellent Songes was called he ſwecre finger of Iſrael: ſo 
bee exerciſed himſelfe in the dinine ſcraices , hee ruled 
the Lordes people and pꝛepared them to the Loves houſez 
pea , hee compoſed and modulated many ſpirituall and 
ſweete Pſalmes , Hymnes, and Songes to the pzapſe 
of God, and the edification of his Church: hee pꝛouided alſo 
and left behinde hum, loz the heauenly Solomon, manp 
pꝛopheſics. teſtimonies, and holy examples, from and by 
the which hee might vouchſafe at his comming into tbe 
woztde to take, gather aud con firme, pea, and to confozmg 
to purpoſe his dectrine and woꝛkes fo2 the better cdificati+ 
on ol his Church. Foz hee hath plainely ſpoken befoze 
in the Spirtte of the nature, the dignitie, the funion.the 
obedfence , the diligence, the tranailes, the manner of 
life, the manner of death, the riſing and the wonderfull 
glozp of that Bing of Ilrael, and declared bimſelfe ahluely 
figure ofthe lame. 
Mozecuer howſorner theſe 20miſes befo2e- made 
doe pointe and belong pzoperlp to the moſt holy Meſ- 


ſiah, and not to anp man beſides him: (as they doe 


indeede) pet to declare that David, the Ringes Father 
did not wholp extclude Solomon his Bonne bozne-of Beth- 
ſabe, but did ſo vnderſtand the woztesſpoken in this caſe, as 
that literally the ſame Solomon was the perſõ eſpecially choſe | 
and 
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und appointed fo build that aareriall huuſe therefoze he ſaid had LC. 
an mine heart to build an houſe of reſt for the Arbe of the covenant of © * 
the Lorde: & for the footeſtoole of our od: & bad made ready for 
the building: But God ſaid to mec, thou (halt nat build an bouſe for 
wy name, becauſe thou haſt beene a man of warre, and haſt ſhedde 
bloud.Againe. And he ſaid vuto mee Solomon thy Sonne, heſpall Verſe 6. 
build me an houſe & courtes:for l have choſen him to bee my Sonne 
I wilbe bis father Then turning himſelle to Solomon, bee 
ſaide And thou Solomon my Sonne, know thou the Lorde of thy 
fathers & ſerve him with a pure heart, & with a willing minde. A- 
gaine.7 ake heede nom; for the Lord hath choſen thee to build him 
an houſe of a Sanctuary: bè ſtrong therefore, & ſhew thy ſelfe a man. Ve 10. 
And in this ſenſe didK, Solomon alſo take the woꝛdes of the 
Loꝛd which Nathan the pꝛophet bzought him, as himſelle teſti⸗ 
lied. when ſending to Hyram the Tyrian king fo2 further pꝛo- 
viſton, he ſaid: Z hon MH eſt that David my father could not build 1. King. gaz. 
an houſe vnto the name of Ichovah his God, for the warres which | 
were about him on every ſide, untill the Lorde put them wnder the 
ſoales of his feete. But now lehovah my God bath given me reſt on 
every ſide, ſo that their u neither adverſary nor evil to reſiſt. And 
behold 1 am determined to build an houſe unto the name of Ieho- 
vah my God as Ichovah ſpake vnto David wy father ſaying: 
Thy ſonne whame I will ſet vpon thy ſeate for thee, he all build an 
houſe unto my name Andthat Solomon did this perfoʒme accoz 2 Chro.6,10. 
dingly, himſelle teſtified againeſaping: Jam riſen vp in the 
roome of David my father, & am ſet onthe ſeatof Iſrael, as Ie- 
hovah promiſed, & have built an houſe for the name of Jehovah 
the God of Iſrae l. Fo) indeed, in thefower hundgeth andfower- . Kings 6. 7. 
ſcoze peer after that our fathers came out ofthe land of Egipt 2. Chr. 3. 
and in the ko wrth peere of the raigne ol king Solomon vpon 
Iſrael, ę in the moneth iff( which is the ſecond in our accofit / prin. 
he began to build this houſe , and in the eleuenth peere, in the i Kings 6.38; 
moneth * Bul, ( which is the eight) was the ſame houle finiſh- October 
ed thzoughaut all the partes thereol, accoꝛding to the faſhion ol 
it, and fo was hee ſeuen yeeres in tbe building olit, that in the 
mount Moriah, in the place where firſt Cain, and Abel, and 
Alter ward Noah offered their m— pea and in the Alley 


Verſe 9s 
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of Arnon,there wherein, David( whenhee ſaw the Angell 
with his dzawne worde) was commaunded fo reare his 
altar. Qeuertheleſle, to ſigniũe, that both this perſon and his 
woꝛke had a further and higher aime, then either wee coulde 
ee with the eye, oꝛ compꝛehend in thought, much leſle vtter 
with the tongue (as the thinges ol God are ſuch as paſſe all 
mens vnderſtanding) wee bearde what the King himſelfe 
ſaid? when hee dedicated the houſe vnto God: And wil 
God in very deere (ſaid hee) dwellwith men on earthꝰ Beholde 
lea ven, and the heaven above all heavens may not containe him! 
How mucih leſſe the houſe which 1 have but? Foꝛ the King 
(as bee had the wiſedome of the holy Spirite ) knew right 
well, that this ſhoulde p2efigurate the Church of the holy 
Meſſiah , and that not onely the ſame. which is oz ſhalbet 
militant on earth, but that ſpirituall Temple of Godin the 
ſoule and minde of man, yea, and alſo ſhoulde expꝛeſſe(as 
by a lively Simbole ) the ſocietie triumphant and gloꝛious in 
1 ; bheauen. Thercfozeashee alluded therein ta Noah in the 
90-25 & a building of the Arke, and to Moſes in the framing el the Ta⸗ 
2. Sam. 5g. S. 9. bernacle, and to David in the inſtitution and diſpoſing ol 
1. Chro. a8. i. the Tower of Zion, and followed the pꝛopoꝛtion which his 
852 Father David had plotted and pꝛeſcribed: ſo hee expꝛeſ- 
ſed not onely his earneſt lone, and heartie zeale that hee 
had to his God, but his deſire to diſplap and ſec foozth 
the wonderſul perſection-and excellent gloꝛy of that Church, 
Neither pet did hee ſhewe bimſelfe either teo curious, oz 
too coſtlp, oꝛ ouer glozious , oꝛ ſuperſtitious, oꝛ ſuper llu· 
ous in any one oznament, o2 in the leaſt title oz thing 
whatſocuer in and about the ſame houſe, albeit both the 
wozke was magnificent, of great charge and labour, and 
the oꝛnamentes in and about the ſame rare, pꝛetious, and ma- 
ny in number. Foz truely as this materiall Temple ſigniũ⸗ 
eth that Temple of Meſſiah, Whether miſt icall in the Con- 
gregation oꝛ ſpirituall in the faithful ſoule, oꝛ glozious in hea- 
ven: ſo the oꝛnamentes and diuers and ſumd2y functions and 
garniſhings and glozy of the ſame, expꝛeſſe and declate viito vs 
the ndble per ſonages, functions, oꝛders, miniſteries ; 3 


— 


2. Chro. 6. 18. 
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dran in the ſame. Foꝛ there bee godly Ringes and Pꝛin⸗ 

tes, ꝛophets, pꝛieſtes, Miniſters, Judges. Magiſtrates and 

many wi'e and holy perſons, both men and women : there is 

the wiledome the iudgement, the ir:ffifications, the ſanctificatt- 

ons. the perfections,andin 8 woꝛd all the graces ofth:Saindts 

and there are the angels, heauenly ſpirites, Abraham, Iſaak, 

Jacob, Moſes, lofuah, and other with the gloꝛp of the chil- 

dꝛen cf God. But ye happily defire, that ſome certaine partt- 

culars might be pꝛoduced in this compariſon. C o ſpeake of all, it 

wold both wearp me +cofound pour hearing, they are ſo many 

t wonderful, vea, beyond the knowledge of man as vet: neither 

is it meete that wee ſhould ·inueſtigate ouer curioully, and Deut 29 25. 
ſift out too pꝛeciſeip that which is laid vp in the diuine counſail 

vntil the happy tune ol the Meſſiah, who then !( and not beloze) 

ſhall tell vs al thinges, pea things hidden from the beginning. 

In the meane time, it iz enough that we beliene this, that the 

law ſhall go fooꝛth from Z ion, and the woꝛd of the Lozd from _ 
Ieruſalem. And firſt (as pe haue heard and doe perceiue) the The Church i, 
Church of the Mefftah is pꝛefigured and erpꝛeſſed wholp like an houſe. 
by an houſe: and that conueniently in regarde of the Wa 
partes, eꝛders, and vſe thereof . But this houſe hath two 8 
generall partes, whereof the one is that, in the which al⸗ 1 
well the people, as the pꝛieſtes do enter, where in they pzap 
they teach. they heare, they offer ſacrifice, they pʒ aiſe God, they 
talke and declare their holy deuotion and obedience to God 
and the law in their ſeuerall places and function: th other 
generall parte is that Holicſt place, into the which none but on: 
ly the high N ꝛieſt and that once in the peere entreth ts ſacrt- 
fice aſwell foꝛ b mſelfe, as fo2 the people. By the fo2mer is 
expꝛeſſed the condition of that part of the Church, which is in 
this life militant, gathered and made vp of all ſo2tes aſwell of 
the common peonle, as of the pꝛieſtes, and of the Gentiles, to- 
gether with the Jewes By the latter is ſignified that part 
which containety onely the Lozdes holy eleck and gloꝛious 
companp af heauenly @ainctes in the kingdome ol holy Mel. 
fan. Bet weene thoſe two partes of the Temple there 
is made a certaine loſte o2 Chamber boozded o; ſeled. 
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By the which is not vnaptly ſigniſied mans oz tall body in 
this woꝛld: the which neuertheleſſe, being once rent oz diſſol- 
ved, the gate o2 entrante is made open of the paſlage from the 
one part to the other. Koꝛ by this, we paſſe out of the troubles: 
and confuſion ol this plate, into the place of gloꝛie. This Tem. 
ple hath a foundation ſtrong and permanent: by the which is 
ſignified the power and might ol Meſſiah, who beeing beſt a- 
ble to ſuppozt and beare the burden and building of his Church 
hath laid the ſame on himſelle, as that ſure rocke of reſt, vpon 
the which whatſoener is faſt grounded ſhall ſtand and neuer 
fall. This is the ſame,by whome our fathers in the wilderneſſe 
were relieued and ſtrengthned. This Temple hath alſo walleg 
ffanding on that foundation, raiſed vp of framed ſtones, and ſet 
well in oꝛder: by the which we vnderffand the goodly compa- 
nies ol holy men, rightly diſpoſed and well oꝛdered in the ſame. 
There bee alſo windowes to giue in the light: By the which 
are ment the oꝛder olthe wiſe teachers c miniſters in p ſame: 
There be pꝛetious ſtones, which note the moſt excellent Þzin- 
ces, Pꝛophets, Pꝛieſtes, and Pagiſtrates. There bee 
two Altars. wherof the one is ol gold, ſtanding in the holieſt 
place thj other is of bꝛaſſe ſtanding in the other part. Vp the 
koꝛmer, we conſider the merite of Meſſiah, by the other the 
pure heart ol the holy ones. On the one is offered the ſame vn- 
ſpotted Lambe, vntothe which all the ſacrificed Lambes ol 
our law do point:on the other, is lifted vp that ſacrifice of pꝛai⸗ 
er, faith, thanklgiuing and righteoulnes, whereol Uing David 
hath ſpoken. There bee alſo Cherubins in the holieſt place: 
which note thoſe Angels and miniſtring Spirits which ſtan⸗ 
ding in the heauenly pꝛeſence, are moſt obedient to his wil, and 
euen ready to helpe, ſuccour and comfoꝛt the Saincts which are 
on the earth. There bee lights and Candles in number ten: 
Bythe lights are ment the doarine ol the right knowledge 
of God by the which the people are taught and inſtructed: and 
by the Candleſtickes wee map confider that diuine law 
vnto the which hee woulde that all choſe doctrines and 
inſtructions ſhoulde dzawe men , and to note the perfedt- 
on thereof (as alluding to the tenne commaundementes 0 | 
{ 
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the Law) which indeede conteineth the very ſumme of all o- | 
ther commandements, they are in number ten: fo2 this is a 
number of perfection. Pozeoner, on the walles bee certaine 
pictures moſt gloztoully beautified , which expꝛeſſe the noble 
graces, and vertues of thoſe liuely ſtones, Jmeane the ſaints: 
and withall diners other things right beautifull and moſt ad- 
mirable, which alſo are to bee applyedfo ſomanylundzy fun- 
ctions, admin iſtrations, duties offices i vertues in the Church 
of Meſsiah, of the which J may not pꝛeſently delate, noꝛ may 
as yet pꝛeſume to vntold that, which J know ſhall be ſhut vp 
and faff ſealed from the perfect knowledge of man, vntill 
the comming ol that moſt holy one. Moſes himſelle conld ſee Many things 
but the very 4acke partes of him, whom he deſired fo behold, te {<«led vp 
and things whtch ſhallbe indeede,are as obſcurely ſhadowed kon lege. 
vnto vs, as pet. But when hee commeth, hee will both con; before the 
firme that which is declared, and ſhewe all things elſe moſt comming of 
plainly, which pet are kidden from our eyes. Now, all theſe *<{ab, 
things (my Loꝛds are not vnknowne vnto pon, oz at the leaſt 
vnto ſome of you : and therefoꝛe Jam ſure, pee will not yeld- 
to this, that the ing ſhould bee either called oz accounted a 
damned, oꝛ repꝛobated, oz pꝛophane perſon: but rather (as 
pee ſhould indeed) conclude and ſubſcribe to this: that King So- 
lomon, whom the Lord his God hath appointed the Builder of his 
Temple, which ſo lix eln expreſſeth the holy Church of Meſsiah, 
and therein hath made him an excellent figure of that Mes ſiah, 
it a Saint of the Lord, elected and ordained to ſal vation. 
To this anſwered all the Pꝛinces. Indeede, wee know it: 
but much the better by this pour explanation. And therefoꝛe 
we ſee no reaſon to denie pour concluſion: but rather (as we 
ſhould doe) acknowledge and conkeſſe the Rings Holines, and 
ſubſcribe to that whatſoeuer pe haue ſaid concerning the ſame. 
And now (my Lozd Zadok) if pe haue any thing els, further 6 
to ratiſte oꝛ eſtabliſh that which pee haue aſſamed (although 
we doubt not ef any thing) Me pꝛap you to bꝛing it fooꝛth 
allo, that his Highneſſe be not defrauded of that which in right 
hee ought to haue, noꝛ others lelt without a reſolution of that 
whereof they might peraduenture reſt doubtfull. Neither are 
wee any thing weary to heare pou to ſpeake ſo iuſtlp koꝛ the 
| king. 
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king, fo delectably loꝛ vs, and ſo p2ofitably fo2 the people. Yee 

haue thus farre walked in a very pleaſant wap: Walke on as 
pet, (good father) pꝛoceed, and bee not faint, the ende of this 
courſe is both p2ofitable andright pꝛaiſe wozthy in the-iudge- 
ment of allgood men. 


| Car. XXVII. 
Zadok proauceth many other arguments to proove that 
Solomon was « Saint appointed to Jalvatio 7. 
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| Adokliftening to the godly deſire of he 
Pꝛinces, touching the further p2ovatt- 


— 


= __ on ol the kings holmes, and acceptation 
i= 5 4 with the Loꝛd, not withſtãding his ſins, 


(RE! KS opened his mouth againe and laide: God 
BS. 2 2 \= 2 fozbid (mp Lo2ds) that J ſhould either 
ay conccile oz Reepe backe any thing, of 

3 that which map either ſatiſfie pon to be 
revealed, 92 confirme .mp.fozmer p2opoſition, in the which J 
aſſamed, that tbe king was a Saint of the Lorde. Therefoze . 
bearken, and J willſpeake. As the Loꝛd our God had choſen 
and appointed the king to be a true figure of Meſsiah in — 
building ol his Temple: and therein a Saint of the Lord: S 
alſo hath the ſame L era oꝛdained and declared manp other 5 
table things in and by the king, to foꝛe · ſhew and expꝛeſſe the 
ſame: foz ſurely vnto this beJangeth alſo the honoꝛ of bis birth 
and acceptation, bis diuers titles and names, his wiſedom, his 
iudgements his wealth, his kingdom, his fame, with manp bis 
actions, his woꝛds, his qualities, his graces, his vertues, and 
rare enduments moſt admirable in the eves of al! men. Of 
ſome few of the which 3 will ſpeake very baiefely: fo2 to fell of 
them al, J am not able, tbep are both ſo many and wonderfull, 
much leſſe to apply them in euery point to him, wbome with 
bis vertues theſe things doe loze· ſhew, and teach vnto men, 

Solomon a f And firft touching the honoꝛ ol the kings birth, and ac- 
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of David: as befoze it hath bene ſaid, concerning whom the 
Loꝛd made afaithfull pzomile, ſa;:ing ; Of the ſerde of thy bode 


will I ſet upon thy ſeate. Yowbcit, the Lord alio ſaide to David 2. Sam. y. 13. 


concerning bim: / will bee hes father, and hee ſhell bee my ſone. 
Surelp, this pzoperly fits the Meſs:ah, who is to come of the 
fede of David: and pet hee is that naturali Sonne of God. 
Lhereof ſpake ths kings father, /ehovnh ſayd to my Lord [it thou 
on my right hand: Againe, Thou art myſorme,thi: day hade Ibegot- 
tenthec. T his is he (indeed)to whom the ſtabilitie of the king- 
dome of Iſrael is pꝛomiſed. Where the Lord ſaid: / wil eſtabliſb 
the throne of his kingdome for euer. Solomon; ag pet ſitteth on 
the thzone , & gouerneth his kingdom: but the time will come, 
that (as the tipes muſt ceaſe, when the things typed come in 
place) our N oꝛd R. Solomon ſhal yeldandgiue his plate to the 

holy Meſsiah, that true Sonne of God when he ſhall begin to 

raigne in mount Zion. Therefoze let vs conclude: that the 

king pꝛeliguring alſo in this point the holy Meſsiah, i a Saint 


of the Lord. Setondly, the Lord hath impoſed, 4 oꝛdained ſuch g lo mon in bis 
titles and names to and foʒ the king as might no leſſe expꝛeſſe N mes a figure 
and ſet foꝛth the ſame thing. We heard befoze,that the king had of Meliiah. 


ſuch Names dstended to th exemplilication of his honoz ; but 
pet, it was not then conſicered of enerp one of vs, to what cey- 
taine perſon, oꝛ thing thole names pꝛoperly pointed: foz it is ve- 
ry certain, p euery ofthoſe names are moꝛe pꝛoper to the Meſ- 
ſiah, then to the king, albeit they were on him iuſtly impoſed, 
aud ol him at the firſt literally vnderſtood. The Lord Ge him⸗ 
ſelf ſpeaking vnto David of this perſon, per euer he was bone 


92 begotten, ſaid: H Name ic Schelomon: which is Peaceable, 1. Schelomon. 


oꝛ a maker of peace. Andthe Lord ſhewed the reaſon thereof, 
ſaying: For I will giue himreft from his enemies round about him, 
I will ſend peace & quietnes vpon Iſrae l. By this he ſoꝛeſhew - 
eth the true Melchiſalem, that king of peace, the tight recon- 
tiler ol his elea-vnto himſeife, who without this noble Pzince 
are at wars with the Lora, oppoſed to the intoilerable ſtrokes 
or his Juſtice. But heereef it is, that they haue quiet conſci⸗ 
ences, peace with God, and finally eternall reſt and ſa- 
fetie in the moſt glozions kingdome of the Ring of peace, 
To this alſo aymeth the bleſſed peace and * | 


I .cho,z 1.9. 


2 2-Tedid-iah. 
2 Sam, iz. 24. 


- King Solomon 
that the Lord hath given the king, and thꝛough him vnto vs; 


rom our bodily enemies on euery ſide in thoſe the hapy dayes 


Next when the Loꝛde would erpꝛeſſe his loue and affection 
towards him, and againe, the loue and affection that hee had 
and ſhould haue to the Lozde his God, thereby the ſooner to 
loꝛeſhe lu the mutuall loue and delight bet weene God and that 
holy Meſsiah: he ſent the Pꝛophet Nathan ( as ſome of you 
pet remember) who accoꝛding to the diuine pleaſure, cal ed him 
Icdid-1ah, Beloued of God. Foz ſo it is witten, that / 


Lord loned him, therefore he called bis Name Tedid-1ah , of the 


Lordes-behalfe. Jndeede, it pleaſed the Lo2de in this ſoꝛt to 
declare his loue to the king: Howbeit, the Name p2operly fit- 
teth that perſon, to whom the Lo2dſatd (as befoze) Z hon art 
my beloved ſonne this day haue ] begotten thee: And the lame 
which the e Arabian. Qgeene did myſtically point vnto, when in 
the ſpirit of Pꝛopheſie, ſhe ſaid to the king. Seſſed be the Lord 


ty God which loved thee. * After this, the kings mother, namely 


3 Lemuel. 
Pro. 31.1. 


Aucen Bethſabe (that not without the inſtinct ofthe heauenly 
ſpirit) perceiuing the maieſtie efeare of God in him, & withall 
knowing him to be made a linelp figure of the holy Meſsiah, 
called him Læmuel, that is God with him, oꝛ God with them: 
meaning that God was with him, e that he was as God vnto 


the people, as Moſes wasſometimes ſaid to be. The which 


tiftle therefoze fitteth none ſo pꝛoperly as it doth that bꝛight 
Starre ( 21>) which Balaam deſcried and ſpake of in his pꝛo⸗ 
pheſie, the which(as tue haue obſerued) containeth both the nũ⸗ 
ber ol the name ineffable, and the number of the Divine lam: 
fo2 the two foꝛmer letters +> make in number 26. the which 
alſo the name mm peeldeth and the two latter letters make 
22. in which number ol letters, is wꝛitten the whole lawe, 


the which onelp in the time of the right Læmuel ſhall bee per 


Gen. 4920. 
FI Koheleth 
Eccles. i, 
np 


foꝛmed and thꝛoughly affected in him, by whom there ſhall be 
but one Lord, and one Law : one faith and one religion: one 
ſheepheard, and one ſheepefold, Laſtlyhe hath another Name, 
which no leſle (indeed) appertainech to that right Shilon vnto 
whom the gathering of the peopleſhall bee. That is Kohe- 


leth, which ſignineth a Congregato2,02aPzeacher,oz a buil- 
1 ; der 


*. 
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der ol a Church. The Ring bad this Name wozthflv impo- 
ſed partly in regard of his wiſcdwne which was in him won 
derfuli beyond alothers, as if in one and the ſame perſon ſhould 
be heape dand layd vp together, al the wiſedom and knowledge 
both diuine and humane, which not onelp any other one man, 


but wp ich all men together at the fame tine lining, had oz 


could contane oꝛ compꝛehend: partly in regarde ol his Office 
and miniſtetie, by the which he did not oneiy builde the mate; 
riall houſe, which ſhould pꝛefigurate both the myſficall, ſpiri- 
tuall and eternall: but alſo did pꝛeach and mdeuoꝛ to call into 
the ſame, and to inſtruct and confoꝛme all others aſwell Gen- 


tiles às Iewes in the true Religion of the moſt holy and euer · 


laſting God. But, the effecting of all this pzoperly belongeth 
to that holy Meſsiah, who bath and ſhall haue in his time all 


wiſedome, and all knowledge without meaſure, and thereof | 


: ſhall giue and diſpoſe aboundantly to others and by his pꝛoper 


a Ahn 


miniſterie gather together the out-caſfs of Iſrael, -bzing 
home them that bee and ſhall be ſcattered abꝛoad. by his wiſe- 
dome iuſtiſie the multitude in bearing their miſdeedes, and 
not onelp builde of diuers ones and ſundꝛy things, a Church 


and holy Congregation to bimſolfe: but alſo defend, foſter, ſu- 


ſeine and pꝛeſerue ihe ſame fo2 eucr. Nowe (mp Lo2des) in 
all theſe things hath cur Loꝛde the King right woꝛthily pze- 
figuredtheholp Me ſsiah: to the which J hope vc will wil- 
ly ſubcr be, and thereof conclude with mee, that hee is neither 
a damne d, noꝛ a repꝛobate, oꝛ a pꝛophane perſon: but a gu- 


ih, | s The conſent 
ler Sant of the moſt high, To this anſwered the Pzinces pee e 


haue well ſpoken (moſt renerend father) and ſemblably apply - 
ed whatſoever yee haue pꝛoduted foꝛ the king. Manx things 
whereof wee knowe, and all other things wee belecne to 
be true, as pee haue declared them: therefoze wee will glad⸗ 
ly both ſubſcribe to the ſame, and conclude with vou loz the 
Kings lolines. Moꝛouer, as me haue been willing toheare pou, 
and are glad of thoſe pour reſolutiens : ſo are wee not weary, 
but moꝛe willing as pet to heare pon further and further in 
theſe things: neither ſhall ve bee moꝛe ready lo ſpeake, then - 
— — be pleaſed to liſten and —— to vnderſtand them © 
eries of the kings excellencp and gloꝛie. . 
| A Thereloꝛe 


Solomon in 
his dignitie 


prefigureth + 


Chriſt, 


L. king. io. 


8 King Solomon 


- Therekoze, if pe haue aup thing elſe to pꝛoduce, ſay on wee 
| beſeech ou | 


To this ſaid Zadok : ea (my Loꝛds) there be as yet, ma- 


- ny maze Arguments to this purpole, andmoze then J minde 
at this time to p2zoduce, It ſhall be ſufficient that among ma- 
np, I take ſome few. Fo2 the thing being already ſo well pꝛo⸗ 
ved, that of the trueth fewe oz none nerde to doubt, it map 


be bootleſſe foꝛ mee to heape together ouer-much, left J may 
not onely ſeꝛme to affirme and confirme that which no man 
denieth : but allo to confound your memoꝛies with ambages 
and tedious circumſtances. But hearken againe. As it hath 
well pleaſed the e wigbtie to elect king Solomon, to appoint 
him the builder of his houſe, to honoz his birth, and to entitle 
him with thoſe moſt ſoueraigne Names : ſo hath hee made 
him king ouer his people Iſrael, to doe vnto them equitie and 


righteouſneſſe. And this the Lo2de did in his loue to his peo- 


ple, as the noble Queene of Saba ſaid at her being here: and ſo 
ſaid Hy ram the king ol Tyrus, wꝛilingto the king : Becauſe 
the Lord loved Iſrael, therefore hath he placed the hing over them. 
M herein, wee ſee how he typeth the holy Meſsiah, foꝛ inſo- 
much as the L oꝛd loued his Church (J meane all thoſe faith- 


« full ones, whomhe had befoꝛe elected and purpoſed to gloꝛiſie in 
the end) he made his Meſsiah their Pꝛince and Captaine. He 


gaue vnto them in his good pleaſure, ſuch a king, as might ſit 
vpon mount Sion, from whence he had expelled all the halt and 
the blinde, that this king of the right Urim aud Thamin might 
be placed, and raigne therein, doing righteouſneſſe and equitie 
vnto his Saints. If thercfoze the L oꝛde loued Iſrael, and in 
his pleaſure placed ouer them a king, whom he allo loued, and 
by the ſame would pzefigurate both his Meſsiah t his Church, 
what ſhould let bs in this to conclude fo2 the kings holineſſe? 
Mozeouer, the end of this gouernment ſhooteth to the ſame 


ſcope: which is to doe equitie and righteouſues. This our king 


endeuoured to his power, and ſo much perfozmed,as a moztall 

man could : but the full perfection thereofindeede is reſerned 

to the ſt hoch ſcede, which is appointed to combine the Lozds 

Iuſtice wity his Mercie, & therofconclude Equities: when lay- . 

ing mans guilt on himſelle, hee ſhall beare the ſtrokes - the 
| diuine 
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diuine ſulfice : and imputing his perfection vnto man, hee 
hall pzocure him pardon, Thus ſhall iuſtice be adminiſtred, 
. pet mercy ſhall not be abandoned but one thing ſo conſidered 
with another, that both righleouſneſſe and equitie ſhall bee ex- 
fended. This wozke (J ſap) is pꝛoper to the Meſsiah, where 
in thereloꝛe our Loꝛd king Solomon tandeth a true figure. 
Furhermoze to be b2tefe : the K.greaf magnanimitie expꝛeſſeth Solomon 
the ſame : he ſpared e foꝛbare to punich the which had offended magnanimitie. 
his Pateſtie as Adoniah, Ioab, and others, whom hee | 
would neuer haue ſtruken, bad they not after their ſecond of- 
fence againſt him woꝛthily deſerued the reward of their wic⸗ 
kednes : and how mercifally he dealt with Abiather it is ap- 
parent, to ſigniſie how ready the Meſsiah ſhall bee to foꝛgiue 
them that offend him vpon their ſubmiſſion, after the diuine 
nature, who as David the king did ſing) is moꝛe ready to par⸗ 
don, then to puniſh them that ſin againſt him, when theyre⸗ 
pent, as we ſer in the example of pᷣ lame David. To this, may His wiſcdome, 
be added, the excellencie of Solomons wiſdo:J mean that pure 
influence flowing from the gloꝛie of the moſt high, the b)ight- 
neſſe of that euer laſting light, that vndeliled mirrour of the di 
vine Maieſtie, and the image of his goodneſſe , that with- 
out meaſure: The which all perfectly and fully farre beyond 
all that the King hath o2 can haue, be found really and actuallp 
reſident in the perſon ol holy Me ſsiah, the fountaine of all 
wiſedome and heauenly graces, the depth whereof the wit of 
man is not, no? ſhall euer bee able to ſound, as long as the 
woꝛldendureth. Moꝛeouer, his diſcretion in Judgement con · His iudge· 
terning the cauſe of the 2, women and their childzen ſignifteth Mew? 8 8 
the maner of dealing of the Me ſsiah in iudgemẽt between his The 2 halts 
Church and the malignant in time to come: his tranſlating of The prieſt- 
the Pꝛieſl- hoode from the houſe of Eli, fozetelleth that the hood cranſla- 
Pꝛieſt- hood in time ſhall bee tranſlated when the true Mel ted. 
chizedek ſhall tome to offer vp his ſacrifice foz the people of A q0ni.hs 
God. Mis iudgement on Adoniah and Ioab, foze-ſhewethiudgement, 
that the King of glozte in bis dapes ſhall powerfully thzowe 
downe and confound all ſuch as bee enemies to the Loꝛds An⸗ 
nointed, and which ſeeke to diſturbe the common wealth of RHyram his 
bis Church. The ſending to Hyram the Sidonian foz _ conuiburion;. 
ex 
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Verſe 56, 


King olomon 
ber and other things fo2 the building of his Temple: fignifteth 


chat the Meſsiah, as hee is a light fo2 the Gentiles, fo he ſhall 
from thence alſo take and gather into the Church, accoꝛding to 


dae. therequeſtof Noah: tube pꝛaped that ſaphermight be periua- 


ded to dwell in toe tents ol Shem, To this aiſo belongeth the 
The Queene comming ot the famous. Qgeene of Arabia, to heare the kings 


ot Sheba, wiſedome, with her ropallpzeſents, and her entertainement: 


fo2 the time ſhall come, that in the like maner, the kings of the 
Gennes, and the people which dwell in the remote and vtter⸗ 
moſt parts of the earth, ſhall be congregated to heare the wil. 


” golomons glo- dom of the holy one, and ſhalbe moſt gratefuil to him fo? his lo 
” - rieangrichcs. bing mercies. Alſo, the great gloꝛy and riches of the king ſet- 


teth foozth the bigh glozy and noble vertres of that heaueulp 
king from whoſe kingly ſtocke many pꝛincely bꝛanches of di · 
vine iſſue haue and ſhall ſpꝛing out, and of whom the kings la- 
ther diuinelp inſpired pꝛopheſied, when he ſpake (in the ſalme) 
ol bis beautie, grace, bleſſing, courage, might, worſhip renom ne, pro · 
ſperitte, honor, truth meclenet righteouſnes noble actiuns, ſtrength 
ir war re: of histhrone ,hisſcepter his indgements his vighteouſues, 
his annointing ; his apparell, his marriage his rojaltie hit Godhead, 
bis praiſe, hiseternitie and everlaſting glory. F02 all theſe things 
Solomon: Are found and ſtall ſoꝛ euer be well appzoued, and highly pyat- 
prayers and ſ · ſed in that holy Meſsiah, to whom onelp the king by the letter 
crifices which pointeth, as the figure to the thing figured, Nowe, with 
the Lord ac · this wee map not foꝛgette, that the king hauing finiſhed the 
8 Loꝛds houſe, food befo2c the Altar ot the Lord, in the ſight of 
ali the Congregation of I ſrael, and ſtretched out his hands to- 
wards heauen, and bleſſed the Lord, and pꝛailed him and his 
truth : pea, he kneled alſo on his knees, and pꝛaped vnto him, 
that the woꝛd might be verified which hee ſpake vnto David 
his father, and that it would pleaſe him to haue reſpect vnto 
bis pꝛaper and ſupplication, as well ſoꝛ himſelle as fo2 the peo- 
ple, pꝛaping in that houſe, Alſo he ſtood and bleſſed all the con⸗ 
gregation of Iſrael, with a loude vovce ſaping: Bleſſed bee 
the Lorde that hath given reſt unto his people Iſrael: accors 
dung to all that hee promiſed hc. The Lordour Gad bee with vs, 
PT 5 was with our Fathers, aud forſake vs not, nor leave vs: but 
that hee may bowe our bearts vnto him, that wee may walks in os 
is 


his Solace. 1B 
hit wayes, and keepe his Commandements, his ſtatutes and his 
Lawes, which hee commanded our Fathers. E And thoſe my words 
that I haue prayed before the Lorde, bee nigh unto Tehovah our 
GOD day and night, that hee defend the cauſe of his ſervant, 
the cauſe of his people Iſrael, at all times, as the matter ſnl! 
require, that all nations of the earth may knowe , that Ie hovah is 
God, and none but hee. Mozeuer, the King offered Offrings 
befoze the Lo2d, pea, peace-offrings in great aboundance, and 
therewithall dedicated the houſe which he builded to the Loꝛd 
with great iop and gladneſſe. In all the which things leho- 
vah his God was well pleaſed with him, yea, and with the 
people thꝛough him, heard his pꝛayers, reteiued his requeſts, 
graunted his petitions : and apeared vnto him in Gibeon, 
with this comkoꝛtable ſaying :. / have heard thy Prayer and 
thine mterceſſion, that thou haſt made before mee. For I haue 
hallowed this houſe which thou haſt built to put my name there for 
ever, and mine eye tand mine heart ſhall bethere perpetually. Nom 
conlider, J pzap vou, what Nn. Solomon is with the Loꝛzde: 
will the Lozd heare and accept the repꝛobate, and pzophane 
perſons? oz will he honour and eſteeme their wozksaltbough 
they ſeeme gloztous to the conceits of wozldlpmen? No ſurely. 
What ſaith the Kings, father touching their pꝛayers. 
The prayer of vngodly men is turued into ſinne. 
And thus J haue heard him fo modulate concerning himſelle, 
and his eſtimation with the highelt, 
The Lord I kyow wil not vouchſafe my praier or wordt to heare 
If wnto ſinne mine heart I Hould encline, and lim not feare: 
But if I come into his Courts with offeriugt worthie praies, 
Aud pay the vowes I promiſed in mine af flicted dates: 
If on him with my mouth I call, and wth my tongue him bleſſe, 
Audl offer him the ſacrifice of thankes andrighteouſucs: 

Then will he heare my praiers and confider of my caſe : 

And my requeſt will graunt in time, of hit aboundant grace. 

In al theſe things therfoꝛe the king is declaredto.benot only 
holy and appꝛoued of God: but alſo a perfect figure of that moit 
holy Scede, who in bis time ſhall pꝛap, ſhall offer, ſhall pleaſe 
God, ſhalbe heard, ſhalbe accepted, and all his deſires perfo2 - 
med to the ſatilfping of his ſoule, 5 to the health ol his people. 

* 1 | Finally 


OH > King Solomon 

The plur-li- Finally, the very pluralitie of the kings Wines his Concy- 
tic of Solo- hines, on whom he was enamozed and diſhonoured, howſoe- 

| mons wines, ier vmlalwfull, offenſiue to God, and a diſgrace to bimſelle, 

ſhall not be reckoned as a thing vnneceſſarie in this compart. 

fon, ſeeing that the moſt holy Meſsiah, in bis ardent zeale foz 

mans reconerp, will be contentedthat be /ſerpent ball trippe on 

his beele, wherebp he will be diſhonoꝛed and abaſed, whiles he 
taketh on himſelfe mans ougly deſoꝛmities and ſinnes, being 

fo willing thzough his owne humiliation and ignominte, to eaſe 
man ſo burthened, and to bzing him home againe vnto him, 
from whom hee had farre wandered, and to reconcile him 
with him, againſt whom hee had monſtrouſly tranſgreſſcd. 
And therefoze as his Proverbes, the which foꝛ the moſt part, 
bee vttered in his floziching and perfect eſtate, are applicable ag 
tchielly appertaining to the gouernment ofa godly familp: + as 
That is his theſe his */0rdes,now dailp and oꝛdinarily vttered,andrumt- 
Eccleſiaſtes .1. hated, are applicable, as eſpectally belonging to the ozdering of 
a godly Common-wealth : So alſo thoſe his L.one-ſongs, and 
The Canticles Ballads entituled *Schir- haſſchirim, The Song of ſongs: com- 
ot Solomon. ꝓnſed in his ponger dayes (yea, befoʒe the twentieth pear ol his 

age) ſhall not be reiected oꝛ abandoned, but eſteemed and pꝛo· 

perlp applied both to that myſticall and ſpirituall wowing el⸗- 

powſing, combination, and familiar ſocietie x communication 

of the holy Meſsiab, with his elec and faithfull Saints, of the 

which hee gathereth and garniſheth a Church as a chaſte 

Wife to himſelfe. Loe, my Lo2des : in theſe and many other 

ſuch notable things is our Lo2d R. Solomon, by the will, wi/ 

dom, and providence of God, made an excellent figure of that holy 

Annointed: and therefoze he mapnot bee eſteemed a naughty 

o2 pꝛophane perſon: but to bee taken (as hee is indeete) a 

Samt of the Lorde. either doe J any thing doubt, but that 

the beſt learned and godly that either now liue, oz ſhall come 

after vs, will ſo iudge and eſterme of him, when they ſhall 

heare and well weigh not onelp of that which hath beene 

lald heretofoꝛe concerning him. his woꝛds, actions, and eſtate: 

but alſo ſhall plainely beholde the verificatibn thereof in the 

very perſon and perfect beautie of that pzomiſed Schilo, the 

King of righteouſneſſe and highelt peace, at his happy — 

| ng 
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nung in the wozld into the appointed time. — 


all the Pꝛinces were much comfozted (although in this th 
kings affliction) and gaue thankes to Zadok, who yet 


further to reſolue and ſatilſie them in any thing whereof, = = 


ther any queſtion might bee mooued, 0} any _— iuſtiy a- 
rile concerning the ere holmes. 


————— —— — — ——— — 


Car, ANVH 1. 


Zadal argneth for the King, concerning his repen- 
tance and remiſſion after his Tranſgreſſious. 


Aol hating thus farre pleaded fo2 N. 
: "<> #2 Solomon, and with many ſubſtantiall 


| Arguments pꝛoued him a Saint of the 
Loꝛzde, and therefoze that hee could not 
bee either a damned ſoule, o2 a rep20- 
ZN = 26 2 bated wꝛetch, 02a mophane perſon as 

it (me haue oꝛ might ouer harldy t rathly 
F cenſure bim: the Pꝛinces ſhewed them · 
ſelues both fopſuil and thankefull. But after a whiles Pꝛince 
Azariah in the behalfe of the reſt ſtood foozth, opened his 
mouth and ſapde. Moſt reuerende Father, wee all con- 
feſſe with thankefulnes, that pee haue framed a wozthie A- 
pologie foz the king, and with Arguments luffictent pee 
haue pꝛooued him to bee not vp pꝛophane, but ww? a 
Saint, Neither doe wee doubt of any of thoſe things, but 
partly know them, and partly beleeue them to be ſo indeede, 
as pee haue ſapde. And God fozbidde that any of vs, by rea- 


ſan ol our ſuſpenſiue opinions and doubtful conceites, ſhould 
5 | tender 
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King Solomon 
fender occaſion fo any of them that come after vs, to bee 
doubtfull of the King, whom (wee well knowe) the Loꝛde 
hath elected, and will pꝛeſerue, and whome wee eſteeme 
(notwithſtanding his ſinnes) a Saint of the Lozde. And 
in truth, as thoſe perſons which haue bꝛuiſed frankin. 
ſence , and beene enſenced there with doe ſmell of the ſame, 
neither will they by and by loſe the ſauour and ſent there. 
of, though they bee purged : fo the King, haning beene en. 
dued with the diuine Spirite, and long ererciſed in the vle 
of tho right Pꝛincely and ſacred vertues, doeth pet, and 
ſhall entoy the ſweete ſauoz and acceptable memoꝛie of the 
ſame, neither may ſo ſhozt a time (as this life is) blotte 
it out. Wherebp being enboidened, hee may therein con. 
tenme them that ſhall either diſdapnehim, oz vninſtly iudge 
of either him, his woꝛdes, oz actions. 
But nowe , becauſe the Kings Remiſſton and Par- 
done, after his treſpaſſe, was called info queſtion, it 
Solomon map not diſpleaſe your Reuerence, that wee enqure, whe- 
doncg and he ther his ſinnes bee remitted: that is, whether the Lozde 
remaineth a hath foꝛgiuen and pardoned his treſpaſſes, foꝛgotten his 
Saint of the iniquitis, abſolued him of his guiltineſſe, and looſed him 
Lord for euer. from the bandes of eternall death, pea, oz no. Foz they 
will reply, and thus obiect: It map bee, that hee was 
a Saint, and ſeruant of Iehovah his & O D, ſo long as 
hee kept his minde chaſte his body cleane, his actions with⸗ 
out rep2oofe , and the trueth of his doctrine pure and vn- 
ſpotted : Oz ſo long as hee well pleaſed G DD, who 
iuftifieth the beleeuing ſinner : oz ſo long as hee was 
o2dained to ſfand the figure of the holy Meſsiah , where- 
in hee ſheened in perfite beautie: but afterwarde in his 
tranſgreſſions and ſinnes he turned his beautte into ougly 
defozmitie. Noz indeede, accoꝛding to pour. fczmer wozds, 
conide hee polſibly bee and remapne the figure of the holy 
Meſsiah longer, then whites his beantie remapned per- 
fite in him. DTherefeze, except hee were foꝛgiuen, and 
by this his remiſſion clenſed and reſtoꝛed to bis foꝛmer ex- 
cellencie, oꝛ at the leaſt admitted into the fauour of GD = | 


| his Solace, 15 
- and ſuſfified, the fozmer doubt will be fill retained and vꝛged 
againſt both him and his wozds. Therefoꝛe let it pleaſe pou to 
reſolue this doubt and ſatiſſie vs therein, as we know pee are 
well able ( moſt reuerend Father). To this anſwered Zadok, 
2 am moſt willing both to reſolue this doubt, and to ſatil- 
ſie pou (my L oʒds all) in this caſe: therefoze, to pꝛoue that the 
King bath obtained mercie and pardon of the Loꝛd God foz all 
thoſe his tranſgreſſions, and ſo conſequently ſtandeth and re- 
mapneth a Saint and perſon dedicated to the Loꝛde, notwith- 
ſtanding allthoſe his tranſgreſſions, I thus reaſon loꝛ my Loꝛd | . 
the king. i hoſoeuer hath truely repented him of his ſimes, hee , gs i 
hath obtained mercie and forgiveneſſe : But our Lord Kirg Solo- for e repen- : 
mon, hath truely repented hum of his ſins therfore he hath obtained ted him of his 
mercyand forgeveneſſe. Thefirſt pꝛopoſition is pzooned by finnes. 
many ſounde Arguments and poſitions of holy Scriptures. 
And lirſt by the due conſideration of the Nature of GOD, 
who as hee hath created man to his owne image and like- 
nelle and hath a will to pꝛeſerue him, ſo deſireth hee nothing 
moze then his conuerſton and amendement after his fal- 
ling, as whereby hee may not bee hindered, but further ed 
and holpen in his walking towardes the higheſt Glozte : yea, 
in this hee reſembleth a true father that both pitieth and 
pardoneth his owne ſorme which hath offended him, vpon 
his true repentance, as both Moſes , Iob, and David, 
of famous memoꝛie haue tolde vs, with other our holy Pꝛo⸗ 
phets , who teache and aſſure vs, from the Lozdes owne 
mouth, that if an vngodly min will turne away from all 
his ſinnes that hee hath dene, and keepe all his Statutes; 
and doe the thing that is iudgement and right, hee ſhall 
doubtleſſe line and not die: neither ſhall his ſinnes bee ei- 
ther retained oꝛ mentioned vnto him: fc2 God hath no plea- 
ſure in the death of a ſinner : but gladly will bee mercifull 
vnto him, and pardon him bpon his repentance, Fo2 God 
is moſt readie to foꝛgiue. Therefoꝛe hee comfozteth vs with 
this ſaying: Circumciſe the foze-ſkinnes of pour heartes: Deut. 
caſt away pour tranſgreſſions, and turne againe vnto le- 
hovah, pour God, and pee ſhall not dye but line, And this 
is that which wee beleeue, and perluade of our Loꝛde the 
R 3 king. 
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king. Surely, Cain himſelle (though too pꝛeſumpſuous and 
pꝛoude in his ſinnes) coulo inregard hereof ſayx: and is my 
ſinne greater, then that it can bee pardoned? Knowing,. 
that the pꝛomiſe which G O D had made to Adam in Pa- 
radixe, both impoꝛten and included remiſſion, ſaping, that 
wn that is, the Seede of the Woman ſhoulde bzeake the 
Serpents heade, whereofman, though an execrable ſinner 
ſhoulde finde both remiſſion and life , with Ichovah his 
GOD. Next to this wee haue a great many comfoztable 
examples, in the Bookes of Moſes, lob , Ioſuah, the 
Judges, and Samuel, as of the pardon offered vnto Iu- 
dah, Lot, the Iſraelites, and to bee b2tefe, to David the 
Kings father, to whome the Loꝛde ſapde by Nathan the 


Pꝛophet: God hath put away thy ſimes, thou (halt not die, the 


which hee often remembꝛed in the 1Booke of the P/aimes, 
whereof bee alſo pꝛouoketh his ſoule to the pꝛaiſe of GOD, 
Who had fozgiuen him all his miquitie and couered all his 


inne. Nowe, as none can koꝛgiue ſinnes, but God onely: 


ſo thoſe our anceſtoꝛs, when they ſinned, perlwading that all 
their ſinnes were done againſt. God, either immediately oz 
by meanes, they would in the hope of remiſſion and health 


' repaire vnto him, ſeeking firſt to bee reconciled with his 
grace, befoze they would goe vnto men, remembꝛing what: 


olde Eli the Pꝛieſt, ſaide ſome - times to his childzen. If a 
man finne againſt man { ſapde hee) the Judge may decide 
it: but if a man ſinne again® GD D, who ſhall bee his 
Umpire, 02 Dapes-man ? Moꝛeouer, knowing that par- 
don reguired pꝛecedent Nepentance, without the which, who 
will fozgine him that offendeth him among men : they 
neither pꝛeſumed to appꝛoach the diuine thzone with p:oud,. 
inſolent and pꝛeſumptuous Spirites but with contrite and 
humble heartes, deſiring mercie foz ſinnes committed and 
confefſed with great ſubmiſſion. Foz albeit, that Repemtance 
be very ſharpe and bitter to the ſinner and many men hadlea- 
ner finne openly, thenrepent ſecretly : pet is this the Pedl- 
cine of treſpaſſes, the conſumption of iniquities, a weapon 
againff Satan, and a ſharpe ſwozde pzepared and able to 
daunt the deadly aduerſarie. | bi 
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This is the hope of health, che purchaſe ot mertie and way 
tofelicitie : Jcannof pet ceaſe, but ſpeake againe of this ſe- 
uerafgne treaſure, and medicine of the ſinners ſoꝛe, beeing 
therein as full as the Boone, and moſt willing to bee pow- 
red fooꝛth in the excellencte thereof, ſo full of conſolation; 
and rich bleſſings. This is that, which (thꝛough the mer- 
cie of the liuing God in the pꝛomiſed ſeede) remitteth ſinnes, 
openeth the gates of Paradiæe, ſalueth the man that is bꝛo- 
ken in heart, and gladeth them that bee ſozowfull. This 
is that, which calleth a mans life from deftrucicn, reſfo- 
reth his effate, reneweth His decayed honour , giueth him 
boldneſle, refozmeth his ſpirites, and powzethin grace vy- 
on grace. 

This is that, which looſeth things bounde, clarifi- 
eth things obſcure and animateth things deſperate, The 
beautie of this vertue is as cleare, as the Sunne: as 
bꝛight as the Poone, as gliſtring as the Starres. The 
ſweetnes thereof is as honye , the pꝛice as golde, and the 
eſtimation beyonde all pꝛecious ſtones: Foz this is that, 
which neither ſinne oner-commeth , noz defeaion. deſtrop⸗ 
eth, noz diſpaire blotteth out. Finally, this abandoneth all 
vices , tmbzaceth all vertues, tozmenteth ſinne, extol- 
leth righteouſneſe , obtaineth mercies , pꝛoduceth vertues, 
frecth ſinners, recouereth the loſt, recreateth the deſperate, 


relreſheth the harde labourer, and bꝛingeth to her poſſeſ. He that can 


ſoꝛs eternall happineſſe. Fo2 by this a man ſhall bee ſa- — gd 
ned, although bee bath lead all his life in ſinne (as there doubt of fal- 


is no man which linneth not, fall often and enerp dap.) uation. 


Such an excellent thing is true Repertance | But pee mill 


ſape? Powe is this w2ought in a man? Howe ſhall a bowe is this 
re pentance 


man truely repent 2 Indeede, this thing is not tvzought ee. 
in man of mans owne power noꝛ wiſedome, Foz GO D , 3 


ſtapeth not to expect it from mans wiſedome oz abilitie, 
(foꝛ ſo map both his erpectation bee fruſtrated, and man 
bee deceftied ) buf it is the goodneſſe of GOD to 're- 
newe them by repentance, which are waren olde in ſinne. 


Therefoze the Sinner ſhoulde neuer deſpatre , no2 Deſpaire not 
fall from hope: neither ſhoulde hee bee athamed to repent, otmercic. 
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but aſhamed to ſin: and conſider that as the one is a wound, ſo 
the other is a medicine fo2 the wound: Sinne is the wound: 
Repentance is the medicine: the wounde hath ſhame, the 
medicine hath boldneſſe : the wound is made by the malice of 
the denill : the medicine is wꝛought by the lone and goodneſſe 
of GOD, in the merite of the holy Meſsiah, which bea⸗ 
reth and waſheth away all the ſinnes of them that truely 
Theprinces. repent, To this the Pꝛinces hauing peelded attentine- 
| neſſe, with great gladneſſe conſented, eſteeming the Dza. 
tion as p2ofitable as it was plauſible , and as fruitfull, as 
gladſome vnfo them, And then among them ood foozth: 
}biather ob- the Pꝛieſt Abiather, andſayde. Yee haue well ſpoken con⸗ 
iecteth. cerning the fozmer pꝛopoſition (molt reuerend Father, ) It is 
likewiſe in requeſt, that yee pꝛooue the Minor. Foz it map 
bee called into queſtion heerealter, whether the King hath 
truely repented him, yea, oꝛ no: Foz except this bee p20g- 
ued, what is any thing of that which pee haue ſpoken touch- 
ing &epentaxce, appertinent: vntohim and ik it concerneth 
not him; what p2ofite takes he thereof, fozhee is notremitted? 
oꝛ how is our common queſtion anſwered, and the doubt re- 


zadok provcth ſqluedꝰ To the which anſwered Zado k, neither is this queſtion 
thatking Sol0- ſo hard to bee anſwered vnto, noꝛ the doubt intricate to bee dif- 


mon repented. 


ſolued: foz if there were none other Argument whereby to 
pꝛoue the kings true Repentance: pet is this enough, that he is 
a Saint, a perſon dedicated to the Lorde : therefore h#is not fallen 
from hope, therefore hee it truely. repentant : Foz as the ſtrong 
koundatton ſtandeth ſtill , hauing this Seale , The Lorde 
. knoweth them that bee his : ſo wee may not thinke, that 
e . 65m, the Saints of God, foz whom mercte is euer kept in ſfoze, 
tor euer, can fall vtterly away from hope, o2 bee ſhut out from mer · 
cie in the time of their neede. Foz as the wood whoſe nature 
is to ſwimme on the water, may vet beeing ouer - laden with 
pꝛon ſinke, but the pꝛon beeing taken off, the wood ne 
uertheles aſcendeth againe to the head of the water and ſwim · 
meth : Neither map we ſap, that it is no wood, becauſe it did 
Though the ſinke once to the bottome: Bo though the righteous men whole 
faithful fall. nature is by Faith to ſtand and walke in Gods way, being 


yerrhey riſe oppꝛeſled with the burthen of line thzough the deuils malice, 
En | doe. 
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do vnhappily conch do wne (as with Iſachar between two bur- 
dens) pet map we not rightly ſape, that they are not ot the 
Lo2ds choſen : fo2 it is ſo, that whenſoeuer that burden is re- 


moued as it is from them that repent)thep riſe againe and bee 


renued, as in their foꝛmer e ſtate, and beeing of that generation 
and nature it is not poſſible that they ſhoulde fall vtterly away: 


17 , 
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ſoꝛ the ſonnes ol God do not ſo apoſtate that they fall into eter-⸗ 


nall perdition, ho wſoeuer they ſinne and ſinke vnder their ſins. 
Foꝛ the (uſt man falleth, but he riſeth againe. And therein they 
be likened to the herbe Adyanton, which beeing ſteeped deep 
in the waters ( though a long time) will neuertheles (being ta⸗ 
ken vp) appeare very dꝛy. Foz the righteous man, which had 
fallen, alter his riſing againe by Repentance, is as beautifull as 
euer he was, maugre the malite ol the Serpent. And touching 
this doctrine J haue heard the King himſelfe toſap(accozding 


to the truth of the holy wꝛitings and wozds of our Pzophets) |... 
that the ſoulet of the righteons are inthe handes of God, and there mons wordes 

' ſhall notorment touch them. &c. Again.Goa pro veth them and fm which aftcrs 
deth them meete for himſelfe:as poldinthe furnace doth he try them ward were ga- 


and receiveth them as a burnt Airing Ind when the time commet 


thered by phi- 
b lo the Iew. 


they ſbalbe looked vpon. Againe, They that put their truſt inthe Sap. 31. 


Lord (hall vnderſtand the truth: and ſuch as be fauthfull ſhallperſe- 


vere with him in love. For his ſcincti have grace and mercy,and he Sap. 4 15, 


hath care for them. Againe. The loving favour aud mercy of God is 
wpen his ſainfts,and he hathreſpeft unto his choſen. Moꝛeouer J 
haue heard the kinges Father toſap . The Lord will not permit 
the righteous to fall for ever;though fortheir triall and better ing hee 
ſuffer them to [hide for a time. And th extellent pꝛophets Nathan 
and Gad, haue pꝛeached, and others the Loꝛds Pꝛophets and 
holy men haue, and do pet pꝛeach: that God loueth his choſen 
with an eternall lene, therefoze he dzawech them vnto himſelle 
by his mercy (although they ſinne ſeuen times in a day) where · 
by they riſe againe, and are renewed, Therekoꝛe it cannot bee 
that this perſon (J meane king Solomon, ſo holp, elected and 
beloued of God) ſhold find no place of true Repentance after his 
ſinnes committed. either map we in equitie and ch aritie (be- 


pſal. 5 5. 22. 


+ ing indeede witneſſes ol ſuch his Repentance) but teſtify and 
' anouch the ſame,befozethe whole wozld. But be it, that his 


Repentance- 
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Ik this were Repentance were ne ither apparant, noꝛ here p2ofeltedby vs, 
not ſo plainely ſhould the king therfoze, which is ſo holya man, and the Loꝛds 
-  reſtificd, yet cholen be condemned ? God foꝛbid. And it were too ſharpe a 
might pane cenſare either to ſap ſo, oꝛ tothinkthat euery perſon whole ling 
lomon be uff tzatze beene laid open in the holy Scriptures,hathnot been tru: 


ly condemned 


* * reprobare. ly repentant except that alſs ſuch his rep entance hath beene ex. 


J pꝛeſly and plainely depainted andſet fooꝛth in the ſame. Mhat 
Adam his res plaine oz expꝛeſſe mention (J beſeech you) is there made in 
Fentance. the holy Scriptures of Adams repentance after his fail in 
3 whome wee bee all caſt away by nature, howſoeuer the ſame 
is pꝛeſumed oz gathered by circumſtances: oꝛ of the repentance 
Ma. of Noah after his dzunkennes? ozof Lot, after hisinceff,- 
as - o2 of Samp ſon after his daltances with Dalila ? oz of Iacobs 
- Sampſon, ſonnes Simeon and Levi, whichagainſt the mind of their Fa- 
Simeon. ther, dealt deceitfully and cruelly with Heinoc the ſonne al 
2 Sichem and his citizens ? 02 of Iud ah th eldeſt ſonne ol Iacob 
" after his ſinne with Thamar his daughter inlawe ? hee confeſ- 
ſed{indeede)that ſhee was moze iuſt then hee, ſodid Pharao alſo 
conkeſſe, that the Lo2d was righteous, and that hee and his 
people were Sinners. Surelp, albeit that theſe and ma⸗ 
ny othes the Lozdes choſen, haue beene both noted in the 
boly Scriptures which are extant befoze vs, and alſo puniſhed 
in ſome meaſure foz their ſinnes and offences: pet did it not 
alwayes follow, that the repentance ofeuery of them hath 
beene ſo largely declared to the wo2ld, oꝛ ſo plainely ſet foozth 
Davids tcpens in woꝛdes 86 was the repentance of David the Ringes Fa- 
tance. ther, and ol ſome others: And pet, who ſhould either in 
wiledome, reaſon, equity, oꝛ god conſcience, call their re- 
pentance, conuerſion oz turning againe to the L oꝛd. into quelli⸗ 
on, to whome the Loꝛde hath exp2effed the full aſſurance of his 
loue and mercy in their lives What ſaid the King in this caſe 
Zhongh the righteous be overtaken by death, yet ſbal be bee at reſt. 
Againe.. The ſoales of the righteous are in the hand of G od & 
their [ballnone e vill touch them. WI ozthilp haue theſegolden 
ſapings beene taken fram his mouth, and copied out and con 
ſerued foz the poſteritie, to giue comfozt vnto the Lozdes chs- 
ſen, and tolaciſſy them that migbt otherwiſe condemne them 
ſelues and their cauſe in the conſideratio of their payllhments 
| | a 
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and miſeries in this life, Thereſoꝛe it is true, that as the man 
which hath beene long nooleled vp in vices, will not onely 
with much adoe leaue them, and leauing them will pet re⸗ 
taine ſome ſauour thereof in his perſon: as ſuch which hauing 
beene long clogged with iron fetters , will pet halte after 
they bee looſed; ſo on the confrary parte, hee that hath 
becne bzought vp and exerciſed in holy vertues , will not 
ſoone looſe the habite, much leſſe the ſauoꝛ of them: as thoſe 
veſſels will long retaine and peeld the ſmack of that liguoz 
which was in them firſt ſteeped, although they bee waſh- 
ed and aſſayed to bee purged from the ſame, Nether 
map wee thinke, but that if ( after the opinion of the very 
heathen Phtloſophers) one vice onerthzoweth not a ver- 
tue in habite, much rather ſhoulde wee of Iſrac!, not ſo 
much as imagine, that one oz a few fanltes of the chil- 
dzen of God occaſioned either of ignozaunce , oz of feare, 
o2 of infirmitpe, oz of naturall concupiſcence, oz of the 
malice of the olde Serpent, ſhoulde rent aſunder an ha- 
bite of holſneſſe, and ſo infringe oz weaken the power of 
Gods free election and loue, the which by his ſpirite ener woz- 
ketha godlyrepentance, vnto them which are elected and by 
the ſame in mercy appointed to glozy. Foz thoſe whome in 
his lone hee hath elected befoze all wozldes, hee wil in his mer · 
cy pardon and glozifie : and fo2 that purpoſe hee giueth them a 
godly repentance, as that which is oꝛdained foz the calling 
home againe, and recouerp of thoſe the Lo2ds choſen 
whom the Serpent hadbeguiled andſeduced, Foz. 
the Lozde our God will not looſe any one of 
them which: appertaine vntohim: noz. 
will hee ſuffer his truth to laile. FE! 
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of the nature of Solomons ſinnes aud argumentes of his 
true Repentance. | 


23 „ +, 
* — 


Ez: Adokchadnoſooner deliuered the 
et IB1[ 302mer ſpeeches: but by and by A- 
þ= Sh biather roſe vp againe, and obiected 


Whether are ca ping: It is (ſaidmoſt reuerend fa- 


Solomons fins Ji 


ther )p the ſins ol eur L.K.So!oms 

greater then 71] are of p nafure, as thep bane far ex- 
the ſinnes of . D kreededthe ſinnes of thoſe holy ones 
lomeothet eee XS whole repentäce we be either ter. 
and wer n. Gn tiſied, oꝛ perſwaded inthe holy ſcrip- 
doned? ** © tnres,asmoze hainous anddangerous : foꝛ behold his ſtrange 
1. King. 11. g, Wines and fleſhly Concubines baue turned away: his heart 

from the Lo2d his God:in ſo much that hee hath followed after 

Aſtaroth the God of the Sydonians, andMilcom the abho- 

mination ofthe Ammonites,be hath builded an high place foz 

Chamos the abhominatianof Moab, and foꝛ Moloch the ab- 

hominatt6 ofthe childꝛẽ of Ammon, and hath wꝛought wick- 

edneſſe tn theſig9t of the Loꝛd, and hath not followed the K 02d 

perfealy as did David his father. Al theſe are pour own woꝛds 

concerning the Ring and his treſpaſſe (moſt reuerend father) 

neither haue J addedany thing in the hearing whereof, whois 

there (almoſt) but that will condemne the king ofa moze het- 

nous and dangerouſe ſinne, then that the Fathers of whome 

ye bane ſpoken did euer commit, in their dates - But pet J be- 

ſeech pou (ſaid Zadok )that thoſe my woꝛdes may neither bee 

wzefted,no2 amiſſe vnderſtood in this caſe: God fozbidthat 

tyerein I ſhoulde ſo farre depꝛeſſe the Kinges hope and eſtima⸗ 

tion with the Loꝛde, as to iudge his ſinnes either irremilſ ble: 

0; ſuch as haue exceeded the ſinnes ol thoſe others, whom the 


Loꝛde hath pardoned vpon their true repentance. Indeede . 
canis 
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catinof bedenyedno2 defended, but that the king hath ſinned 
grieuouſly againſt the Lozd his God,as I ſaid befoze and ther · 
in hath offered an offence vnto the Lozds people: Ho wbeit that 
cither the nature of thoſe his ſinnes is ſuch as can neither haue 
pardon (as was the ſinne of Cain) oꝛ that it was moꝛe hamous 
and hoꝛrible, either in quantitie oꝛ qualitie, then the ſinnes ol 
ſome others, whom it pleaſed the L oꝛde in mercy to remit and 
renew vpon repentance, wee neither finde noꝛ dare to auouch. 
Our firft parents in Paradiſe committed an hoꝛrible tranſ- 
greſſion. They hearkened to Satan, they bzake the camman⸗ 
dement, they fozfooke the Loꝛd their God, t were made thꝛalls 


to the tyꝛannp ol the Serpent which had deceined them:fo2 the | 
'  whichthey were iuſfip dzinen out of Paradiſe and made ſub- — fine? | ® 
iect to miſery anddeath:notwithſtanding, it pleaſed the L. God 104 
(as ye haue heard) to foꝛgiue them, and to gather to bimſelſe an Sen. 8.26, 
holy church eur from among them which had ſinned. Me read Lor. 
that ludah tooke his daughter in law Thamar 4lap with her Aaron. 
contrary to thelaw,and acknowledged y he had ſinned therein. ps, 2.2, 


Lot was made dzunke and lay with both his daughters. Aarõ 53 


the Lo2ds pꝛiell peeldedto the making ofa molten calfe, which Lev; 

the people woꝛſhipped. UUe read that Simeon and Levi the Ruben, 

ſonnes ol Iacob dealt deceitfully with Hemor t Sichẽ his ſon 175 2 3 
and murtbered them, and their people, againſt the will of their ,, 2 28 
father, who in his laſt woꝛds, curſed their wzath which was ſudgz. 11. 13. 
ſhameles, t their rage which was cruel. As foꝛ Rube(lacobs & 3.6. 

eldeſt ſonne ) he defiled his fathers bed, 4 diſtained his dignity. K 16.18. 


Our fathers(in the time of the Judges) were carried away to LM 30. 


ſerue Baal x Aſtaroth, and they were cofoined with the Cana- 
nites againſt Þ law ofthe L. Sampſõ the Nazarite combined 
himſelfe with a ſtrange woman, yea, andin the end peelded his 
power to the harlot Dalila. Laban the father in law of lacob, 
was a wo2 ſhipper of ſtrãge Gods t Terab the father ol Abra- 
ha was not free frõ the like offence, And are the linnes of thoſe 
our fathers, eſpeciallythe greateſt of theſe ſins, inferioꝛ to the n. 


fins? Not withſtãding it is teſtiſted p the L. pardoned the 4 re⸗ 


ſtoꝛed the to his lauoꝛ. But ve ſap, that che K. hath turned away 
his heart form the Lord. Inderde of all others his ſins this is the 
greateſt. Mowbeit, J ſap not therefoze, that hee hath vtteriy 
turned away his heart, as that hee hath quite fozlaren 1 
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and by wickedapoltaſy fallen awayfrombim fo2 enter:foz had 

it beene ſo, we ſhould not haue ſeene him in this his eſtate. And 

as J well remember, J heard the king himſelke to lay (and wee 

8 cannot denye it, when we well conſider thereof and ol him in 

ak . this bis eſtate) that in the depth of thoſehis ſinnes and vanities 

Tiga 18.14. he perteiued that yet hut wiſedowe remarned with him: hy the 

2. Sam. 7. f. Which he ment the graces ol that dinine ſpirit, which King Da- 

How Solomon vid pꝛaied that the Loꝛde would not vtteriy take from him, be⸗ 

" — ing indeede an effect ol that -e7cy which the L oꝛd his God ſaid 

ir = God, be woulll nottake from him, as he tos it from Saul whom hee had 

caſt off before him. But J lap the King hath turned away his 

1 heart in this ſenſe:firſt in that he hath finned againſt the Loꝛde 

2 his God: ſecondly in that he hath peelded to his luſts: and third 

3 ly in that he fainted in his holy zeale. Foz, there isnoſinne 

whatſoeuer which a man committeth, wherein there is not a 

turning awap ofthe ſinner from the K oꝛd, fo2 ſinne is contra - 

rp to the law of God, and argueth a contempt of his iuſtice, & 

neglect ol his graces: thereloꝛe the Loꝛde requireth in them, 

whom he recouereth and pardoneth a faithful retur ne in hum; 

» ble contrition. ert it is true, that euery man is led away from 

God ol his owne concupiſcence oꝛ naturall luſts, and thus the 

Ling doting ouermuch on his ſtrange Moemen hath been en- 

flamed, ouercome in affection,ſeduced and led awap from the 

Loꝛdes righteouſnes. Thirdly the king bp thoſe fozmer occa- 

3 ſions had fozſakenhis fir ſt loue, was waxen moze colde, 02 

luke-warme, in that holp religion, and godly zeale with the 

which bis heart hath been wofiderfullp enflamed in his youth. 

But pet q remember what the Lo2d ſaid: / will Sew mercy, to 

5 whome I will ſhew mercy. The ſame ſaid to Hagar: Returne 4- 

Gen.169, gainetothymuſtru though thine heart was turned from her.A- 
gaine he ſaith to the ſinner Remember from whence thou art fal- 

len and repent, and do thoſe good workes which thou haſt vſed to doe 

when I was wellpleaſed with thee. Agatine, Remember thy maker: 

So I confeſle (though with⸗ſoꝛrow of heart) that the king in 

that his eſtate hath not ſo zealoufly ſet foo2thand maintained 

the gloꝛy and ſeruices ol God, as he was wont to doe: foꝛ who · 

ſoeuer is addicted to the foꝛmer, is defectinem the latter, but he 

neglegeda great part ol his office and duty. But pet (the _ 

| | e 


-  petdorefturnehome againe,x are renued by repentãce, as were 
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bee thanked) we know that the ſtate of religion was neuer gion nguer alte 
altered oꝛ changed: but that hath and pet doth remaine the red but conti- 
fame as in the time of David, notwithſtanding the idolatries, nue the lame 
ſuperſtitions and pzouocafions ot his ſtrange women: which is 2 

a notable argument, that pet hee helde the ſure foundation of, Chro. 116 
his faith vn ſhaken. And thereloze let vs not pꝛeſume either to 17. - 
ſay oz fothmke, that Ring Solomon is fallen vtterly awap 

from the Loꝛd his God, who hathſo wonderfully loued,beau- 

tifiedand bleſſed him. It is one thing to offend God by euill 

thoughts, euill woꝛdes oꝛ wicked deedes another thing to deny 

God and to foꝛſake him utterly. Me t hat ſinneth andoffendeth 

God and pet belecueth in God, he is by his repentancereſer- 

ved fo2 ſaluation: but who ſo doth deny God and vtterly apo; 

ſtate from him, there remaineth vnto him not ſo much as one 

little hell wherewith he may dꝛawe a very (mall meaſure of 

the water of life. It is not one and the ſame thing to turne fr 

the Loꝛde and to turne vtterlyawꝛy from him without retyze 

oʒ returne: The fo2mer of theſe faults is often ſeene in Gods 

owne childꝛen, when ( like pꝛodigall and diſobedient ſonnes) 
they bee tempted to depart from their moſt louing father, and 


Aaron, Moſes, David: p latter is ſeene in the repꝛobates on · 
tp, which fall away and neuer returne, andtherefoꝛe are not re- 
nued by repentance: foz they cannot truely repent, becauſe the The repro- 
Loꝛd giueth not repentance vnto them: as it was apparant bates cannot 
in Cain, in Lots wife, x in Saul, whom the Lozdcaſt away fr ent. 
befozehim. But this falling awayfrom God, wee haue not 
lound noꝛ ſhall perceiue in N. Solomon, the Lode bee bleſſed 
therefoze. Neither map wee thinke, that howſoeuer he is (aide 
to followe after Aſtaroth, Milcom, Molock, Camos t ſuch 
others the Gods of the heathen, that therefoze he was ſo grolle 
an Jdolato2,as he did adoꝛe and woꝛſhippe thole range Gods, 
no moꝛe then we map thinke, that Aaron the Pꝛieſt didavoze Solomon did 
and woꝛchip the golden Calle, which himſelle had made at the ee 
impoꝛtunacie of our Fathers in the wildernes. And J knowe go . 
(mp Loꝛdes ) that pe haue not ſeene any ſuch thing in the ng 
no2 do pe imagine (as 4 ſuppole) that the king at any —— 

\ . 
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was ſofoolilh as to adoꝛe oz woꝛſhip ſuch kind ol Gods, of the 


which his father David, deriding the groſſe Jvolatrie of the 
heathen thus ſang. | 


Their Idols both, of ſilver golde and mens hand works theybe, 
They momtheshave,but do not ſpeake,and eies but cannot ſee: 

They have ele eares but do not heare, &. ſenſelesniſes,ſ0 

They have handes,but they handle not, &. feete but cannot go. 


Doubtles ( anſwered the Pꝛinces) we perſwade, as pee 
haue ſaid: pea, ſaid Azariah,and wee haue often heard the K. 
himſelle to blame aud repꝛoue ſuch kind ol Jdolatry, and thus 
Sap. tz. 10. & bath he laid whole woꝛdes fo2 wiledome and grauity are copi- 
14.8. & 15. 3. ed dut and divulged euen among the Gentle). Miſerable are 
they and among the dead that call them Gods which are but 
the wozkes of mens hands. Againe deriding the folly of thole 
Idoll-woꝛſhippers, he ſaith he is not aſhamed to ſpeake to that 
which bath no ſoule: foz health hee makes his petition to that 
which is ficke:foz life he humbly pzatety to him that is dead. - 
gaine, curſed be the Jdollthat is made with handes, yea, both it, 
and he that made it: he becauſe he made it, and it becauleit was 
talled a God, whereas it is but a fraile thing: foz the vngodly 
and his vngodlines are both like abhominable vnto God: euen 
ſo the wozke andhe that made it, ſtalbe ptmiſhed together. A- 
gaine: To know the Loꝛd God is perfec righteouſneſſe; yea, 
to know his power is the root ofimmoꝛtalitp. As foꝛ the thing 
that men baue found out though their euill ſcience, it hath not 
deceiued vs, noꝛ ßᷣ painters vnpzofitable laboz,namly an image 
ſpotted with diuers coloꝛs, whoſe ſight inticeth the ignoꝛãt to 
kit alter it, and he deſireth the picture ol a dead image that hath 
no bꝛeath. Both the p that make them, they that deſire them 
and they that woꝛſhip them, lone euill thinges and merite to 
haue ſuch thinges to truſt vpon. Againe the enemies of Iſrael 
that wo2lhipthoſe Idols are moſt vnwiſe & moꝛe miſerable the 
verp fooles. Foꝛ they indge ol them to bee Gods, which neither 
haue eyes to ſec,ns2 noſes ta ſmell, noꝛ ears to heare noꝛ hands 
nuoz fingers to grope, and as foz their feete they are too flow to 
goe. Lo thoſe and ſuch like wozdes hath the king his wiſedome 
| | vttered 
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offered tout hing thoſe heathen Gods and the wozthippers of 
the, euen publikely, and in pꝛeſence ol all them to come to him 
to heare his wiſdome: that thereby the ſooner he might with- 
dzawthem from that groſſe erroꝛ and impious abhomination, 
and bꝛing them to the right woꝛſhip ol Ichovah the God of 1- 
ſrael. Ve haue truly ſpoken in this matter (ſaid Zado k) fo in 
truth, Jhane not knowen any one man ol life, p hath moze dil⸗ 
liked and derided this kind ol Jdolatry, 4 that hath moze ſharp- 
ly repꝛehended them that haue followed after ſtrange Gods, 
then the K. himſelle. either didhe thinke p any man which et- 
ther knew leho v ah our God, oꝛ had any wiſedome, oz reaſon, 
oz iudgement, oꝛ humaine wit wold acknowledge ſuch a ſenſe⸗ 
les image foꝛ a God, and wozthip it, much leſſe himſelle woulde 
either aduenture oꝛ attempt a thing ſo heinous, ſhamelull and 
dangerous againſt the law ol God, reaſon and good conſctence 
being a man ſo wiſe, holy and zealous foz the L his God. Cher · 
loꝛe, let vs not imagine p the R. was ſo perſwaded to pꝛoſtrate 
himſelke befoze thoſe vaine images ol the heathen, to adoze o2 
wozſhip them as Gods, oꝛ Þ he did inuocate oꝛ pꝛap tothem:oz 
truſt in the foz any aid oꝛ comtoꝛt:ſeeing that both he knew the 


abhomination of ſuch vain things, t lelt the goodnes ofthe li· In what ſenſe it 
is ſaid that Solo 


mon followed 


this is true that the N. hath in his fend loue andcarnallaffeci after ſtrange 
on to his wines being Idolatoꝛs and Apoſtats from the true Gos. 


ving God at al times ſo gratious towards him? But ( indee de) 


religiõ, ſo dsted ⁊ beſotted himſelle, that he hach winked at ſuch 
their abhominations, yea, hee hath permitted them to vle their 
ftrige religtõs:moꝛe pet he hath cauſed to be built ſoꝛ the hou- 
ſes, high places in the face of all Iſrael, ę in the ſight of Ieruſa 
le,t hath allowed the great ſums ol money e maintenance out 
of his treaſurs to xfo2 the ſame, wherol it is well ſaid (inderde) 
5 he followed after their abhominati6s:fo2 being both the K. ol 
Iſrael,x the huſband of thoſe his wiues, he ſhould rather (as he 
might wel do) haue reſtrained 4 puniſhed luch hoꝛrible abuſes of 
the name t honoꝛ ol God. But howloeyer it was ſeing we haue 
not ſen ſuch palpableidolatry in the N. as i he did wozſhiptheir 
ldols, noꝛ ci we ſee into p K,heart(as God ſerth him)x Gods le 
cret waies are ſuch as no vultures eie did euet ſee (as lob ſaid) t 
the bottöles pꝛolunditie therof 3 may nat attempt to ſownd: 


let 


* 


2 
3 
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let vs here tontent our ſelues with ſo much thereof, as il hath: 
well plealed him to reueale vnto vs, iudge iuſtly and ſoberly of 
God and his waies, conſtre the beſt ol his Saintes, « thinke- 
honourably of this choſen perſon and his actions and woꝛde, not 
raſhlp cenſuring the one, noꝛ indilcreetely condẽning the other. 
And out ol all queſtion, if in this reſolution and minde wee duly 
ſearch and wiſely examine and conſider of all thinges, we ſhall 
find and conſeſſe, that howſoener it bee, &. Solomon did not 
onely turne awaylrom God and endangered himſelfe, (as all 
other ſinners do) but that alſo he is returned againe and aſſured 
King Solomon of ſatetie,as thoſe which truly repent them of their {innes; that 
did turne again ho had not onely his heart ſeduced and cozrupted:(ashis Father 
to the Lord. David had whenhecomitted murther g adultery:) but hath al- 
aller. ſo a nowheart created and a right ſpirit renewed in him, as the 
P. ſame David had alter that hee repented, pꝛaied and founde 
grace with the Loꝛd: that he did not only deny the Loꝛd, wher 
by God was eraſperated againſt him, as our foꝛefathers both 
in the wildernes and in the time ol the Judges haue don: but al- 
fo hath ackns wledged his power, and conleſſed him, and there 
Num. 21.8. in eſchewed his owne deſtruction, as many of our fathers did 
which beheld that bꝛaſen ſerpẽt in the wildernes, and wept be⸗ 
foze the L oꝛd, and were pꝛeſerued and comfozted:he did not on 
ly ſin to pꝛouoke the Loꝛd:but alſo he did repent and well plea · 
Ex0.10,17, ſed the Lozd. And this he hath done not with his mouth onelp 
2. Sam. 12. 13. . as Pharao did, but with his heart as K. David did:he diſpai⸗ 
red not as did Cain and Saul: but he ſoꝛrowed and repented in 
Gen.; 0 58 hope. as did A dam, and Iudah, and Moſes and Aaron. And 
26. this he did alſo truely and ſpeedilp, as ſoone as he ſaw the An- 
Expo. 2.22 gell of Gods wꝛath had dzawenfozth hisſwozde againſt him e 
his people, as David did, when he ſaw the angell ol God plagu 
ing the people: in this point he well reſembled, that wary bird 
which ſeeing the fowler s bow bent and himſeile in danger, 
makes haſte to flye away befoꝛe that the arrow bee ſent fooꝛth 
againſt him, remembꝛing what his father had modulated: 
If when that men offendthe Lord, they willnot turn againe: 
He furbiſbeth his percing ſword in iuſtice them to paine, 
He bends his bow, & ui prepares with dreadfull darts of death: 
And lethall inſtrumentes, to take from them their vitall breath. 


But 
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But alas there be in woꝛld too many cõparable to that foolith 
bird which maketh no halt to eſcape fro the ſnare befoꝛe he be ta 
ke therin. Therloꝛe A now remeber not only what he cofiſailed 
Be not ſlow to turne to the Lord, for ſodainiy ſhall his wrath burne 
lle fer:but what his father aduiſed. 4 
To day if ye lus voice will heare, 
Then harden not your faithles heart: 
As ye with grudging many a yeare, 
Provokte me in the will deſert, 
It is meet that men attend him whe he calleth, Amen offer 
gold, which is pet but tranſitozp, there bee which come 
with ſpeede: and the tree being ſhaken, they will gather vp the 
fruit without long tarrying: But when the Loꝛde pꝛoffereth 
peace to mans ſoule, they come flackly regarde it little, which 
is the cauſe they often mille the kings thouſand. Vut as foꝛ our 
Soueraign L. albeit we had been neither eare · witnelſes, noz 
epe⸗witneſſes: yet (beſides the K. geſture and pꝛeſent conſtifu- 
tion ol body) the very woꝛds which wee haue heard from him, 


and yet daily heare him to vtter, and the which being taken and That is his 
collected into a regiſter, map bee called thebooke or his veyen · Eccleſiaſtes 


tance, ſhall foꝛ euer witneſſe and manifeſt the ſame thing. Foꝛ 
therein it doth and may appeare, that our L. Aing Solomon, 
not onely after his full and perfect experience of all che delights 
ol the ſonn es of men, and the affaires ol this life: but alſo after 
all thoſe his tranſgreſſions, wherein he had ſo much vered and 
diſquietted both his minde and body angred the L. offended the 
holy ones, diſtained his honoꝛ and endangered his ſoule, is ne 
vertheleſſe by the admirable operation ol the diuine ſpirite, 
bought to the true ſenſe and knowledge of his ſinnes and ſo ol 
the danger of himſelle and his people, the which is al waies the 
firſt grade to true repentance, from whence hee hath oꝛderly 
pꝛoceeded tothe full perfection thereof, as hereafter pee ſhall 
vnder ſtand. In the meane time my good T) let vs think right 
honourably of the K. and beleeue that Ichovah his God hath 
not barred him out krom the contrition and repentance ofthe 
bleſſed and lo neither from the diuine mercy. Ve haue well ſpo- 
ken (moſt reuerẽd father) laid the P2inces which we haue glad 


Ip heard, and will both concurre and conclude with you foz the 
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King tothe honour of our God. And fruely in this, that 
hee hath acknowledged and confeſſed his offences, hee may 
not bee either condemned oz difliked, albeit hee bee the 
King of Iſrael, no moꝛe then ſuch a thing was blamedin Da⸗ 
vid, bis kather: but rather to be commended,asft was in him: as 
firft in regard ol the good example, wherby others might be in- 
firncted:nert fo the moze caſe of his own heart oppꝛeſſed with 
fozrow in the conſideration ol his ſin with the dangerenſe 
it Thirdly fo the better pacifping of the diuine wzath which is 
vehemẽt againft obffinatfinners:and fourthlyfo2 p good ol his 
people, who vpon his repentance and remiſſion might hope foz 
peace: there be ſome who when they haue ſinned, will not eaſily 
acknowledge themſelnes laultie either to God oz to man: and 
therfoze are hardly perſwaded to amend,Ulherin they bee like 
thoſe which holden of deſperate diſeaſes not feeling themſelues 
fick,are hardly recouered:fo2 this is a great hinderte to amed- 
ment of life, whenmen which are offenders will not acknow- 
ledge their offences. But there beeſome though not many of 
them) which ollending, do by times feele and know their offen- 
ces, and ſeek to eſcape the dinine wzatb by a faithful recãciliatiã 
and ſo are recouered in good time. And theſe be like not only to 
thoſe wiſe birds, which (as ye ſaid) eſchew the arrowes com- 
ming towards them: but alſo to thoſe which being diſtempered 
in their bodies ſoone eſpy it, and ſeek to pꝛeuent inconneniences 
by the aduiſe and help of the cunning phiſician. Foꝛ as the ſenſe 
of the ſicknes is the commencement of the cure: ſo the acknow- 
ledging ofa fault is the firſt ſtep to pardon, and ſo to theamed- 
ment ol him that hath faulted. But pꝛoceed (moſt reuerendfa- 
ther) we pꝛay pou, and deſiſt not, vntill pe haue fully declared 
the oꝛder and manner ol the u. true repentance foꝛ truly how; 
ſoeuer it hath beene a griefe and ſoꝛobo vnto our hearts to hear 
ol thoſe his great tranſgreſſions and ſins, itis and ſhalbenvw 
a fop ond comfozt vnto vs toheare of his happy Repentance, by 
the which, (it may be) the L. will allo repent bim of that enill 
which he had purpoſed to doe vnto bim and vs, and will turne 
iuſtice into mercp, that we perriſh not in this his high dilplea- 
ſure, which is as a fearfullfper to conſume thẽ that wil neither 
repent them ol their ſinnes, noz ſeeke him whiles hee may bee 
found in the ſingleneſſe of heart. CAP. < 
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Car. XXX. 


7adok declareth the order and manner of Solomons Re- 
pentance, . 


be pꝛinces, hauing heard Zadok thug 
i farre, acknowledged the equitie of his 
dealing and withall, hauing pꝛay- 
O led and commended the King in this 
point, that alchough he were a King: 
yet he diſdained not both ts acknow- 
2D } ledge himſelle an offendoz ( after the 
5 e example ol his father David): they re⸗ 
queſfed Zadoke to pꝛoteede, who continuing the fozmer argu - 
ment. ſpake againe to this effect. Surely(my Loꝛdes) as the R. 
is molt wiſe, and his wiſedome euer remained with him: lo per · 
teiuing that he had ſinned againſt God. who thereby was p20- 
uoked to anger: hee did not onely acknowledge the ſame in his 
heart, but alſo conſidered that the iudgements diuine were now 


ready to be executed againſt him and his people. Yea, hee lelt Solomons 
the arrowes of God to ſtick faſt in him, whereby he was mo- Conrition. a5 
ved to ſuch great contrition ol heart and ſoꝛr w ol minde loz his in Eccl.ca. 
ſins, that there was no health in his fleſh, noz reſt in his bones, & 2. 


he was bꝛought into ſuch an extreame trouble and heautnes 
that hee went mourning all the dap long, as ſometimes J ſaw 
his lather David to do, when his heart was contrite after the 
knowledge ol his ſinnes and ſenſe of Gods wzatb. 


Secondly, the king hathnot omitted to vtter foozth the Solomens con- 


fearcfullthonghts of his troubled heart, and to confeſſe the 
greatnes of his vanities that not onelp befoze the Loꝛd, the ſeer 
and ſearcher ol all mens hearts: but alſo befoꝛe the face of all me 
pes, in the Catalogue e vamrierhe bʒingeth in himſelke to be no⸗ 
ted. Foz when he might haue pointed at the folly of Adam, of 
Cain, ol Nimrod, oł Pharao, of Abimelech, of Saul, of Na- 
bal, and ſuch others (as 8 wont to do 5 
; a 3 : cp” 


feſſion of his 
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they note others, and the whiles conceale their own ſinnesand 
imperfections)pet the king leauung all others and their faults, 
painted directly at himſelle as a pꝛincipall foole,among all the 
fooles of vanities kingdowe Woꝛthily to be derided and repꝛoued, 
yea as we our ſelues cannot denyif, the R. in thelow conceit 
or his owne integritie and great humblenes of mind(notwith- 
ſtanding hee bee a moſt gloꝛious R.) woulde(ifhe might by our 
conſent that his faults and the greatnes oi his folly ſhoulde bee 
openly pꝛoclaimed and publiſhed by his own perſon thꝛoghout 


the long ſtreets of leruſalem. Fo2 the R. wel knoweth, that it 


is a moꝛe grieuous thing to tranſgreſſe the law. then to bee pu⸗ 


niſhed acco2ding to the law. and a moze ſhame loꝛ a man toch- 


mit a ſinne, then to repent foꝛ aſinne:fo; in the one, both God is 
diGonoured ,and man offended:in the other, God is glozified, x 


3-Contemptot man is ſatiſied. Moꝛeouer. as fo: his gloꝛp and ropall apparrell 


the wor 


Favour and 


beauty. 


4 


Solomons 
humble con- 
ceit of him- 
{elfe, 


with all externall beautie, he eſteemeth it, but as the painting 
on a wall of clap, which beeing ſcowꝛed off the clap appeareth. 
Therekoꝛe he ſaid Fa vour is deceitfull, and beauty is but vanitye; 
ved, he eſteemeth this koꝛ no beauty noꝛ gloꝛy at all, p one birds 
ſhould be decked in an other birds keathers, noꝛ this loꝛ any ho- 
102 at all, pᷣ a noble mi ſhold beg his beauty of the wozms, the 
birds. p beaffs,02 of others ſo far inferioꝛ in dignity:pea, he may 
be full aſhamed to purcbaſe his gloꝛp from thence, as whoſaith 


map theſe things garniſh the? but he were beautiful indckde, il 


he could beautifythẽ. Fo2 when a man ſeeketh to deck himſelfe 


with other things, he ſhold acknowledge his own vilenes d wit 


That beauty which with the garmet is put on, is with þ ſame 
put off againe. Therfozethisis of the garmet, ⁊ not of p perſy, 
but aboue al it is a ſhame fo2 any ma to ſhine in the beauty of 
ropall garments and fo be defoꝛmed in his maners.Therfoze 
this is not foꝛgotten in the R. catalogue of vanities. Ind to bee 

plaine, the R. now eſtermeth al y hans:s,pleaſures,riches,dig- 
nities, poll:cies, ſtudies, counſailes,, thoughts, actions, 4 ende⸗ 
voꝛs of maniny woꝛld ( which are without the woꝛd wiſdome, 

and feare ol God) to be mere vanity, woꝛthily to be abandoned 
as that which will neither pꝛoſit a man in this life, noꝛ abide 
with him, noꝛ helpe him, noꝛ cofozt him, after death. Fourthly 
the N. pꝛeſumeth not hẽcefoꝛth tobe called oꝛ named the R. ol 

Iſracl,noewithtading his wildem, wealth, kame, b great glo- 

: ry 
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xy in that place wherin bis father David by the diuine pꝛoui- 
dece had placed him. There be ſome, which vpon manp meaner 
occaſions,reſemble the Chamelion(a breaſt which is fed with 
the aire, and thereloꝛe is euer gaping} foz they deſier the loode 
of popular pꝛaiſe, and the higheſt titles, whereof they take a 
pꝛide and vainegloꝛ y: but the K.being wiſe, andſo having lear 
ned to know both the deceitfull woꝛld, and the vanitte of this 
gloꝛp, neither admireth the one, noꝛ fawneth on the other, but 
he leeketh and vleth al the wales and meanes hẽceloꝛth to purge 
himſelle of this dãgerous humoꝛ: therfoze tothe which call bim Eccles 1. 12. 
wy L. the K.of 1/racl.he is wont to ſap indecd, I have ſametimes 3 laide 
been K. over Iſrael in Ieruſall, hut now, Lam not that King. Not- ie = 5 * 
withſtanding we know wel, that he pet raigneth oner vs, and is King. 

ſo wee eſteeme him, and henoz him foz our K. (as duty bin- 1 
deth vs). But thus he ſaid, firſt to eſchew that vame gloꝛy and 
p:aiſe of men, which the men of this life ſo much affect and de⸗ 
light in, both the which now ſeeme loathſome vnto him and a 
griele vnto his ſoule. Next he hath thus ſpokẽ in the conſidera- - 
tid of his trãſgreſſiõs againſt the L. and his lw foz the which 
now perteiluing and feeling a touch ol the diuine anger, hee is 
wozthily humbled,x accopteth himſelfe nothing fit ſo2 the dig 
nity of that moſt rotall place, although hee map pet bee far pꝛe⸗ 
ferred befoze all the R. pꝛinces ol the wozld,at this day: Chus 
David htsfatyer abaſedhimlſelfe befoze the . and thought ( in · 
deed; whe he fel into the reckoning of his cõdition. that hee was 
too vile to be a doze-keeper in the houle of God Thirdly the K, 
hath ſpoke it, in regard ol that meſſage which he lately receiued 
from the L.wherin he is certlſied, that his kingdom Malbe din 
ded, and only 2. parts ofthe 1 2 ſhall remaine to his ſons poſte- , 
rity:the other : o.partsſhalbegfuetohis ſeruãt Ieroboa, who 
is therfgze gon away from him c waiteth but fo2 the time and 
occaſion of th'effecting therof,x that thoſe parts ſhalbe IIrael, p 
the R. therof Chalbe called Ring. of Iſt ael, as if therefoze the K, 
ſhold haue ſaid. howſoeuer the men of this life, admiring them- 
felues & doting on their lewd affectios,are ignoꝛãt oftheir pꝛo- 
per infirmities,tm perfeaions,e defozmitirs (without y ſenſe 
and knowledge whereof they are moſt w2etched, ſeeing that 
neither keeling noꝛ percsiuing them e the dãgers theroenſew- 
ing, they are neither hũbled, noꝛ deſirous to haue them cured. 
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of themſelnes defended) :foz mine owne part, J both acknow- 
ledge and conkelle mine infirmities and imperfections, yea the 
coꝛruption of my nature(as being a ſinfall man): in the conſide· 
ration whereol, as I am calf downe and humbled: ſo am J not 
willing to ſeeke the glo2p ol that vanity, but rather to try and 
traue foꝛ aid and delfuerace.No2 do J imagine, p there can be in 
my lelfe any thing meritsꝛious of y euerlaſting goodnes which 
quicknetb the dead, foꝛ what baue 4 putting my ſinnes e infir- 
| mities aparte which J had not receiuedfr the almighty - ) noz 
The office of a know J what there is in mans nature whereof hee may ware 
King, pꝛoud. And although ye tall me R. and J baue been to that end 
| both exalted and graced: pet what cauſe haue pe now to cffeemey | 
me ſoꝛ is honoꝛ met fo2 a fool?a R. is honozable:but J haue di- 
ſtained that ho noꝛ by my lewdnes. A King ruleth and ſubdueth 
his owne luits: but J haue giuen place to my luſts and beene o⸗ 
vercome thereof.A king doeth equitie and righteouſnes, the end 
ol his pꝛelerment: but I haue done iniury to my God and giu 
offence to his people by mine hoꝛrible ingratitude. A R. baniſh- 
eth from his Court Jdolato2s and wantons, and whozeman- 
gers ec. but J haue fawnedon thoſe which in my pꝛeſence haue 
dedicated themſelues to thoſe abhominations. A king ſhould be 
a patterne ol beauty vnto his people in all godlp vertues: but 
J haue giuen them an example of lewdneſſe in mine inoꝛdinate 
erceſſe. A Ring is the (tay and glozp of his place: but J haue 
both weakned and defoꝛmed mine houſe with tranſgreſſions, 
A R. both reſpecteth and expecteth the honoꝛ ofthe moſt holy, 
but J haue blemiſhed the ſame with the damps ol ſinne. Ther- 
foze vnwoꝛthy J am the title ofa Ring. And if J map not bee 
nameda Kung, then much leſſe ſhould pe call me he King of /- 
ſrael. And truly I map not hencefozth be called X. over Iſrael 
becauſe the L. God foꝛ mine offeces againſt him hath iaſtly de⸗ 
pꝛiued me ol the honoꝛ ol that high dignity: But rather hence 
foꝛth (as J haue rightly merited) I map be numbꝛed amõg the 
fooles of ſracl, Pea, and albeit that my ſeruant Ieroboham 
hath lifted vppe his bandes againſt mee, and ſhall vſurpe that 
Name and dignitye: pet ſhall both this Name and 
dignitye bee reſerued (as rightly impoſed ) foz the moſt 
righteous Seede and Pzince of Iſrael which was p20- 
| | | *---.4 mand 
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miſed to David my Father, and which in his due time ſhalbe 
rayſed vp to ſit on his ſeate, and to raigne ouer the houſe of Iſ- 
rac], that is, ouer the Saints and holy people of God, in do- 
ing them equitie and true iudgement foz euer. In the meane 
time J muſt in all humbleneſſe ol minde bewaile my ſinnes, 
and the miſerte of mine houſe and p oſteritie, occaſioncd by the 
ſame: the which J cannot but euery houre remember conſider, 
lament, andfinally repent, aud abandon thoſe manifolde vant- 
ties of the ſonnes ol men, wherein J'naue beene polluted and 
wearyedinmplice. Lo thus the Ring ruminateth in afflict;- $9101m70n is a 
on, beereof is bis continuall meditation in the ſozowe of his . ; 
minde, and thus hee erpeſſeth bis faithful repentance enerp lw ade the — 
dap! *Fiftly, althougb he hath ſpent ſome poꝛtion ol his lite in ple. 
ſin, and the whiles did fozget the wholeſome leſſon which his 2r943 r. 
mother Bethſabe gaue him: pet being in the ende pꝛeuented by 
the grace and mercie ol God, hee doeth againe often call to 
minde and recount her wiſe inſtructions, and ruminateth of 
that which himſelfe hath thought good to wꝛite and ſpeake ( in 
his wiſe Pꝛouerbs) as a confeſſion of his ſinnes: and a woz- 
thy argument of his Neyentance: pea, hee hath not onelp con 
verted, and dedicated himſell again vnto the Lo2d, in wonder 
full great feare and reuerence: but alſo (as a learned and ex- 
perienced Preacher of Repentance and Righteouſnes) he hallom⸗ Solomon 
eth and calleth all men from the vices and vanities of the de- —_— all o- 
ceitfull wozld, teaching and exhoꝛting them zo feare the Lorde, _ es; 
and to keepe his commandements. And in this, the king is not Eccles 13 
like them which thinke that a benefite languiſheth and peri- 
cheth as the flood which powꝛeth fooꝛth her ſtreames into di⸗ 
ners channels and ſmall veynes: but he is. as the liberall man, 
right willing to benefite many, thereby to cauſe his beneno- 
lence to abound, therefoze he ſtudieth, he pzeacheth, hee ſpea- 
keth, heerhozteth, he admoniſheth, he comfozteth,herefuteth, 
be confirmeth, and whatſoeuer els neceſſarte and conuenient 
in a Pꝛeacher to 0zawe men from wozldlp vanities, and to 
lead them towardes the b-# good, and true felicitie, the bigh- 5 
ell obiect ol mans hope. All this, his nobles and his ſeruants, Al — 
which ſtand beloꝛe him, heare his wiſedome and obſerue his 3eme oY. 
wozdes and wozkes, finde and well vnderſtande, neither can (cryanes, 
we 
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wee but tekfifiethe' ſame loꝛ him, befoze all men. Pea, wee 


| fee and tan witneſſe, that there is in him both the wiſe. 


dome of GO DD, and the knowledge of the holy Spirite, 
in ſuch abundance , as wee are not able to expꝛeſſe it: and 


in this, wee finde him, yet more wiſe, tbat now ati the lat 


bee hath changed his minde, and withdꝛawen his affection 


lrom the woꝛlde, ſo larre that as he vid ſomelimes ſwerue 


frem the Loꝛde GOD, and by his euill example, did giue 
an occaſion to many others to blaſpheme and offend , oz 
at the leaſt to bee offended: ſo hee nowe endeuours him- 
ſelfe . tenne times moꝛe to eſchewe culll, and ts lecke the 
L.o2de in ſingleneſſe of heart, and toerhozt and perſuade o- 
thers to doe the like: to, and fo2 the which, heehathlabou- 
red day and night, to ſearche and finde out 4c4g/t/owe 
wordes, right Scripture , and the wordet of trueth, Where- 
in he followed not the common woont of ſinners, which 
beeing polluted and defiled with filthineſſe , haue a deſire not 
onelp to wallowe therein, but alſo that others ſhould bee 
defiled with them in the ſame , reſembling thoſe Wrefllers 
02 Fighters, which care not to bꝛuſh off the duſt from their 
owne garmentes, but rather endenour to defile one another, 
and fall together even with the ſame. Thus hath not 
the King done, and to bee plaine : The King having been 
nourtered and well trained vp in his youth, ſh:weth foozth 
at this time the ripe fruites thereof, notwithſtanding thoſe 
blemifhes of humane imperfections. Finally, although 
it bee a thing too common with men , that though they 
foz-beare to ſinne foz a time, (fearing the puniſhment there- 
of) they nenerthelefſe afterwarde foꝛget themſelues, and 


his repentance Teturne againe , as with the dog to his vomit, to their fozmer 
reroltednot vices (as lately did Adoniah, and Shimei)- yet the King 


from Gods 


minde and affection of man, andnow continueth denten 


beeing otherwiſe minded hath ſhunned and abandoned all 
bis. wozldlp delights , vices, and vanities, and dedicated 
himſelle againe vnto the deſire of heauenly things, and the 
iopes eternall, in regard whereof, foꝛ theloue of GOD, and 
his owne health, he abſtaineth not onely from things vnlaw- 
full, but alſo from things lawtull and tollera ble, pleaſing the 
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fame, hauing made a ſure. Couenant with himſelle neuer to 
apoſtate o2 turne backe warde againe : and therefoze, as 
the Tranailer which goeth towardes a moſt famous Ci 
tie, is euer falaing of his tourney and of the place, to 
learne the cuſtomes and guiſe thereof, and to erpꝛeſſe his 
deſire to haſten and come thither, as rauiched with the loue Solomon: 
of theſame: So we perceiue, that the King is neuer plea⸗ common and 
ſed noꝛ eaſed, but when hee falketh and telleth of thoſe high daily medita- 
treaſures of that moſt happy place: thereof hee rumina- don and talke. 
teth, thereof hee delighteth to talke : therecf hee is glad 
to heare: all other things bee they neuer ſo pleaſant ſeeme 
loathſome and vaine in his conceit. Fo2 of this nature are 
the woꝛds of his common talke : and ſuch are many ol his Pꝛce- 
uerbs, the which ſeeme to be powꝛed looꝛth krom the good trea- 
ſure of a good mans heart, as the good fruits ſpꝛung ol a good 
tree, And truely thoſe are notable Arguments of the Kings The defioiri- 
true ¶ onverſion and Repentance: Foz whether Repentance, ons of repen- 
bee defined * that affection and paſſion of the minde, by 
the which any perſon being touched with the ſenſe of Gods 
anger conceiued fo his ſinne committed, is moſt hearti- 
ipſozp , with an humble and earneſt deſire of mercie and 
amendement of life. Oz, the loathing of ſinne and thir- , 
ſting after mercie and righteouſneſſe: Oz, the bewap- 
ling of treſpalles, with a full purpoſe thence-foozth to a- 
mend, e leade a godlplife :* Oꝛ, the turning againe of man vn- 4 
to his Maker, with hope of mercie by faifh in the holy Meſ⸗ 
ſiah: * Oz, a changing oꝛ a renewing of the minde oꝛ opi- 5 
nion, with a due conſideration and better aduiſe  * Þz, 6 
=v the turning about, oꝛ changing of both the mind and bo- 
dy and ſo of the whole-man:*D2, (after the common receiued 7 
opinion touching the parts therol) the Contrition of the heart, 
the Confeſſion of the mouth, the tempering of the fleſh, the 
amendement of the wozke , and the continuance in vertues: 
Oz, hoboſoeuer els it be defined, deſcribed, oz declared (accoz- 
ding to the analogie oꝛ pꝛopoꝛtion of our religion) we may ga- 
ther out of thoſe pzemiſed teſtimonies and examples, both a 13 
true Repentance, and the ripe fruites and notes of the ſame, 0c = TD ; 
and ſo conclude ,: that Solumon our King is truely mo R-pentance, 
03 
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Foz were hee not a true repentant perſon, wee ſhould neuer 
bane found ſuch wholſome fruiteson this tree, noz ſuch ſoue- 
Signes and to- xgigne treaſures to be dzawne foozth from his humble heart. 
* g —_ Neither map we thinke, thoſe fruites and treaſures are of that 
pentane®® nature, as they can beefound in that perſon, ( eſpecially to- 
wards the ende of his life) of whole true connerſion and faith 
full repentance it may iuſtiy be doubted; no moze, then ſweete 
| waters are expected froma bitter fountaine, o2 Figs to grow 
Lob. 27. 10. of Thiſtles. Foz why, the Hypocrite hath never ſucha delight 
in the e Almightie! N02 can it poſſibly come fo paſſe, that the 
perſons in whome thele and ſuch vertues are found reſident, 
dwelling, oz ſpꝛinging (ſo pꝛoper to the Loꝛdes choſen) ſhoulde 
be vfterlyſhut out from a godly repentance, and ſo debarred of 
the mercte of chat moſt mercifull God, who vouchſafeth both 
to call ſinners vnto him, and pꝛomiſeth them mercie that tru- 
ly repet.Fo2 as the L oꝛd, being ielous of ſuch his graces, hath 
Note this. not bin willing that the damned Repzobates ſhould be ſeiſed of 
the ſame, oz ſo much as handle them with their pꝛophane and 
ſinfull hands: ſo hath he been, and is moſt glad and right well 
pleaſed, that thoſe graces be powꝛed out as pꝛoper to them, 
whom it pleaſeth him to rene we by repentance, and to bꝛing 
with great honour to his eternall glozie.. *Therefozeas wee 
know that the King is Nepentant: ſo wee alſo beleeue he hath 
eſchewed the danger ol Gods wꝛath, obtained mercie and par- 
Solomons pare don of his ſins, and reteineth bope ol his eternall health. But 
ogg {alu- this wee acknowledge to bee wꝛought, not by the truſt wee 
Thi: care i baue in that hisrepentance: but in that ſweete mercie of God 
wrought ot Which dꝛaweth men to Repentance, in compariſon whereol, all 
Gods merc e. his ſinnes and all the ſinnes of men in this lile are not ſo much 
aàs one dꝛoppe to the Sea, The Sea is great: ſois his ſinne : 
but the ſeareceineth pet a meaſure: ſo doth his ſinne, but the 

mercte ol GS D is beyond all meaſure. 
Therefoze, although men ſhould bee achamed to ſinne, yet 
ſhould they not be aſhamed to repent them of their ſinnes (as 
| I fayde befoze ) and to hope foz- mercie . Neither let any 
| man lay: 4 haue ſinned much, how ſhouldJ finde mercie foz 
Obiect. my ſinnes? foꝛ though a man cannot vnderſtande the realon 
thereof, pet the Lozd God wellknoweth it, he wozkethit, = 
ee 
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he pardoneth ſinmers in luch ſoꝛt, as neither their ſin, no, noꝛ any 
ſcarre andſhew of their ſins remaineth. T his is ſtrange to vs. 
and not ſern in the curing of the wounds ol a mans bodte, wer · The nature 
in though wee haue a thouſand cumung Phyſicians oz Chi- f ibis cure. 
rurgians, the ſcarres of the ſoares remaine to be ſeene an ar · 
gument of the wound: foz whp, the infirmitie of a mans na · 
ture, and the imbecillitie of Art and medicine are repugnant to 
it ſelf;buf when God pardoneth he blotteth ſins out, in ſuch {ozt, 
as not ſo much as any ſcarre oꝛ ſigne of the wound remaineth: 
to be ſeen, but together w the healing, there is giue perlt beau · 
tie, afler the pardoning of the paine, he po wꝛeth out righteouſs 
neſſe, and he maketh the ſinner equall with him that neuer ſin- 
ned. This the Rings father teſtiſied in himſelle when he laid 
to his ſoule: 7he Lord hath forgiven all thine iniquitie and heated. 
all thine informitie: he ſaveth thy life from deftruttion, & cromneth Plal,toz.z, 
thee with mercy and loomg lindneſſe. * But howſoeuer it bee, f Solano, 
there is no reaſon, why we ſhould doubt ol the afſurance ofthe Pardon. 

lone of God to him whom he vouchlaueth to entitle his Don. 

Neither ſhould we ſuſpect the happy continuante ol Gods lo- 

ving mercte on him, which ol his owne woꝛde was both pꝛo- 

miled and warr anted him, when we finde neither teſtimonte, 

no2 ſufficient pꝛeſumption of his finall apoſtaſte and repꝛobati⸗ 

on? Nap, we ſhall both decipher our want ol lone in iudging ſo 

raſhly and vnreuerentlp of the king, and of the generation of 

the righteous, whom the Loꝛd wil not ſuffer to fall koʒ euer (as 

K. David ſaide): and our want of wiſedome againſt our God, 

whom therein to our power wee ſhould make a lpar and vn- 

faithfull in not perfoꝛming that his wozds pꝛomiſe made con- 

cerning him in the figure as it concerneth the Messiah, in deed: 

Who ſaid; He ſ halbe myſon, & I will bee his father: I he ſin, I will : Sam. vi 
chaſten him with the rod of men and with the plagues of the children 

of men: but mymercie ſbal not depart from hum, as J tooke it from 

Saul. Which woꝛds are to be vnderſtodnot onlpy,noz wholy of 

the Meſsiah, but alſo, partly of Solomo:the childe oł God by 

adoption & grace to whom the L. would continue merci full, and 

not vtterly caſt him off:els, why ſhould Saul with his apoſtaſie 

t repꝛobatiõ (as by way ol a cõpariſon) be here bꝛought in: And 

this not only the R. himſell hath often both ſaid * 
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Hit wiſedome did remaine with him, that is, the Spirit of God, 
andthe mercy of Bod, which was taken away from Saul in 
the Lo20s anger foꝛ his rebellion: but alſo all we are able to te- 


ſtilie foꝛ him, in whom wee baue diſcerned and doe pet ap- 


pꝛoue theercellency of the Spirit and mercie of the Almightie, 
* Mozeoner, although the Lozde by his Pzophet Ahiah the 
Silonite hath (fo2 the Kings offence) thzeatned puntſhment 
to the Seede of David, (as wee haue heard to our greife and 
ſo2om): pet being mindefull of his pzomiſe and mercp made and 
ſhewed to David concerning Solomon, to our great comfozt, 
hee hath in his grace ffayed himſelle there, and added this re 
ffcatnt : But, not, for ever: 0) In all his dayes. Whererin, wee 


fee, that mercie is reſerued, and the puniſhment is determined 


in time, which may not be vnderſtoode of the paine of there- 


pvuꝛobates and damned in hel, the which is neither a puniſhment, 


1 


Zolomons 


ſalvation, 


Obie&, 


Who are 
| bleſſed? 


but a toꝛment oꝛ plague, and that, not determinable, but with · 


out and beyond all time. Therkoꝛe we conclude, that Solomon 
it not fallen for ever, nor. ſhall be puviſbed for ever, nor is deprived f 


the divine mercy: but repenting & being ſo well - beloved of God, 


he is pardoned by him, who hath commanded the woods and al 

pleaſant trees to over ſhadow them that be his, from this time 
foo2th foz ever moꝛe And perſwaded thereof, we may neither 
caſt into doubt the hope ol his eternal Saluatio with the Lozd : 
foꝛ though J haue heard one to obiect, (an a ſinner be ſaved: It 
is yet certaine as J ſaide) that as ſuch obfaine mercy, which 

repent, ſo ſhall they bee ſurely ſaued which obtaine mercie. 

This the kings father teſtified when he modulated thus, 7e / 

Jed are they whoſe wnrighteouſnes is forgiven, and whoſe ſmnes 
are covered. Bleſſed is that man, to whom the Lorde will not im- 

pute ſinne. And who are indeed bleſſed? enen they to whome 
the kingdome of God belongeth, and which are appointed to 

eternall happineſſe. Thus the firſt man Adam, thus Abel 

the ſecond man that feared Cod: thus Abraham, the father of 

true beleeuers: thus Moſes the Loꝛds ſeruant, and thus Da- 

vid, the kings father, and other the Loꝛdes Saints were par- 

doned of their ſinnes, and bleſſed of the Loꝛd. And therefo:e 

the King being the Loꝛdes choſen,and by his wiſedome know- 
ing the excellent effects of repentance, and 3 ol 
ods 


6 his Solace. 128 
Gods louing mercies is doubt leſſe happy and expecteth his reſt 
and glozte with thoſe Saints, which hauing been wile and tur⸗ 
- nedmany vnto righteouſnes, doe and ſhall ſhine and gliſter as 
the bꝛightnes of the firmament, and as the ſtarres foz euer 
and euer. ö 
Therefoze, howſoener it hath beene obiected againſt the 8 ons 

Bing: as neither the Egyptians foz the heate, noꝛ the Scythi- defence. 
ans foʒ the colde doe ſeele the terrible clappes ol thunder. Do 

ſhall our Loꝛd Ring Solomon, partlp by his excellent holines 

and gloꝛie: and partly by his true Repentance and foꝛgiuenes 

of ſinnes, beſides this our teſtimonie touching him. be pꝛotected 

and defended againſt all repꝛoches and obloquies of landerons 

and enuious fongues, aſwell in this age, as in all the ages that 

ſhall follow and ſucceed in the wozld : yea, and as he that caſt - 

eth his darts againſt a rocke oz other ſound thing, doeth ſome- 

times hurt himſelf by the ſodaine rebound of the ſame: ſo who- 

ſoeuer ſhall hencefoozth ayme ſo contumeliouſlp to the Kings 

perſon, being a man ſo holp and gloꝛious, map paraduenture 

be perced himſelfe by the tnerpeced rebounde of his owne dart: 

and lo they which haue beene glad ol his ſozrow and reiopce 
at his fall, ſhall mourne in their owne deſtruction, as a iuſt 

tewardof their malitious cenſures, and vngodly glozy : - 
when on the other ſide, they which loue the 
Loꝛdandhis Saintes, ſhall be glad 
and reiopce in the ſenſe ol his 

louing mercies. 


King Solomon 


Cap. XXXI : 


dyn God permitted Solomon to fall ? Why Solomon 
now vſet h not the Name Tetragrammaton? The 
preſervation of Solomons Sermons. 


P E molt reuerende Zadok, hauing 
made the fozmer Apologie foz the N. 
and ther vpon taken a pauze pet, as not 
willing to giue ouer, but as (alter a lit- 
L tlebzeathing) to pꝛoceed; the Pꝛinces 
| =, cooke an occafion of applauſe , where- 
8 in thep both appꝛoued and commended 
The Nature of N all thoſe things which had beeneſapde 
good ſublects. c the Ring, as right glad ot that which might be tuſtly found 
and ſpoken in his defence : being ſuch perſons (indeed) as wi- 
ched him no euill, but all good in their hearts. But Zadok to 
3 pꝛeuent them who might ol any his woꝛds take an occaſton to 
zadok by detẽ · ꝑꝛeſume in their ſinnes, ſaid: J haue not p2oduced the foꝛmer 
ding _ _ arguments foz the king, noꝛ ſpoken any thing (mp Lozdes) 
youlenor”” whereby A wouldanimate oz encourage men topzeſinne vpon 
to any man to the diuine merctes, and ſo to ſinne, that mercy might be pow- 
preſume too red out : The Lozde fo2bid, that any man ſhould of this take 
arte vpon the that occaſion. Map, rather euery man might beware and 
Auine meccies. take heed that he fall not then, wbiles he thinketh himlelfe to 
| ſtand moſt aſſured. Fo2 as the moſt rightesus man is not 
without his ſinne, and ſo pꝛouokes the Loꝛde to anger, and 
deſerues damnation : ſs ſhall not hee eſcape ſome meaſure of 
Sinnes ſhall be puniſhment : aboue all, hainous ſinnes ſhall be hoꝛribly puni- 
| puniſhed, ſhed, euen here in this life, as it bath been apparant in David, 
| when he offendedin the caſe of Vriah: £ alſo in this dur king, 
2. Sam. y. of whom the L oꝛd ſaid befoꝛe: F he ſinne, I will beat him with the 
Rodde of men, and with the plagues of the children of men, thus 
did God beateuenhim whom hee had made a man after his 
owne heart, Andthushe thzeatnedenen theſame, whomber 
named 
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named his Sanne! Il hee hath thus done on thoſe greene and 
flow2iſhing bzanches; what will be doe on the day and withe- 
red ſtubbes? ſurely, whereas hee pꝛuneth and cozrecteth the 
fozmer, to amend them koꝛ their god, hee will cut off and de⸗ 
ffroy the other from among bis people: fo2 though as a father 
he pittieth his owne: yet as a iuſt Judge bee will condemne, - 
and as a tyꝛant will rent a ſunder the ſonnes of Beliall, nei- Deut. 32. 
ther drſiſt 02 ſpare, vntill that in them hee hath filled vp the 

meaſure of his w2aty, accoꝛding tothe meaſure of their tranſ- 

greſſions. The whtch thing, if the vngodip ( that fete daplp 

on miſchiele as on bꝛead, and dzawe ſinnes vnto themſeiues 

as with ſtrong ropes) duelp conlidered and regarded, they 

wonld haue leſſe courage to flatter themſelues in their man(- 

fold impieties, and to pꝛomiſe peace to their ſoules in the depth | 

of thoſe their dangers. * Then ſpake Azariah foz the Azariah. 
Painces, ſaing : Well ſayd (moſt reuerend father): But wee 

beſeech pou, wherefoze did the Lozd God permitte and ſuffer 

dur noble King, not onely to ſlide : but alſo to ſinne, yea, 

and to franſgreſſe ſo hozribly befoze the Lo2de and his peo - , . 

ple? Shoulde godly ſobzietie licence vs ( anſwered: Za- gods ſccret 
dok :) to ſounde the pꝛofunditie of the divine thoughts d iudgemers are 
92 to enter into the bowels of bis ſecretes ? oz to ſearche beyond the 
out the cauſes of his hidden and vnknowen wapes? ng ch of man. 
ſurely ; but rather then to ſearch oz endenour to finde 

out, wee ſhoulde reuerently admire :, and in all things 

inffifie them; foz it is true that Moſes ſayde: Perfect ir Deut. ; 2.4, 
the worke of the moſt mightie GOD : for all hit wayes are 

Indgement: Hee is a GOD of trueth, without wickeaneſſe, 

righteous , and mt is hee. Thoſe ſecret things belong to Deut. 29-29; 
GD D aboue , and they ate not foz a man to knowe oz 82 
finde ont ,-no2 ſhall hee bee able in any other loꝛte, then 

hee is able to linde out the circle of a Ring, This is that 

way whereof Iob ſpake , the which the birdes baue not Job. 28. 
knowne, the Multures eye neuer ſawe , wherin the Lyons 

whelps walke not, and into the which no Lyon euer came. 

It is farre eaſicx to knowe the wap of an Eagle in the 

Apze, of a Serpent vpon a om of a ſhippe in the m 
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and of a man with a yong-woman(which yet paſſed the kings 
vnderſtanding) then to finde out the reaſons and cauſes of 

the L o2des ſecret iudgements and hidden wapes : Zherefoze, 

when the wiſeſt men in the woꝛlde haue pꝛeſumed this en- 

terpꝛiſe, they haue beene compared to the hungry man, 

which dꝛeameth that hee is eating, and beeing awaked out 

ol his flxepe, findeth himſelfe emptie: Thus are they fedde 

with winde in ſkeede ol wooꝛdes, they take the ſhadowe 

fo2 the bodie, they linde wandering cloudes whiles they 

ſeeke foꝛ rapne, and fo ſubſtances they take holde of ac- 
The cauſes of cidentes onely. But the better to ſuppꝛeſſe the curioſitie 
God: ſecret. of mans minde, let vs conſider certaine examples of the 
agen wozkes and wapes of God, the cauſes and reaſons where- 
found our. Of we could neuer as pet finde out. In the dapes ol Ioſu- 
ah the Captaine of the Lozdes Moaſte, wee ſinde that one 

— Achan ſinned againſt the Loꝛde, in that hee had contrary to 
0.7425 the commandement taken among the ſpoyles a certaine 
Babiloniſh garment, and two handzed ſickles of ſiluer, and 

- tongue of golde, and conveyed and hidde them away: 

fo2 the which the whole Moaſte was troubled and fledde 

befoze the enemie: and afterwarde, not onely Achan, but 

. | alſo his Familie and all that hee had was deſtraped. Nowe, 

if Achan. enely ſinned, why did the people fipe and fall? 

Againe, whp were his ſonnes, and Familie puniſhed ? and 

what had his childzen and cattle deſerued, that they all pe⸗ 

riſhed with him? was it not commanded befoze (Deut. 24. 

16) The fathers ſball not bee put to death for the children: nor 
Chorah. the chiloren for the fathers : but every man ſhall bee put to drath 
Num,16,;- fur hit omno ſin. Allo in the rebellion of Corah, Dathan and 
Abiram, why were the people plagued foz theſe mens ol - 

/ © Fences? and Wwherefoze dyed their Wines, and childzen, and 
ſeruantes, andcattle together with them? Alſo, we linde 
Abraham and that Abrahambeing foze-tolde that hee ſhould haue a ſonne of 
Sar _ Sarah his wife, laughed aſwel as did Sarah: and pet Sarah was 
Gens. rxrepꝛooued and not Abraham, Me may imagine that the one 
laughed loz iop, and the other in ſcoꝛne: but wee haue no ſuch 
cauſe deltuered vnto vs: foꝛ they both beleeued God. Moꝛeo ; 


| 2 ver: wohy did God permit Adam to fall, and Hevah to 3 
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fed? Why was Abraham our Father made a ſoiozner in à „ brham 
ſtrange land? Why was Iacob vered and afflicted with (9 Iacob. 
many eutlsin his dayes? why did God harden the hart of Pha- Pharao. 
raoh? Why did the Lozd plague thzeſcoze and ten thouſand ß 
Davids people fo his ſin?Jnall theſe things, let vs (as I ſaid) David, 
wonder, and tuſtifie the Lozd, knowing, that as no kinde of 

intquitie dwelleth in the maſt high? lo beeing the Judge of all b. . 

- the wozld, he iudgeth accoꝛding to right, as Abraham ſai t: 
and would that men ſhould content their minds only with that The generall 


. 


which it pleaſeth him to reueale x vtter vnto them. But thus cauſe of all, 
wee map ap, that in all thole things, the Loꝛd hath reſpected 
his owne glozte, and the benefite of his childꝛen, and that, as 
his will is in all things perfoꝛmed, it was his will that among 
others) the King ſhould fall, and chew his imperfections: and Cr: in parti. 
that as I can gather beſides the fozmer)fo2 theſe foure cauſes: cular cauſes of 
Firſt, that the people which beheld his wonterfull wiſedome, Solomons ſin. 
wealth, pzolperitie and glozp (wherein hee hath as by way of 1. 
ſymboleexpzeſſed the ſpirituall andheayenly vertues and glo⸗ 
ry ol Meſsiah) might not eſteeme oꝛ thinke of him moꝛe then 
it is conuenient. oꝛ ( indeed) they haue fo2 the moſt part taken 
him rather foꝛ God, then loꝛ man: and others haue taken him 
foz the pꝛomilld Meſsiah, and not foz the Figure of the ſame: 
wherein they began to derogate from che Loꝛde and his An · 
nopnted, by giuing of his gloꝛy to a moꝛtall man. And ſureiy 
foz this cauſe hath the Loꝛd often ſuffced the right woꝛthy vel- 
ſels of his grace to fall, and to be noted in the holy Scriptures 
with their imperfections and imfirmities , as were Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Lot, David, and ſuch like. Next, the king 
hath in this loꝛt fallen, that as in his wiſedome and dinine ver- 
tnes he did pꝛeligurate the boly Meſsiah: ſo by thoſe his lli- 
dings, andthe ſinnes ol his wiues, and ſtrange women impu⸗ 
ted alſo vnto him, (in that he both affected e maintained them, 5 
not withſtanding their blemiſhes in religion) hee might loꝛe 
ſhew the burthen of mans ſinnes, layd and imputed to the ho- 
ly one, on whoſe heele thereloꝛe the Serpent was to treade, in 
the regard whereof, hee ſhall bee both reputed and eſteemed 
vile and ol no reputatton among the childꝛen ol men, and ſhall 
be puniſhed foz their eee ag David bath en 
. ; „ 4 8 thereot: 
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thereof : Belives that, in this deciinationof the Kings honoz, 

is noted the renting and finall dilſipation of our Nation and 

gonernment in time to come. Thirdly: the Loꝛde God will, 

that this example of the Rings fall , ſhould bee a terrour and 

document to all others in poſteritie, how pꝛoſperous oz glo- 

rious ſoeuer they ſhall bee in this woꝛlde full of UManttie, 

that they beware how they pzeſumne on any oznament either 

of body oz minde, oz any thing elle ol this pꝛeſent life: and 

that they pꝛomiſe not to themſelues tbe aſſurance and continu- 

all vie of that which is but lent them, and not their owne to re⸗ 

taine oz diſpoſe : foꝛ it God hath ſuffered the king, who entoyed 

all theſe things at his full pleaſure, to fall , yea, and to wozke 

wickednes againſt his owne hono1, & fo2 theſe his ſinnes hath 

laden him with ameaſure ofhisindgements; why ſhould any 

other man aſſure himſelfe the continuall poſfeſſion of the like, 

which yet come karre behinde the King in all things? Laſtly, 

by this, the L 02d would ſchole and teach the king (as wiſe as 

he is) that hee pꝛeſume not to enter into indgement with him, 

which is moſt iuſt, and will not ac quite a ſinner in his ſinnes: 

noꝛ to iuſtiſie himſelfe be foʒe him, in whole ſight the verp An- 

gels be vncleane : noz that he might thinke himſelfe righteous 

in his owne power, befoze the thzone of that King, in whoſe 

pꝛeſence no fleſh liuing can be iuſtified ; but that rather (in the 

conſideration of his imperfections and the bitter ſenſe ofthe di· 

uine diſpleaſure) he ſhould acknowledge and confeſſe his infir- 

mities, and by a godlp repentance ſtriue to reſurge vnto that 

| from wyence he was fallen, as his father did. But here J call 

Why Solo- tominde, that Abiather obiected further againſt the king and 

mon vſed not his woꝛdes, namelp in this, that hee bad not of Late v ſed, wr 
— . Ln. remembred in his common tatke , the glorious Name Iehovah, 
—_— js his whereof he would conclude (as it appeareth)a note of pꝛopha · 
Booke of Ec- nitie in the Ring, as one that either ſhould denie oz fozget the 
cles? lining God, who ts to be remembꝛed x pzaiſedfoz eucr. Where- 
-  foze,leffanpaduantage might be either giuen oz taken, in pal- 
ſing ſuch a thing ouer in lence, which might ( indeed) argue a 
conſent to that which is obiected, pe ſhal vnderſtand that in any 

wile we map not gather of this omiſſion of that ſacred Name, - 

either a dentall, oꝛ a foʒgetſulnes of the Loꝛd God, by the king: 

| no 
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noz may wwe, thereby the ſaner, derogate authoꝛitie from him 
and his woꝛds, no moꝛe then wee map iuſtly condemne the 
poze ſinner and his pzayer , which in the conũderation of his 
obone vileneſſe, dareth not to lift vp his eyes to the heauens. 
Fo? as this Vame is wonderfull and moſt dꝛeadfull to the ſin- 
full: ſo, who knoweth not but that we eſteeme it /e fable, not 
to bee pzonounced oꝛ bſed, except in waightie matters, and in 
the caules of the higheſt impoꝛtance. But the omiſſion of this 
Name by the king, may be imputed partly to the great honoꝛ 
he peelded the ſame: partlp, to the ſingular humilitte of his con- 
trite ſpirit, who now deeplp weighing the heauy burthen of his 
ſinne, and all thoſe vanities wherein hee had beene long weart- 
ed, with the terroꝛ ofthe dinine iudgements, thꝛeatned on him 
and his poſteritie, by the Loꝛds Pꝛophet he thinketh himſelle 
moſt vnwoꝛthy to take in his mouth, oꝛ to vſe that dꝛeadfull 
name, being not foꝛgettull of that which he heard his Maiſter 

- Aſaph (after the Pꝛopheſie that David had giuen him) often 
times to ſing andſay, 
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But God umo the ſimer ſaid : And why, | pfal. 50.16, 
preſumeſt thou to preach mine holy hea5ts : 
and in thy month to take my Teſtament ? 


Foz the Kingis now ſofar humbled, that notwithffanding An argument 

his wiſedome, place, andglozy, he eſtemeth himſellfe of nore- of the kings | 

putation, and therein te vile not onely to name Ichovah: but repentance. | 

alſo to be as adeze-keeper within that holy houſe which him 

ſelle hath built and dedicated ( in the time ol grace) to that moſt 

gloꝛious Name. And this is ſo farre off from all iuſt ſuſpicion of 

pꝛophanitie, o2 loꝛgetfulneſſe, oꝛ dentall of God in the King, 

that the omiſſion ol this Name, doth rather mightily argue 

his laithfull feare andhumbled heart in true Repentance, and 

with the like ſpirite, in the remebꝛance ol his unnes com- 

mitted, and the puniſhments * thzeatned, and felt in 
3 pare, 


Exod.2 O. 


| King Solomon ; 

part, and in this regard hee alſo refuſedto be called zhe King of 
Ifrael (as before it hath beene ſayd), Would fo God, the like 
conſideration, dzead andreverence of this t holy Name, did 
in the ſame ſpirit, hold and poſleſſe the hearts ot all others, that 
not onely mean and pꝛiuate perſons, but alio pꝛinces and great 
per ſonages would rather either tremble with Da via, to heare 
thereof, oz feare with Solomon, to take the ſame raſhlp and 
commonly in their mouthes ! then ſhould not that comman- 
dement bee ſo pzefumptuouſly and daply bꝛoken: 2 hon ſoale 
not take the Name of Iehovah thy God in væine. either 
ſhould this vengeance bee ſo often iuſtly inflited: Iehovah 
will not holde him guiltleſſe that taketh his Name in vaine, There- 
foze hath the Bing wozthily omitted the common ve of this 


5 Name, in thole his wordes, and late wꝛitinge. Bowbeit, he 


Job, 27. 3. 


hath neuertheleſſe in all hu militie, reuerence, and granicte 
vſed, and pet doth dally vſe thoſe other Titles oꝛ Attributes ol 
God, whereby he is ſuldciently knowne in the Law, and in the 
P2ophtes , as namely „ is va Nonna that is, Cod, 
Creatour, King: Supreme or bigheſi, And hee thus reſolueth 
(with holy Lob, that now ſo long as his bꝛeath is in him, and 


the ſpiric of God in his noſtrels, his lips ſhall ſpeake no wic · 


kednes, and his tongue ſhall vtter no deceit, But (howloeuer 


it bee, that men haus their imperfections and flidings) as wee 


map not tie the authozitie of holy Scriptures, diuine Ser- 


- mons, and the truth of the Almightie to the credite oꝛ eſtima- 


The way to try 
all writings, 
words and 
works ot men, 


tion of any moꝛtall man:ſo neither ſhall thoſe 7: des and Ser- 
mous of our E 62de King Solomon, bee eſteemed onelp after 
the perſon, and authozitie of Solomon, though he to far excet- 
led all other men liuing in wiſedom, knowledge v many other 
right excellent and rare induments and vertues: but alſo ac- 
coꝛding to the conſent it hath with the pꝛopheticall and legall 
veritie and doctrine, indited by the finger ol Gods Spirit, by 
whoſe motion, Noah, Abraham, Iſaack, Iacob, Samuel, 
Moſes, David, and other holy men haue ſpoken. And it is 
moſt certaine (howſoener ſome would gather thereof, as Spi- 
ders which gather poiſon ol the ſweeteſt lowers, and as the 
pureſt ſtreames map bee polluted by the trampling of foule 
leete ; and the beſt Scriptures may beabuſed, as Satan — 

| elle 


his Solace. 132 


ſelfe and the deceiners of all times haue therein pꝛeſumed to 
credite and authoꝛize their owne) that pet theſe pꝛeſent words of Solomon 
King Solomon, as allo his Proverbs, Parables and divine words are ap- 
ſongs, the which he hath, in the fulineſſe ol the Spirite of wiſe- Prooued. col- 
dome, vttred, poken and modulated, are ſound beritie, good tele hals. 
Bcxipture, and woꝛds agreable to the woꝛds and wwꝛitings of — 2 ſer⸗ 
Moles, and the Propher:, in all things. Thereloꝛe let vs pꝛo⸗ vanes. 
ceed with diligent carefuinefle, to call to minde thoſe the kings 
wordes, which in this time, and vpon this occaſion, hes vſeth 
to vtter andſpeake befoze vs, with great grauitie; and fo col- 
lect them into a Book- (in the Name of God) not fo2getting 
to expꝛeſſe our gratefull minde towardes his Grace, in this 
our care to pꝛeſerue his W ordes, i tocommend them to the ho- 
ly Church, koꝛ the better inſtruction of the ſame, acknow · 
ledging and teſtifying withall, the diligence, wiſedome, godly 
deſire, and excellent ie of him, Who ſtudied to be yer more wiſe, 
and to teach the people knowtleage, that thereby abandoning the 
deceiuable vanities of this wicked world, they might with 
him walke the right and perfice way to wardes the beſt God 
and bigheſt lelicitie. Theſe woꝛds beeing ſaid, Zadok pavzed 
again: wherat the pꝛinces ( with one accoꝛd) expꝛeſſed by ſignes 
both their gratefull minde, and ready will fo peeld to the perfoz- 
mance of this dutie, knowing ſo well, not only that the reaſons 
alleaged were of ſufficient pꝛobabilitie t merited allowances; 
butalſa that thole the Kings Wordes were perfite 
veritie, p2ofifable fo; the Church in poſſe- 
ritie, and therefoze would that they 
ſhould bee committed to wꝛi⸗ 
ling and pꝛelerued ac- 
| coꝛdingly. 


T 4 Car. 


Abiather, 


The princes 
zadok 


The firſt ex · 
ceprion. 
Eecles, 1.2. 


King Solomon 


Car, XXXII. 


Zadok anſwereth to certaine Obiections and ex pouuaeth 
thoſe wordes Vanitie of Vanities, 


hen Abiather the Pzieſf, who had befoze 


— - 
== 


the kings wo2ds, that our labour therein 
= && maynot be in vaine, J belecch you, let vs 
2/7 further heare, what my Loꝛzde Zadok 
will anſwere to thoſe particular Exceptions, Which are taken 
and map be vꝛged hereafter foz ſome pꝛelumptton againſt the 
Kings Word. (eſpecially againſt this his oꝛdinary talke) to- 
wards the ratification of diners erronious opinions: that ſo, 
all things being made plaine by vs (by whom thoſe the Kings 
words malt be gathered;reco2ded j commended to the t hurch) 
there may hereafter no iuſt adnantages bee taken, noz any 
exceptions be admitted againſt any thing in the ſame: And we 
are well pleaſed (ſaid the Pꝛinces) if it ſhall pleaſe mp Lode 
Zadok to vouchſafe vs his learned iudgement x patience there- 
in. And J allo (ſaid Zadok) ſhailnot be vnwilling to anſwere 
Abiather in theſe things as the Lozd ſhail enable me, fo2 the 
better ſetting looꝛth of his gltozte, and the truth of the Kings 
wiſedome vttered in thoſe his wozds. What is the firſt £xcep- 
tion, tell me Abiather? The firſt Exceptwn,((aid*Abiather) 
is taken againſt thoſe woꝛds of the king, where hee ſaide, and 
pet daply ſaith, V anitie F vanities, and all is moſt plaine vanitie. 
There is not any of pou all, but haue heard him vtter theſe 
woꝛds, aſwell as my ſelfe⸗ wherein (howſoeuer the bing en · 
tendeth it) there be, which thinke that the king therein con 
demneth all the Creatures of Godin the woꝛlde, with all thoſe 
functions which, in the law of God, we are commanded to vſe 
and to exerciſe our ſelues in, to his high gloꝛie, the good of his 
Church, and the benelite ol the common-wealth.. And this — 
would - 


— 


his Solace, 133 
would pꝛoo ue by many Arguments, and in the ende ſo conclu- 
deth againe, Vanitie of vamties, Ye haue laid (quod zadok), Eccles. 12.2. 
but by your leaue Abiather, and by pour patente (my Loꝛdes The auſwere. 
all) Seeing it is pout good pleaſure J ſhall anſwere, J am the 

moꝛe willing (as J ſaid) and ready to ſpeake foꝛ my Lozd the 

Kings Wordes: It is true, that the King bath ſaide and davly 

ruminateth this pzopoſition, Vanitie of vanities , and all it but Vanitie of va- 
vanitie: as the groimd oꝛ concluſion of thoſe his Word:. But . 

doth that conclude a contempt of the Creatures, and of the ho- 

ly functions and gifts of God, which in their natures are god? 

Nothing leſſe. Noꝛ (indeed) hath the king ſpoken therem of 

thoſe Creatures, o2 of the true vſe of them in their kinde, noz 

of thoſe lawfull functlons either in the Church, oꝛ inthe Com- 

mon wealth: But the woꝛdes (hauing a large ſcope ) doe ne- 

nertheleſſe include in them a//rho/e things which are placed vnder v han 
the Sunne onely: that is to ſap, withm the kingdome of vamtie : 4 5 ng 
Mherein is found to reigne much malice and little wiſedome, 

wherin all things be vicious, all things beloathſome, al things 

are full of obſcuvitie and ſnares, wherein ſoules bee endange ; 

red, bodyes be afflicted; wherein all things be vanitie, and af- 

fliaton of the ſpirite: and within the which are not comp2e- 
hendedanyof thoſe woꝛkes oz wayes of God. And this the 

king hath ſometime noted bythe do 02 labour of man under dor G 
the Sun which wozd ( as pe well know) noteth rather the af- Po lebt of 
fliction of the minde, then a wozke of the body, oꝛ any other ane. 

labo2, But to make this pet moe plaine, let vs conſider firſt 

what the King meaneth by this word Vanitie, and then , what the 1 

things are, which he comprehendeth vnder the ſame, Foz why 2 

ſhen!d men contende about that, whereof they knoweneither 

the meaning, noꝛ the reaſon? There koꝛe pee ſhall vnderſtand, , 

that this wozde aun Dauitie, (Which the king victh ſingu- vn 

larly andabſoiu:elp ſignificth a very light thing, that which v-=:tie, 

ſoone vaniſheth awap as the ſmoke, oz asa bubble of the wa- 

ter, and as touching anyp2ofite ts woꝛth nothing. 7he vanitie plal 144 * 

of Adams /ornes, (as ſaide the Pſalmiſt) . Thus Adam and 
Hevah repoſing al! their hope ok the pꝛomiſed ſecte in Cain 

their firſt boꝛne, whom they called, -mas of the Lord, they 

thought of the next Sonne, but as ol a meere trille, oz franſt- 


tozie 


# 
* 
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King Solomon 
toꝛie thing in reſpect of bim, and therefoze they named him 
Habel, vanitie, But the King here ſpeaketh ol an exceeding 
great vanitie, the which to declare, hee duplicateth the wozde, 
and ſaith Vauitie of vanities : that is, beholde a notable and 
wonderfull great vanitie! | 

i  Hecondlp, hat things are comprehendeAd by him within this 
—— _ he ,<nitic, the next wozde plainely ſheweth vs: foz in wn Hac- 
Jech vader col: where it is to bee noted (J willſpeake it rather to teach 
vanitic. others, then any ol pou to whom the Phꝛaſes of our tongue 
are ſo wellknowne) that this woꝛd +, Col, put abſolutely 
without He, is a ſigne vniuerſall, whereby the totall ſumme 
of things is ſignified, and is ſo much to ſap, as Al, 02 A.- 
together: hut hauing He pꝛefixed, as Haccol, the ſame is 

* abzidged and reſtrained to ſome ſpeciall oz particular ſumme - 
of things: as not 4/generallyo2 vninerſally, but A that, 
that whole, that all, which is either ſpoken of vefoze,oz compꝛe 
hended within ſuch a pꝛedicament, place, o2 time. Neither 
map any man thinke, but that the particle in this place, is 
referred to ſome particular oꝛ ſpeciall ſumme of things, oz 
to ſome notable perſon: as when pointing to luch perſons, oz 
ſuch matters, wee vie to ſay: wn That ſingulen, or ſpeci- 
Il ſermo ciall Prophet. n21n That worde, oz that ſmguler ,\Q? notable 
That word, worde, 02 matter. So (aide the Gretkes 5 %. So, by 
this, wee map not ſap that the King hath included / thing. 
under va; but onely a particular ſumme of things. Se- 
ing therfoze, that all things are not dzawne vnder this vawsy, 

a but ſome things: we map conſider, firſt what the things are 
excluded rom Which are excluded, and ſtand without the compaſſe of this 44: 
vanine, aud t᷑ then, what thoſe things are, which are compꝛehended with- 
whatnot, In the ſame: both the which are to be gathered and vnderſtwd, 
25 by the d2ift and ſcope of the Kings owne wo2ds. Firſt, there 
2 the creatures foge it map be known, that all the Creatures of God are exclu⸗ 
zc excluded, ded, Which in regard aſwell of the Creatonr,becing the beſt 
good;as of the perfection of che things theſciues, being in their 
natures good, together with the conſeruation ol them by the 
diuine pꝛauidence, to and fo2 good vſes, map not be vaine. So 
the king many times teacheth the true vie of them, and willeth 
men neither to contemne, noꝛ to abuſe: but to embzace, 2 


Sen. 4. I. 2. 


5 
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and vſe them in the feare of God, Pelther are the Sab laucer : Subſtances 
of things concluded in this particle A the which notwithſtan· of thingy. 
ding the diuerũtie of accidents remaine the ſame, as the Koꝛde 
bath oꝛdained them from the beginning. Noꝛ may we bing | 
under (hits particle Al, the workes and warer of God, either ſpt- 3 Cods works 
rituall within vs, oz exfernall without vs, the which (as nas 
Moſes tellifieth) are perſite and good. Foz whatſoeuer God xccles. 3. 14 
doth (as the King himſelfe alſo conſidered) it continuelh foz 
euer, and nothing can be put vnto it, noꝛ taken from it. Noz 
doth this particle compꝛehend the Temple of Cod in Ieruſa- 4 Solomons 
lem, which the King bath built and dedicated actoꝛding to the. le. 
will, wiſedome, and purpoſe of God, to be a type and Fi⸗ 
gure of that Church, which the true Solomon, namely Meſ- 
11ah ſhall build and dedicate to the eternall God, although that 
when the thing figured is effected, the figure ceaſeth and va- 
niſheth. No2 is he Forde of God preached, no; the oaly 5 Gods word 
' workes and labogrs therein taught and commanded to bee 2 preached, and 


ſubiect fo this partilce :noz rhe ſeuerall function of the Mi- eee = 
niſters in the Church, oz ofthe Pagiſtrates in the Common- 6 The ſcuerall 
wealth, oz of huſvands, wines, maiſters, ſeruantes, parents, funQions 
cihldꝛẽ, xc. Neither map theſe things be eſteemed oꝛ caled vaine w hich are 
without the abuſe of the things, and an offence to the Crea⸗ lawful. 
foz, and inſtitutoꝛ ofthe ſame, who hath made them all per- 
ficeand good in their nature, to be vſed r enioyed with thank(- 
giuing, and pꝛaper in the feare of God. On the other ſide, theſe 
are the things which the king compꝛehendeth within this par- 
ticle Al, as namelp, The counſelt, the ſtudies, the ende vort, the T heſe things 
driftes, the devices, the purpoſes of man, àlſaping to effect and Haine. 
bung topaſſe all things, by, and after his owne wit, wiſedom, 
and by his owne polw?r, policies, engines, and abilitie, with- „oer and Au- 
out the word and counſaile of Gods Spirit. Alſo all :2oſe works dies. 
and buildings which the King hathwrought & made for the luſt of 2 
bis eyes the luſt of his fleſh,and for the pride of life, as thoſe vGhich Idle workes 
hee builded koz the abhomination of his ſtrange Women, and buildings, 
with all his labours , expences and delights , in and about 
the ſame. Alſo man himſelfe (as nowe vnder tranſgreſſicn 3 
a ſtranger from the K oꝛde) haulng vaine thoughtes, vaine Man himſclfe 
wozdes , vaine deedes, as of whom laid the Aings father: une. 
| Man 


King Solomon 
Alan is altogether vanitie, yea, and bghter then vanitie it ſelfe) 
- is ſurelpy herein compzehended, Finally, the King here no- 
ws yy . teth all thoſe dewi/es, counſels, fudies, workes, matters and 
wa aer 3 chech hingt, the which are deſcried & found to be within Vanities king 
in this Booke, dome, and particularly noted in his (, atalegue thereof, to the 
which this particle Col, ſo abzidged and reſtrained by Ze, 
hatch a ſpectall relation. And ſurelp, chis is a mayne and 
. mightie ſtroke againſt the pꝛudence and vertues of the na- 
turall man: to abate his pꝛide, to humble him, to teach 
him to admitte cozrection, to hearken to good counſalle, 
to meditate of his owne condition, to diſtruſt his owne 
wayes, to vle the Creatures, and not to abuſe them, to 
turne himſelfefrom thoſe things of vanities kingdome, which 
are franſitozie and vaine , and to affect and follow after the 
things ſpirifuall and heauenly, which are permanent foz 
euer, and of che greateſt pzice to all effects and purpoſes, 
Then replyed Abiather, and ſapde vnto Zadok, In that 
pe haue denyed the conſequence (molt reuerend Father) pee, 
haue right well ſatiſſied vs; neither (indeede) perceine 3 
how of the Kings Mondes (as pee haue expounded them) 
wee may conclude the contempt of the Creatures 
of God: o2 the condemnation of thoſe ozdf- 
narie functions in the Church and 
Common - wealtb 


Car, 
? 


2 55 5 * 5 5 oth 
. 


his Solace: 


Car. XXXIII. 


The works and labours of men , which Solomon conaem- 
netb in his Eceleſiaſtes. 


A 72 Fter this, Abiather pꝛocekding in his 
if . . reply,ſaid againe. By thoſe pour an- 
C lwers (molt reuerende father) wherin 
be haue ſo well expounded and erplay- 
I'7 = \) ncdthe Kings woꝛdes, we may know 
7 2 CS 4 ce 2 of god taterp2e- 
== tations, without the which, the (gno- 
rant and common people (beeing not prin oo 
ſo wel learned in thoſe ſentences and phꝛaſes of holy ſcriptures) ſinons of the 
map tw ſone (as blindfolded perſons) fall info the pit ot erroꝛs ſcriptures, 
and pꝛeuarication. They therfoze whichendenoz to with-dzaw 
oz hold backe this god helpe from the holy Church, do what in 
the lyeth to hinder the people of the true vnder ſtãding ol Gods 
will, of walking in that light of righteouſnes,and conſequent- 
ly from the happy appꝛehenũon of the cruefel:citte,by Faith in mo] 
the holy Meſſiah. But it may pleaſe you to heare me further * _ 
4 haue heardthe K. to vtter anotherſentence,wherof(af b firſt mold 4.07490 
ſhew) appeareth to ſpꝛing a very dangerous dodrine, and ſuch men from 
(inderde) as might eaſily diſcourage all men that ſhall it heare "cir law full 
ſrem thoſe laudable labours, and trauailes which are to them +" 
eniopned in this wozld, commanded the in the law ol God, and Eo 20 
haue the pꝛomiſes ol bleſſing ⁊ pꝛoſperity in this life. Fo2 the N. Deut. 28. 
ſpeaking of vanitie, expoſtulated and ſaid by ano by, (as J well 
remember his woꝛds) hat els hath a man of all his labors vher- Eccles. i. 3. 
in he laboureth vnder the Sun? as who ſhould ſap:a man getteth 
nothing by all his laboꝛs in this woꝛld: and if it be ſo:to what 
end thẽ ſhould he labo2 ſweaf,s wozke? nay rather let him kold 
together his hands with the fle, eff&eming one moꝛſell with 
quietnes, better then both the hands fall with laboꝛ x veration 
of the ſpirit: let him be idle, and take his eale, e not ſtriue to get 
bis liuing in the ſweat of his face and toyle ol body and minde, 
n92 to doe his neceſſarie woꝛkes in thoſe fixe dayes, wherein 
the Loꝛde hath commanded him to labour in his 9 
0 
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The neceſſitie 


Wor 


AZ .zadoksarlwer, To this zadok anſwering, ſaid: As pee commend (as Well 
3 wozthp) good Interpꝛetations: ſo neither would pee diſlike 
this ſentence of the King, if ye either vnderſtood it aright, oz 

at the leaſt, noted well what J had laid befoze touching thoſe 

Tube works of things, which the king would compꝛehend within Vanmie, 
a mans vocatiõ þ;yo dome, It is not his meaning(by that his expoſtulation) to 
1 eee, 8 condemne the lawlull wozkes ol any mans vocation in this 
Aenne dec. fe, which are to him either enioyned oz commended with a 
pꝛomiſe ofbleſſing : oz to diſcourage any perſon from his ſtu- 

die and labours in the ſame, J needenot to tell you againe, 

that as the king is moſt wiſe: ſo he beſt knoweth what a man 

is, what hee is to ſuſteine in his life , and wherein hee may 

finde peace and reſt foz his ſoule : and that after his wiſedome 

and experience, he knoweth well, what the Lawe, what the 

Pꝛophets, what the Pſalmes , and wiſe men befoze him, 

haue therein both taught and commanded : neither hath hee 

euer giuen that ſemblance, oz ſhewe of pꝛophanitie oz impie- 

tie, to oppoſe himſelfe in his Doctrine and woꝛdes againſt 

thoſe holy D2acles fo receiued, and well appꝛoued of the chiefe 

Eccles 12.11. Maiſters of the Aﬀemblyes, But in this, the King ſpeaketh 
Eccles. i. g. and not of thoſe laudable wozkes and actions of a man: noꝛ of 
141. all kindes ol labours and woꝛkes vnto him eniopned and inci- 

OM dent, the which { truely) J haue heard him many times to 
commend: yea, and to pꝛaiſe them which are diligent in doing 

and effecting them well : Againe, J haue heard him vehe- 

mently to repꝛooue ſuch perſons, as giue ouer themſelnes to 

What things idleneſſe in the neglect of the wozks of their lawlull vocations. 

are condem Mut the K. (in this place) pointeth at the vaine and miſerable 
* ſtudies counſaples, deuiſes a endeuoꝛs oł man after the which, 

in concluſſon, enſueth the pꝛactize of that which hee neither 

can, noꝛ map la wlully compaſſe and perfoꝛme. And this is 

made plaine by the due conſideration of the Kings woꝛdes ol 

the lame erpoſtulation: in the which wee conſider this, that 

Nota the Bing ſpeaking of mans labours, taketh not any of 
Exod · 20 · 9 · thoſethzee wozdes vſed by the Lo2de, in the Law, where hee 

Mi ſaith : odd 2 mw 123" Thon ſhalt labour: and  thog 

Id ſhalt doe allthy worke. The firſt wozde m ſignilieth, any 
SAGE kinde of ſernice, 02 ſexuile labours, ſuch as are not to be done 

| | | on 


on the S abboth d Feltinall dayes: but on other dayes they are 
to bee done without deniall, by this warrant: Sixe dayes Terit. 23. 
thou ſhalt labour: But that kinde of labour the king meaneth ; 
not, in thoſe his wozdes: hat getteth a man elt of all hi labouri. W 
The ſecond wo2de of the Lawe, is w which ſigniſteth to 1 
doe oꝛ to make anp thing, and herence is that woꝛde weed 
a deede, oꝛ worke done 02 wzought : oz the effecting of any 
thing by any action oꝛ wozke, This woꝛde hath that place of 
Job, whereas it is ſaid to God concerning him: Thon haſ# lob. 1. ro. 
bleſſed the worke or labour of his hands: g ſo ſaid Iethro to Mo- Exod. 18. 20. 
ſes, Shew them the way wherein they muſt walbe, and the worke - | 
or labour that they muſt doe, But the King bath not vled this 
wozꝛd ol the Law in his ſentence, The third wozd is woa 
which noteth euerp thing, which ſerueth to the vſe and mini 
ſterie ol maͤn, whether Artes, oz Wozkes, 02 Flockes, oz 
whatſoener elſe which are gotten and obtained by the labour 
and induſtry of man. This Labour, is a wotke neteſſarie Lerit. 23.2. 
to mans life, and is not forbidden to bee done, but on the S- 244.76. 
both- dayes, nd holy convocations: elſe they are both lawfull 
and commendable : foz in ſire dapes (ſaith the Lozde) thou 
thalt doe all thy wozke, which is neceſſarte fo bee done. Net- 
ther hath the King that woꝛde 5%» which ſignifieth that 5) Cel, 
wozke, which is done with an earneſt affection and deſire to 
be effected, and is both lawfull and laudable in them that ſtu· 
die and endeuour to doe, and perfoꝛme the wozke of the Loꝛde 
with diligence. This truely obſerued the kings father, in the 
Lozdehimielfe, to whom he thus ſang. 


Our eares haue heardour Fathers tell, plale4g-1 
and re ve renily record: 

7 he wonderous workes i hat thou haſt done, 
in elder times (O Lorde). 


But the woꝛde which the Ring here vſeth and applyeth 
to this his purpoſe is (as pee know) 5» which ſignifieth +=; 
a labour with wearine(ſe, andnot with pleaſure oꝛ delight. (as 
arethoſe other labours, wherein a man expecteth the ende of | 


bis wozkes with ſaciette.) Fozit hath tedioulnelle andnore- 
| leuation, 


* 
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le vation, it hach ſozrowfull deſpare, and no hope of comfozt.in 

reſpect either ol the heꝛrible loathſomnes, oꝛ of the vnhappp 

enent thereof: lo; it is wonderfull tedious, and yet in the ende 

cffecteth nothing to content o2 pleaſe the minde. This is that 
Tob,z-10 wozke whereof ſpake Iob,ſaping, He hid not ſorrow from mine 

ces: and the ſame which the Kings father hath concerning 

that vngodly ſinner,finging thus. | 


Behold, be laboursinthe throwes of miſchiefes: -- 
He hath conceived ſorrow, and brought forth impieties. 


| But this is ust that o2 ſuch a kinde of labour as Adam 
* had in Paradixe: o2 that which men ſhould haue labouredin it 
that Adam had not kallen from that his bleſſed eſtate: but ra- 

| ther that, which all men are conſtrained fo feele as an effect 
Theft of af Adams fall; bauing anaffinitie with thoſe 2. wozds which 
ahn ae (bepondallother) expꝛeſle and ſet fo2th the vanitieof man: the 
n firſt whereof is wo which hath the lame letters, but being in. 

| verted oꝛ other wile placed, it varieth onely the manner ofſig- 
nificacton, and is interpꝛeted (as ye know) tranſgreſſion, pꝛe- 
uarication, a voluntary tranſcenſion againſt the conſcience: a 

contempt. contumacie o2 raſhnes: and namely, the treſpaſe 

gl a ſubiect againſt his Pzince, of a wife againſt her huſband, 

ofa ſeruant againſt his maiſter, of a ſonne againſt his father, 
actoꝛding as we lindit in Levit. 5. 17. aud in Iob. 21. 3 4. and 

ſome other places of the holy Scriptares, The other woꝛde 

which is ſo neere allyed fo this in ſignification, is ps Aven, 

that euill concupiſcence of our firff parents, by the which they 

(hauing liſtened to the Serpent) tranſgreſſed the commande 

ment of God. This is that, whereof the ſame lob ſpake : 7: 

nor deftruction (ſaid he) vnto the wicked and ſome range thing to 

the workers of concupi{cencezagainlt the ſame ſang the Plalmiſt. 


Plal.119 .i33, Direct aright my ſteps,to walke within thy way: 
Then ſball not vile Concupiſcence within me bears the ſmay. 


h 8 a 
And this woꝛd, is oftentimes appiped fo Jdolatrie, as $a- 
35am, 15-27- muel ſapdeto Saul, whorebelledagainf} the Lozde: Rebel- 
. lion 
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bonts as the fame of witchcraft, and concupiſcence and Idalatr yr 
breakes out. By this then it appeateth, that the king meaneth 
chiefip this kinde ol affliction of man. and that whereor himelle 
was wearp as hee faide [am weary of my labours, 
 Nexf, heecalleth thoſe labours, his labour wherein hee 
confirmeth that which was ſaide befo2e touching theabzidging +2 | 
of Col. Fo2 in this hee ſpeaketh onelp of ant /aboars, and nlp 
hee calleth tbemſo, lo: thzee cauſes : firit becauſe thep bee oc- r- 
talioned thꝛough mans owne malice and concypilcence . Sc- x 
tondly, fo2 that they bee impoſed on himfo2 a iuſt puniſhment , 
ef his rebellion and ſinne in this life, Thirdly, becauſe they; 
bee the ſame, wherein a man is moſt exerciſed and buſied in 
this woꝛlde. And by this difference hee excludeth from this 
vanitp all the wozkes of Bod, and all thoſe labours which are 
wꝛought up man accoding to the will and woꝛde of God. Foz 
as a man is cõtrary to God in his nature:ſo is he allo contrary Deut. 32. 
to him in all his wozks,labours, thoughts, waies and deuiles. 
Thirdlp, the Bing hath ſhewedthe place of theſe A aurt, which 
is (as pe heard him to ſap) vnderneath the Sunne: that is, with⸗ 
in the limites of Manities kingdome: among wozldly men, The place of 
which in the wozld are ol a le od mind, and without God, Foz mans labore. 
the things that are wꝛought in mans heart and viſpoſed by the 
dinine ſpirit: are not called either the wozks of man, oz the la 
bours of man vnder the Sunne: but they be called pꝛoperly( as 
they be indeed) the Wozkes of God deuiſed, decreede and 
wꝛought in heauen, by him that ſpake the wozde, and all 
thmges were done, To bee bziefe, the King hath here 
bzought in two generallargumentes to pꝛoue his loꝛmer gene-, Arguments 
rall pzopoſition!vanitye vanities): the firſt whereofts taken aint mans 
from the condition of man in this lile, in the which, howſorner vanitic. 
hee ſearch hee findeth nought els of bimſelfe but labour 
and tople. The ſecond argument is taken from the effects 
and lruites of his labours, wherein when hee hath vered him 
ſelfe , bee findeth no contentation, no ſacietie, and ſo no felicity: 
but altogether v anitie and veration of the ſpirite. And that the 
king might moze kully erpꝛeſſe the greatneſle of this Vanitye 
andconfirme with the moze emphaſis that which he had ſaide 
he expoſtulateth with this n "W els hath my 
ji (i 
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In which manner of ſpeach, there is a greaterfo2ce, then ifhe - 
had ſald, e ian gaineth nought els. Aoꝛ this ts ſo vehement an 
affirmation of the thing pꝛopolcd, as if it coulde not bee 
denied: and is ſo much toſay; as, yee cannot in any wiſe dente, 
that aman getteth nothing but vanitte , of all thoſe labours 
wherein he afflicteth himſelfe vnder e denne. 


Car. XXXIIII. 


Zadok auſwereth to ſome other obiections and ſpeaketh 1. 
of the generations and Elements. 


— pen ſpake the Painces, and ſaid vnto Za. 
do: pee haue right well explaned the 
SN Kings wo2ds : and wee verily beleeue, 
The princes 88 that bis meaning is, as pe haue ſapd ther⸗ 
jen lein. either think we ß he hath oz doth c6- 
ad. dene all the wozks of God, which are 
— done either by himſelfe, oz by man, alter 

his commandements: but only all thoſe 

labouts, whereofhimlelfe is now ſozteandaſhamed, namely, 

ſuch as hee hath done and w2ought vnder the Sunne, as a car 

nall oꝛ naturall man without the wiſedome of Gods ſpirite, oz 

the warrant ol his Law. Therefoꝛe, wee may not either re⸗ 

fect oꝛ diſlike the Kings woꝛds in this parte. But hath Abi- 

ather the Prieſt any thing els to obtec againſt the Rings do- 

Another ob: itrine and wo2ts? pea, that J haue(anſwered Abiather) faz J 
ietion ca. t. haue heard the king to ſpeake of the Generations, às if he com- 
pebended all generations within the ſame pꝛedicament, as 

vaine : and thus hee ſaide: One Generation paſſeth away, 

another commeth: the Earth ſtandeth for euer. Pea bee 

combineth with them the foure pꝛincipall Elementes, asthe 

Dunne which riſeth and kalleth: the winde which bloweth 

z2dok auſwe· Alld compaſſeth the earth: the waters riuers which come and 
reth to the ob · go from andto the ſea: and the Carth which remaineth euer the 
iection andex ſame . Indeed ( aide zadok) the Ring here ſpeaketh of the 


8 Creatures and things themſelues: howbett, although they — 
made 


* 
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made ſubiect to mans vanitie, in that they mult ſand foz the 

vie of ſinfall men, accoꝛding to the will of him that bath 

ſo ſubdued them vader hope, and expe tation of a deliuerp from 

this intollerable thzaldom, which wilbe in the end ofthis woꝛld 

pet are they not in themſelues vaine, but good and pꝛofitable, 

both to the gloꝛp of God, and to the benefit olf men: Neither 

hath the King ment to place them in his catalogue of vanities. 

But fromthe conſideration of them, beeing compared with the 

labours and affaires of men vnder the Sunne, betaketh Argu⸗ 

ments to pꝛoue the vanuy, not of the things, but ol ſinſullman 

who is ſo inconſtant and variable from his dutie, and conſe⸗ 

quetly vnhappy. But ik it pleaſe pouomꝝ l. foꝛ the better ſatiC 

fying not only of Abiather, but ofal them that ſhal hence ga- 

ther a conceit ofthe vanitie of theſe generations and elementes, A 

will (by the diuine grace) ſpeake firſt oftheſe generations, and 

what the Kings purpoſe ts therein, and afterwardes of thoſe 

elements ; * The wozd Dor fignifieth (as pe know)the !7......;... 
conſtituted and oꝛdinary o2der and courſe either of times, oz of 3 it ſignifi- 
perſons, oꝛ ol actions, oꝛthings. A certaine ſucceſſion oz renolu» ech. 

tion: an oꝛder of degrees of the natural pꝛopagatið ofthings, as EE 
one thing is engendꝛed o2riſeth vp of another thing. An age, a  8cncration 
generatis.the which as a ſphere o2 globe hath his reuolutions, 2 2250: the 
conrſes,ſt&des andturnes. Sometimes this wozdis let and „orlde. 
vſedfoz one ofthe ages of che word, which wee haue reckoned as 

from Adamto Noah, from Noah fo Abraham: from Abra⸗ 

ham to Moſes: from Moſes to David the king xc. 

Somtimes an age is reſlrained to the time of an hundꝛed _. 11 
peares,as where the Loꝛd ſafd to Abraham: Thyſe ede ſhalbe an : je. 
aſtranger ma land which is not their: foure hundred jeeres. And gen. 15.13 16. 
afterward he expoundeth it, ſaping : In the fourth age they ſpall 
come hither againe: the which fell out about the time p the Lord 
delivered our fathers from thethzaldome of Egyyt by the hand 
of Moſes. * Somtimes it is taken foz the time that a man li- Te time of 
veth in this woꝛld: whoſe life is called an age 02 a generation: man age in 
and ſo haue our fathers vnderſfode it. But it is certaine that chis worlde. 
the King in this his manner of ſpeaking, vnderſtandeth not on⸗ 
lythe time and age ol a mans lile, oꝛ of yeeres: but the very a- 
ges ol the wozld, with the oꝛdinary and common lucceſſion an 

U 2 generation 


Gen. 8. 22. 
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generation ol the perſons and thinges in the ſame, Mherein it 
is euldent, how one thing is coꝛrupted and another thing is en 
gendꝛed: how one man dyeth, and another is bozne: bow one 
thing paſſeth and another lollo weth. And this courſe is ſo eſfa- 
bliſhed in the wozld as it cannot be altered, like that, wherol the 
L oꝛde ſaide to Noah, pet /all not ſowing time and harveſi, colde 


The condition and heate, ſemmer and winter, da 7 and night ceaſe all the daies of the 


of worldly 
phings, 


earth. By this, wee map l and conlider the courſe of this 
woꝛlde, the ſhoꝛtnes ol à mans life, and the alter ation and ſucceſs 
ſion of things in the ſame. A man map not expect to line here 
fill, noz thinke to haue the face of thinges al wapes alike: foz' 
a man is no ſooner bozne and taketh the place of him that went 
beloze him, but by and by he poſteth hence againe, ko giue place 
to another. This woꝛlo is but his place of peregrination and 
tranaile, wherein his voyage ended, hee muſt yeeldfo him that 


tommeth after him. Thereloꝛe let vs not builde high houſes 


as to dwellin them foz euer, noꝛ lay vp treaſures in this life, 


from the which we hall ſoone bee ſhaken: but rather let vs 
play our parts well while wee ſtand on the ſtage of our time in 
the feare and ſeruice ol God, therein to pꝛepare eur ſelues foz 
the time we muſt departhence,andfoz the life to come, and then 
pielding ont felues vp vnto the Loꝛde, wee map willinglpre⸗ 
ſigne ouer our places vnto them that ſhal ſucceede and come al⸗ 


ter vs accoꝛding to the will and purpole of God. L oe this is 


the lot ol this lile wherein one generation paſſcth and another 


va Commeth. And this cannot but condemn mans inconſtan- 


Mans incon- 
Kancie, 


The continu « 
ance of mans 
vanitie. 


tie and vanity, which contrarie to the due courſe of the Crea- 
tures and the conſtant ſucceiſion of the ages, times and perſons 
of the wozide bꝛeaketh oꝛder and is wearied in manp intricate 
and wicked imaginations, counſels, deviſes and actions, as 
therein ſtriuing with him that is mightier, and ſeeking to 
withſfand the will, power and pꝛouidence ol the moſt high. 
Powbeit, in this, inan accozveth to the courſe and ſuceſſi- 
on of thoſe determinat ages: that as man (fince his fall 
thzough our firſt Parentes) is ſinſull and vaine : lo is he 
ſinfull and vaine as pet, and ſo hee will bee vnto the ende: 
fo2 as Adam begate Seth in his owne likeneſſe: So one 
ſinlull and vaine man begetteth another in his likeneſſe, 

a one. 
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one vayne deulle bzingeth foozth another, one vaine act 
on ansther , one vavne thing another , in and 
chitdzen of men - that, locke as were the Fathers p:ece-' 
ding, the like are the childzen ſucceeding, in whome the 
Pꝛouerbe hits true: That Nature , though ſpee bee ſup- 
preſt, doth riſe againe: which is a continuall argument 
not of mans conſtancy and perſenerance in vertues (as 
the creatures which retaine their kinde) but of his a- 
poſtaſye, and wicked pertinacy in vices , as degenera- 
ting from kinde , and continuing a monſter without cure 
o2 recouerie, as long as hee liueth. Loe, pee haue ſeene 
both what is ment by theſe Dorim oz generations and 
alſo what is the Ringes purpoſe therein. 

The like may not vnaptly bee ſaide and gathered The courſe 
of thoſe other lower thinges following , which it pleaſed & order ofthc 
Abiather fo call the fower principall Elementes: as name- 4.Elementes, 
lp the Earth, the Sume, the Minde, and the Water , Foz 
as it was the Nature of the ages and generations to come 
and go, and fo ſucceede one another in their due courſes 
and turnes, as ſo by the Lozde appointed not to bee alte- The Earth, 
red: ſo is it the Nature of thoſe Elementes: Fo? firſt 
the Earth, although it hath the circumference of all the 
other Elementes in their turnes rounde about it, and 
thereof is called w Eretz of the wozd Rotz (which 
ſignifieth to runne oꝛ to haue recourſe vnto anything, and 
impozteth inclination , pzomptneNe, o2 pꝛoaneſſe) pet it 
ſtandeth, abideth, and remaineth the ſame, and in the 
ſame eſtate wherein , and fo the vies wherevnto it was 
oꝛdained and appointed from the beginning. Acco2ding to 
that teſtimony of the [weete Þſalmiſf , 7h Lorde, hafte 
laid the foundation of the Earth and it abideth. This is the low- Plal, 119.90. 
eſt of all the fower Elementes, to the which all ponderous 
thinges fall and encline, as to their certaine centre , This 
is the Mother of all earthly creatures, the receptacle of 
all inferioz bodies, the Sepulchze of all co2rupfions, the 
graue of all deade carkaſſes ,-and the Element which is 
mightily oppꝛeſſed: howbeit ſhee ſulketneth it, ſhee endureth it 
and ſtandeth in her place vnmoueable, becauſe the Lozd — 
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hath ſo appointed it, and therein ſhe ſerued the Lo2de, and is 
pꝛolitable to men, *The other thꝛee Elements alſo, haue their 
due courſes and vſes wherein they abide and ſerue God, ac- 
cCoꝛding to that teſtimonie of the ſame Plalmiſt. 7hey ave con 
tinue to this day by thy divine decree, (Jn that eſtate wherin they 
were created), The Sunne ariſeth, and knoweth his going 
downe : The Minde blolveth, bzeatheth, and knoweth her 


Ae circuites and turnes: The Sea ebbeth and floweth in her 
. 
The sunne. 


pſab 147. | 
The creatures maker, Beſides this who ſeeth not, how ercellently this de- 


— paignteth and ſetteth fooꝛth mans moztalitie and vanitie? foz 
gancie howſoenerone age palleth, and another commeth yet bath 
the one and the other come to the Earth, and there it abideth: 
and howſoeuer a man hath beene gloztous in his dapes, in 

concluſion he returneth thither from whence hee came accoz- 

ding to that decree : 7 hon art taken from the earth, and to the 

' | earth thou (balt returne. Foz this is the ende of his courſe, 

_ * wherein hee is compared not onely to the Flower of the field- 
eee (as Iob ſapd) that commeth vp from the ground, and after a 
Sen. 3. little time wichereth, and lalleth into the ground againe : but 
alſo tothe Milſtone, which hauing runne about all the day with 

great wearineſſe and heate, reſfeth at night there where her 
began in the mozning , without pꝛolite oꝛ top of his labours. 

Behold therefoze the great vanitie of the men of this life! By 

this time {J hope) pe well vnderſtand thoſe the Kings Wor des. 

Foz ſurelp, he condemneth not the Treatures tn their kinde: 

but by the due conſideration of the ſame, with their right vles, 
as in an excellent compariſon, he depaignteth and ſetteth foꝛth 

tbe inconſtancie, the milerie ⁊ the vanitie of man in this wozld, 

wherein (as the Kings father hath ſaid) he walketh in a vaine 
— 2 lyer, and lighter then vanitie it ſelle, vnder the 

unne. | 
Wee vnderſtand. well your wozdes (laid the Pzinces) and 
| wi 


oy 


wich that all the Kings people, yea , and all others, aſwell 
they that come after vs, as they which nowe line and ſhall 
heare the ſame, might ſo conceiue and conſider thereof, Sure- 
ly, this interp:etation ſhall be both p2ofitable and neceſſarie foz 
the childzen of the holy Congregation : fo2 thereof they ſhall 
take wholeſome inſtruction, and no meane comfozt of ſpirit, in 
the true vſe of the Creatures. And nowe (Abiather) we 
p2ap you, if ye haue heard any thing elſe obicted againſt the 
kings Moꝛds, that ye bꝛing if fozth,foz we knownot when we 
ſhall linde the like oppoztunite to haue the ſame anſwered, 
Wee are ouer bold with por; and very troubleſome to this 
molt renerend Father. But his fozmer affabilitie and willing 
neſſe hath giuen vs the moze boldneſſe, to requeſt his reuerence 
in this behalfe. At this wozd, (aide Zadok; (My Lo2des) in- 
died, as pe lay, Jam molt willing to ſpeake in thoſe necefſa- 
rie points, ſofarre faozth, as J map bzing light to things ob- 
cure, withſfand erronious interpꝛetations, abandon euill con- 
ffructions, and ſatiſfie pour godly deſires : fo2 as it belongeth- 
to mp dutie ſo to doe: ſo my mine heartie deſire is to execute 
and perfozme it with all diligence , foz the gloꝛie of 
GOD, the defence of the trueth, the 
comloꝛt of my Soueraigne, and 
the benelite of the | 
Saints. 


Ve Can. 


Obiection. 


Anſwere, 


Eccli. 1.8 9 


King Solomon 


Car, XXXV. 


Zadok anſwereth to ſome other obiections and reaſoneth of 
the knowledge of things naturall and of mans inſacieij. 


WV ZxXEp Biather, beeingnothing ſcrupulous in 
d 4 the repoꝛt of that he had heard obfeced 

O againſt the ming and bis woꝛdes, and 
the bolder becauſe hee was willed with 
Fa \) out feare to bzing koozth beloꝛe their 
CR moft honourable pzefence,whatſoencr 

bee had, oꝛ coulde oppoſe in the behalfe 


7 
Lal. 


ok the Kinges enemies, 02 of anp o- 


thers which were oꝛ might bee ſuſpenſiue okeither th one, oz 


th other: hee ſpake againe: It is further obiected againſt the 
King ( quodhee) that hee hath diſccuraged all meu fromthe in- 
veſtigating and ſear ching out of the true nature of thinges, and 
ſo from that knoboledge and ſtudy which is not onelp pleaſant, 
but alſo pꝛofitable and neceſſary fo2 all men that line in this 


woꝛlde: and the ſame. wherein the King himſelfe hath much 


delighted and ſo karre excelled, that hee coulde not onely ſpeak 
ol the natures ol the Celeſtiall motions, and ol the Trees, 
the hearbes, the beaſtes, the birdes, the wozmes, the fiſhes, 
the earth, the water, the fire, the alre, ol the man, and of the 
woman, and ok all the creatures: but alſo knewe the right 
vles and end of them in their ſealons and kindes. To this an- 
ſwered Zadok, that they in this, did much miſtake the King 
and miſconſtre his wozdes. Indeede ( ſaid hee) hee ſaith thus 
Al thinges are laborious, A man is not able in word to expreſſe 
them. - And this is the other member of that his generall com 
pariſon, wherein hee pzocceded to pꝛoue his fozmer pꝛopoſition 
excluding from mans habilltie, and the humaine affaires, both 
the pecfection e nd the lelicitie of man. She Kings own woꝛds 

| are 


_ 


— Lea 
his Solace, 1 4¹ 

ars =n211%2 And the woꝛd Debarim (as ye know) dołh not ay 

ſigniſte ſimply voices, oꝛ woꝛdes (as men foz the molt parte ,, * 
vnderſtand it) but alſo whole ſentences, o2 the declarations of Debarim 
matters: yea, the matters, oz things, oꝛ canſes with al the cir- 
tumſtances thereof. And here the woꝛde map bee applied ei · 
ther to the perſon befoze ſpoken of, which is man: oꝛ to the de- 
viſes, ſtudies, endenozs, t woꝛks of men : oz to the matters and 
cauſes now in queſtion and lateiy ſpoken of. Foz all theſe 
thinges ate indeede S laborious, hard, irkeſome and full of 
trouble. It is no meane labour to ſearch, finde out, and ex- | 
pꝛeſſe the vanityofman, oꝛ the caules ofthe commoneuents. 2 
Moꝛeouer to teach that not onely anie perſon of the common = am f - 
ſloꝛte, but alſo that the beſt among men commeth farre be- called otthe 
hinde in this pointe, he ſaith not chat So ws the naturall — 5 
man: oz the moztall man is not able to doe it: but chat man, ſo caledof 
W is not able to perfozme this wszke. Which woꝛde being his miſery and 
taken in bis pꝛoper lignification, noteth not euerp vulgar per- M oltelity. 
fon, but ſome ſingular and right excellent man, compꝛehen -n Clin. 
ding his perfect age, autho2ify, dignitie, gloꝛp, excellencp, gularc honor 
eſtimation, with all the noble faculties of mans witte, and & eſtimation, 
the dignity of his nature. And this woꝛde is made (as pee OT 2 
knowe ) of exiſfence,foztitude,efficacie, andbeeing. Bere-perſcction. 

of ſpeaketh the Ring, and his meaning is no thing leſſe then fo Gen. 2. 
condemne this excellent knowledge of the natures of thinges The neceſſuy 

oꝛ to diſwade men from it, how painckull ſoeuer it bee: fo2 hee - ee 
knoweth that wholsener ſhall take this knowledge away ö f r 
either the legalloꝛ pꝛophotticallæ diuine doctrine and pꝛeteptes 

ſhall dep2ine the ſame ofa great light, fo2 by certainſimilitudes 

taken from yp natures of thoſe things, are many high + pꝛoloũd 

matters taught ⁊ perſwaded therein. This knowledge had A- Gen. 2.19. 
dam, t therfoꝛe could name the creatures accoꝛding to their na 

tures:the ſame had Enoch, Noah, Abrahi, Moſes, Samuel, 

lob, David, t dur L. K. Solomon as it appeareth in their ſe- 

ueral hiſtozies, ⁊ it apperfaineth to the reaſon ⁊ wiſdom ol man 

to ſearch t find the out. Therfoze(as 3 ſald this ſciẽte is not by 

the R. condemned as vain, noꝛ doth he diſſwade men lromit, but 

onely hee condemneth mans great ignoꝛance, idleneſſe, im⸗ 

perfections, and the abuſe of this neceſſarpe ſtudie. Pee f 

haue ſatde (quod Abiather) and J reverently admifte, Abinber, 


lepayim 
Laborious 


King Solomon 


i  Abiather. ' andeſteme of your wo2des. Pee ſhall heare another obiecti· 


on, to the which, it map pleaſe you toanſwere. F92 there 
ber many things conceued and thwarted : and what ſhall it a- 
vaile the Phiſician to heale ten maladies of his Patient, if pet 


' Fnother ob- ſome one 02 moꝛe remaine vncured, whereof hee dyeth: h 


iection. King is ſaid to bind all men vnder inſacietie: fer the eye of a man 
(ſaith hee) 5 not fatiſſied with ſeeing, nor the care with hearing. 
When notwithſtanding we know, that men often ware wea- 
ryof (ing :; andloathſome in hearing ol many things, eſpeci- 
ally of wefull Tragedtes , loſſes , thꝛeatnings, repzehenſi- 


zadok his an- ONS, ſcourges, and the iudgements of the Lawe . But what 


ſwere, ls this (ap Zadok) to that which pe haue gathered The 
Ving in that ſaying, diſplapeth both mans curioſitie and im- 

_ Aue perfection. Man is willing to heare, ſe, c linde out all things: 
becken. to behold all ſtrange matters, newes and wonders: ber would - 
haue all knowledge: hee would be like the moſt high (as A- 

Gen. 3. 3. 6. dam ànd He vah thought tobe) he thinketh he can, oz map do 
all things: but hee is reſtreined: his abilitie affoo:deth him not 

that perfection : noꝛ hath the Loꝛde appointed him in this his 

eſtate, capable of thoſe things ſo farre aboue him, In the 

mean time, hee continueth inlaciate # without perfect conten- 

tation in this life. Here let man learn to know his own igno- 

rance, weaknes, and imperfections in this woꝛld. Let him con- 

taine himſelfe within the bounds of his vocation, place and 

abilitie, andlet himneither luſt after, oz deſire to compzehend 

thoſe things, which are neither reuealed, noz incident to mans 

nature. But in all modeſtie and reuerence let him ſeeke the 

Loꝛde, who onely is the God ſufficient, perfiect wiſedim, ommpo- 

Abiathet. tent ſacietie, and life eternall unto them that ſerve him in humilitie 
g ob. and holineſſe of heart. Againe, (ſaid Abiather)it is obieded a⸗ 
ns. giaintt the kings wozds, that he harh denied that anything is nem 
When in trueth and experience, it appeareth that things are 

bayly renewed, and many new things are done, and b2ought 

topaſſe in the woꝛlde enery day: how thereloꝛe ſhoulde this be 

vnderſtood, to ſound acceptable to dur knowledge? It is true 

zadok anſwe- ( ſayd Zadok)that the King hath ſaid: hat is that which hath 


eth. beene? that, that ſhall bee : and what is it, that hath beene done? 


Eccie#:1:9% that which ſhall be dis: And there is no new thing vnder the 


| 


142 

Sunne, Or is there any thing, whereof one may ſay : Behold, this 

is new? It hath been already in the olde time that was before vs. 

But in theſe woꝛdes, the king ſpeaketh not of the wozkes of 

the Creation, as if they thould be made againe:ſo it is enough, 

that thoſe things be onely conſerued in their kinde: noꝛ ol the 

wozksof God, fo; God doth wozke daily newe and ſtrange 

things: no2 of thoſe generations of man, which are paſt : : 

but of the occupations, deuiſes, counſailes, d2ifts, purpoſes, an and his 

and wozkes of wozldly men, which are euer wzapped in miſe- br elan. 

rie and vanitie, and are euer line, and the fame , which haue a 

beene of olde in the childzen of men. As man was in the olde Sen. 6.12. 8 

time euill from his pouthand-all the imaginations of the heart 8.2. 

wicked and vile: ſo is hee now, andſo ſhall be: as his deuiſes 

haue beene of poꝛe, ſo are thep in this time, as the vngodly 

thought and endeuozed then, ſo doe they thinke and endeuoꝛ 

now. I neede not gather vp particulars of this time to match Cen. 4 6. 

Cain in his enuie: the daughters of men in their luſtes: gen. 62. 

Nimrod in his pꝛide, Lots wife in her apoſtaſie, Pharao in his Sen · 10. , 

hardneſſe of heart, Abimeleclrin his blodie crueltie, and ſuch 250%, 

like : they are eaſiiy noted and pointed at with the finger in udg 3. , 

euery place. Andthat the king meaneth thoſe things, it is ap- 

varant by the place wherein he findeth nothing newe, namely 

vuder the Sunne, that is, in vanities kingdome, in and among 

wozldly men, which herein remaine the ſame fill , howſoener 

they bee ſcholed and inſtructed, and therefoze as vaine, they are 

foꝛgotten and paſſe away with the pziuiledge of vanities do- 

minion. Howbeit, the rigbteous are had in an euerlaſting re- 4 he remem- 

membzance with their vertues, in and foz whom the Lo2de — 2 

' wozketh newand fkrange things to theirneceſſitieand conſo | * 

lationeuerp day. * J haue both heard pou (moſt reuerende 

| Father) and well vnderſtood the meaning of thoſe the Kings Abiather ob- 

woꝛds. J haue heard another obtection that the King ſhould i<<t<th againe. 
diſlike the /carching and finding out of wiſdome, Which is ſo much 

commended in the holy wꝛitings, and among all good men, and 

be ſaith, that it is aſoze trauell giuon to the ſonnes of men, to 

humble them. The King (ſaide Zadok) ſeemeth to cozrec 2udok anſye- 

bimſelfe and his owne ſtudyes, when hee would aduenture rerb. 

oz aſſap to doe and perfozme that of himlelfe, which hee ſhould 

haue 


Nothing is 
new. 


Eccleſ. 1, 
yerl,13. 


King Solomon 


haue obtained and waited fo2 fromthe Lozde to whom be firft 
pꝛaied foꝛ wiſedome, and knew, that ſhe came from him: pet 
both he not condemuce the ozdinarylabours and ſtudies ol them 
which (in the feare ol God) aſlap to attaine to knowledge. Foz 


as he commendeth wiſedome befoze all things: ſo hee condem- 
neth the idle fooles, which ( becauſe the ſtudy and ſearch after 
wiledome is laboztous to the body) fit ſtill and continue tgno- 
rant. But let vs conſider the Kinges woꝛdes, 4 obſerue theſe 
thinges in oꝛder. He ſaid not: Thus the Loꝛd taught me oz cõ · 
manded me. oꝛ enabled mee to do, to perfoꝛme, to bꝛing to palle 
but thus / have given mine heart to 6 ſearch and find out wiſedome: 


The meaning hot ? bythe tlunges that are done vnder the Sunne. The Ring 
ofthe king, is ſpeaketh not ol his pꝛeſent endeuour, but of that fozepaſt, when 


to condemne 


mans wiſdome 


of worldly 
chinges. 


he was carried away from the Loꝛde in the luſts ol his eye and 
luffs of his fleſh. At what time reſpecting not what God had 
ſaid,no2 what the diuine ſpirit had taught him: but after his 
owne wit and humaine reaſon, he entangled himſelle in the ſtu⸗ 
dies of the woꝛlde, and thereby made ſearch curioullp to be pal. 

ſing wiſe in the thinges of vanities kingdome, where, when hee 
thought to finde wiſedome indeede, he found nought befides at- 
flictions and griefes of minde. Foꝛ what ſhoulda man expect of 
thoꝛnes, but ts be pꝛickedꝛ and what is their to be learned vnder 
the Sunne ol vng odly and fooliſh men, x their deuiſes, but vn · 
godlines, koolichnes and ſoꝛrow ? And ſurely ther ot only the K. 

acknowledgeths he made himſelfe moſt woꝛthy, and therin to 
be puniſhed, as they do, which neglecting the meditation of the 
law of God, are diſtracted in the fables of vntruthes, and recei⸗ 


ving not the feare of the L. are wholy buſied and vered in the 


affairs of this woꝛld, wherin they trauaile as in a moſt pathiful 


Labyrinth without aup perfection oꝛ end therby to be tryed and 


hunibled vnder the mighty hand of the Almighty, whole wiſe- 


The kings 
confeſhon of 
his i imper- 


fections. 


dome, woꝛds and direction, they haue both koꝛgotten and neg- 
lected. Dozeourr in this, the king maketh a kind of confeſſion 
of his imperlections, beeing a parte ol his true conuerſion and 
repentance, Thus the Ring hath not condemned the ſearch al. 


ter the true wiſedome : but that vaine wiſedome. oꝛ at leaſt the 


indirect manner of ſeeking alter that which is commended in 
the wozd of God. CAP 
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7 XXXVI. 


The correction of thinges the experience of wiſedume know- 
- ledge and high learning. | | 
Biather the Prief7 (beeing willed by 
the Princes of King Solomon to 
e pꝛoceede andto pꝛoduce any other 
argument which he had hearde to be 

o biected againlt the woꝛds ol the pꝛe 
I ſcher) ſcoode foozth agame and ſaide. 

Then let it not be grieuous vnto you "IEF 
8 Gi (my Loꝛds) that J pꝛoduce here be- rt. 
N 8 foze pou, thoſe other things which 1 
ane heard, It is obiected that the King denieth t am thing 
which i faultie or amiſſe, can be corrected or amẽ tels The crooked” 
canot(ſathhe)be made ſtraigbt, & ; whichfaileth canet be brought" 
mo proportion. Co what end then are all inſtructtons, leſſons, — In 
artes, ſciences, dottrins, admonttions, labours zegunſalls, laws? „hat fa ults 
The King bath ſofaidmnbcedecſatdZadok)But pet he enten- may be amen · 
deth it not of any particular faults oz treſpaſſes, | oz of any the ded, & what 
thinges which are by nature cureable. But of that one gene- % 
rall maladie of mankinde and mans affaires beeing buſied and | 
v2red within the kingdome of vanitie: foz the erroꝛs, ſlidings, 
imperfections, faultes, offences and defects ol man cannot bee 
amended; woꝛthuͤy thereloꝛe was circumciſion commanded not The end ok 
only to the fathers but to the ſons aiſo:4 pet p̊ cutteth not off the circumciſion 
cdcupiſcente ol mana nature, but ſheweth that it ſhold be cut off 
6 ſuppꝛeſſedby * hum which bath no concupiſcẽce at all, Againe 
thele tmperfections be ſo many,as that they canneither benum Thar is M eſſi⸗ 
bꝛed noꝛ pꝛopoꝛtioned in number, much les may they be recured Od ie gion. 
by any witte 0z power of man, who ol himſelle is not able to 
make the leaſt haire ol his head. And whereas another obirction 
map riſe on the fozmer:y ſeeing thole fanits cannot be coꝛrected, 
it ſeemeth a vain thing foza magiſtrate to endenoꝛ foamed a- . 
ny thing 5 is amiſſe: I ſap that this concluſiõ is indirect:ſoꝛ if wo . 
onething to endeuour to amned pꝛiuate faults; things curabie: oa prince 

: | and & magiſtrate. 


and it is another thing to aſſay to cozrect thoſe generall griefes 
which are by nature vncureable. / gave mine heart (ſaid be) to 
know wiſdome and knowledge, maanes and fooliſbnes 7 Ihnew al- 
ſo that thus it 4 vexationof the ſpirite . It is doubtleſſea thing 
pꝛaiſe wozthye in a Pꝛince by his wiledome to endeuour 
to coꝛrect and amend thinges that are amiſſe in his common 
wealth: But it is a meere follie in a P2tnce, to thinł that by his 
pꝛoper wiſdome and induſtrie he ſhall amend all thinges that 
are faulty. Pꝛinces are bound to do their beſt endenour, but they 
map not imagine ſomuch as that they can perkoꝛme all things, 
This cure is pꝛoper to the Omnipotent God to effect, and it 
is not committed to the power of any man. Therefoze that 
which man is able to perfozme, in this let him doe it in the 
feare of God, and that he cannot effect and compaſſe, let him 
commit to the fpill and power of God, to whome all thinges 
Abiather ob · are poſſible . But yet (ſaidAbiather) it is ſatd, har the hing con- 
iecteth. demueti the experience f that wiſdome and M ledge, whereby 
a man ( eſpecially a Magiſtrate) Gould diſcerne between truth and 
error good aud euill, without the which a magiſtrate ſhall neuer 
bee able to iudge oꝛ doe well in his place, accoꝛding to Jethroc: 
Exo. 18.21. 22. rule fo 7, ſignifieth ſcience, knowledge , cogitation, notice 
| andexperience of the thinges both good and eatll. Jndeede 
zadok anſwer- (ſaid Zadok) Solomon asked foz wiſdome and ſcience and the 
eth that Solo: Tod gaue it him. But ir Solomon had ſtald himlelfe , and 
nech not the haue vſed this notable gift (as hee did ſome times when hee 
wildome of plaſed God) he had done well but exceeding his lymits he both 
a M agiſtrate . ouercharged x confounded that wildom in himlſelfe, he ſought out 
not iudgemẽt t mercybut things pꝛophane common 4 polluted, 
(as J haue ſaide befoze) pea things onely delightſome and plea 
Gen. 3. ſant to the ſenſe of the fleſh, and this he did not onely know, but 
| pꝛoue indeede as Adamand Heua did the taſte of the fo2bidds 
Tele actos tree. It is a good thing to kno we both the good and the eutll 
know both And to diſcerne betweene th one and thother : but to follow 
good and euil l the euill, and to leaue the good, it is an euill thing. Adamknew 
both : but he choſe the euill and left the good: ſo did Cain: ſo 
did Ring Solomon to his paine and diſhonour . Well there- 
foze might he callthis a vaine thing in himſelfe and a veration 
of his ſpirit and pet not condemne that diuine vertue* Put 
| the 
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his Solace. By -- 
the Ring (ſaid Abiather) is ſuppoſed to die and condemne high takes ak. 
learning and much knowledge: from the which he terriſieth and i. Seth. 
diſſwadeth men, ſaping that in much wiſdome is much anger, and vert 18, 

that he which multiplieth knowledge, multiplyeth ſorrowes . But 

if pe conclude ſo of the woꝛds (ai Zadok) J wil deny pour con- 

ſequence : foz here J finde a lallacie ofequiuocation : foz the 

Ring in truth voth not condemne the beſt and higheſt learning 

no2 that knolvledge , foz in this place he ſpake eitherofthe 

earthly and fleſhly knowledge and wildome: oz of the diuine 

and natural wiſdome ol a man in reſpect ol the thinges obiected 

lo the ſame, As foꝛ the fozmer which is taught men by the 

old ſubtle Serpent, the ing well knoweth, that it is very 

vanitie,foz this wiſdome reſpecteth not the thinges that bee 

pure, peaceable and diuine: but the luſt of the flefh, the luſt cf oke bis 

the eye, and the pꝛide of this life, being terrene, ſenſuall, and acfverc, 
diabolicall, of this kind are all the luſtes, guiles, ſubtleties, en.. 
policies, deceits and craftie conuetances of men, wher eby one 

man circumuenteth and beguileth another in this lile. But 

where this pꝛomiſeth moſt pleaſure andcontentation, it ſoon⸗ 

eſt caſteth a man into paine and miſeries . The King there- The wiſedom 
loꝛe perteiue d, yea, he pꝛoued it too true in himſelle, that there · ofthe Serpent 
inotfending God, and abuſin g nature, he gained nothing be- _ e 
ſides affliction of his Spirits: foz he could neuer therby attaine . OE. 
that perfect ende of mans life, nay rather hee wandzed and de- 

partedfrom the ſame further andfurther euerp day, foz it can- 

not bee, that the wiſdome of the Serpent map conduct them 

to Paradize , who by the ſame are thence expelled: but ra- 
ther fo the gate of perdifſon in the way of wickedneſſe. The 
wife man feareth many dangers, when others fleepe in qui 
et beddes: hee ſeeth himſelfe to want mante thinges, at the 
leaſt hee luſteth alter all thinges the which he thinketh he can 
purchaſe and get into his handes and poſſeſſions by his owne 
power, policie oz deuice: howbeſt he is pꝛeuented and can- 
not obtaine the greateſt part ol his gredie deſire, ſo he is ne- 
uer ſatiſſted, his minde remaineth dilcontent, and himſelfe is 3 
toꝛmented with an hell of troubles, euen then, when he think- 2 3 
eth himſelfe in the higheſt grade ol this wiſedome . But let if ſome is nece . 
be, that the king ſpake of that other wildome either deuine - larie. 
naturall. 


Gen. 3. 2.46 ; 


3s King Solomon | 
Natural. et, as neither of theſe can be obtained without ſtudy 
and paine of body and minde: ſo being had, it cauſeth a man to 
deſcrie,beholdand conſider that, ſemetimes, which occaſianeth | 
him to be troubled, and to lament. He that bath it not is as 
that man, which cloſing his eyes, oꝛ being a ſlerpe, ſeeth not et- 
ther that which is like to hurt his bodie, oz offendhiz minde: 
ard ſo may vnhappilie be annoyed befoze he knoweth thereof, 
howbeit the whiles, he reſteth himſelle ſecure: But he that 
hath wildome, is as the man which hach his eyes open, oz is 
wakelull, and thereby both ſeeth and endeuoreth to eſchew the 
danger. In the meane time, he is inderde ſoꝛe troubled t vexed 
with feare . And ol this kind are they which behold the greate 
vanities ołf men, and the moꝛe wiſdome a man hath, the moze 
be beholdeth it. conſidereth of it, wapyeth it, and is much verey 
there with in his heart not that his wiſdome is evill, but that 
by that his wiſdome, he ſeeth and diſcerneth, and is greiued with 
thoſe things that be e vill in this miſerable and vaine woꝛld. 
Therefoze, well he ſaid che more wiſdame the more greife. In all 
thoſe thinges J haue not founde that the King hath ſinned with 
bis lippes. Therefoze his woꝛ des thus farrefoozth may not in 
any tuff cenſure be diſliked noꝛ in reaſon reiected. Then ſaid the 
The Princes Pzinces ; pee haue thus welanſweredthoſe obiections which 
aſſent to 2a- Abiather hath pzoduced(molt renerendfather) either think 
| _ _ we, that the K. in this his conſtitution, will exhibite vnto vs oz 
Fiags words to any others befoze dn, any wozds, but ſuch as be right graue, 
: | wiſe and ſanering of the truth of Gods ſpirit, the which we per 
; ſwade ) at this time polſefſeth his minde, whereby he is kully de 
voured with holy zeale. Ik pet Abiather hath any thing els to 
obiect, let him pꝛoceede, in the name ol God, and we beſeech you 
(my Lozde Zadoke) to giue him an anſwere. 
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Car. XXVII. / 
Of the gladues and pleaſurs of men, aud ofthe works of Prin- 


ce. e. 


net — 


. to bzing foo2th whatſoener hee had cls 


— 
— — 


ZBiather being requeſted by the pzinces 


O heard obiected againſt the kings woꝛds 
anſwered againe and ſaid: haue heard 
J yet many other thinges, whereby ſome 
would endeuoꝛ to deface the authozitle 


; SL =” pour wiſvome(molt'reuerend Father) 

will eaſily foppe their mouthes, and ſatiſfic vs and others, C226. 
which haue not a deſire to wꝛeſt the kings meaning, and thus 

they obiea, that the king is not onely penſiue and ſozrowfall, 
but alſo that he much 7 peaketh againſt all hand of gladneſſe of other 

mem: pea,he condemneth ail pleaſant thinges and delights, all 
mirth and paſtime with the vſe of the creatures:fo2 he hath ſaid 
(indeede Go to, let me prove thee in gladnes, & take thou aclight in 
pleaſant thing ci but lo, tlus alſo was vanitie: Againe hee ſaid / have 
eflcemed laughter, foran accuſtomed foolſhnes and of mirth,] ſaid 

what is that which is don: I have deliberated in mine heart topowre ? 

foorth my fleſh to wine & c. And this was alſo vanitiy. Then an- 5 

ſwered Zadok: As wehaue heard the kings woꝛds: lo it is 30k aa ſye- 

meete that we conſider how beſt to vnderſtand them. Surelp rech. 

wee map not thereol gather that the king condemneth all kind 1 

ok gladnes and all delights:noz that he holdeth al the creatures Om | 
p:ophane, which the L. hath made foz the ble of man: wee map noe ned. 

not think, that the king is ſo deuoid ofreaſon and natural ſenſe, gaanes. etc. 
But thus we map vnderſtand him: that as befo2e hee had pꝛo. 

ved by many ſubſtantiall arguments, that mans felicitie, and ſo 
bis contentation is not contained within the limits either of the 
laboꝛs, wiſdom oꝛ deuiſes of the ſons of men: ſo nowin like ſozt, 
he pꝛoueth by thoſe his word, p the lame is neither foũd noꝛ in 
deed conſiſteth in the pleaſures4 delights ol thole ſons ol meu, 
the W are ſuch pleaſures delights as are thzoughly __ 
* | [ 


Cap. 2. 


King Solomon 

with wickednes and many lewd luſts, that offen onerwhelmg 
men in perdition. Therefoze all men are to beware (the rather 
bythe Rings example) how they follow after their owne luſts 
in the waies ok their linſull affections. And they are toreſpec 
this, that the thoughts ol their hearts and deſires conſent with 
Ihe une bhe ſplrit and woꝛde of God. the which wil neither deceiue them 
contempt 102 occaſion them to repent the ame. And this is the true con 
ol che world. tempt of the wozlde when being guided by Gods ſpirit they ab- 
ſtaine from pꝛoſecuting and effecting their owne luſts, plea· 
Solomons ſuxes aud delights. But to dꝛaw moꝛe neere to the obſection; 

veyne in his The time was (and that lately) when the king would ercerd 

luſts bepond his boundes, and ſo he abuſed thoſe good thinges, wi 

| he might haue vſed fo? his ſolace and recreation: foz hee ſaide to 
his ſoule J will prove thee with toy and gladnes: o ( agit may be 

ſaide ) ? will w imme in thoſe delights, J will dedicate my ſelle to 

thoſe pleaſures noꝛ will J deſiſt, o2 omit any occaſion whatſo- 

euer, vntill I haue fulfilledmy deſire :yea J will wholy regard 

bow J may line in p̊ wozld moſt pleaſantly,x pꝛouide that no- 

thing may bee interpoſed to hinder thoſe mp luſtfull delights, 

This was (indeede) his purpoſe in that fleſhly conceit ok his: 


No conten · hut he ſaw, that this was alſo a vaine deniſe: fo2 in the pzepa- 


21-1. ring ol thoſe pleaſures, there was moꝛe coſt then comlines, 
much moze laboz then pꝛoftt, and (to be bʒiele) he laund that in 
all thoſe delights ( when the iuſt reckoning was taken) there 
was moꝛe paine then p eaſure, and no contentation at all: foz 
one labour bꝛought in another, one ſtudy and deniſe another; 
one pleaſure required another, andfoz the moſt part determi⸗ 
ned in ſoꝛrow and grieke. Now this is that which the King: 
here condeneth and not that honeſt andlawful ioy and recreatt- 
on which is either incident to mans nature, whereofhe is called 
a riſible creature, oꝛ pꝛoper ta the Saintes of G DD inthis 
itfe , wherein they reioice in the L OR D and pꝛaiſe him foꝛ 

his benefites (as David vſed with inſtrumentes of muſique: 
Howbelf, as in the fozmer,- ſo neither in this is contained 
mans highelf felicitte which is not founde in this life: But 
the woꝛde which the King vſeth,noteth (as pee well knowwe) 
rather a lightneſſe ofthe mind, and an immoderate and vnmea- 
ſurable laughter to expꝛeſſe the ſame, then that pleaſure 2 


mirth 


oo ̃˙ᷣ IE 10 

his Solace, — 146 
mirth which is pꝛoper to mans nature; And ſuch perſons 
as are light minded, and exceſſiue and vnmealurable in 
their ſpoztes and laughters, hee might wozthilp call adde 
perſons 02 fooles: Foz as they are pꝛophane and foolith in- 
deede, ſo they beivzap themſelues eſpectally to the wiſe 
and contrite in heart, as madde and moſt mwiſe. Foz 
by this, they vnfolde the leuitie of their carnall minds, they 
hinder in themſelues and othertz the ſtudies of thinges p29- 
fitable, they ſhut out from their heartes the feare of God 
they fo2get their owne condition in thts life, they be made 
meere vnfit foꝛ true repentance: and to bee ſhozt, they 
commonly finiſh thoſe kinde of ſpoztes and laughters in 


payne, ſozrow and lamentation. Foz it is often ſ#ne pleaſures are 
that ſuch vnmeaſurable ſpoꝛtes and pleaſures are pꝛonoſti- pronoſticati- 
cations of imminent troubles and great afflictions , the which ons of fature 
beſides dayly and o2dinary experience , is taught and ſig- ***** 


nified by many examples and argumentes aſwell of the 
| bzuite Creatures, as of others ſo woꝛthy conſideration. 
The Delphins in the Sea will ſometimes plap and leape 
ſo high, as they will [kippe ouer the hulls and bodies of 
Shippes ſapling in the ſame : But ſoone after that will 
follow a great tempeſt, wherein their pleaſure is recom- 
penced with deadly payne. Thus our Fathers the //ac- 
les plated and ſps2fed in the wildernes and leapt and dan- 
ced befoze the Calfe which Aaron had made: but within 
a whiles after followed on them a great ſlaughter : foz e- 
very man flew his bꝛother ,cuery man his companion, and 
euerp man his neighboꝛ . Thus the young men played in 
the time of David, in the pꝛeſence of Abner and Ioab, 


Ex0.32,27- 


2. Sam- 3. 14. 


and thereof many men fell and periſhed: Thus the )- Iudg. 15. 


Ifines laughed and played with Sampſon, and they were 
deftroped- in their ſpozte » Thus the childzen of lob fea- 
ſted and ſpozted and the houſe fell on them and ktiled them 
all. Here ſhould wee learne to ſettle our minds and laughters 
in things that be moze p2ofitable,and not ts excedin pleaſures 
of thoſe vanities. And truly if a man did du y conſider e remeber 
fro whence he came, what he is in this ws2ld x whether he is to 
go fro hence, he woldrather lament his condition miſery with 
N * 2 abvundance 


= 
iP 
8 — 


= 


King Solomon 


abiidance of fears then to ſeck to ſatiſfy himſelle in thoſe vain de · 
| lightg-accozding toy w is framed out of Moſes ſong in þ part. 
Oh if thou waighelt frõ whence thou art hom placed in dagers deepe, 
And finally whereto aſſignde:thou woulaſt not laugh but weepe 
In the like meaning the king hath ſpoken ol Wine. Foz hee ton 

demneth not the vſe of the creature, which in it nature is to be 
The vſe of taken and vſed as other the treatures appointed fo2 man. But 
vine and he repꝛoueth and condemneth that immoderate dꝛinking and 
ſtrong driake. quaſling, wherebymen be made dzunken and inſolent, and that 
kind of life which they accuſtome to lead with delight, in wine 

and pleaſures of the fleſh. This was the ſame which the Kings 

mother ditiked chie fly in a king, when ſchooling him (pet but a 

pro. 310g. child) he ſaid:I: 5 not for kings O Lemueliit is not for kings todrinke 
wine, nor for princes ſtrong drmke:andlheaddeth the reaſon //? he 

| drinke and forget the decree and the indgement of all the children of 

' affi&tion. Other wiſe it is not vnlawtull fo2 kings and foz pꝛin- 

ces te dꝛinke wine in the true vſe thereof, and ſtrong dzinke 

map be taken moderatelp, as other the creatures, Therfcze ſhe 

ſaid againe to hien: Give the Hrong drinię vnto him thar it ready 

to perriſt and wine vnto them that haue grie fe of heart. Let him 

armke that he may forget his povertie and remember hizafflittion 

ns more: It was lawtulifoz righteous. Noah to dzinke of wine 

fo comfort his heart after his trauailes on the flood: but it was 

not lawful foz him to be dzunkentherwith:the like may be re- 

ſoluedof Lot and of Solomon our K. Therefoze in his godly 

tonleſſion he ſaid not, J wil dzinke,o2 vle wine:but that he ſaide 

as vnto his heart, 1. / power thee out in wine, h is, J wil applymy 

ſelfe to the luſt of wine, z ſwim oꝛabounde exceſſiuelp therein. 
tu0g-9.'3* This is h which the N. condfneth in himſelte as vnlawful x nat 
the true vſe of the creatures, which cheareth God z man, as lo 

tham ſaid. But this one thing J map remember w the fo2mer, 

p the R. found by his experiẽce( as he cofeſſed) that impoſſible it 

pietie and yo - Was foꝛ him to lead that kind of life ⁊ neuertheles retaine the 
luptuoulnes diuine feare within his heart. Foz as GO D would not 
May not co permit, that one and the ſame altar ſhonlde ſerue fo2 bimſelſe 
and foꝛ p Idol Dagon too, ſo wil he not, that voluptuouſneſſe 
aͤnd ſinne ſhoulde bee (et to bee adozed there where his 
S ptrite inhabiteth, foꝛ hee is a jealous God. Thereloꝛe as 
there is placed a diuiſion betiveene light and darken 1 : 
0: 


Deut. 3 2029 


CUTITE» 


and wine in that abuſe, bet ween godlines and carnal pleaſures, 


bet weene pietie and impietie, righteouſnes and ſinne. Neither 


let any man imagine, that together with the one hee map holde 
o2 retayne the other no moꝛe then our fathers could reliſh both 
Manna and Egypt fare inthe deſert, pee haue then anſwered 
ſufficiently to this obiection, moſt reuerend Father . It is fur- 
ther obiected that the King condemneth diuers other the de- 
lights and wozkes ol Ringes, yea all the pleaſures ol the chil- 
dzen of men, which in comms eſtimation are not only pleaſant 
but p2ofifable too:asnamelp che effecting of mighty workes, the 
building of great houſes, the planting of fruitſull vineyar4e:, the 
making of pleaſant Paradiſes and faire gardens, the framing 
of Ceſternes of water to water the woods that grow, with the 
tres, the multiplying of ſeruants and maides, and of childzen 
to be bozne in his houſe: to pꝛocure great ſtoze of Beefes and 
ſheepe to gather ſiluer and gold e the chiele creaſures of kings 


and pꝛouinces: to get men-ſingers,and women-ſingers, and Zccles. 2.4. 11 


the delights ol the ſonnes ol men ec. Foꝛ hee hath ſaide, when 
he looked on all thoſe thinges : Beholde, J haue found all vani⸗ 


tie, and there is no p2ofit vnder the ſunne. To this anſwered 


Zadoke : As J haue laid befoze of the true vſe of Gods crea- 
tures: ſoſap J in this, that la wfull it is not onelpfoz kinges 
and pꝛinces: but alſo foz other men (after their power and place 
to haue and vſe all thoſe thinges : but the limited boundes be- 
ing tranlgreſſed, the vanity thereof appeareth, and that inderd 
not leldome, ſeeing there be very few. oho hauing them at full 
can mealure their appetites. and be contained within the limits 
of their vocation. Hereof we know, that it is not enough fo 


men fo haue riches, wealth, honours, pleaſures and ſuch like 


except that they alſo meaſure themſelues well, and apply the 
thinges to their right ends. Foz God hath ginen and diſpoſed 
his giftes diuerlly to diuers perſons, to this end, that they glo- 


riſie him in the vſe of them, doe good therewith one to ano · o hne 
ther, and diſcharge their pꝛoper duties in their places. Laſtly, carde for 
the Ring hauing learned the leon of true cowſ deration, did in worldly men, 


the end conkeſſe, that in al thoſe things he could ſind no contenta - Who ſeke ſe li- 
city of theſe 


things 


tion, t ſo neither lelicitie:but that indeed he found great vanitie 
J a 10 and 


lace. | 147 
fo is there ſet a great difference and ſpace betweene wiledome 


ObicQion, 


King Salomon 
and veratfonofhis ſpirite. Alas then what ſheulte other men 
hope to finde > Might not this ſtoppe the mouths of them, wha 
lap, that then they ſhojulvebee happy had they the wealth, the 
riches.the power, the honoꝛs, and the pleaſures of glozious king 
Solomon : as if; fozfooth that in thoſe terrene and tranſitozie 
thinges the true happines ol man conſiffed , Bat truly as they 
bewꝛay their coꝛrupt iudgement and erroꝛ in and about this 
chiele pꝛinciple: ſo if ( by the will and pleaſure of God) they had 
therein their deſire, is not only poſſible,but moſt certain, that 
they woulde tranigreſſe andoffend farre beyond the tranſgre(- 
ſions and offences ol King Solomon: and wanting that wile 
dome which he had to guide and direct them, they would quick 
ly declare themſelnes the greateſt fooles in the wozlde. Foz 
man beeing in honoꝛ, without vnderſtanding, is compared ts 
the Beaſts which periſh, as Ring David ſaid, when he beheld 
both the vp2iſing, anddowne falling ol many ſuch perfons, as 
hauing the things of this wozlde at will, could neither vle the 
ſame to their own good, noꝛ with the ſame defend and pꝛeſerue 
themſelnes fr om euill, albeit, (e ſterming the ſame aboue God 
and all goodneſſe) they placed therein their higheſt and chiele 
kelicitie. In regarde whereof, the pleaſures, honozs, glozp and 
pꝛoſperity ofthis wozld are comparedfo a ſhining candle, which 
loꝛ the time it burneth giueth a glozious light, but the ſubſtance 
whereol it is maintained beeing conſumed, the ſame commeth 
all to ſmoke and ſtinche: fo2 the time will come when thou 
ſhalt grant and confefſe with the King, that all theſe thinges 
are vanitie, and vexation of the ſoule, & that not ſomuch in re · 
garde ol the thinges themſelues, as ol thine owne abuſe ander · 

vanious thoughts in and concerning the ſame. | 
Car, 
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 difcredit the one, oꝛ diſgrace the other. This is that they often 


- not to bee hearde oz debated, as are the cauſes ofother men: * 
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hi s Solace, 


©. Cav, XNNVTEE: 
Abiather produceth 1 7, obiectious againſt other the words 


and doctrines of the preacher : to . of the which Za- 
doke anſwereth int his chapter. 


— 


— Den Zabud the Rings friend ,a man that zabud. 
1 * very much tendered both his honoz and 
* 7 >a poſperity,hauing thus farre liſtned tothe 
= 4 o2mer diſputation and conference, ſtoode 
& foo2th and ſpaketo this effect. Howſoeuer 
Jam right lozrowfull foz the Ringes fall 
= r= =) and affliction,yet am J gladthe rather faz 
the Ringes ſake ( mhich hath euer beene and pet continueth ſo 
good a Loꝛd vnto me) thatmy Lozdzadok hath not only an- 
ſwered in this p2efece.fo2 his maieſtie, but allo hath cleared him 
and thoſe his wordes of all the thinges ſo hardly conceited, and 
ffronglp obiected againſt either ofthem. And we may thereby 
theſooner perſwade, that whoſcener hencefoozth ſhall caſt nt em. 
loꝛth his venemous darts againſt either the Ring oz his woꝛds jjcious oaincrh 
ſhall rather hurt and annoy himſclfeby the rebound of the ſame in che eud. 
(as thoſe do which ſhoote againſi the hard rocks) then any way 


purchaſe to themſelues, which take plealureto maligne and lan _ 
der others chiellytheir ſuperioꝛs t betters, accoꝛding to 5ᷣ̊ which 
the Kinges lather ſaid : he godly be entrapped in their owne de- 
viſet, and taken in thoſe ſnares which they hadlaide for others, And 
this we ſee verified on the oloſerpent,not only in the caſe of A- 
dam: but in that of lob, wherein his owne deuiſes to conformd 
them was caſt on bimſelle. But hath Abiather heard any thing 
els obiected that he is willing to vnfoldand lay fooꝛth here be; 

beloꝛe vs ?Pea (ſaid Abiather)J haue heard many other things Abiather. 
ol the which to heare J haue bin verpſozrowfall in minde, nei⸗ princes offen · 
ther knew J vntil this time how I might find a fit occalion to : nor 
reueale tt, o; to whome: lo; as the cauſes of Princes are Gear 
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Solomon in 
His words was 
Counrte-like * 
& briefe. 


Eccles. 5. 1. 


King Solomon 1 
co neither imap the ſublects be fo bolde as to talke 0} reaſoti 
thereof without feare,eſpectallpinthe court ſoneare the kings 
pzeſence, And here pee ſhall vnder ſtand (mp good Lozdes) | 
that they which obiect. do not ſo much reſpect anp ok thoſe his 
geſtures, woꝛds and ſayings, which he either declared oz expꝛeſ⸗ 
ſedin his pꝛoſperous dayes and time of his dignity, then when 
he well pleaſ:dand bleſſed theLo2de(foz thoſe doe all men, pea, 
euen the kings enemies appꝛoue and commend, noz thole dare 
they to maligne oꝛ diſgrace)noz call they into pꝛeſent queſtion 
any of thoſe his woꝛdes oꝛ geſtures which hee either vttered oz 
delluered fo and among his range wiues in the time ol his 
treſpaſſe when nothing els beſides vanitie (alter his owne con- 
feſſion) might be expected to come from aperfonſo vaine: (foz 
neither thoſe we eſteeme, noꝛ regard to collect) but they are the 
ſame which are, aud haue beene in action and queſtion altert 
euer ſince the time of his contrition and ſoꝛrowlull affliction, 
oꝛdinarilp vttered and declared in his common anddayly ge- 
ſture.talke, and conferenceeſteemed among his wiſe ſermons 
and which as holp ozacles 4 diuine ſayings, yee haue entẽded v 
ful purpoſe to collect, to cõmit 4 leaue vnto 5; thurch in poſteri- 
ty. I thinke not otherwiſe, but p they are meere vninſtly con 
ceited e moſt hardly conſtrued againſt his excellent maleſty, e 
his true meaning. Foꝛ whiles (as a Ring) he ſpeaketh in right 
courtiy ph:aſes the tude country people ſcarcelp vnderſtãd him 
in any thing: e in p ( fo eſchew tediouſnes, which is loathſome 
to the learned) he is very bziele, he ſermeth in many thinges the 
moze obſcure, eſpecially to the ſimple and ignoꝛant which com; 
monly do not onely much miſtake the thinges they vnderſtand 
not, but alſo ſoone onerth2zow the right ſenſe and true meaning 
therofvnaduiſedly. But it were to bee wiſhed, that not onely 
thoſe , but all sthers, when they come to conſider of the 


Mordes andaffapzes of Pꝛintes, but chieflp when they be- 


ginne to ſcanne the thinges which are holy and appertaine 
to & O D and his Church, woulde followe that counſell 
and aduiſe ol the King, where he ſaith; hen thou commeſt into 
the houſe 0 D., keepe thy foote aud drame migh , that 
GOD which is at hande may heare , that thou give nut the 
of fering of foolts : for they, knowe not, when they, doe evil. 

; Ves 


* 


+; 
n 
. 1 
85 JV 
4 E222 Sn 2 
| 
- 


Jes not haſftie with thy month,; and let not thine heart ſpeaks any 
thing raſply before God: for God is in heaven, and thou on earth; 
therfore let thy words be few. Foz (ſurely, inthoſe things which 
are either doubtfull , oz vnknowne vnto vs, wee ſhould rather 
modeſtly ſtay e ſuſpendour iudgement, then raſhly giue cenſure 
oz opinion without aduiſe. But that neither cur ſelues, noz any 
others may happely miſtake, oz miſconſtre the kings woꝛds it 
ſhalbe needfull that thoſe things be both wel reconctled q expoũ⸗ 
ded: otherwiſe, there be, which thinke, that they hardly deſerue 
to be gathered, cõſerued, a placed in the holy Canon among the 
diuine wꝛitings, and ſo nether to be committed to the Church, 


149 


foz the inſtruction ol Gods people. Meny ibings ( ſaide Za- zadok. 


doke) : Alas, Jamright ſoꝛry to heare that Abiather ſhoulde 
ſay ſo. It grieueth me not a litle, chat M ordelo wiſely tonteiued 
ſo pꝛintelp vttered, ſo agreable to the veritie, ſo well applped, 
ſhould be vnderſfodſo fondly, coceited,ſomailtionſly,conſidered 
of ſoignozantly , t wꝛeſted ſo tnfuriouſly. Let vs heare (Abia- 
ther) what thoſe matters are which arc obieded. But *J pꝛay 


Note chat 
the things 


pon to be bꝛieſe, e I wil pꝛomiſe the like in my reſolutions t an· hereafter (pos 


fweres, koꝛ we haue bin here a great whiles. J feare mee the N. 
hath (per this) aſked often loꝛ ſome ol vs;x we are fofid wanting 
t faulty therin:fozit is net met we ſhould foꝛget our dutifullat- 
tendance, Andfoz mine ownparf, as J haue beene ener willing 
and ready to attend and ſerue my Loꝛd the N. and the rather, 
becauſe his moſt noble grace hath been well plealed to accept ol 
my pooꝛe ſeruice: ſo would J not willingly abſent my ſelle 
from his pꝛeſence to long: foz mp whole deſire and endeuoꝛ is 
(as in dutie J am bound) that with my beſt counſell and ready 
attendance I map (next to the . oꝛd) gratiſie and pleaſure my 
Soueraigne, and comfozt him in this his eſtate. Sap on there · 
foze Abiather, But why ſtagger pe as though pe werefear-- 
full? feare not at all: foz there is not any ot vs (A dare ſap} that 

doth ſo much as imagine, that any of thoſe objections oz hard 

cenſures againſt the king and his wo ds, hath oz may pzoced- 
from your owne head. Ye affect the King and his woꝛds bet- 

ter thanſo, we fully perſuade : and ye are herein rather the re- 


kenof are but 
as briefely 
touched, in 
reſpect of 
what may bee 
ſaid of themy 


An Author 
and reportes 


poꝛter of other mens opinions and ſpeeches : then the Authoz i torr. © 


perſon, oz 


of any ſuch thing, which may either hurt the Kings 
| | empeach 


Abiather firſt 

clereth himſel 
and then ob · 
iecteth, 


| King Solomon 995 

Anpeach the authoꝛitie ol his woꝛds. And ſurely, wee map in 
this rather commend then dillik e you aꝛ your woꝛdes, though 
all woꝛds of all perſons (eſpecially of kings and Pzinces, howe 
true ſoeuer they be) are not to bee vttered o2 ſpoken befoze all 
perſons, in allplaces, at all times, without difference, wile con- 
ſideration, oꝛ due regard. Fo2 by this wee ſhall not onely 
know whats conceited andſpoken abꝛoad of the king and his 
woꝛds: but alſoconſider ofthe, conſult how to withſtand thoſe 
inconueniences which map grow, follow and enſue thereof in 
polteritte. And this ſhall be the ſooner perfozmed, by the true 
vnder ſtanding of the Kings meaning, and the right erpoſition 
of his woꝛds. Then anſwered Abiather, (my Lozds all) J 
hope pee iudge of mee, as of a true ſubiect to my Lozd King 
Solomon, and J aduenture to ſtand foz the perfect triall ofmp 
dutifull alleageãce & fidelity in this reſpect againſt al me, wher- 
in J know, howſoeuer it be imagined, J map not be reſembled 


to that Abiather the Pzielt, whom the ing wozthilydepoſed 


and put from his place foꝛ his infidelitie. But nowhearken,mp 
Lo2ds: At is obſected (beſides all the pꝛemiſed) Firlt , that the 
Bing hath combined the »i/e---a» together with thee foole 
without difference in the ſame condition and eſtimation. 
* * Bir coniopneth man in tho like condition with the 
3 Deſemeth to deine mans lelicitie in eating, dzinking, 
and Leſhlp pleaſares. 
4 Yeepreferreth (as it appeareth) death befoze life , and 
tbe dead befoze the liuing: yea, and him who is pet vnbozne 
befoze them both. | 
5 Pee is noted to diſcourage men from the perfection of 


wiſedome and Juſtice, Which are twomolt excellent vertues 
in men. 3 


6 Pee condemneth the man that loueth quietnes and peace 
better then trouble and veration : and therein contrarieth his 
owne woꝛds elſe where deliuered. w 

7 Hee is ſuppoſed to condemne and abandon womans 
Sexe, the which the Lozd hath framed and made meete and 
P2:oficable fo) the man. 


— 


8 Heehath taught Ambiguttie and deſpalre of the din 


his Solace, 


loue and inercie, to the hozrivle anguiſh of conſcience euen in 
the wiſeff and holy men. 
9 HÞeeſeemeth to caſt into ſuſpenſs the ſabſfance and be- 
1 2 the ſoule of man, 
10 He denieth plainelythe life and ſenſe ol mans ſoule after 
ath. 


11 Hee ſudgeth a man ſo deuopde of reaſon and tudge- 
_— that hee knoweth not, what is good foz- himſelle in this 
ile 
12 The Ring himlelſe being atranſgreſſour, deemeth the 
nt of all men, condemning them of ſinne and vnrighteouſ- 
neſſe. 
3 Hee aſcribeth all that to Time and chance, the which 
we intlp attribute to the diuine Pꝛouidence. 
14 Yee encourageth men to a pzodigall waſting out of 
their pzouilion; wealth and ſubſtance. 
1 5 hee hath ſet no difference betweene the righteous and 
the wicked, the holy and pzofane, as touching their concluſion, 
ends _ reward. 
Hee holdeth, that a man hath no power of his owne 
life e power , mur- 
ther ences, as Saul did. 
7 Heehath intiſed yong men to fake their W of | 
*. and to follow after their owne luſtes. 
Loe theſe and ſuch like things are obſected, 
And is it ( indeed) ſo ?ſaive Zadok : Howbeit, J nothing z:doke anſw; 
doubt howe to reſalue thoſe doubts andanſwere thoſe oblectt-to all the fore 
ons fo pour content. viz, mer obiecu- 
Fielk, it is oblected (as pee lalde) that the King bath com- Touching: 
bined the wiſeman with thefoole in the ſame condition «+ effi- the combina- 
mation. Df what wozdes of the Ring ſhould that be gathe- tion of the 
red, as pee ſuppoſe? Ol theſe (lade Abiather) that ſpeaking __ "pra with: 
both ol the wiſemanand al the foole,ſaid by and by, 7 Res rar fee 
the ſame condition fallethto them all: and thereupon he reſolued: & 2 
It befalleth untome , atit befalleth onto the foole + wherefore then 
labour I to bee mere wiſe ? Js this ( anſwered Zadek) the 
ground of that obiection, and will pee ſo conclude of the 
Rings graue wozds:Alasthe groſſe ignoꝛante ofvaine men? | 


— 


3542s 


| King Senden 


and pet how haſtie are they to iudge of that theyneither know 
noꝛ are able to appꝛehend. Thus the blind man is ſaid to iudge 


ol colours. Powbeit, peſhallconſider with me, that the king 


bath not ſaid it abſolutely oz fimply that the wiße· man is no bet · 
ter then the ole, but in this ſenſe Z meaning: Firſt as we vſe to 


ſap, that Fooles haue ſoꝛtune: meaning that a wiſe- man by 


his pꝛoper wiſedom, ſtudie, and power can effect nothing moze, 


then doth a loole ol anp thing he takes in hand, without the wil, 


wiſedom, power and pꝛouidence ol God: becauſe things are 
not placed in the will and abilitle of man but as moſt meete re 
maine foz euer in the will and power of God, who often giueth 
the ſame Lot to the foole, as he doth to the wiſe-man of this 
wozlde. Mert, that there is one and the like ende (as tou⸗ 
ching the body) and the like conditiõ in riches, health, pouerty, 
licknes and ſuch aduentures of this life, both ol the wiſe and vn- 
wiſe: other wiſe the K.hath ſaidit, and no man can denie it, that 
there it more vtilitie in wiſedom, then in folly : as the light is moꝛe 
deſired, then the darkeneſſe, and that the wile man is pꝛeler⸗ 


rid beſaone the foole : fo2 the wi/e-mans yes are in hit bead, Bᷣut the 
faole walleth in darkxes, And pet heere we may note, that the 


Obiect, 2. 


Accles. 3. 18. 
Ig. 


King ſpeaketh not of the wiſedome of Gods ſpirit, but ofthat 
bumane wiſedome belonging to the reaſon of man which it in 

z on (as nolv vader ſinne) is comparable tothe vanitie of a 
oole, — 

Secondly pe obiected, that the Ring hath compared a man 
with a beaſt in the ſemblable condition: but I pꝛap Sir, from 
whence is that gathered? It is taken ſapd Abiather out of 
thoſe woꝛds which the K. lately vttred, viz. 7con/idered in mine 
heart the ſtate of the children of men, that God had purged the: yet to 
ſee to, their are in thiſelves beaſts :for the condition o he ſons of men 


Eibe conditionsf beaſts are even one condition ⁊ nto thẽ: at the one 


dyeth,ſo dyeth the other: ſo they have allone breath, and there itno 
excellecie of a ma above the beaſt, for they are al vanuitie. Now, this 
v2geth many mens conſciences, that a man which hath a reaſo⸗ 
nable ſoule, Honldbe made equall with the beaſt. Ve haue ſayd 
(anſweredzadok) pet haue pe not told me, noz can tell me in⸗ 


Man differeth d&d, when oz where the Ring euer ſald, that a man viffereth 
fromabeaſt, Nothing from a beaſt. At is true that he ſo compared them as 


touching 
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touching the body which is of the earth ſubfect to coꝛruption, 
mutabilitie, miſerp and death (as befoze it is ſaid) foz a memo- 
rie whereof the Loꝛd God made garments koꝛ Adam, of the 
ſkinnes ef beaſts. Alſo as touching any fozeſight oz know - 
ledge either of the dap ol his death, oꝛ of that which commeth 
to paſſe after him, che which (as ſaid holy Job) who knoweth. 
among the childꝛen of men? Other wiſe the King hath ſaide, 
that the Spirit of mangoeth upward, evento God that gave it: but 
the breath of a beaſt falleth aowne into the earth. Agame, he hath 
ſpoken mot pꝛofoundly oĩ mans truefelicitie, and directeth him 
the way to the ſame. | 
Thirdip, ve ſaid that the King definedmansfelicitte inea- 3· Obiect. 
ting, dꝛinking, and carnall pleaſures: where is that definition of mans fell. 
| found? There (quod Aabiather) where the Ming hath ſaide : £7 
There ir noprofit to a man: but that he eate and drinke and delight 92 
his ſoule with the pr ofit of his labour. And therefoze (ſaid Zadok) 
doth the king define the lelicitie of man in eating dzinking,ſpo2- 
ting 4c. That is noperfec conſequence, & ve vtterly miſtake 
him. Fo2 contrary to that beaſtlp behauioz of carnall and vo⸗ 
luptuous perſons, he ſheweththe true ble of the creatures, ac · 
coꝛding to the dinine oꝛdinatiõ, the which pet no man lining tan 
enioy to pꝛoſit without his eſpeciall grace ⁊᷑ bleſſing, beeing all 
that a mã map expect oꝛ lok fo2 in his life. Foz this is Gods gilt 
(as the K bath often ſaid) ho wſoeuer a ma by his own wiſdom, 
wit, reaſon, power x agilityſ&emeth able either to effect oz com⸗ 
gehend the ſame in time e place: c thorefoze ſhouldbe ved and Opie gion: 
eſteemed with thankfulnelle to God. 4. Ve ſaid further that he The liviog 8 
King ſeemeth to preferre death befone life & the dead before the li- the dead, 
ving &c.Yea,ſaid Abiather: fo2 the K.hath plainly ſaid: I have Cap. 4. 2. 3. 
praiſed the dead which nome are dead, above the lrung which are 
yet alive: and him better, thenthem both, which hath uot yet beene, 
And this is very abſurde, foz all men know, r it cannot bee de⸗ ; 
med y life is better the death. Koꝛ Gbd hath made lif?,+death ig Lite & deatk * 
the pꝛiuation therof.⁊ gard of ſin, Yea, himſell hath ſaid, at a 
another time, that a/zving dogge is better then a dead Jyon, in re- 
gatd of the ercellentie of life befoze death. But the king (ſaidza- Anſyere,. 
dok) hath ſaid it not ſimply, oꝛ in that he abſolutely comendeth 
death, oz condemneth life, but by the wap ol a compariſon, 


namely, 


King Solomon 
The ow oy namelp, in reſpect of the great euils where with men are com- 
— A monly tozmented in this life. Fo2 why they that bee dead, are 
this life, now lreed fromthole intollerable afflictions, e do reſt as quiet, 
Iob.z 13. andateaſein their bodies: alluding to the woꝛds of lob, who 
| thzongh the vehemencie of his affiicttons, and infirmitte of 
bis fleſh , wiſhed hee bad beene dead: ſaping, For /o ſbould I 
now have lyen and beene quiet, I ſhould have ſlept then and beene at 
reſt, with the Kings and counſellors of the earth, which have þuil- 
ded themſelves deſolate places ec. Againe , The withed have 
there ceaſſed from their tyrannie , and there they that laboured 
valiantly are at reſt, The priſoners reſt together aud heare not the 
voyce of the oppreſſour. T here are ſmall and great, and the ſer- 
vaut is free from his maiſter.Againe,vherefore is the light given to 
him that is in miſerie & life to the that have heavy hearts? In this 
reſpect ſpeaketh alſo the king of /e and death, And he meaneth 
the life of this wozld, and the death of the body, and not the de 
ſerts ol them that liue; noꝛ the ſinnes of them that dye, and that 
N alter the maner ol men. Other wiſe, we may not think but that 
The righte · the godly, the faithfull and the righteous which bee dead, as 


| * cos chatbe Noah, Abrahã, Iſaack, Iacob, Moſes, Samuel, Ioſeph and 


dead are at 


20. ſuch, are in better caſe, then they which yet line. Foz they bee 
bleſſed and no paine can oppꝛeſſe oz touch them. Therfoze this 

is the deſire ol them that here liue in the Lozd 2 hat they may be 

diſſolved to die, and dmell with the Lord in eternall happmes. In 

the like ſozt hath the king ſpoken touching him which is not 

halts was pet bozne. Fo2 he laith not abſolutely, that he which was ne- 
yet borne is Ver.noz he which ſhall not be bozne, no2 he that is not and ſhall 
bappier. neuer be, is happier then he which liueth and is, but, that alter 
the iudgement of men, in regard of thoſe mightie troubles that 

ouertake men in the woꝛld it ſeemeth to be better not to be at 

all, then to be made ſubieck and thzall to thoſe troubles; And 

pet, who knoweth not ( which hath wiſedome / that the King 

might ſpeake ſo touching the wicked which nowe line in the 
wozlde, and are appointed to eternall toꝛment and miſerie af- 
ter death. Fo? in this reſpect, the poꝛeſt w2etch that euer li- 
ved in the wozlde, nowe by death tranſlated into Celeſtiall 

happineſſe, is by thouſands pzeferredbefoze the higheſt Poten- 
tate, oz Load that liueth on the earth, and (by his Ty2anny, 
: oppꝛeſſion, 
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ce. | I52 
opp2eſſion, and heynons iniquities) is by the iuſt ſudge- 
ment ol GDD ozdatnedfoz the fyer ol Zepher and perpe⸗ 
tuall miſerfe. Otherwiſe J knowe well, that the King 
pꝛelerreth not death befoze life, noz the dead befo2e the li 
uing, knowing that G DD hath made life foz his glozie, 
and men in this life to ſet foozth theſame. Neither is he ig- 
noꝛant of this (as hee is moſt wiſe) that as the righteous 
which bee departed from this woꝛlde are happyer then they 
which pet line and ſuſtaine and fele the miſeries of the ſame : 
ſois it much better foꝛ them to bee as they are, notwithſtan- 
ding opp2eſſed in this woꝛlde, with all the miſer ies thereof, 
in full hope and aſſurance of eternall felicitie, then that they 
ſhould not bee at all. Finally, i the wozdes might bee ta⸗ 
ken without reſpec oz relation to the miſerable affapꝛes of 
men in the kingdome of vanitie, who will not beleeue, 
that thoſe holy Patriarches and Fathers, which are lapd vp 
in peace, are moze happy then any of vs whichnowe line : 
and that the holy Meſsiah whom the Ring p2efigureth, 
not pet bozne , but to bee bozne heereafcer , is farre to bee 
pꝛeferred and extolled foz happineſſe and honour befoze ei- 
ther ol both? Therefoze the Kings woꝛdes truely vnder- 
Rood, neede not to offend any, but rather to in- 
ffruct and comfozt all, aſwell them which 
are pꝛeſent, as thoſe in 
poſteritie. 


|. Car, 


King Solomon 


—— 


8 —_ —_— _—— 1 4 ey _ 


— ed Land —— 4 — * 


Cay. XXXIX. 


Zadoke anſwereth to Sixe other obiections for the King. 
5. OF Iuſtice, wiſedome. 6. Quietnes. 7, Of women. 
8. / Gods love. g. Of the Soules being. 10, Of the 
ſenſe of the ſoult after atath. 


71 Adokep;oceeding, ſaide againe to 
CY || Abiather: pee haue ſaide (as J well 
remember) that our Loꝛd King So⸗ 
n lomon m his words hath diſcouraged 
allmen from the perfection ef wiſedom, 
aud from the exquiſite Inflice. Out 
of what woꝛdes of his, is this pꝛeſu- 
A med? can pe tell me? pea (ſaid Abi 

2 ather) and of theſe his ſpeeches late⸗ 
ly vttered in your owne hearing: Bee thou not inſt overmuch: 

Eecles. y. is. neither makethy ſelſe over wiſe: wherefore ſpoulaſt thou bee de- 
Antwere, folate? Af pee gather from hence (ſaid Zadok ) then J map 
well dente your conſequence : Foꝛ pee ſhould haue diſtingui- 

ſhed of theſe: woꝛds Juſtice and M iſedome. Foz there is, the 

Juſtice and wiſedome of God: and there is, that Jullice 

and wiſedome of men. The King in thoſe his woꝛds hath not 

dillwaded any man lutng from the inueſfigation and lear 

ching after the Juſtice and #7:/edom of God, fo2 the which a man 

chould euer hunger and thirſt, and neuer bee weary oꝛ faiat to 

ſeeke to obtaine the ſame, as moſt diuine graces and vertues 

in this life. Neither doeth the King deſiſt from this deſire and 

tontinuall exerciſe, although hee boe paſſing wiſe, knowing, 

that no man in this woꝛld ſhall pet be able to attaine to the fall 

perfection therof,and therfoze may pet ſtriue and endeuoꝛ euery 

day to come neerer, and ſo neere, as he can, with all kinde of 

ſtudpes and exerciſes befoze his death, perſwading pet, that the 

better hee ſhall be furniſhed in theſe vertues, the moze hee _ 
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his Solace. 173 


be able tofef foozth the pꝛaile and gloꝛy of God aniong men, 
and pꝛepare himſeife loꝛ the company of the holy Angels. But 


in this ſaying of the R. is ment the political, 03 civile wiſedowe, Not to be over 


the like Juſtice, the which is vſed in the gouerning or a Cõmon⸗ vile nor too 
wealth, oz a famille, oꝛ the external life of man. And herein, 
he would that men ſhould not ſerme to be moe wiſe, then the: 
wiſedome ol God requireth : that is, that they bee not wile in 
pꝛoper conteit, not to bee ſabtle Sophiſters, noz crafcie diſpu⸗ 
ters, noꝛ deceiuers, noꝛ circumuentoꝛs of others, noꝛ wiſe to 
the wozlde, noꝛ ſuch as the Serpent was, which tempted and 
beguiled Hevah : buf rather, that they bee wiſe to ſobꝛietie. 
Againe, hee would that men ſhould not bee ouer iuſt, that is, 
that they be not to quick cenſoꝛs, noꝛ haſtie accuſers of others 
noꝛ too ſevere exactoꝛs ot the extremitie of laws againſt euery 
offender, either in his own houſe among his ſeruants, oꝛ in the 
Common - wealth among his citizens, But rather, that Zq#i- Equitie is of 
tie ſhould be reſpected: foz hee that will bee either ſo oner wile requeſt. 
to ſee all things: oꝛ ſo oner iuſt to coꝛrect, punith oz controll 
all things, and neither fo winke at ſome things, noꝛ to mitigate 
the rigoꝛ of the lawin other things. ſhal neuer be able either to 
rule happilp, oꝛ to liue quietly, either in the commonwealth, oꝛ 
within the gates of his owne houſe. Nowe J hope ee well 
vnderſtand the Bing in this point: But pee haue obiedded a- 5 obiec ot 
gaine, that he K ing condemned him that loveth quietnes, and fli- quietnes. 
eth from toylt andtroubis: wherein (as pee ſap) hee contrary- © 
eth himſelfe, commending elle · where the quiet life, Where 
haue pee found that: J vnderſtand well the Kings mea- 
ning by your woꝛdes in the fozmer (ſaide Abiather) and 
this latter obiegion is taken from that where hee ſayde: 
The Foole fol deth hit handes and eateth wp his owne fleſh, and Eccles. 4. 5. 
ſaith : that better is one morſell with quietneſſe then bath the 
handes full with labour and vexation of the ſpirit. Here bee 
calleth him a F-9/e that reſteth him content and quiet: 
and pet hee ſapde befoze in his Pꝛouerbes: Better it @ Pro 15.16. 
lutle with the feare ef GOD , then great treaſuret and trou- 
ble there-with. To this Zadoke anſwered, denying the The anſwere. 
conſequence fo2 that the Bing entended another thing in 
{pat his Ppouerbe, then hoedothin thole his latte _ 
| P 02 
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Foz there hee ſpake of the godly minde which is content with 
whatſoeuer it ſhallpleaſe God to giue it, and eſteemeth moꝛe of 

that little with quietneſſe in the feare ol God, which indeed) is 

great riches to the godly minde: but here he ſpeaketh of the idle 
and lluggiſh perſon: oz of him that is wearie oz diſcouraged in 

the perfozmance of his office oz dutie, by reaſon of the common 

emulations, ennies, croſſings and thwartings of his adnerſa- 

ries, and the afflictions and troubles which are incident to his 

calling and place. Such a one he callethafoole, and that woz- 

thily: foz whereas the Miſe man / notwithſtanding all theſe 

things) giueth not oner,noz is laint- bearted. but continueth his 

calling to the ende and is happy therein: the other being daun 

ted and peeldeth with the fooliſh Marpner to euery contrarp 

winde, and ſo periſheth to his diffame and endles miſerie. In 
tithis ſaping therefoꝛe, the King is not to be repꝛoued. But inthe 

7. Obeiction of ſeuenth place pe ſaid, that he King wat thought to condemme wo- 
ene mens Sexe. Map J alſo heare from whence this ſurmiſe is ta- 
7 gen: krom that (ad Abiather) where he ſaid. 7hic have 1 found 
ſeeling one by one, te finde the count: and yet my ſoule ſeeketh but I 

finde it not. I haue foumil one man of a thouſuud, but a woman a- 

mong them all have I noi found. And will they heereof conclude 

Anſwere (laid Zadok) that a woman therefoze is not found among the 
1 Saintes: oz that womans Sexe is pꝛophane, ę an euill thing: 
neth not wo- A deny the conſequence, fo pee wander karre fromthe kings 
mans ſene. meaning therin. It is very plaine, that howſoeuer the R. khnow⸗ 
eth that he hath bin deceiued and polluted with wicked women: 

and himſelfe hath ſpoken againſt the vngodly and ſtrange wo⸗ 

men and their vices: pet did he neuer condemne the ſexe oz kinde 
He ſpeaketh al Women , noz the godly woman and her vertues. But he 
by compariſon Þath ſpoken by way of compariſon, as thus: It of men there 
be found as fewe as one man of a thouſand, which vnderſtan- 
deth and conſidereth of the courſe ol mans affapzes, and of his 

vanities vnder the Sunne, and ok the cariage of things in this 

wozld( accoꝛding fo the will and pꝛouidence of God) ſurely of 

wamen there is not found one, within that number : foz il men 

hate not that wiſeds,how ſhould thoſe weaker veſſels, J mean 

womẽ: Howbeit, we may not foꝛ all vᷣthink that by this num 
ber certain, which he taketh foz a number vncertaine, e by this 
hyperbolicall 
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hyperbolicall ſpeach, hee vtterly excladeth all women from che 

life ofthe ſaints x number of the wiſe. Themight he bee found 

indeed to condemne Sarah, the wife of Abraham, and Rebec- 

ca the wife of Ifaack, and Hanna, the mother of Samuel, and 

the wife of Manoah the mother of Sãpſon, Ruth the Moa- 

biteſle, andRahab of Ierico, and Abigaal, and Bethſabee 

the kings mother, e others of the generation of the inſt, which 

are ſo much commended in the holy wꝛite. But the Ring in his 

wiſedome knowing the ercellenc ie ol ſuch women, hath woz- 

thilp p2apſed them and their vertues : ſaying: The woman that 10431. 
feareth the Lora ſualbe cũmended: give her the fruit of her hands 

and let her owne works prai/e her openly, And he ſaid againe, har 
ſuch awoman ſhall be given bythe Lord for a good portion to ſuch a 

man as feareth him. *8, Pe haue ſaid that he King hath taught a8. Obiection 
daubtfulues of the Love & mercy of God. But let me heare of of the doubt 
what woꝛds ye haue taken that / The king hath ofte ſaid ( quod er Gods 
Abiather) that No manknowetheuher loveor hatred of all that 8 % _ "ag 
is before them. And doth this {ſapde zadoke) teach vs a doubt- a 5 
fulnes of the lone and mercy ol God towardes his childꝛen in 

this life? No truely, foz by this he ſpeaketh of an other thing, as 
- firſt,y conſidering the manifold confufions ol mans affap2es in 
this wo2ld,no man in the view thereol, oꝛ of any other external , m. 
thing, can take cenſure of matters diuine, noz truely diſcerne, j,qge of 4. 
What things he ought either to choſe oz refuſe in this woꝛld. vine things by 
Foz the Lo2d ſendeth both p2oſperitie and aduer ſitie aſwell to theſe externall 
the wicked as to the godly. Next the King knoweth, that albeit bing. 
the ſoules of the righteous bee in the hand of G O D, ſo that 

none euill may touch them: pet luch is the cozrupt iudge ; 
ment of fleſh and blood, ignozant of GO D and of his 
wayes, that he neuer ſomuch as conſidereth what kinde of men Men congder 
theyare which God loueth, and what kinde of men they are not wks God 
which God hateth: and thereloꝛe are they no moꝛe louing noz cicher ouch 
thankfull vnto the godly whom the Loꝛde loueth ( howſoeuer haterh, 
they haue well deſerued ) then they are vnto the vngodly, „ 0;caion ot 
which neither feare God, noꝛ endeuoz to benefite his Church, the ſoule. 
Pee further obfeced that che King hath caſt into doubt the Cha-3-21. 
being of the Soule. I pꝛap, what hath he ſayde to occaſion this 
conceite of him? he hath ſapd (quod Abiather) ho Kom eth 

| P 2 whether 
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King Solomon 
Foz there hee ſpake of the godly minde which is content with 
whatſoeuer it ſhailpleaſe God to giue if, and eſteemeth moze ok 
that little with quietneſſe in the feare of God, which ( indeed) is 
great riches to the godly minde: but here he ſpeaketh ol the idle 
and liuggich perſon: oꝛ of him that is wearie o2 diſcouraged in 
the perfozmance of his office oz dutie, by reaſon of the common 
emulations, ennies, croſſings and thwartings of his aduerſa- 
ries, and the afflictions and troubles which are incident to his 
calling and place. Such a one he calleth afoole, and that woz- 
thily: foz whereas the Wiſe-man / notwithſtanding all theſe 
things) giueth not oner,noz is faint-bearted,but continueth his 
calling to the ende and is happy therein: the other being daun 
ted and peeldeth with the fooliſh Parpner to euery contrarp 

winde, and ſo periſheth to his diffame and endles miſerie. In 
ithis ſaping therefoze,the King is not to be repꝛoued. But inthe 

7 Obeiction of ſeuenth place pe ſaid, that :e King was thought to condemme wo- 

e mens Sexe. Map J allo heare from whence this ſurmiſe is ta- 

7 gene krom that (aid Abiather) where he ſaid. 2 hit have 1 found. 
ſeelbing one by one, to finde the count: and yet my ſoule ſecketh bat I 
finde ut not. I haue found one man of a thouſaud, but a woman 4. 
mong them all have I not found. And will they beereof conclude 

Anſwere. (ſaid Zadok) that a woman therefoze is not found among the 

He condem. Saintes? oz that womans Sexe is pzophane, ę an euill thing? 

neth not wo. A deny the conſequence, fo2 pee wander farre fromthe kings 

mans ſene. meaning therin. It is very plaine, that howſoeuer the R. know⸗ 
eth that he hath bin deceiued and polluted with wicked women: 

and himlſelfe hath ſpoken againſt the vngodly and ſtrange wo⸗ 
| men and their vices: yet did he neuer condemne the ſexe 02 kinde 

He ſpeaker dl Women , nas the godly womanand her vertues, But he 

by compariſon hũth ſpoken by way of compariſon, as thus: If of men there 
be found as fewe as one man of a thouſand, which vnderſtan- 
deth and conſidereth of the courſe ol mans affapꝛes, and of his 
vanities vnder the Sunne, and of the cariage of things in this 
woꝛld (accoꝛding to the will and pꝛouidence of God) ſurelp of 
wamen there is not found one, within that number : foz il men 
haue not that wiſeds,how ſhould thoſe weaker veſſels, A mean 
wome:Howbeic, we may not foz all ythink that by this num- 
ber certain, which he taketh foz a number vncertaine,4 by this 

hypperbolicall 
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hyperbolicall ſpeach, hee vtterly excladeth all women from che 
life ofthe ſaints x number of the wiſe. Thẽ might he bee found 
indeed focondemne Sarah, the wife of Abraham,and Rebec- 
ca the wife of 1ſaack, and Hanna, the mother of Samuel, and 
the wife of Manoah the mother of Sãpſon, Ruth the Moa- 
biteſle, ànd Rahab of Icrico, and Abigaal, andBethſabee 
the kings mother, others of the generation of the iuſt, which 
are ſo much commended in the holy wzite. But the King in his 
wiſedome knowing the excellencie ol ſuch women, hath woz- 
thily pꝛayſed them and their vertues: ſaying; The woman that Fro · zi. 
feareththe Lord ſualbe cũmended: give her the fruit of her hands 
and let her owne works praiſe her openly, Ind he ſaid agame, hat 
ſuch awoman ſhall be given bythe Lord for a good portion to ſuch a 
man as feareth him. *8, Pe haue ſaid that he King hathraught a8. Obiection 
daubtfulues of the Love & mercy of God . But let me heare of of the doubr- 
what woꝛds pe haue taken that ? The king hath ofte ſaid(quod lulncofGads 
Abiather) that No manknowethetther loveor hatred of all that oh S 8 
is before them. And doth this ( ſayde zadoke) teach vs a doubt- door ; 
fulnes of the [one andmercp of God towardes his childzen in 
this life? No truely, foz by this be ſpeaketh of an other thing, as 
firft,y conſidering the manifold confuſions ol mans affapꝛes in 
this wozld,no man in the view thereof, o2 of any other external , __ 
thing, can take cenſure of matters diuine, noz truely diſcerne, iugge of di. 
What things he ought either to chaſe oz reluſe in this world. vine things by 
Foz the Loꝛd ſendeth both p2oſperitie and aduer ſitie aſwell to theſe external 
the wicked as to the godly. Mert the King knoweth, that albeit inge 
the ſoules of the righteous bee in the hand ol G O D, ſo that 
none euill may touch them: pet ſuch is the cozrupt indge- 
ment of fleſh and blood, ignozant of GO D and of his 
wapes, that he neuer ſomuch as conſidereth what kinde of men Men congder 
theyare which God loueth, and what kinde ol men they are not whs God 
which God hateth: and therefoze are they no moze louing noz <7 loucth 
thankfull vnto the godly whom the Loꝛde loueth (howſoeuer "fe | 
they haue well deſerued) then they are vnto the vngodly, . Oc ction ot 
which neither feare God, no2 endeuoꝛ to benefite his Church. the ſoule. 
Pee further obtected that he King hath caſt into doubt the Cha. 21. 
being of the Soule, J pꝛap, what bath he ſayde to occaſion this 
conceite of him? he hath ſayd (quod Abiather) ho knoweth 
| P 2 whether 


PR 


Kirg Solc men 


whether the ſoule of man aſcerdeth upward, and the ſpirite of the 

beaFt deſcendeth dowwward to the earth?As who ſheuldvehemet- 

; ty affirme,that no man knoweth the life, oz being ol the ſonle+ 

Mans judge» Ergo he doubte th thereof. J deny that (ſaid Zadoke)foz albeit 
ment of the the naturall man neither knoweth, noꝛ vnderſtandeth this by 
foulc of a man his reaſon : pet the godly man by his faith beleeueth and com- 
pꝛehendeth it. The purpoſe of the King therefoze in theſe 

woꝛds is toſet foo2th the imaginatiou of the childꝛen ol men. 

which cannot coneeiue by any wiledome oz reaſon of man, that 

the ſoule of man is immoztall,and aſcendeth vp into heauen af- 

ter his diffolution : no moze then doth the bzeath ofa beaſt, Pe 

haue ſaid alſo that he K. doubteth of the life & ſenſe of the humane 

; ſoule Pea( ſaid Abiather) foz be ſaith: V hoſocver is ioyned to the 
mu rer ling there is hope: for it is better to a living dog, the to a dead Lys 
key oj © © en fo the living know that they ſhal die but the dead know nothing as 
Chap.s 5. 9.10, all, N either haze they any more a reward: fortheir remẽ brance i 

N forgotte, Alſo their love, & their hatred, and their envy is nom peri- 
h ſhed, & they have no more portiõ for ever inal that is done under the 
Anſwere ſun, To this anſwered Zad ok, I meruaile what ſhould mone 
| anpman to think by theſe wozds, that the king doubteth of the 
life and ſenſe of the ſoule after his departure, as therein to giue 
aime to the opinion of them that thinke the ſoules doe either 
die, oꝛ ſleepe vntill the iudgement which is to come; ſocontrarp 
Almen are fo tbeboly Scriptures and beliefe of our Fathers: fo2 Solo- 
2dmoniſhed to Mon hath no ſuch aime noz meaning. But hee ſpeaketh of 
vie the time of the dead and not of the ſoules which line koꝛ euer: and wiſheth 
| eee e all men to vie the time of their liſe and pꝛeſent oppoztunitie, 
vocation foz the exerttüng and perfozming of the woozkes of their 
vFztion fo2 the benefite of the Church, the good of the 
Common-wealth , the diſcharge of duties, and the gloꝛie 

of GO D. Fo? that by death (which daply dzaweth on 

them) all men are depriued of all ſenſe, wozke and labour 

of this life, to doe thencekooꝛth therein either good oz euill. 

Foz they bane finiſhed their courſe , played their partes, 

and cannot returne either to perfect their defectes oꝛ to ſup- 

ply their wants in the perfozmice ol that dutie wherunto they 

were both created and called: but mult from hence fooꝛth let 

all alone foz euer, that ſo the tree might lie, wheras it is fallen: 

CThereloꝛe 
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Chereloꝛe the king would that men ſhould reſpect the ende ol Re pecte the 
their Creation and calling, and not to neglect oz paſſe duer the end. 
ſitteſt times of wozkingandeffeaing their duties in the ſame. 

This is the kings purpole, and not, that hee either denyeth oꝛ 
doubteth of the immoztalitte 02 ſenſe of the ſoule of ma, wherol 

I haue heard him ſap, hat departing hence it goeth to God, which gecles 12. 
gave it: and that he ſoulesof the righteous are in the hand of God, 

and there ſball none evill touch them. Foz though in the light of 

the vnwiſe they apeare to dye, their ende is taken fo2 miſerie, 

and their depar ting from vs to bee a very deſtruction: pet are 

they at veſt, and their hope is full of: immortalitie. The inlt 

ſhall liue fo2 ener. Moꝛeouer the Ring as hee had well lear- 

ned and vnderſtood: ſo he like wiſe remembꝛed Jobs reſolution, 

where he laid: / am ſure that my Redetmer liveth, and that I ſhall lob. 19. 25. 
riſe out of the earth in the latter day: aud ſhall ber cv ed againe 

with my skinne,, aud ſhall ſee Godin my fleſh : whom I my ſelfe ſhall 
ſee, and mine e yes ſhall behold, and noae ot her for me, Z his my hope 

i layd q in mine heart. Thus haue Janſwerd ten of your Ob- 

iections (Abiather) in which mine anſweres, let mee know 

whether pour minde be ſatilſied. To this anſwered Abiatherz 

pe haue well ſatiſfied me( moſt reuerend lat her) thereloꝛe J will 

not reply, and J doubt not, but that pe haue alſo plea- 
ſed all the Lo2ds aſſembled. And we (ſapd the 
Lozds) hold our mindes well reſolued 
in thoſe doubtfull poyntes, and 
are thankefull foz 

the ſame. 


King Solomon 


. 
Zadok anſwereth to fower other pointes obieied » wiz, 
11. Of the ignorance of man. 12. of his imperfetti- 
en: 13. of tyme and chance, 14. of liberality and 


- 


prodig ality 


| Adok pet pzoceeded, and ſaid to 4. 
biather J pet remeber that further 
Je ve obiected, that our Lozd king So- 
A lomon , inudged a men ſo deuoide of 
DA rca/or ar that hee knoweth not what 
— hing ir good for himſelfe in hir life, yea 
( ſatde Abiather) and thus J haue 


_ | ef mans igno- 
rance. 


Eccles. 6. u, 5 hard him to expoſtulate. h krow- 
| 4 — eth what it good for man in the life, and 
in the number of the daies of the life of 5 vanuy, ſeing he maketh 

them as aſhadow? And well might the king tbus fay(ſatde Za- 

Theworls ok) in this reſpect, that no man knoweth in what eſlateto 


hath ſo many lite, wherein fo find perfect peace, quietnes and contentation 
confuſions hat in this wozld, foz as the wozld is ſet on miſchiefe ſo is euery 
the naturall tzind of eſtate and condition of man in the ſame, oppꝛeſſed with 
gu bat to miſeries, andexpoſed to vanities . Beſides that it is true e- 
chuſc or refuſe Bough, that the ſenſuall man ( after his natur all fooliſhneſſe) 
in the fame, P2eferreth thoſe thinges that bee eulll befoze the thinges that 
be good: neither is he able to iudge with an vpꝛight iudgement 

02 to diſcerne betweene the one and the other, being blinded 

thꝛough his concupiſcente as a beaſt of bis owne knowledge , 

and in his whole life, made ſubtect to vanitie. And as diuerſe 

diſeaſes require diuerſe medicines, as the deſires ol old men re · 

quire one thing, and the luſts ol poung men another thing, and 

either age palſeth away as a ſhadow: ſo the affaires of men 

are euer changed and carried to an vncertaine end, themſelues 

Attend the being euer vncertaine of future euents. Therefoze they ſhould 
preſent things learns ts attend tte thinges pꝛeſent with diligence, waigh 
_ der of them with wildome, and commend to the Loꝛd thoſe thinges 
eue that are to enſew. And albeit they cannot eiche w all vanity , 

thep ſhould not pet bee conquered ol vanity but be wiſe - God 

. rong 


his Solace. 


them thereafter ſo far (ozth, as thepneglectnot to leaue a good 


repozt with the poſteritie. Nee haue further obtected ( Abia- 2 


perfection and 


ſinne. 


bath ſaid it openlie: hat there it no man inſt ox the earth, that doth Cap. 1. 22. 


ther) that the king being a tranlgreſſoꝛ himſelfe, condemneth 
all other men ol tranſgreſſion? Indeede laid ( Abiather)the king 


good and ſinnet hh not. And pet we know by the teſtimonie of ho⸗ 
ly Scripture, that Habel, Noah, Abraham, Iob, and others 
wer? iuſt men in their times. It is true ( ſaid Zadok)that the 


king bath ſo lade, as he might very well ſap . The occaſion ol o man ;, ; + 
his wozds was taken from the conſideration ofthe, which be- and dancth 
ing either wiſe in their pꝛoper conceits, oꝛ to quick cenſoꝛs and a 


coꝛre ctoꝛs ofother men, fee not into their owne ſinnes, imper 
fecfions and infirmifies, neither conũder thep of the imperfe- 
ctions andinfirmities of other men: loꝛ he that is an (offender 
bimſeife,ſhonld not exact th'extremitie of the law againſt other 
men which be offenders: fo2 it is a ſhame foz the teacher oz coz- 
rectoꝛ of others faultes to bee found guilty in the ſame faultes. 
That men therefoze ſhould not de too ſcuere exactoꝛs againſt 
others, he ſaith; There is no man inft vpon the earth who when he 
doth well, doth not ſinne, or offend alſa. Therefoze , let not men 
koꝛget themſelues and their obone imperfections, whenſoener 
they take in hand to repꝛooue, puniſh, oꝛ coꝛrect others, neither 
let them do to others which they would not that others ſhould 
doe vnto them. At the leaſt. let them not diſſemble their owne 
faults, to their owne conſciences (as thinking their owne 
ſitines to be no ſinnes at all) whiles they cenſure, iudge, con · 
demne and puniſh others. Bozeouer,if the ſentence ſhould bee 
taken oz. conſidered abſolutely without anpreſpect of that foz- 
mer ocaſion, we ſhal neuertheles find it true enough that enery 
man is a ſinner, that there is no mů liuing on the earth able to 
iuſtiãe himſell befoze the Loꝛd, as both the K, lather in his holy 
ſongs. alſo the patient man Job in his ſapings haue teſtiſied. 


There ſhall no mortal man compar d with God of might, 214d. 143.3. 


Ze inftified ; becauſe no manis righteons in his fight. 


156 
ttrong in his power and endenour to lead a tut and anhoneſt 
life without the excelline care of that which ſhall oz may betide 


ot. 


Nor can he anſwere well if with hm he contend, Tob.g.ze 


one of a thouſand fold thereby himſelſe for to defend. 
| 4 Therefoze 


King Solomon 

Therefoze we finde that Habel, and Noah, Abraham. and 

Iob, being but men (although they were lultified by their faith, 
and called righteous men both by that, and becauſe they were 
moꝛe iuſt in compariſon then many others: were neuertheleſſe 
ſinners:pea, and euen then whiles they did that which in nature 
was god, either by reaſon of oꝛiginall concupiſcence, oꝛ foz the 
defect of ſome circumſtãces in oz about that god. Fo? the ſaints 
and the beſt man liuing on the earth ( put Meſsiali apart) can- 
not poſſibly be cleare, t without ſin, ſo long as they carte about 
them their earthly tabernacle, noz are they able to doe oz effect 
that which god is. Now if the iuſteſt man is not only accuſed, 
but condemned, t his beſt woꝛks blemithed: Alas, what an hea⸗ 
uy dome ſhalbe caſt on the vnrighteous? and eugly ſhall his 
deeds bee in the fight of God, howſoeuer hee glance in beautie 
beloꝛe men: Well therefoze might the king accuſe all men, and 
condemne ſin in the, e pet not therein iuſtiſte himſell, but with 
and among them both accuſe and condemne himſelle, as cuerp 
5 man in that reſpect ſhould, thereby the ſoner to beware, that 
he cenſure not vnaduiſedlp, oꝛ to raſhly condemne others, leſt 
therein he bzing iudgement on his owne head: that he conſider 

ol other men by himſelf, 4 pzay to God with an humble mind, 

that thoſe imperfections ⁊ ſins both of nature andaction map 

be either purged oꝛ pardonedfoz the lake of holy Meſs:ah,who 

(indeed) ſupplyeth all ſuch wants ol perfection & gineth grace 

and beautie to all them that by faith depend on him, accoꝛding 

to that pꝛomiſe made to our father Aabraham ſaping: In thy 
ſeed ſhal all the kindꝛeds ol the earth be bleſſed: Further ye haue 

. obiected againſt the K. that he hath aſcribed all things to Time 

. Obiect. and Chante.Which we tuſtlp attribute to the diuine p20utdece. 

of time and =FJp2appon, what laid y K. to occaſion this conceit: He bath ſaid 

prac {quod Abiather)that he ſaw vnder the Sunne, that the rate is 

Eccles 9. lo. r nt to the ſwift, noꝛ the battell to the ſtrong, noꝛ pet bꝛeade to 

the wiſe, noꝛ alſo riches to men of bꝛderſtanding: neither 

pet fauour to men of knowledge: but Time and Chance com- 
meth to them all : foz neither doth a man know his time; but 

as the Fiſhes which are taken in an euill nette, and as the 

birdes that are caught in a ſnare : ſo are the childꝛen ol men 
ſnared in the cuill time 1 85 it falleth vppon him —_ 

ndee 


dictiõs andpurpoſes as he had befoze declared vnto holy men in 
and place:pet in reſpect onely of moꝛtall mans wiledome, pꝛo- 2; by chances 
vidence, oꝛ foꝛecaſt, althings come to paſſe,as by chance oꝛ Foz 


lone they are often ſnared and caught befoze they be aware, nei 
ther wil they take heede, although they be admoniſhed, becauſe 
thep haue neither faith, noꝛ the leare ol God, which men very 
ſeldom entertain within the limits of vanities kingdom. Thus 


_— faith,pietie and foꝛeſight of the general deluge were ſodainely 


bol the ſame in his oꝛdinary pꝛeaching: now this thing conũde 


his Solace. 157 
Indeede (quod Zadok) fo hath the King ſaive. Pow 
beit he ſaid not that the Goddes Fozcuneruleth oz bears ſway 
in the affaires ofmen:noz that allthinges in the woꝛlde happen 
and are caryed by chance, noꝛ teacheth he men to embzace that 
cyclopicall ſecuritie which ſome of the heathen fondlp'embzace; 
Noz hath the king vnderſtood this time and chance in that ſoꝛt 
oꝛ ſenſe wherein woꝛldly minded men cal Dccalion x Foztune 
Goddeſſes and to them attribute the totall guideand carriage 
ol all mens affay;es.contemning the whiles the moſt p2ofita- 
ble doctrine ol the pꝛouidence ol Bod, and the true obſeruation 


ol all thoſe ancient hiſtoꝛies, by the which the Loꝛde ol heauen 
bath beene witneiled to woꝛke his wozk accoꝛding to ſuch pze- 


the due time: But the king being moſt wiſe of all men, by this 
ſaping ſo pithie and patheticall, teacheth a that pꝛofoundlp, that 
howſoener God in his wiſdome and pꝛouidence decreeth,woz- 


keth andcompaſſethall things in good methode, meaſure, time ee 


come to men, 


tune (as they call it)foz wh, men foꝛeſee not. noꝛ know befoze 
band what ſhall ſucceede oꝛ come after them in their life: there- 


Cain, though otherwiſe ſubtle and enuious not foꝛeſeeing his 
owne deſtruction, noꝛ taking admonition by the Loꝛdes com- 
mination, which tolde him, that if he did euill his ſinnes ſhoulde 
be laid at the dooꝛes to be ſeene, he pꝛoceded in the compaſſing 
of his miſchieuous deuiſe, and ſo was curſed from the earth and 
\terward flatne. Thus, the old woꝛldlinges, whiles they did 
ate,dzinke,marie wiues, build houſes and ſpoꝛted, deuoide of 


and vna wares ouer whelmed in the dapes of Noah: whereof 
notwithſtanding the Lozd God certified Noah ſome hundzed 
and twenty yeeres beloꝛe, and he omitted not to admoniſh the 


red, that plague might ſeeme to betide them ( which would = * 
5 £ er 


Tadp 9.53. 
1. Sam · 17.49. 
1s King. 2.34 


King Solomon i 

ther koꝛeſee, noꝛ beleeue it) by chante: howſoener it was cer- 
tainelp decreed and appointed by the Lozde . In ſemblable ſo2f- 
the Sodomites and Gomorheans had their deſtruction falling 
on them, not expecting noꝛ fearing thereol, as by chance: J ſay 
by chance in reſpect of their want ol foꝛeknowledge, ozfeare: 
So godles Pharao the Egyptian Ring, and his hoaſt were 
ouer whelmed ſodainly in the red Sea, Abimelech was vna- 
wares killed by a Moman that caſt downe a peece of a mil- 
ſtone on his head : great Goliah was ſoone caſt downe by the 


Vinges father: Shimei and Ioab were, by an occaſion not 
thought on. bꝛought within the ſnare and caught(as the Loꝛde 


14. Obiect. ot 


prodigalitics 


Eccles11, I. 


appointed it) foꝛ their ſinnes. Many ſuch exainples are dayly 
befoze our eyesto bee ſeene, the which ho wſoeuer the vnwiſe 
and fooliſh little obſerue and conſider ol, are neuertheleſſe well 
noted of the wiſe to p2ofit and good vſe. Bythis therekoꝛe the 
King neither denieth the woꝛking, noꝛ infringeth the fozce of 
the dinine pꝛouldence, by the which he knoweth that all thinges 
in the woꝛld are both diſpoſed, carried and oꝛdered in a moſt per⸗ 
fect methode, howſoener they be hidden and conceiled from the 
knowledge r reaſon of them that inhabite within the domini⸗ 
ons of vanities kingdome, And trul p, in this, that the wozking 
of God and his waies are farre aboue and bepond the wit, wil- 
dome and reach of all men, the power, gloꝛie and maieſtie of the 
almightie is aduanced in al the wozld,and his Saints haue and 
retaine no meane inſtruction in their liues, and conſolation in 
al their alllictions. After this, (my L. Abiather) Jcall to mind 
another sblection olysurs, as namelp that the K. in ſome his 
late woꝛdes, ſhould encourage men to a pꝛodigall waſting and 
ſpending out ol their wealth and ſubſlance, without regarde 
what might thereof become . But let it pleaſe pou to tell me 
what thoſe the kings woꝛds are, wherol this doctrine might be 
gathered. It is a ſtrange thing to ſe e, how the ſimple truth is 
often inuerted and miſfaken , Men in publike places ſhoulde 
therefoze be well aduiſed, what woꝛdes they vtter, and explane 
obſcure ſentences by wile expoſitions. Thus (ſaid Abiather) 
ſpake the u. Caft foorth thy Bread uppon the face of the waters 
and after many dayeithou (palt findeit , ive a portion to ſeven and 
4l/o to eight for thou kyoweſt not whaz evill will bee on the 2 
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Alas (lad Zadoke ) how pernerfly they welt the kings god / avere. 


meaning in this ſingular metaphoz 2 Becanſethe king ſaid ca 
forth the bread onthe face of the Waters wil pe canclude, ergo he 
encourageth men ta pꝛodigalitie: and diſſolute waſfing away 
of their wealth? God loꝛbid, foꝛ he hath no ſuch meaning: But 
he exhoꝛteth men to be liberall und charitable: two excellent 
vertues: the would y therein they ſhouldextend of their welth 
in either parte without reſpect of perſons,o2 of reward, oꝛ hope 
ofgaine,o2 gloꝛy: that men ſhould help ſuch as be inned,trou- 
ble, miſery, x that cannot recopence oꝛ requite : and to commit 
the ſucceſſe and the regarde ol all retribution to the Loꝛd with- 
out all feare oz diſtruſt: Jn the doing whereof, it ſhall come ts 
paſſe, that men ſhall find againe that which they had laid out in 
one ſoꝛt oꝛ other: Fo2ſuch thinges are but as lent to him that 
will in due time repap , The Lora himſelſe will augment and 
bleſſe the baſket and the ſtoꝛe { as Moſes hathſatde) to them 
that keepe the Loꝛdes commandementes . Therfoze accoꝛding 
to this ſaying. men in the beſtowing of benefits oꝛ in the gining 
of their Almes, ſhould do like vnto thoſe which caſt foozth their 
things on the fleeting ſtreame: the things are thzowne foozth, 
and they bee carried away, and there is no care taken thereol, 
noꝛ hope of recouery againe : Somen ought to giue and diſ- 
pole of their riches in this life , eſpecially to thepooze and needy 
without hope ofrecompence oz reward: knowing wel that the 
reward thereof is with the Lozde, who fozgetteth not them 
that haue thus beſfowed of their wealth and thinges that 
the 1 OR D bath ginen them, and in the due time wil 


Deut. 28. 


duely recompence them. This the Ringes Father re- Plal. ez. 2. 


membꝛed when hee ſaide Bleſe the LORD O my ſoule, &- 
Forget not all hit retributiont. Mozeouer, by the face of the 
waters , Wee may not vnaptly vnderſtand the wet faces oz 
weeping eyes : and namely the pooze , the needy , the 
miſerable > which in regarde of their harde lotfs and af- 
flictions are conffrained to mourne : And further to ſhew 
that the ende of our good wozke oz charitable action ſhould- 
be þ beginning ol another p ſhold ſuccerd, he willeth men to gine 
and beſtow a part not onely the 7. day ( which is the end of one 
we&k)butallo the 8,day(Wisy beginning 


a wy 


" Prophanc, 


King Solomon 
Mherein allo hee wonlde that men which haue abundance 
ch oulde reſemble the full cloudes, which poure downe the raine 
without any reſpec ol places, oꝛ hope of recetuing therof again 
and ſhoulde be alſolike the trees, which in the autumne oz har 
velt time let fall their fruite fo2 ſuch as will gather thereof, and 
regard not the returne of the benefit.Lozthis is the meaning of 
the king in his wozdes, which are indeede right woꝛthy 
the memoꝛp and pꝛaiſe. Then replied Abiather. In truth 
(moſt reuerende Father) ye haue alſo in this fully ſatiſſied mee, 

and J truſt that pe haue no leſſe contented al theſe the Kings, 

. -Painces and ſeruantes. And wee (ſaid the Pꝛintes) are very 
wel pleaſed in theſe reſolutions. But itfthere be any thing els to 
beobieced,we would that pe did now remember it, that it may 
bee in like ſoꝛt anſwered : foz our hearty requeſt is, and the 
ſame ſhalbe continued, that it woulde pleaſe this moſt reue 
rend Father in pꝛeſence to anſwere and reſolue the doubtes⸗ 
that aſwel the poſteritie and others, as our ſelues hearing both 
th one and th other, may bee the better inſtructed & occaſtoned 
to thinke ruerently both of the King and of his woꝛds. And 

fruly, we eſteeme him a meete defender of the truth, who when 

be thinketh well, doth neither feare noz is aſhamed to ſpeake. 


Care, XLI. 
Zadokanſwereth tothe three laſtobieckions. 15. of the dif- 
ference betweene good and evill. G maus power of life: 


17.the young-mans leſſon. Moreo ver Solomons words 
are approved for veritie. Ti 


Biather p2oceeded foratify his objections and 


x5.ObicQtion ad: But wherefoze (I pꝛay pou) bath the 


ho | 8 : — 
of the holy and 12 king put no differẽce between the righteous and the 


6 wiched, betweene the holy and the prophane? A 
| might peraduenture anſwere pou (ſaide zadok) 
if pe couldecertify me fromthe which of all his wozdes they 
; ps ans aue 
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his Solace. 159 


haue kaken this to be obſectcd . They beue takenit (ſaid Abi- 
ather) ſrom thoſe his woꝛdes irhere pte haue htarde him ſay 
without retra cation oꝛ cozrection : I; Var peneih to rhe one as te Eccles. 9. 2 
the other: it geeth wih the rigiteous, as withithe vngodiy: wuh ile 
good and cleane, as with ihe vncleane: with him that offereth, as 
with him that of fereth nct᷑: like as it geeth with the vertuons, ſe go- ' 
eth it alſo with tbe ſinner, as it kappeneth vnto the periure d. ſo it 
happeneth alſo to him that fearethan oath , Among all thinges that 
come to paſſe under the Sunne, this is a miſery that it happeneth to 
al alike. Anathii isa cauſe thatthe hearts of me are ful f wickednes Anſwerey 
& madneſſe is in their mindes as long as they live untill they die. Co 
thisanfwered Zadok . Truelp, wiſedorne wouldperſwade, 
that befoze they had concluded againſt che King they had wiſely 
conſideredoneching w another, as the king hath alſo counſat- C . 25. 
ted. Foꝛ he hath olten laid to ouerthꝛow the ſtrength of their ar 
gument, that he thinketh in his minde that God bal ſeparate luis 
rigbteous from the ongealy, & then ſhalbe the indgement & time f | 
al counſals & works, Again he ſaith: /know that it ſhalbe wel wit oy a ee 
the that frare God & dorevertce before him. But u ſbal not be well t. * 
to the wir hed, neither [hal he prolog his daies: but even as a ſbadem e 
(val he be, hecauſe he feareth not God. Mherin he ſpeaketh much 
like his father, who laid the L. knoweth oz appꝛoueth y way of 
the rightecus,q he ſhal pꝛoſper: but the way ofthe vngodly ſhal 
perriſh.noz ſhal he be able to fad in tudgemet,noz in the cõgre 
gatið of 5ᷣ iuſt. Now therfoze(Abiarher)let theſe things 6 pla 
ces be cdſidered together. and ye ſhal find y the R. hath a double 
purpoſe therin as els where he hath ſad; Anſwer not a foole after 
hui foohſhnes;again;auſwere a foole after bis foohſhnes wherein, he 
wold, j an anſtvere be made met foz the queſtts, but not accoꝛ - 
ding to the folserpectatio;ſo the R. hath ſaid che iuſt is as the vn 
iuſt:ãgain, the iuſt is not hke the vniuſt:foꝛ in ſomethings they be 
_evpared in this woꝛld, but not in al things. As touching either 
mans moꝛtalitie, oz the ſundꝛp atcidẽts & euẽts of this liſe, they 
are not much vnlike. Foz as it was befoze ſaid touching p copa 
riſd of man w the beaſf,oz the wiſe waw the fwle,ſo may it be 
ſaid in this that it happeneth to the inſt as to the vniuſt. And | 
in this hee ſermeth to allude to that ſaping of lob : One man lob. 21. 3. 
dieth in by full ſtrength becing in all eaſe and proſperitie: his 
breaſtet are full of milke , and his bones runne full of marrow: 


Another 


King Solomon 
Another diethin the bitternes of his ſoule,and never eatethwih 
pleaſure, Nevertheleſſe they ſleepe both a like in the earth, and the 
' wormes cover them. Thus are they both confoumded,andwoz- 
thily combined together. Vea, here Therſites the defo2med, x 
Nireus the molt beautifull(as the very GSreke Poets ſay) are 
wozthily compared, as touching their bodies. Next to this, ſuch 
are alſo the conluſions and euents ol this life, and humaine af- 
fairs in this wozld,y in the iudgement of the carnall man there 
is not diſcerned any difference at all between the good e the euil 
the iuſt man and the ſinner, to either ol the which the tempozall 
good thinges of nature, loꝛtune and lile are offen alike. Abra- 
ham our Father was rich: ſo was Pharao, Abimelech and 
the king of Sodom. Againe, Cain was an exile from his Fa- 
thers houſe, ſo was Abraham and Iacob, and Ioſeph. Paze- 
ouer Sarah was faire andbeautifull: ſo were the daughters of 
Cain. Shem waspzelerued in the Arke with bis Father No- 
ah: ſo was Cham alſo within the ſame , But it map be ſo, that 
the Loꝛd would therin teach, that his childꝛen ſhould ſerue him 
not in regard of thoſe tempoꝛall and wozldly things: and again 
that the vngodly which alſo haue and do abuſe the ſame, might 
be left without all excuſe of their vntbankelulnes: that the in · 
Mice ol God might bee acknowledged and bis woꝛd beleeued, 
which commendeth and pꝛomiſeth the future iudgement and 
full retribution ot all mens woꝛdes and wozkes, and that the 
woꝛthines of faith might bee encreaſed. Pozeouer it is ſo, that 
the true vertues of the ſpirit diuine ( which are ſo well knowne 
of the king) do not externally appeare to the carnall minded 
man. Therefoze the men of this woꝛld eſteeme no moꝛe of the 
luſt and godly, then ol the wicked and impious: pea, they perſe⸗ 
cute the godly and moſt vertuous, and conſtraine them by their 
cruel tyꝛannies and oppꝛeſſions ta ſuffer and endure thoſe bit- 
ter toꝛmentes and paines which are only due, as well deſerued 
to malefaco2s and tranſgreſſours o the law. This thing was 
nRoled in the death ol Habe l whom Cain ſlew: in the perſecuti- 
on ol our father Jacob by Eſau by Laban, x others wherofhe 
couldſay to Pharao, that his dapes had beene few andeuill-in 
the accuſation, the ſelling away, the impꝛiſonment and afklictiõs 
of loſeph: in the afflictions ol our fathers in Egypt, in the 
contempt 
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eonfempt ol Lot in Sodom, in th xtremity ofpooze Naomi 
and Ruth, and in the ſozrow of Hanna with others. Such is 
the entertainement ofthe godly and their common eſfimation 
inthe woꝛld: and this is the nature of vanities kingdome 
Now, what is that which pe diſliked in theſe the kings woꝛds 
No man hath power over the ſpirit to keepe ſtull the ſpirite nor hath 


any power in the time of death? Is it nota true ſaping 2 Fo2 hath 16. Obiection 
any man po wer either to liue as long as he liſteth: 02 to put a mans power of 


wap his ſoule from his body at hispieaſure ? Surely it is true life. 
(as Iob ſaid to this purpoſe : The dayes of man are determmed 
and as the King ſaid: The dayes of man are numbred: that is 
bythe Loꝛd who onely bath power either to giue, oꝛ to take a- 
way mans life at his will and pleaſure, at all times: and that 
neither this, noꝛ that lieth in the will oꝛ power af man: there- 
foze,as he may not caſt humſelfe raſhly into danger: ſo neither 
' Houldhe pꝛomiſe himſelle long life. Though Saul flew himſelf 
he had not therein pawer ol his life: foꝛ his dayes were deter 
mined and now expired, he was ſhewed the dap befoze, that hee ; 
_ + Houlddfe,andin the manner of his death, he was, by the iuſtice 
of God, made his owne erecutioner. As he could retaine his life 
no longer, ſo neither could he fozbeare to perfoʒme that onhim- 
ſelle, which he was in this iudgement conſtrayned to perloꝛme. 
I woꝛldly men had this power either to retaime life, oz to put 
itoff, when they liſked, they wouldthen olten renew themſelues 
and old age would not be much dilliked: pea, death, which is 
fo bitter to the wealthy men of this life, would not be ſo much 
keared, as it is. But now it falleth ont otherwiſe ; foꝛ whp net- 
ther can the courage and ſtrength of body pꝛeſerue the ſtrong 
warrier, noz the induſtry of arte, noꝛ the deuifes and counfatler 
ol man withſtand death, when the Loꝛd taketh away life, noꝛ 
- can fozce death on them, whom the Lo2d is willing to pꝛeſerue 
in life. Thus when Saul in his trouble was Maine ol his owne' 
handes loꝛ want of another executioner, David on the other 


* 
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part was pꝛeſerued, noꝛ could he be llaine by them which were 17 Obiection : 
his moꝛtall enemies, becauſe the L oꝛd did keepe his life. * Fi⸗ che yong maus 


nally ye haue lad, that it is obieded againſt the King, ha hee lellon. 

Moulde in his wordes, counſaile young men to take their dehights of 

yorth and to fmime in their laſtes, Let mee heare the yo 
" one 


| King Solomon 
owne woꝛdes, as he ſpake them, and vpon what occaſion.Hee 
ſiid (quod Abiather) 7 hough a man live many jeeres & in them 
Cap.ti-8.9 allreioice,yet he ſhould remember the dayes of darkenes, becauſe 
they are many, all that commeth is vanitie. Chen thereupon he laid 
againe: Reioyce O yong man in thy youth; & walke inthe waies of 
thine heart, & in the ſight of thine eyes, Then he added indeed: Bur 
| know that for all na God will bring thee to indgement: 
| therefore take away griefe outof thine heart, & cauſe evillio de- 
part from th fleſh : for childhood & youth are vanitie. Then an> 
ſwered Zadok:how haue they here conſidered one woꝛd with 
Auſwere. qnother: the beginning with the end: the exozdium with the 
concluſion? and how is the můner ol the kings ſpeech marked? 
Tong · wen are TUhen the king had aduiſed men in the higheſt grade of their 
7 to pꝛoſperity to thinke vpon affliction, trouble and aduerſitie, and 
ate er to endeuoz ts eſchew it: be commeth to behold the guiſe and con 


they alſo haue 


their ludgment dition of young men, pea ol ſuch as did ſway in wozldly and fleſh 
appointed. ly luſtes and wantonnes without regarde of the iudgementes 
of God, which is wont to ouertake ſuch perſons in the time ap 
pointed and he derideth their follp(ſpeaking bythe figure Jro- 
nia, in the which, the contrary is euer intended) as who ſhould 
ſap : Go ta, go to, thou yong man: if thou wilt not bee aduiſed 


noꝛ reſtrained, noꝛ reclaimed bp theſe inſtructions and leſſons 
take thine own mind follow thine own will, walk in thine own 
wales, il thou thinke it good: But he leaueth him not without 
a commination oz thꝛeatning: And thinkeſt thou, that there 
is none account to be made foz theſe thinges: and will not God 
bzing thee into indgement ? thou art deceiued(thonfolth pong 
man) toꝛ there is a iudgement which awaiteth but the time ap⸗ 
pointed, wherein thon muſt enter, not onely at the laſt, when al 
men ſhal ſtand befoze the L oꝛd to be tryed after their deſertes : 
but alſo in this life (if death pꝛeuent it not, which pet map bes 
thy particular iudgemeut here) and then will the Loꝛd recom- 
pence thy ſinnes with ſcourges and thine iniquities with rods, 
Now thou art willing that the luſt paſſe thzoughenerp pleaſant 
. fielde,and that thou ſolace thy ſelfe with the deligbts of the chil 
Eccles. 12: dꝛen of men: But then ſhali God ſpeake to thee in bis wzath 
and thou ſhalt ſay: what good hath thoſe pleaſures & luits brought 
me? Alas theſe daies are evill they do nothing delight me, Loe, 
0 | | | doeth 
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doth not this explane the foꝛmer woꝛds againſt the luſts ol fond 
youth s meny abule the creatures in their pꝛoſperity:yes doubt To vſe things 
les, and withall doth ſchoole and aduiſe men, that they neither {© 2s we forget 
contemne noꝛ abuſe the creatures which are appointed ſoꝛ mãs vor the reckos 


ning we muſt 


vle in this life, but vie them lo, as they neuer fozget what ac- make for them 


count thep are to giue either fo2 the vſe 02 fo2 the abuſe of them in the end. 

in time to tome. Thus pe haue heard, what 3 haue anſwered 

to all pour obtections:; haue pee any thing els where with to 

charge either the king, oꝛ his wozdes? Il ye haue let vs heare , 

Although Jam ſozy ( ſatd Abiather) that men ſhould be ſof@- ,,,; .. 

lich and ignoꝛant of the kings true meaning and purpoſe in the ; 
pꝛemiſſes: pet am J glad ofthis occaſion: foz thereby the ſoo- 
ner, not onelp the King and his woꝛdes are cleared ofthis 
ſuſpition, but alſo both my Loꝛdes that bee pꝛeſent, and 
my ſelfe with all others may bee fully latiſfied in thoſe points 
beloꝛe lo doubtfull. C berekoꝛe J willobiec no further, but 
put mine hand on my mouth and vee ſilent : pea, rather (hall 
my tongue cleaue to the rooſe of my mouth, then that J will 
with the ſame either blaſpyeme my Kozd che Ring, o: 
derogate from his Werdes the deſerued authoꝛitie and woꝛ 
thy eſffmation . Then ſaide the Pꝛinces with one mouth 
and conſent ; Surelp whatſocuer hath beene ſaide and 
hearde wee conclude (with reuerende zadoke ) foz the 
defence of the king and his wozdes againſt all maligne 
mouthes and ſclanderous tongues . Neither (indeede) 
can wee, but well commend that which wee well vyver- 
ffand of thoſe his Sermons and wozdes , noz thinke wee 
but that the holy Ghoſt will both bzing to our remembꝛance 
what ſceuer thereof ſhall bee moft p2ofitable and conuenient 
foz the Church of God , and will teach vs alſo the true 
vnderſtanding and meaning thereof © Uerp well ſaite and 2 dok. 
reſolued m 20s (ſaide zadok) therefoze the ſooner vp- 
on this sccafion , J will tell you what J thinke general- 
ly of thoſe woꝛdes of the King which wee now minde to 
collect , and ſo conclude our p2eſent conference, thinking, ebe. 
the time too long, ere J be with his Grace'. The whole um. xc, 
d2ift of the Minges woꝛdes map bee digeſted into two generall z. pointes 
pointes, the firſt whereol is, hat the worlde is to bee contemned, 1 

_ Es Z the 


The princes, 
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King Solomon 
the other is that the chiefe Good is io be purſued. Iti which tio 
pointes conſiſteth both wiſedome and vnderſtanding: as God 
leb. 28.28. laid to man in Job. Bebold the feare of the Lord is wiſdome: G to 
depart fram e vill is vnderſtandimg. This hee perfozmed when 
lob. . t. be feared God and æſchewed evill. Fo in the wo2ld(whichhee 
meaneth by the place vnder the Sunne. and whereas hee pla- 
The world. teth vanities kingdome) he deſcrieth vanities, ol the which col- 
f letting many, he frameth a certaine catalogue, therby ſhew- 
e preg eth his perfect vnderſtãding: In the chiel good, he findeth mans 
ay higheſt lelicitie excempted from all vanities and miſer ies, to the 
The two tables Which he directeth men by diuers good pꝛeſcriptions and rules 
of che la. whereby hee diſplayeth perfect wiſedome. And in theſe two 
partes, hee ſingularly alludeth to thoſe two tables ol the law, 
wherein is commanded and ſet kooꝛth what the thinges are 
which men ought fo flye, and agatne what they be which they 


Whathefio- ought to do and per foꝛme, aſwell ſoꝛ cher owne health as foz 


lech in vanis tbe glo2y of God. Jn vanities kingdome, he diſplateth the va- 
ries kingdome nitie of man in his demiſes, ſtudies, counſailes, polictes,dclights 
to be abando. labours, ſinnes, imperfections and infirmities: next hee diſs 
ned. 2 plaieth his miſery in this woꝛld, wherein hee hath a condition 


foileſom and labozious, a fronbled ſpirit,an aking he; rt a grie- 
ved conccience, an hell of ſozrowes, and an yeelding perforce fo 
3 death. Thirdly he telleth what the things are, which moſt com 
monly encreaſe mans miſerp and ſo his vanity : as namely 
that wiſedome which is earthly, ſenſuall and dineliſh, the plea- 
ſures, luſts and delights ofthe childꝛen ol men, which are beaſt⸗ 
ty and deuoide ol reaſon. The honour of the woꝛlde and vaine 

gloꝛp oſ man where with hee is puffed vp foꝛgetſul of himſelle, 
the greedy deſire of riches,auarice econetouſnes which dꝛowne 
men in linne and perdition. The vice of curioſitte, inconſtancie, 
rebellion, diſobedience to magiſtratesintemperancte,oppzeſſion 
of the pooze and inturious dealing of man againſt man: Iniu- 
ſtice of magiſtrates, vnreuerent talking of P2inces lawes, 
eſpecially of God and ol his actions, lothfulneſſe and idleneſſe, 
wꝛath and enuy: want onneſſe of ponth, vnp2offtable paſtimes 
that conſume the time ol mans life, hope of long life and ſuch 
like. All which thinges beeing by him deſcryed and diſplayed 
to ſway and [well within the kingdome of vanitte, be thought 
1 c good 
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good to make thereofa Catalogue (as J laid) and therewithall Xmedics a- 
bath in the ſame here and there pꝛeſcribed and appointed ſoue · ga inſt ih ole 
raigne ſalues and remedies againſt thoſe noiſome maladies, 0. _ wy 
that thereby the ſooner, thoſe great euills beeing auolded oꝛ a- 
bandoned, there might a ready way be made and pꝛepared foz al 
them that are willing to tend towardes the hieße Good, and ſo 
to the higheſt felicitie. And theſe remedies arecontainev ge- 
nerally either in Coraſives 02 Comfortatives. The former con- 1 
ſiſteth of repꝛehenſions, conlutations deriſions, comminations. 
whereby be condemneth and contemneth thoſe vanities, with 
their inconveniences: The other conſiſteth of doctrins, conſir · 2 
mations, counſels, exhoꝛtations commendations, Caueats, ad- 
niſes,and admonttions : wherby be halle weth men away from 
thole vanities and perſwadeth and allureth them to vertues ? 
the higheſt felicitle . And in thele pointes, the king (as a good solomon 22 
Phiſician) hath not omitted any one thing, that the wiſe and cunning phiti. __ 
tunning Phiſicians haue accuſtomed to pꝛactiſe and vſe in the cian. 
ture of mans body,foz here are pꝛeſcriptions ol Sweates, ol vo- 
mits, ol diets, of ointmentes, olmmutions, of cauterizings, of 
clyſters, of ſlepes, of exerciſes and of poꝛtions: whereol, it time 
would permit, J could ſpeake moze amply: but here, J onelp 
point to the thinges which J might ſpeake touching the wiſe- 
dome and cunning of our King in and about the cure ol thoſe 
great maladies . Yowbeit as euery medicine helpes not euer 
nature, noz cureth euer patient (ſeeing againſt the ſtrength ol 
death there is no philicke auaileable) the king coulde not (as 
himſelle confefſcd)cure all thinges: fo) many thinges remaine 
imperlect, defectiue and incureable in vanities kingdome, nei⸗ / Il thinge⸗ 
ther (ho wſoener the medicines are compounded and applied) cannot be cu · 
may any man imaginthat they can be ſalue d and recured. But i i 
this fawt is not long of the phiſician and his medicines, but ob 
the euill conſtitution and nature ofthe patient and his griefes. 
* Jn. the ſecond generall parte the King pꝛopoſeth the chiefe 2 | 
endof mans life inthis woꝛlde, which is The feare of God & the Tie chieſe 
keeping of bis commande mentes, dnd is indeede the dutie of every Soc to be 
man, and that which by the law of God is required of all men. Purlued. 
(as 4 ſaidebefoze). And as in the fozmer hee ſhewed what 
things moſt encreaſe mans vanity and miſerp: ſo here he 9 
0 | Z 2 et 


K ing Solomon 


etch what they are which ſurther him towardes his lelicitie: 
Curtain ver- Andthepare certaine vertues which he oppoſeth to thoſe foꝛ · 
tues commen- mer vices . As namely the wiſedome of Gods ſpirit, pꝛudence 
ded which whereby a common wealth is gouerned, Juſtice, obedience to 
further men 1aws andmagiſtrates, modeſty ,temperance,induſfry,viligece, 
vince, chartty pattente in troubles ſobziety,humilitie.ſidelitte, truth, 
pkzater, liberalitie,indgement, and to bee ſhozt, piczie andthe 
right ſeruice of Cod. And becauſe all thoſe thinges arere- 
quiredofa man in the oppoꝛtune time, at theleaſt within the 
compaſſe ol his humane lile: therefoze he is carefull to counſel 
The benefit of and aduiſe him to take the benefit ol the time, and not to deler 
* oꝛ put off ſrom dap to day to do xperfozm that which is requt- 
red of him, leſt he bee ſodainely taken away and periſh, noz 
canat anytime thencefoozth finde the like oppoztunitte to 
wozke, and effect that, which bee ſhoulde haue done, and 
now at length ( though all too late) hee is moſt willing 
to doe, if hee might haue a graunt ok that libertie and time 
 agaſne. Mherefoze hee hath ſaide , and ſaith it often to 
them that ſtand befoze him to heare bis wiledome : hat- 
ſoe ver thou takeſt in hand, do it with all thypower : For in 
the grave whereunto thou goeſt , there it neither worke,coun- 
ſell , knowledge nor wiſeaome , As if hee ſaid, there is no 
time allotted foz men to wozke and do the wozkes of their 
vocations after this life. They therefoze that bee willing 
to ſerue GO D in their ſeuerall functfoms as thep ought, 
mult bee right diligent therein and obſerne their times in 
this life at the leaſt, and not deferre it to the life to com. 
Againe hee ſaith: Remember now thy: maker in the daies of 
thy youth : whiler the evull daies come not, nor the yeeres 
Eap.!2:1. ' approach, wherein thou (halt ſay I have no pleaſure in them. 
And to the end he might not onelp teach the great vanitie 

of mans life in this wozlde , but alſo take away from him 
all delafes which commonly followe the hope of long life, 
hee ſetteth foozth mans Olde age, and from thence deft- 
neth his death, and laſtiy teacheth the immoꝛtality of mans 
Soule, the conſideration whereof beeing ſet befoze mans 
eies doth olten containe bim within the boundes of his duty, 
as wiſe to God, wary of the wozld, and caretull loʒ _— 
| nd 
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And this the king hauing ſaid and ſtrongly pꝛoued his fozmer- 
general pꝛopoſition, be caycludeth with the ſame thus. Canity Ibo conclud- 

of vanities & all is meere vanity. Lo, thus hath the king ſpoken, + On of the book 
ſuch is his purpoſe in thoſe his wozds, which ſome would ſo per- 

verſly conſtre againſt him and his good meaning, crowne and 

dignity. And of this loꝛt is enen his oꝛdinary talke, and ſuch are 

his ſentence s, ſayings and woꝛ ds which he dayly vtlereth. In 

the which (as they are right conſonant and agreable in all 

thinges fo the ſacred veritie and holy ſcriptures) whoſoencr 4 
heareth, and conſidereth ,aright,ſhallfind here and there applied 1h. elles. 
ſuch and ſo many excellent doctrins,reſoluttons,ſentences. p20- cie of Solo- 
verbes, parables, examples, counſels, conſolations, exhoꝛtatids, mon: wordes 
admonitions, comminations, reaſons, arguments and concluſt contayned 
ons, with ſuch change and varie tie of times (though as yet on aue Kecle- 
one inſtrument and on one ground) to dꝛam from vices and to : 

perl wade to vertues, that they which read,heare oz vnderſtand 

the ſame (i they be not enchanted with ſome erronious ſpirite) 

(hall therein and thereof very callly finde out the heauenly wiſ⸗ 

dom, with noſmall comfozt ol heart, ; reape no little cõtentati- 

on of Soule, when thereby the ſooner (the holy ſpirit aſſiſting 

them (they ſhalbe enabled fo contemne tbe decelueable vanities 

and luſts of the woꝛld, they ſhalbe encouraged to vſe the crea - 

fures of Godthanklully, to walke in their vocations wiſcly,to 

liue in this woꝛld honeſtly, tobehaue themſelues wozthily,to 

beare afflictions patientip, andto paſſe in the ſame victoꝛioully 

thꝛough the bottomleſſe pzofundity of the hozrible confuſions 

ol this wꝛetched life, to wardes that Best Good,and bigheit feli- 
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The Princes having examined and approved Solomons 
morales for weritie, agree to collef the ſame into 4 
- booke:to the which they preſixe afit title, and declare 


thereaſons thereof. 
| | Adoke hauing thus anſwered to all 
the fozmer exceptions and obiecions 
A taken and oppoſed to the king and his 
A woꝛdes:the Princes t Loꝛdes which 
> |; were thus aſſembled in counſell, and 
G hitherto liſtned to the diſputattõ and 
"conference between Zadoky Abia- 


- 


* 


ther, anſwered a ſam to Zadok, Ye 
| haue both learnedly and right godlp 

6 anſwered and reſoſycdall thoſe doubts ( moſt renerend Father) 
whereby the ſooncr,as both we 4 al othcr# are and ſhalbe mo- 
ved to eſteeme wozthily of the K. as of a Saiac of the L. 4no 
leſſe of thoſe his Sermons and woꝛdes fo conſonant to Gods 
truth, and p2ofitable fo inſtruct and teach all menzſo now let vs 
conſent in one mind, to colle c thoſe Sermons and wordes, as wen 
map beſt call them into memoꝛy. Ye haue wel laid my L. ſaide 
Zadok)41t ſhalbe good and pꝛofttable both fo2 our ſelues, and 
foz many others, that we do as ye haue ſaide. But firſt, it may 
pleaſe pou, that we agree on ſome fit 7:z/e to be pꝛefixed, and) 
Helioreph & Ahiah the kings ſcribes, oz one of them, woulte 
w:tte the ſame, With a very good-will (aide the Scribes) 
and what ſhall wee wzite: Mzite thus (fats Zadok Eccl. 1. 


nT1NMTa7 

The title of The woꝛds ol that Koheleth(oꝛ the pzeacher) the ſon of Da · 
Solomons lat vid R. in Ieruſalem. 

wordes, And thus haue we wzitten/fatdthe ſcribes): But my L. ſafd 
f zadok) how like pe this title? we like it very wel (anſwered 
: the Pꝛinces) May it pleaſe pou alſo it be examined, that the rea 
"| ſons thereof being declared, all others may likewiſe bee ſatiſf- 
ed with vs; Yea (ſatd zadok)it pleaſeth me right well? how-- 
beit, with connentent breuitie; foz we haue beene here talking 
verp long, and it is moze then time we were with bis maicltie 
to 


to giue him comloꝛt in his afflicions, The firſt wozde int | 
title is =»»>+ Debarim, the which (as — ET Debarim, 
onely bare woꝛds, ſpeeches, ſermons oꝛ oꝛations:but alſo mat 

ters, thinges and cauſes, yea and ſuch as are not vulgar o2df- 
narp, oꝛ common, bnt rather, graue,. pꝛofitable, memoꝛable, and 
——— ſuch whereolthe kings father ſometimes modula · 
fedſaying: * ? 


CHine heart is willing to diſcloſe 
a goodly thing: 
Fer in my workes Iwill report 
all che King. 


Plalme 45.1. 


Bauch wozdes vttered Moſes the Loꝛdes ſeruant befoze 
eur fathers:whenhe ſatd,oea7ken O je heavens & I ſhal ſpeake, | 
& let the earth heare the wordes fm month, And the like woꝛds Deut 32. 
the dinine pꝛeacher in his publike Sermons is wont to vtter 4 
declare vnto the people with great wiſedome andgranitie,foz 
thoſe indeede are the thinges, which the king hath lately vtte⸗ 
red and ſpoken ol, in tbe audience ol vs and others, and the dyn 
which we purpole to gather and commit to wꝛiting. EXA 
The nert woꝛd is dn of the Preacher, oz that Preacher ©515- | 

Chis is made (as well pe know) of * to congregate, to aſſẽ-Soncinato- 
ble, and call people together, to make a Church, and is a parti- 
ciple rather feminine then maſculine, ho wbeit in this place let 
it be vſed foꝛ both, that it map be referred aſwell to the perſon 
as to the thinges oꝛ matters by him vttered. And firſt as it ſig- Solomon a 
nifieth a pꝛencber oz one pzeaching we may apply the wozdto reicher. | 
the King, who notwithſtanding his great ropaltie and gloꝛ yr, 
diſdaineth not this name appellatiue,yea, hee hath willingly 
admitted it by his owne choice. Fo? albeit hee beenopublike 
pꝛeacher oꝛ teacher in the Church which is a thing rather ap- 
pertinent to the pꝛieſts and Leuits, pet in either gender the , 
woꝛd rightly fitteth him. Firſt, in regard ol ſingular wiſdom 
which hath beene aboundantly gathered and noted in him. 
Foz in him is gathered the wiledome and knowledge of 
all the Patriarks, Pꝛophets, Paiſters, Teachers # wile * 

2 4 | 


King Solomon | 
the Lozdhauing granted him wiſedome and vnder ſtanding ex⸗ 
ceeding much and a large heart, euen as the ſand that is on 
2 the Sea ſhoze. Secondly in regard of his ſoule ſo wilely in ſtru⸗ 
ded oz of the Church, which is to receiue the doctrine ol his 
woꝛdes to the edification ofthe ſaintes. either map it ſeeme 
A ſtrange vnto them which are acquainted with the woꝛdes and 
phꝛales ofholy wzite,that this gendre is applyed to ſuch a per. 
ſon who (though maſculine) wee find to bee called Sliclomoh 
(as a perſon feminine) tender, delicate and peaceable, oz a faire 
and chaſt virgin, whom a man affecteth and woweth in honeſt 
loue. Mowſoeuer it bee that ſome men, not acquainted with our 
tongue map eſteeme this title to be impoſed on him foꝛ his vn- 
meaſurable lone of women, by the which hee was effeminated 
3 and changed in nature. Thirdly he may be called Choheleth, 
02 Preacher in that hee ſpake not to one oz to a few, but befoze 
many great perſonages and others of diuers nations. Foz as 
he bath ſpoken in the great aſſembly, lo are his woꝛds fit to in- 
ſtruct and teach all. Fourthly, as he hath had a ſpeciall regard 
+ foꝛ the glozp ofthe great God, to the which he had built a mag- 
nificent houſe : ſo as the figure ol the holy Meſſiah which ga- 
thereth to himſelfe,feacheth and pꝛeſerueth his holy church, he 
hath a ſpetiall care (with that wiſedome which the L oꝛd had git 
ven him in his time) to call together and toaſſemble the people 
into the ſame, to the hearing of the lawe of GO W and 
perfo2mance ol his right ſeruice, as to him (indeed ) it apper- 
W tained. Beſides that the office ofa King (as pe well know) is 
" office 6ta k. Not onely to delend and rule the people, but alſo as well by him⸗ 
in 2 pointz ·¶ felfe,as by his pꝛophets, pꝛieſtes and miniſters (by his commã 
dement) in their ſeuerall functions, to teach and excite his ſub⸗ 
5 fects fofeare the Loꝛd, and to walke in his wapes. Fifthly hee 
map bee thus called. Foz that beeing ſuffictentlp ſcholed 
in his alllictions, and repenting thoſe his tranſgreſſions 
and ſins befoze vs al. he can beſt admonith and warne al others 
to flye that miſerp and trouble by contemning and abandoning. 
the vanities uf this guilefullwozlde andto aſpire in the keare 
of God) tothe highelt felicitie : e they are called happy whõ the 
harms t exãples of others either ſen oz heard ol can cauſe to be 
warie 


now 
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his Solace. 167 
warie. In thelecond place the woꝛd do map not vnaptly be 
applyed to the matter oz cauſe it ſelfe which is handled, and 1h. matter oe 
then it ſoundeth as tus: Z he words of the Sermon ſor preaching) the Booke or 
of the ſanne of David. Saz (indeede) as thoſe woꝛds were vt- Words meete 
tredbefoze t appertaining to many, as a publike Sermon oz O- ©2 emmy 
ration, oʒ matters oꝛ cauſes: ſo are they right excellent and? 
wozthy, not only to bee read t heard in the Churches, oꝛ Con- 
gregations, but alio to bee pꝛeached and publiſhed in open ler 
mons, as the woꝛd not of man, but of Goa and right pꝛolita 
ble to inſtruct E teach all men, on the one ſidehow to know and 
to eſteæme ofthe woꝛld:how to liue and oꝛder themſelues in the 
wozld : holv to contemne x eſchew the vanities of the woꝛlde⸗ 
on the other ſide how to knowe the right d, and how to 
walke in the woꝛld, and to attaine the higheſt Felicitie. There; 
foze although the King bee no publike Preacher, yet ſhall thoſe 
his woꝛdes be pꝛeached, heard, and eſtemed of the people of 
God in the Church with all reuerence fo2 their better inſfruci- - 
on, to the gloꝛy of God. Thus haue J ſayde of the perſon, The differ 
and of his wozdes. Yowbeit, to make difference aſwell be- teen 80. 
tweene him 4 all other Pꝛeachers as betweene thoſe his wozds lomon & other 
and the woꝛds of others, as alſo to adde the moze emphaſis to preachers and 
either part, haue wee p2efired this particle (n) ha, the which e words 
(as ye know) beſides the note of a pzepoſitiue article,pointeth has. 
expolitinely to that ſpeciall perſon and thing, whereof there 
was mention made befoze , as the King bimſelfe did, when 
pointing tothole things which hee had deſcried within the lt- 
mites of vanities kingdome ſayde: And all ihat, or that whole, ir 
vanitie. Againe, this particle being p2efired to a Nowne ap- 
pellatiue, addeth vnto it a ſingularemphaſis oz fozce, as it is to 
be ſeene in the firſt Y/alme, Where the Kings lather pointing to 
ſome excellent perſon ſayd v vs Bleſſed is hal man. ©0 
we ſay here: The woꝛdes of That ſingular Preacher or Congre- 
gator: oz ol that right excellent Sermon. *The third woꝛd of te 
Title is 1 j2 The Sonne of David. If it bee aſked, why 3 The ſonne 
the Name of Shelomon is here concealed : Jt may be anſwe- bn been ; 
red. Firſt, becauſe it pleaſed the King to entitle himſelfe He 77, 05095 
Preacher when he acknowledged nothimſelf foz king of Vael, cealed. 
but only ſaid that he had bin hing. And albeit we hold our 1 Eceles. 1. 


| King Solomon 
the Ring yet honoꝛable in his place (as true Subiects ought to 

do, and neither to diſcouer his faults x imperfections ag Cham 

did the nakednes of his father,no2 to conceale that with the en⸗ 

vious, which map giue a light to the gloꝛy of the wazthp) yet, 
conſidering the Kings cauſe, and the humoꝛs of men, wee had 

need to walke warily in this matter. And we know that how- 
ſoeuer the king ſhalbe hanoꝛed oꝛ ſuſpected with the that come 
The eſtimati · after vs, the words (being indeed the woꝛds ol truth) ſhall and 
| enofthe and be reteiued of pꝛize, as thoſe which pꝛocteded not only from 
word. this per ſon:but from the true Solomon the ſonne ol Day id, by 

- whole ſpirit the king hath abounded in wiledom e ſpoken thoſe 

woꝛds. Foz it is wel known,andthe king himſell hath not con- 

8 cealed it. that by his tranſgreſſions hee bath pꝛouoked Icho- 
vah his God to anger ( as it is befoꝛe declared) whereby hee is 

depꝛiued of that excellent Peace and Dignitie, which his 
Name Shelomoh impozteth. Fo2 the time was that the L oꝛd 
geccles. 47.135 auouring him, gaue him a gloztous raigne, when he had made 
all quiet round about him, that be might build an houſe to his 
name, and pꝛepare the Sanctuar ie foꝛ euer, and ſoꝛ that his 

peace, he was beloued. But now, there bee ſtirred bp againſt 

him diuers great enemies, wherebp in ſteed of peace, hee is 

ene him” fozced to embꝛace warres and troubles: mozeoter entring into 
His name dolo. the reckuing ol bis own demerits and condition, he ackno wied · 
mon, becauſe geth himſelf rather an occaſioner of warres, then a pꝛocurer of 
he had tranſ · peace, and to be called rather afflicted and vexed, then delicate 
ue and tender, accoꝛding as once Naomi ſayd to her citizens: Cal 
Ruth. 1.20. e not Naomi ,beamifull, but call me Marah, bitter. For the Al- 
mighty hath given me much bitterneſſes Therefoze it might bee, 

that ſome (though not any of vs) hearing thoſe wozdes publi- 

ſhed vnder the title of Solomon, whome they now to bee a 
tranſgreſſour and cauſer of warres. map vnhappilp ſuſpea and 

doubt ol the authozitiethereof: foꝛ things are commonly eſte⸗ 

A Teſſon for med actoꝛding to the credit of their Authoꝛs (as Abiather be⸗ 
preachers, foze laid.) Therfoze it is met,that they which take on them to 
pꝛeach to others, oꝛ to teach others, be themſelues firſt of all re- 

loꝛmed and confoꝛmed in life and conuerlation, leſt whiles they 

endeuoꝛ to ſaue others they remaine themſelues caſt-awapes, 
gccaſton their woꝛds to be derided, and their dodrine Ore 
d 


. 


his Solace, 166 
And that theſe word! might be vnderffood, + ſoeffeeimed as the 
very wozds of truth and of that ercellent *Propher,andPaFor, That is cle 
which ſhall be raiſed vp in his time to pꝛeach, and tofeede the Melia. 
people of God with the heauenly Manna, they axe entituled | 
Of the Sonne of David, Howbeit, to put difference betweene 
him, and ſome others of that Name, and therewithall to re⸗ 
taine the right honoꝛ and dignitie ol the perſons, whom it plea- 
ſed the Loꝛd in loue and mercy to aduance and ſet on the theone 
of Iſrael. we haue added in the fourth place, Kung in Hieru- #51082 le- 
ſalem, which may be vnderſtood firſt of Xing Solomon, and _ TY 
nert of the % Meſsiah: Andalthough the Name bee not , 
put dowge hxre, vet the godly learned ſhall-well percetne the Solomon 
Authoꝛ of theſe woꝛdes to bee the ſame which in the title of bro. 1. 
the Kings wiſe Pꝛouerbes is named Solomon. Fa2 this per: . King. t. 35. 
ſon (beyond att Davids ſonnes) was onelp pzeferred to the 
thꝛone of Iſrael, on the which hee ſitteth and ruleth all the 
twelue Tribes; foꝛ the moſt part hath dwelt in Hicruſalem, 
which Citiehis father David conſtituted the /erropo/irane 
and chicfe ſeat of the Ringdome, and therein ruling the people 
of God in equitie and righteouſneſle, he beareth a type and Fi; 
gure of the holy Meſsiah the ſonne of David, that Ling of 
rigbteouſnes and peace who raigneth and ſhall raigne oner che. no. 
houſe of Iſcacl fox euer (as J haue ſaid) from whom, as from ad aunbortcie 
the chiel Paſtoꝛ ⁊ authoꝛ, the authoꝛitie x credit of choſe woꝛds of holy ſcrip- 
fs to bee derined, as is the authoꝛitie of all the holy Scrip · tures, 
tures, by whomſoener the woꝛdes and Doctrines thereof 
haue beene. o2 (hall bee witten, pꝛeached, o2 taught, Loe, 
thus haue J ſpoken foꝛ the better vnderſtanding ofthis 7 11e, 
which we thinke gord to pꝛeſixe to thoſe the Kings woꝛds, by 
vs to be collected. Now if it pleaſe you (my good L oꝛdes all) 
let euerp one of vs call to minde what wee haue heard the 
king to vtter in this time ol his Repentace: the which J would 
ſhould be ſimply + plainly gathered and regiſtred without any 
addition oꝛ diminution of any thing, that ſo the Verdes ag How _ 
they be indited by the finger of the holy Ghoſt, may remaine jo. 7! 
the lame ſound t whole to be remẽbꝛed, vnderſtood, expounded aud untten⸗ 
and learned by the only to whom the ſame ſpirit ſhall giue both 
wiſdom, vtterance ⁊ capacity the ſame to perfozme . 
ng - ery- 
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King Solomon 
* Uery wellſpoken,{ſapde the Pzinces) and turning thew- 
ſelues towards Helioreph and Ahiah The Kings Secreta⸗ 
ries, they requeſted them to wꝛite accozding to that euery one 
of them ſhould call to minde and deliuer of thole he Kings laſt 

The secreta - Words : to whom they anſwered , Me are heare ready, and as 
ries writethe ꝓt᷑ ſhall remember and 1 the Kings owne ws2des ; ſo ſhall 

words. we receiue the ſame with all willingneſſe and laithfully regi⸗ 

| ſter them. Sap on (mp Loꝛds in o2der one after another. They 

zadoke begin= Kite good eare ( ſayde zadok) and J will beginne to repozt 

neth the Colle · what J haue heard, The matters are waightie and graue, 

ction. they require both attention, truſt and diligence. Mrite, and 
begin thus: ä 


Eccles. 1. 2. Vanity of vanities (ſaith the Preacher) va- 
_ nity of vanities all is vanitie. 
Verſe. 3. Mhat remaineth vnto man in all ns travell which he 
tabeth under the Sunne? &c. 
Cap, 2. 1. I ſaqd in in heart Go too nome, I will proove thee 
with ioy: therefore take thon pleaſure in pleaſarit things: & beholde 
Fs alſo is vanity. &c. 
8 Cap. 3. To all things there is an appointed Time, and a time 
or the Preach - te every purpoſe vnder heꝶueu. && c. 3 | 
er diſtingui- | Cap. 4. 1. So turned and confidered all the oppreſſions 
Hed into 12. that are wrought vnder the Sunue, cc. 
Chapters | Cap. 5. 1. Benotraſh with thy month : nor let thine heart 
| be haſty to utter a thing bofore God. &c. | 
Cap. 6. 1. Theres an euill which I ſaw vnder the Sunne, 
and it is much among men .&c. 
Cap. 7.1, Surely there be many things that encreaſe vanitie; 
and what availeth it man.. 
Cap. 8. Who is as the wiſe man? &. who knoweth the interpre- 
zation of a thing? & c. | 
Cap. 9. 1. I have ſurely givenmine heart to allilit, and to 
declare allthis, &s. | AE 
Cap. 10, 1. Deadflyes canſe toſtincke and putrifie the beſt 
oynment of the Apothecary.c+c, 
Chap, 11. 1. Caſt thy bread vpon the water:,and after ma* 
t dayes thou ſhalt find it. &. - 
| | Cap, 


167 
Cap. 12. 1. Remember nowe thy Creator in the dayet of iii 
jouth. Cc. | 
Verſe 8. Vanmie off vanities ſaith the Preacher: and allis 
Vanitie. 


* ad 
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The Concluſion of the Booke, contayning the declaration of © 
the Princes aud Collectors, concerning their approba- 
tion of Solomon aud his words, with their Affixe 

to the ſame. | ' 


de Secrearicrhauing witten the Nord. 
(Fw OW of King Solomon accozding to the foz- 
A mer collection, they ſaid vnto zadok and 


0 SS?! the Pzinces. Beholdmy Lozds, alltheſe 
Sd ©| j| L-#} wo2dshane wee written with diligence: 


— ſhould alſo wzife? Truelp (ſaide the Pꝛin⸗ Solomon 
ces) the King bath ſpoken in our hearing p ake much 
many other things right wozthp both the remembꝛance and more then is 
the wꝛiting: pea and ſo manp, as wee neither could beare a⸗ here remem-- 


wap, noz can now repozt; andtheKings wiſedome and dili- _ 
gence hath pet farre paſſed and exceeded. It is moſt true, in 
very truth (aid Zadoke) And although the Loꝛd his God hath 
wonderfully blefſed him with wiſedom,knoweldge, vnderſtan⸗ 
ding and manp rare graces farre beysnde that any other man 


now living doth enioy: yet he omitteth not. noz negleceth his 81 mon yer 
daily ſtudy, and diligence, to ſearch foz, and fo obfairie and get ugiech and 
moze wiſedome, moze knowledge , mo2e vnderſtanding and ſearcheth for 
mo2e graces, and hee pet learneth andruminateth that both more wile- 


night and day, which hee mindeth to pꝛoduce and teach vnto dom, 
the people, Neither doth hee aduenture fo ſpeake oz vtter 
anp thing, befoze that hee hath with K 


* 


TY A and with a perfect fudgement digeaſted it in his heart. Foz he 


Deut.z2.,7, 


Geneſis. 
Exodus. 
Levit, 
Num, 
Deut. 


knoweth, that as in the oꝛdinary courſe oł nature, the concep- 
tion goeth befoze the birth: ſo learning ought to goe befoze tea⸗ 
ching in bim which is the teacher. Firſt thereloꝛe, he hath lear- 
ned, yea and yet he continneth a learner, that thereby he might 
the better know all things and frame himſelle a Teacher. And 
to that end, he hath bene a diligent ſearcher ol all Antiquittes, 
and the woꝛthieſt monuments of the ancient Fathers, hearke- 
ning therein to the connſaile of Moſes , where hee ſaith; Re- 
member the dayes of the world that is paſt : conſider the yeeres of ſo 
many generations, Ails thy father & he willſhew thee: thine Elders 
and they wil tellthee. Andtherefoze he hath commonly in his 


hands the Bokes of Moſes, asnamely, Bereſchith, Velle- 


ſchemoth, Vaichrah, Vaiedabber q Ellehaddebarim, Alſo 
the Boke of lob, the Bokeof Ioſuah, the Bokes of Shemu- 
el, the wꝛittings of Nathan, of Gad, ol Aſaph, and of his fa- 
ther David, with the volumes ol other Pꝛophets t wiſe men: 
neither abandoneth he the wꝛittings of Homer, 4 other lear - 
ned monuments ol the Gentiles. From, and out of the which, 
be hath gathered, and pet gathereth of learning, knowledge, 
and wiſedome moze and moꝛe euery day. oz is the King ig 
nozant of this, that as the herbe Moly, which is ſo good and 
ſoueraigne foꝛ medicine beponde many others, is verp hardly 
digged oꝛ dza wen vp from the earth: ſo thoſe things which are 
excellent (inderd) and ol ſpeciall choice, come not to men with · 


wiſed6 is Gods out exquiſite ſtudie, and great and hard traueis: and that albeit 
Suiten en the excellencie of wiſedome, knowledge and iudgement is not 


men ſtudy & 
labour for it. 


atchiued oꝛ gotten by any the wit, wiſedome, power, polt- 
cie oꝛ agilitie of man, but commeth from the Loꝛdes goodneſſe 
and mercy: pet doth not the Lo2d oꝛdinarily giue oz beſtow a- 
ny of thoſe things without the lawfull exerciſes of reaſon, ſtu - 
dies, and diligence: but he is right willing to helpe and lurther 
the true ſabourers,to inftruc them which reade aduiſedly, and 
to kurther them which haue a deſiretop2ocede faithfullyin the 
wap ol his commandements: to, and foꝛ the which, he maketh 
bis woꝛd a Lanterne vnto their fecte , and a light vnto their 
pathes. To this purpoſe, he giueth them Se&rs, wiſemen, Pꝛo- 
phets, Pꝛieſts and godly Pzinces ; and he powꝛeth foozth ol his 
digine 
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huis Solace. 

ditine ſpirite, whereby they be made apt and capable of thoſe 
ſingular graces: Whereot wee haue many wozthy examples. 
as namely, in Noah, inLort, in Abraham, in Iacob, in Io- 
ſeph, in Moſes, in Samuel, in the Kings father, andlaftly, 
in the Ring himſ lle, who in his vouth (as the Lozde by his 
ſpirit had diſpoſed him) pꝛayed vnto the Loꝛd loꝛ wiſedome,er- 
erciſed himſelfe in the things which ther eunto appercained : 
hearkened to David, to Bethſabe, to Nathan, to Gad, to 
Aſaph, and to his noble Counſailoꝛs: and vſed the reaſon and 
wiſedom which God gane him, as a talent encreaſing, Sv 
God pet moze and moꝛe pꝛoſpered him from day to day: hee 

taught him: he aduiſed him, he bleſſed him, and wiſdome was 

found of him that ſought foꝛ her. And thus .vſeth the Lozde in 

bis mcrete and loue, to admoniſh ſuch as thinke of his good- 

nes, and to comfoꝛt them which early enquire foꝛ him: he tea - 
cheth them that deſire to learne: hee heareth them that pꝛay 

vnto him: he lighteneth them that diſpate of knowledge, her 

openeth to them that knocke, and he giueth to them that aſke, 

that in things that be p2ofitable, holy, and appertaining to the 
glozy of his Name, tothe god ol his Church, to the beneſite 
of his people. This the Ring (as hee is moſt wiſe) knoweth 

right well. And hauing thus gotten and attainedthe excellencie 
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ol wiſedome, he burteth not thoſe his Talents in the earth, but The vſe oft 
emplopeth and occupieth the ſame: not like vnto that niggard, lents and gifts 
who ſoꝛ feare of loſing his wealth would hide it, though with · which God be- 
out all ble: no2 like the enuſons , which would not that other to welk on 


men ſhould be partakers of knowledge: but as the right libe 
berall and charitable man, he laboureth c endeuozeth to make 
all other men partakers of his wiſdome and dinine graces,and 
hideth her riches from no man. Fo? he ſeth, that as wiſedome 
is an infinite ireaſare vnto men, ſo ſhall his diligence and ſtudie 


men. 


be acceptable not only to them, but to the Loꝛde, who hath fil- Sap. 13. 16 


led his ſoule with diu ne treaſures mooued him to ſpeake what 
tis minde hath conteiued, and to ve his graces to the edifica- 
tion ofhis pcpole, Theretoꝛe hath hee ſpoken accoꝛding to the 
fulnes of his ſpir it the ſooner, berauſe he ſawe, that choſe good 
things by bow much the moze they were imparted and made 


common to others, by ſo much they appeared the better 2 = 


| hers, 
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tuff effimation. * Moꝛeouer, fo the ende that his wiſedom and 
The bet knowledge ſo imparted might de heard wth the moze delight, 
wayesand he better conceiued & the deeper impꝛinted in the mindes and 
meanes to in · memoꝛie of the hearers, ⁊ by the the moze exquiſitely diſcuſſed, 
ſtruct, teach he hath inuented, and doth dayly inuent, compoſe and ſet foozth 
andedific o- any rare and ercellent Riddles , Pzoucrbs, and ſimilitudes, 
takenfrom the very nature and truth ol things: pea, he ſeeketh 
andframeth ſuch woꝛds, Sermons, and Sentences, which hee 
knoweth to be molt p2ofitable and ſit fo2 the purpoſe: he lapeth 
cuer beloꝛe him thoſe Wookes and Monuments of the wile 
and godly men of poꝛe (as it is befoze ſatd ) whom hee knewe 
were illuminated and taught of GD D, and the things 
which they ſpake andleft to the Church, were indited by the 
inger of the holy ſpirit. Foz hee knowethand hath ſo taught 
The vſe of the Ald tolde vs often, that be Bookes, wordes and writings of thoſe . 
Bookes of ho - antient haly men are right profitable inthe ¶ hurchto fire wp and 
Iy ſcriptures. prouobe men ee to walke in the way that leadeth towards 
the higheſt good, and chief felicitie: and alſoto confirme any doctrine 
or opinion, that [hall be either taught or deliuered tothe Church, for 
Goas glorie , and the prefite of the ſame. F 92 therein is tobe ſœne 
and gathered the ſame veritte, which it hath pleaſed God by the 
inſpiration of his ſpirite to exhibite vnto his Pꝛophets, and 
ſeruants, whom he hath made in this reſpec the Maiſters and 
Authors of thoſe holy Bookes and godiy collections, woꝛthily 
* entituled the #074 of Hod. Cheſe be the things which the King 
wonderfully affecteth, and is neuer meat ied in the holy medita- 
tion thereof, Meere is that doctrine and learning, vnto the 
which, he would, that all men ſhould liſten and giue attentiue 
All men muſt heed, and that in regard thereof, they ſhould eſche w and aban- 
eukebeed of don all other dectrines and opinions whatſoeuer , which ſound 
Aring; ang dn any wap ſays; contrary, oz not like vnto this. Foz it is 
opinions: Certaine,that as the eie is not ſatiſfied with ſeeing,no2 the eare 
| with hearing; and mans curioſitie being vnmealurable, the 
doctrines and opinions of men doe exceed in multitude and di- 
uerſitie: ſo both the inuenting of thoſe doctrines and opint- 
ons, and in the making of thoſe Bookes, which are neither 
agreable , noꝛ any wap comparable to this one doctrine ſo 
giuen and appzooned by the chiele Pato; and Teacher, 
| and 
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his Solace. 169 
und alſo in the reading, ſtudying, learning and exerciſes 
thereof, are nothingels, but a labour of che fleſb, and a vering 
of the minde : And ſo much the moze, foz that therein (amang | 
other things) this is holden and plauſibly accepted, that the ye, haue pt, 
chiefe felicitie of man, did conſiſt either of hono2s, oꝛ riches, 02 ced their chief 
of pleaſures and mens delights and ſuch like, the which there · felicitie in 
foze molt men ſtydyedto attaine, in the reading, bearing and fe ting, 
obſerning the precepts and rules of the ſame. M herein ne- * 
vertheleſſe, whiles men are buſicd, they reſemble thoſe fooliſh 
people, which being diſeaſed, do ſeeke loꝛ remedies of the things 
which are bzought from India, Æthiopia, and the furtheſt 
parts of the wozld, happily not ſo well fitting the conſtitution 
of their natures, when the whiles, they contemne oz neglea 
the good things which grow in their 9wne gardens. * But as 
fo; that dectrine and thoſe wozds, which are indited and giuen 
by chat chiefpaſto2,appzoued by thoſe graue maiſters of antho- 
ritie, and collected, taken, and taught by the King, aſwell in '% 
this, as in other bis Bookes, and ſo wee finde them to ſhoote rh ener 
barmonicallp to this chiele /cope oz marke, namelp that men che holy fan p- 
might thereby learne and bee perſwaded to Feare God, and to tures, 
keepe his (ommandements. In the which are reſpeded thoſe cle 12. 75. 
two things, namely the g/-y of Cod, and the higheſt hap- | J dr fee 
pineſſe. To the fozmer whereof is required, the pꝛaiſe and e 
thankelulneſſe vnto G O D koz bis benefites: a dutie en- Plal. 50. 23. 
ioyned ts man in the firſt Table of the Lawe : In the Erod. 20. 
latter is required a godly life and holy connerſation , oz 
dutie enioyned vs in the ſecond Table of the ſame Lawe. 
Foz in the firff thereof is pꝛeſcribed our dutie to GD D: 
Inthe ſecond our dutie to man. In the fozmer wee learne, Dutie to God. 
what G O D requireth and what bee abandoneth as tou Dutic to man. 
ching his owne bonour and ſeruice: In the latter, what 
hee requireth, and what hee condemneth in our brhauiour 
one towarves another. Foz there is not any one ſin- 
gular Pzecepf, bat reſpecteth both what is to bee done, Note this in 
and what is not to bee done. And this wee muff ob- the ten Com» 
ferue therein, that where any vertue is commannded, in mandementa. 
the ſame Pzecept that vice which is her contrary , 2 * 
a. dden 


— —— —— 
EA. 2h tat Cu III, 7 


CA 


biden : and fo there, where any vice is fo2bidden, that ver- 


God bath pre- 
pared aiudge- 
ment for theſe 


made a reckoning, euery idle deed ſhall bee diſterned, and euery 


Affire tothe Kings Concluſion ol þ booke, which is written: vz. 


” foorth and prepared many Parablet. 


King Solomon 


tue which is his contrarie is commanded. This is that feare of 
God and the obleruation of his commandements, which is re- 
quired of man, and fo this ought euery man ( by thoſe holy 
doctrines} to frame and apply himſelfe. Beſides theſe, all the 
ffudtes, labours, deuiſes, andendeuozs ol man are vaine , and 
nothing els, but laboꝛs and vexations ol minde, dzawing men 
from good vnto euill, from God to the dinell, from heauen to 
hell. Neither may wee thinke, but that foz either of theſe 
wapes, a man ſhalll bee called into iudgement, fo make his 
reckoning, and to caſt his account howe hee hath either vied 
63 abuſedthem, Yea, men ſhallhane not onely their particu- 
lar iudgements heere in this woꝛlde (wherein happie is hee 
that ſhall finde mercie and fo2giueneſſe) : but alſs in the end 
they ſhall ſtande befoze the tribunall Beate of Meſsiah, 
when hee ſhall come and if, to pꝛonounce @ iuſt ſentence a. 
gainſt all men, whether they be good 02 euill. Chen allthings 
ſhall bee reuealed, pea euen thoſe which haue beene concea- 
led, and in a great part leſt vnpuniſhed, ſince the beginning 
of the Creatures. Then, foz everp idle woꝛd there ſhall bee 


ſecret thought of the heart ſhall bee made manifeſt. Then 

ſhall Gods choſen bee cleared and called into glozy with the 

boly Meſsiah and his angels: and then ſhall the pꝛophane re⸗ 
pꝛobates be thʒuſt out into vtter darknes, to toyle and mople 

with the ſerpent and wicked Feendes koꝛ evermoze. All theſe 
things in effect, and many moꝛe, with ſingular wiſedome and 
great grauitte, hath our Lo2de the King dttered and taught (as 

we muſt acknowledge and witnes.) Therfoze J thinke it good 

(if it ſhall pleaſe pou my Lo2ds) that theſe our right truſty and 
faithfullfrinds Helioreph and Ahiah doe adde this alſo, as an 


Verſ. 9. The preacher was yet more wiſe , and he taught 
the people knowledge, and cauſed them to. heare: and he ſearched 


Verſ. 10. The preacher ſought to find out pleaſant wards, 
and an vpright writing , the wordsof truh . | Inkes 
Veiſ. 11. The words of the wiſe are like Goads & like nailes 
faſtened 


his Solace, 1:0 
faſtened by the miſter of the aſſembler, which are given by one 


74 our. 
erſ. 12. ud ober thinges, beſides theſe (mySanne) 
tale thou heecle: for there icnoue end in my many bookes ; and 


much reading is a labour (or wearmeſſe ) of the fleſh, 


Verſ. 13. Let vs heare theend (or ſcope)of all (the ſermen) 
Feare God and keep his commandementes ; mow rx that (which x. 
belongeth )to every man. 


Verſ. 14, For God will 422 euer od as amen, 
withevery ſecret By eh # be good or ex ill. 


Car. XLIIII. 


The common conſent and ſubſcription of the Princes to this 
collettion, and the concls [i 2 on. 


. he fozmer Wordes heeing fo wꝛit ten 
and ſiniſhed, and the two Setreta- 

5 Di ries hauing read ouer the ſame in the 
\&9 audience ol the Pzinces, thep asked 
” whether they all well liked ol thole 
thinges, with the manner and cariage 
ge thereof? Tu whom they all anſwered 
dich one voice and conſent, that they 
liked all thinges right well, and were 
very gladthat thoſe matters were ſo happily rememembzed to 
bee pzeſernedfoz poſteritie. Moꝛeouer they ſaide: And wee 


nothing doubt, but that Wo 


King Solomon 
read oꝛ heare thoſe rde ol bis with the manner of the repoꝛt 
t tolledion therof,he willboth like, allow, and ratify theſame. 
Neither wil we omit oꝛ deferre to ſolictte his moſt noble grace 
therein : fo2 as it concerneth the King himſelfe , and the truth 
and authoꝛitie ofhis wozdes : ſo it doth and ſhall fo2 euer ex- 
pꝛeſſe our hearty deſier to exonerate our ſelnes, and to expꝛeſle 
that duty which wee owe and mult pteld both to his bighneſſe 
| andthe holy Church. Finally wee moſt heartily thank you 
. (molt reuerende Father) loʒ this pour paineful diligence and 
willing readineſſe in the plaine reſolution ofthoſe things which 
were oz might bee holden ſuſpenſine concerning either the 
Ringes perſon oz his woꝛdes: neither are wee vnthankefult 
vnto pou the Kinges moſt truſtie Secretaries, and to you 
(Maiſter Reco2der )' fo2 the wziting and reco2ding ol alt 
thoſe matters ſo needfull to bee knowne & p2ofitable foz-poſts- 
ritie. 
Againſt them * After this Zadok fpake againe and ſaide. But my 
grins e Loꝛds, that all theſe thinges with our godly purpoſe map 
the danken the better pzoceede and happily prolper, foz the glozy of 
GOD, the comfoꝛt of our molt dzead Doucraigne , and 
the benefife of his Church: Let vs endeuour (as much 
as in vs lieth-) to baniſh from hence malignant and fro- 
ward monthes , and let the lippes of all them that ſeeke 
to ſclander the King and his woꝛdes bee abandoned: But 
let the epes of them that feare Ichovah and loue bis holy 
annointed, looke hither , and beholde onely that which is 
right :: Let their exe · liddes looke ſtraight befoze them, and 
Thankſgiving let the right bee hearde and conſidered in wiſedome , Fi- 
20 Sol. nally in the concluſton and vpſhot of this our councell and 
conference let vs turne our ſelues to G O 7D in holy inno- 
”' cation and pꝛaper: Wherein , as it is meete, iet bs firſt 
bleſſe and pzaiſe Tchovah our G DD , fo2 all thoſe 
excellent bleſſings the which he hath pow2ed fozth on vs vn 
der the happy gouernment and noble miniſtry of our So- 
veraigne Lozde King Solomon, foz the which (beeing 
fo abundant in his louing and large mercies) wee are not 
able-(ufficiently to bee thankeſull: pet let vs OTE 
| | ſelues 


bis She. Þ r 


eines to that meaſure we haus, as the kings father did when pal. 10. 
hee ſalde Bleſſe the Lorde O my ſoule , and all that is within : 
mee praiſe his hely name. Bleſſe the Lorde O my ſeule, and 
forget not all bis retributions , Next, let vs beſceth bis moſt , 
bigh Grace, that pet in his tender mercies and louing kinde- 
nes, hee would pꝛeſerue the lile of our dꝛead Soueraigne, an 
renew the ſame, as the Cagle, that hee woulde — 
bis Soule and keepe him in well-fare and peace : that we 
alſo may pet liue and pꝛoſper vnder him, as wee haue done 
theſe lourty yeeres, in the right God's ſernſce , tranquilli⸗ 
tie and peace. | 
Thirdly let vs pꝛay tothe Lozdeofheanen fo our ſelues * 
that our tinnes map be pardoned, and our true obedience both 
to his Grace and our noble Scneraigne renewed and confir- 
med that thereby the ſooner ( fo2 the ſake of his holy anoin- 
ted) hee, may ſparevs, and not remone from vs (in his 
wzath) that thing. which in his loue he hath vouchſafed vs, 
that his louing fauour might bee pet continued and encrenter 
towardes vs to the eternall iop oł our heartes. 
Fourthly let vs heartily beſeech him, that this our (alle 4. 

Gion ol the Kings words ſo rightly cozreſpondent to thoſe an, Eccles. nr, 
cient and learned authozs from whencehee had taken them, 

to bee thus conueighed vnto vs, may from hence pꝛo⸗ 

teede with happie ſucceſſe among the Lozdes people, as 
whereby not onely the Paſtoz, in the Church, but the 
Sagiſtrate in the Common-wealth , may take inſtructi- 

on and comfo2t euen in the middeſt of all the (toſſing ad- 

nentures incident to either place, 

Laſtly, let vs humbly enfreate the Lozde G GD 5+ 

to grant, that wee and euerp of vs map the rather by the 

King bis Examples, Leſſons, and Rules of piette, learne 
tightly to knowe and loue GO D: to knowe and con- 

ſider of our ſelues, and the depth of this wozldes Uant- 

tie, as whereby the ſooner abandoning and fozſakingthe coun⸗ 1 zl 
ſales of the vngodly, the wayes of the wicked and the ſeates 
ol the ſcoꝛners, we map truely and timely connert our ſelues 
to the dinine Maieſtte, and be wholy dedicated to his _—_ 


To forthe 


Kiag. 


3s 


King Solomon ; 
in bis feare. All theſe thinges- beeing perfozmed, let bo a⸗ 
galne repaire to bis higbnes pzeſence, who doubtleſſe by this 
time, muſeth very much of this our long abſence, To this all 
the ꝛinces and Nobles alſented, coniopned in moſt holp and 
reuerende pꝛayers to the L oꝛd, from whoſe ſpirite they recei · 
ved nolmall conſolation and gladneſſe, and thence mutyally 
beſtowing thankes, they bzake vp, and conueighed 
themſelues in all ducifull manner) to the roy- 
all pzeſence of King Solomon, 
their Soueraigne 
Lozd. 
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er Eing Solomon 


inbisfearo . All tbeſe tbinges- beeing perfozmed, let vo a⸗ 
gaine repaire ta bis higbnes pzeſence, who doubtleſſe by this 
time, muſeth very much of this our long abſence. To this all 

the Pꝛinces and Nobles aſſented,confoynedin moſt holy and 
eꝛerende pꝛapyers to the L oꝛd, from whoſe ſpirite they recet · 
ved nolmall conſolation and gladneſſe, and thence mutuallp 

beſtowing thankes, they bzake vp, and 

themſelues (mall dutiſull manner) to the roy · 
all ppeſence of King Solomon, 
mathe 7 Os | 
02d. 


mag -m 


EINIS. 


* 


2 | Sethi? 


N A Table of the 


"coneinodn King 


all matters 


princi 
Bare 


Wie 


| A 
2 2 figure af Meſliah' 
fol. o. b. 

Abiather thepricſt gas iuſtly 
- depoſed by King Solomon 
fol. 48. a. 

Abner] hisnobility and iniu- 
nous death. 28. a. 3 1. a. 

Abuſes of the world are tou- 

ched & condemned by So- 
: logger 134. b. 

Achan his linne and plague. 
129. b. 

Adams ſorrow for his forine 
Abel. 73. b. 


Adams A & the effect ther- 


of. 136. b. 
Adonizh his ambition and | 
Solon proceedinges a- 
ſt him. 46. a. (led 
Adulators are to be expel- 
the courts of princes. 66. b 
Adverſitie muſt beeremem - 
bred in the time oſ proſ- 
peritie. 64 b. 


Fin Adam 
VR Enoſh Þ 141 ,2 
iN Iſch 


Solemon. 170. a. 
Affection naturall. 69. b. 
Affliction is Gods rodde. 


Ages & generations. 1 38. 8. 
All: how this worde is vſed 

and reſtraigned. 14 l. a. 
Alteration of K. Seiamom his 

eſtate & conſtitution, v. b. 
Ambitious perſons. 4. a. 47. b 
Apoſtates & their Wo. 89. b. 
Authoritie is not to bee abu · 

ſed. 2b. Fs 
e are meete 
for it. a0. b. 


B 


Beauti tiean ornameritin \King 
Sol. as in the yertuous. 3 7. 
b. 38. 

Beauty is vanity. 123. b. 

Bethſabe, her vertues. 3 5. b. 


her death. 6g. b. 


Biſhop,a good B. & like coũ 

ſailor. fol. 8. a. 

Bleſſing of K.Solcmov. 44. b. 
who are bleſſed. i 27. 


Affixe to the Eccleſiaſtes of | 


Bookes of holy ſcripture, 
their vſe. 1 66. a. 1 68. b. 

Borne, the happines of him 
that Mir 151. b 


| 

| 

| 

| 

bo 
| 

| 

| 

| 
g 


Cain his ſin, and puniſhment 
for the ſame. fol. 7 3. a. 
Captaines their office. 2 6. b. 
Calling of the prieſthood. 3 2 
Chamelion. 97. b. (a 
Cham's ſinne and curſe: 3 3. 
Chadeſch. 
Chadoſch. & 100. b. 
Chance. 1 6. a. 
how thinges are ſaide to 
come by chance. 1 57. a. 
Children which are wicked 


are agriefe to their parẽts 


93 0. 
Church prefigured by the 


Temple of Salaman. 105. b. 
Reſẽbling an houſe, io 8. a 
church militant ibidem. 


Chriſt was to riſe of the ſeed 


of David. 1 o. a. 
prefigured by David and 
Soloms G. a. 8 3. a. 105. a. b 


Chorah and Dathan. 1 26. b. 


Circumciſion and end theres 
of. 143. a. 

Col le ctor his office. 2 6. a. 

Competitors ofa kingdome. 
46. a. 

Condemne not the creatures 
but mans vanities, 1 3 5. a. b 

Counſailors of King. Solomon 
3.4. 7. a. 

Counſell good to be follow - 
ed.o b. 

Conſciẽce good or e vill. 3 o. 

b. 31. a. | 

a good conſcience needful 


in a captaine of war. 28, a. 


Tube Table. 


Conditions of mariages are 
to be performed. 8 3. a, 
Confuſion of all worldly 
thinges. 16. a. 
Confeſlion of ſinne is a way 
to obtaine pardon. i 22. b. 
Cotempt of the world. 1 23. b 
Cotemners ofothers. 9 5. a. 
Contentation is not found in 
the pleaſures of the world 
145. b. 28 
Court and courtiers. 2 2 a. 
Creatures inſenſible cõdemn 
men of incõſtancy. 139. b. 
men muſt ſo vſe the crea- 
tures as they forget not 
what account they muſt 
yeeld for them in th end. 
161. a. | | 
Croſſe of chriſt made of ace 
taine tree.68.a, * 
Cures of fin by chriſt, 1 27.a) 
Cuſtom & the ſtr ength thers 
of in men. 1 18. a. ” 


Danger, howmen ſhold deal 
therein to eſcape. 1 o. b. 
David his fin & how thepeo 
ple were plagued for the 
ſame. 7 $: a, 
his confeſſion. $6, b. 
his charge to his ſonne Ss. 
lomou & 3. b. 
his walking with GOD 
89. a. | 

David a figure. of Heſfiah 
1o4. b. | 


hee provided for the boil: 


ding | 


4 din of 4. houſes and yet the bade of ; 
wh 25 not the builder of 2 65.2, T "the booke 


either, but Solomon builded | ' the chiefe ſcope of Sol, 
th'one andchtiſtth'other, | therein, 134. ap ; mon 


106. a. b. | 
Dead preferred before the li- 
ving. fol. 4 b. 
Death is deſcribed.s 2. 
in death, me cary nothing 
oftheir wealth with them. 
62. b. a 
n deatha man ſurceafeth 
his workes. ibidem. | 
Death ſhould not bee feared 
and by whom. 63. b. 64. a. 
Death of noble counſailers is 
a prognoſticatiõ of plagues 
714 
Death of friendes worthily 
lamented. 7 o.b. 
The dead are freed from tlie 
troubles of this life. 1 5 1. b. 
Delaies in the apprehenfion 
ol grace is perilous 12 2. a. 
Delaies in dangers. 2 8. b. 
Debarim what is ſig. 1 4 f. a. 


The briefe ſum of that book 
recapitulated 161. a. 
Edification of others. 1 68. b. 
Education ot Soſmon. 3 8. b. 
Elementes, their courſe and 
| order, 139. 
Eli his ſaying to hisſons,115.b 
Elder age abuſed. by Scl. 8 4. a. 
Enoſch mans name. 141. a. 
Entrance of Solomon into his 
kingdome. 45 a. 
Envious perſons. 14. b. 95. b. 
Equitie concluded by Gudz 
torman.101.b,102,b. 


| Equaliticindeath,6 2. b. 


Exceptions againſt Seiamon 
his wordes and governs 
 . ment#97.4.98.a. 
Expoſitidn of matters ob- 
cure, their vſe. 13 5. , 
F 


Familiars of kings. 19. b. 


Diſpaire not of mercy. 116.2 
Diſputation ofa guilty con- 


Fame of Solamon. 44. b. 
Fall of mankind, 10 1. a. b. 


ſcience. 30. a. 

Diſcretiõ in iudgemẽts. 2 6. b 

Doctrins & opinions ſtrãge 
muſt be warily conſidered 
of. 168. b, | 

Dutie to God and dutie of 
one man 1 69 · a. 


Eccleſiaſtes the booke of K. 
Solo. his repentance, 122. a. 


Fathers curſe on the children 
4 

Faithfull men fall and riſe 
againe. 1 1 6, b. 1 17. a. 

Faults ſome curable & ſome 
not curable. 143. a. 

Faults and ſins of the godly. 

7 wa. 

Some ſmall faultes appeare 


great in wiſe men. 92. b. 
+ 3 Favour 


rn, PRE" 


+ 
$$ 
ns 
5 
ed 
9 


2 2 5 4246 
g > * 8 — 8 G43 >. dt Wet 
P W def e eee 
2 1 a * 4 n 


N 


— 5 . ys v 8 8 1 2 3 4 2 
5 5 8 F i NC I ARDEN 2fSg 
k NO Er ME NOI b 8 


— —ä—ä—j—ᷣjEPH — — — — 


— — — — —— 
2 


Fayouris deceitſull. a 3. b. 
Feare of God hath ſafety 
76. b. 


of mans health. 126. b. 
his waies and iudgements 
are far beyõd mans reach. 


- Felicitic of man is not con- 
tained in mans pleaſures 
141. 
wherein men haue placed 
their felicity. 169. a. the fe · 
licty of worldlings. i 8. b. 
Forgetfulneſſe of our condi 
tion, 5 o. b. 


” 
-G 
* 

Wy; 


- Generations ofthe worlde 
138. a. 
Sentiles are perta 
Gods graces. 9. a· 
Gueſtes invited, their duty. 
68. a. 
Glory of man pronoſtica- 
teth his declination. 6 3. b. 
Gladnes and pleaſure not ges 
nerally condemned. 4 J. a 
God ſpareth ſinners for the 
fake of the godly. 7 1. a. 
God is deſcribed in his fearce 
anger. 76. b. ; 
his bounty to Sol.8 9. a. b. 
his wil and his word. 68. b. 
he is to be adored for aid, 
G5. a, 
hepuniſheth his own. &. b. 
Sod is a father to the which 
repent. 1 15. a. 


his ar are proper to 
his choſen. 128. 


kers..of 


us mercy is the worker | 


121. 129. a2. 

Gods, how Salomon was ſaide 
to follow after ſtrige gods 
121.11. 

God glory and mans happi- 
neſle. 1 61a · 

Good thinges beſtowed on 
the good.58.h. 

Good, higheſt good. 1 61,b: 

Common good,2 7,4. | 

Good men iudge themſelues 
1 9. a. | 

Guilty perſons are fearefull. 
26, a, : 


H 


Hadad the Edomite,7 4.2: - 
haters of good things. 9. b. 
high things decline, 64. a. 
Houſes of Solomons wiues 
$7 ob. ; | 
| ourhouſes ſhould not con- 
tayne that which deſtrois 
the ſame. 68.2. 
Two houſes built , th'oneb 
Solomon, th' other by Chrilt 
115 analo 2 . 
ram the king of T 
Eindaeſſe to E 
57. b. 5 8.a. ; 
his diſcontentment,66, a. b 
Hyena, like to death. 6. a. 


4 a 


re, his 
ng dolomon, 


Lhevah 


 Jehouahthe nameofGodg8, 
a, Why Solomon vſed 
not this name in his latter. 
time. 130. b. | 


Idols and images are notby | 


wiſemen eſteemed as gods 
12 1.4. 
"  Solomondidnotworſhippe 
them actually. 1 20. a. b. 
F Tedidah,one of Salamoms names 
37. a. II o. b. 
Ieroboam an adverſarie to 
Solomen,”7 F. a. 
Iewes ſhould not haue mur- 
tkered their K. 68. b. 69. b. 
Ignotance of Princes. 16, a. 
Ingratitude. 1 6. a. 19. a. gi. a. 
Toabhis ambition and ſtub- 
bornnes. 5 f. a, 5 2. a. b. 
hisreward and end:50, 


ds 


Iob, his childrẽ their fall. 64.a | 


The T able. 


King: heisthe conferver of 
Peace. 67. a4. 
Kings ought to be armed a- 


enemies. 7 6. a. | 
Kings be mortall men. 92.þ. 
their liues are noted. 96. b. 
the trouble of kings is + 
griefe to true ſubiects.6. h. 
the kings familiars.19. b. 
the kings Court. 2 2. a. 
the Kings ſervants. 2 2h. 
the kings health muſt bee 


regarded of his Counſet & 


ſubiects 7. a. 8. a. 1 1. b. 
Kinges and Princes are ad- 

moniſhed to walke wor⸗ 

thily. 96. b. 

kings haue enemies. 28. b. 
A kings office, .1 24. a. 


alſo in 2. points. 116. b. 


Interpretations ofthe kings | Kings offences are not to be 


words. 98. b. 
Iſraelites ſhould not be pol - 
luted with the luſts of the 
| heathen. 98. b. 

Iudgements on ſinners. 54. b 
a iudgement for every 

work. 15.b. 
Iudgementes on worldlic 

vanities. 169. b. | 


raſh and haſtie iudgemẽts. 


98. b. 

Juſtice & mercy com-bined. 
101. 102. b. 

Iuſtice & wiſdome are either 
oftwo ſortes, i 52 b. | 


_» 


cenſured or ſpoken of 


raſhly by Subiects. 148.2. 


King So/omon conceiled his 

name of King of Iſracll, 
124. , 

Knowledge of good & evil. 


I 43«b:1 44,4 
"9 


Labors of diuers kinds,i3 3.4 


Labours of men. 137. 
' mans labors come to him 
whom he knows not.13.b 
Lamentation of an old man 
that repenteth. 62, b. 
*4- Lan 


by 


gainſttnie perturbations of 


» 
« 
* 
3 
# 

i? 
: 
- 


Lay diuine 


Luſt and luxurie. Se. b. 


Malicious perſons: their gain 
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IT Table. Se, 
not bee diſ-] his curioſity. 141,b, 


penſcdyith by man 84. b. 

the end oflawes 27. a. 

2. Tables ofthe law. 161. b. 
Lxmuel. 3 7. a. I Io. b. 
Leagues, how they are to be 

made & with whom. 61. b. 
Lineament of the prieſts bo- 

dy, by the law. 3 2. a. b. 
Liuing and dead compared. 


151. a. o | | 


Liuc,how long men ſhoulde |. 


deſire toliue: 64.4, 
4. kindes of life, 8 0. b. 
Lordes and Princes of king 
2 Solomon. 1 b. 4. a. 
their regard of the health 
oftheir King and Prince, 
74... | 


Luſt is blind. & 3. b. 
NM 


his vanities. 14 2. a. 1 

Mans recouery by Meſſiab.. 

IO! b. ö ; 

Mariages vnequall,83.b.. , 

Meaſure is required in the 

vſe of the creatures, 145. 
146. b. a. 

Me/jiab is a cõfortable name 
for the godly. 101. a. | 
his obedience for man. 
102. 
prefigured by Solamõ. & 3, a. 
10 5. a. alſo by King David 
69. a. oY 

the true K. of T/rael124.b; 
Melchiſedecb. io 3. b. 


Mercy promiſed to finners 


repentant. 11 5. a. 
Military wiſedome. 27. 2 8. 
 Mindes trobled hinder th ex 
ecution of all faculties in 
men. 28. b. 
Miniſters of God are requi- 


Magiſtrates their iniuſtice 
14. a. . 
their offices, wiſedome & 
glory. 143. a. b. 
148. b. 
Man, his felicitie. 1 69. a. 
his fraile nature. 6. a. 
ſubiect to many troubles. 
74. a. 
euery man is a ſinner and 
is not able to cõprehẽd. 3. a, 


red to walk honeſtly; their 
calling being lawfull, 39. a 
Mouarchicall gouernmẽt is 
the beſt. 22. b. 
Murther is in time requited 
and plagued. 51. a. b, | 


N 


Names of K. Solomon: 3 6. b. 
55. b. 110. a. b. | 
Nathan a prophet & a good 


counſailor to David and So- 


man is like a beaſt. 14.143. b 
his inconſtancie. 1 384139. 


lemon. 7 I, a, 


New 
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New things nothing isnew 
vnder tlie Sun. 1 3,4,142.2, 


O 


Oath to God and the King 
ſhould bee regarded. 5 4. a. 
Obie ction againſt King Scio- 

mon and his wordes. 92. b. 


Officers tweluè of King Solo- 


mon. 2. a. | 
the abuſes inofficers. 24. b 
mean officers faults. 2 6. a. 
Old age deſcribed. 16. b. 62. a. 
Olde mens examples for the 
yonger perſons. 84. b. 
Olde enemies are obſerued. 


4.0. 
Opinion: men ſhould haue a 


goodopinidtouching per 
ons repentant. 100. 


Orders o bout. 
44. a. | 
P 
| \ 
Palace of Kings moſt meete 
for the vertuous. 2 1, b. 
Paſcall Lambe. 1 03,b; 
Philoſophy naturall neceſſa 


rv. 141. a. 


Perſecutions of inn ocentes 
47. a. 1 

Piety and voluptuouſnes can 
not well bee conioyned. 
146. b. 5 

Pleaſures of Solamom. 44. a. 
pleaſures of the world, and 
their end in paine. 146 a. 

Pluralitic of wines is noyſom 


Phyſicians ſhould be wel ac- 
quainted with the patients 
griefe and conſtitution of 
body. 87. b. 

Pharaos daughter. 5 6. a. b. 

Peace preſerued. 5 5. b. 67. a. 


Perfection of perſons, 5. a. 


and dangerous. 79. b. 8 o. a. 
Poſterity no man knowes 
what will betide it. 1 4. a. 
Praiers for Rheho loam, 73. b. 
for the King. &. b. 17 l. a. 
Praiſe not mẽ by their words 
wealth or garments. 94. b. 
whois tobe praiſed 95. b. 
men ſhould not praiſe thẽ- 
ſelues gloriouſſy. 18. b. 
Prefumptuous ſinnes are dan 
gerous. 6 8. b. 90. a. 12 8. b. 
Preacher, So/omow is called the 
preacher: and why. 125. a. 
aleſſõ for preachers. 165. b. 
Prince and prophet their cõ- 
ſent for the common good 
72. a. | 
Princes are admoniſhed for 
their good. & 5. 
good Princes are giuẽ by 
God for the good of his 
people. 89 b. 
Princes abaſed and ſervants 
are exalted. 1 f. a f 
departureofa good Prince 
is a plague to the people. 
10.4, | 
Pride, King Se/omon was not 
proud 


\ 


| 


3 2 ae N 9 > 


proud in his glory. 44. b. 


Prieſtes their calling, fun- 


ction and dutie. 2 9. 30.3 1- 

Promiſes and propheſies of 
Me ſſiah then to come 1 02 
b. 105. b; | 


Prophets are bolde in their 
miniſtry. 8 8. a. 


Proſperity is often an enemy 


to piety. 8 i · b · 

Proverbes of Solomon — 
out and tranſſated. 62. b. 
Prudenee diſplaied in fiue 

pointes. 27 a. 
Puniſhmets of the godly and 
vngodly much differ. 1257. b 
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— 74 
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Queene of Saba 59:b-67:b- 
Queene Bethſabee- Gg. b. 


R 


Rebellion is a damnable ſin 


137 
Rebels and traitors liue in 
eontinuall feare. 75. b. 
Recorded of King Solomon: 
88. a. b. 5 


Recorder his office. 2 37a. 
Rechoboam his- inclination. 


72*1 3» 
Religion blemiſhedby Solo- 


mon his ſirmes. 8 f. b. 


yet religion was not altred 


in his time. 1 2 0. a. 


Nopentance obtaines merey N 


115. a. 
fruites of repentance. ii6:a * 
how it is wrought in man. 
ibidem. 
Solomons repentance. 7. a & 
in the preface. page ro. 
a perſon truely repentant 
is not ſoonerecalled to his- 
former luſtes. 8. a 
the repentance of David 
was more explaned then 
that of Adam or Noah. 
Repentance defined and de- 
cribed with the tokens 
thereof. 126. 
Reprobates cannot truely re- 
pent to findmercy. 12 0. a. 
Solomon was no reprobate. 
92. 4. n 
Revenge. Selon would not 
willingly revenge iniuries 
received. 46. D. | 
men ſhould not revẽge in- 
iuries vnder pretext oſ law 
3. b. 
Rhezon adverſary to Solo- 
8 mn. 7 4.7 fr 


| Rich worldly men are poore 


1 5 a· 
Riches of King Solomon. 4 2.4 
Righteous men are had in re- 
membrance. 142. | 
Righteous-whichr are dead 
their condition and eſtate. · 


151. b. 
FA | S 


Sanctuaxies 


Sandtuaries &their vſe. yo. b. 
Saintes do ſometimes fall and 
are therefore afflicted. 18. a 
they fall not away from 
God for ever. 1 16. b. 
Salvation followes on true 
repentance . 127 b. 
Satans ſubtiltie. i oo. a. 
Saviours of the olde teſta- 
ment.103.b 
Sclanderers of honeſt per- 
ſons & good things. 95. b. 
landerers of King So/omen 
and his wordes, cenſured 
I 70.b, 
"ſuch hurt thẽſelues. ia 8. b. 
Scriptures holy, their author · 
166. a. 
the end 
Second man, who it is. 73. a. 
Secretarics office. 2 3. b. 
Securitie of worldlings 92. a. 
Shadowes of the law. 103. a. 
Shame to ſinne, but not true- 
I) to repent 126. b. 
Shem and Iaphet.3 5. a. 
--Shimei his fault and iudge- 
ment. 5 3. | 
Sinne woundeth, Repentice 
cureth · 11 6. b. 
Euery ſin is againſt God, 
either immediate or by 
meanes 115, b 
No man is to bee iuſtiſied 
inhis ſinnes. 99. 100. 
Sinne ſhall bee puniſhed e- 
ven in the beſt of all men 
1 


— 


riptures-16 9.a | 
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The Table. . 
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in every ſinne, there is a 
turning of man from God 
119. b. | 


Sinners truely repentant 


may not diſpaire of mercy 
116. a. 

Solaces of divers perſonsare 
of divers kindes,in the pre 
face page 1. | 
Solomons ſolace . ibidem. 
Page 3.4. 

trom whence this ſolace is 
chiefly deriued. ib. pag · 4. 

Solomon the King of Iſrael- 

1. a. | 
hisnamesinterpreted.37, 

a.110a- | 

his progeny.3 f. a. b. 

his glorious raigne. i. a: 
his ſervantes & officers. at 

his 3 Lords. 4. a: 

his 


is bounty & — 9 1 
eee ny ag (b. 
his tranſgreſſiõ. & affliłt. 


.. | 

| his ſodain alteration, 7,b, 
his patheticall wordes and 
ſtrange geſtures, 12.13 · 
he lotheth his labors. 12. b 
his acknowledgement of 
his imperfections and fin, 
15.123.142. ; 
his offeccs in 3,things.79 
go. the cauſes of his fall. 
63479 93.130. 
his exceſſe in luſts. 145. b. 
hee is thręatned plagues: 
1 
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ais contrition. 12;. 2. 
huis low conctit of himiſelfe 
r 
and in the preface. page 9, 
His true repẽtace. 8 2.92. b. 
the ſame proued. 1i6. 13 l. a. 
Solomens holines and remiſſi- 
on on his repentance. 100. 
"OS / ® 0h f | 
his ſaluation. r 2 -b,127.b b 
heeturnedagaine to God, 
121,b. | 
hee revolted not after his 
.- | *©"Tepentance.1 17. 5. 
| how he was ſaid tofollow 
1 after ſtrange Gods. 12 1. a. 
| how hee turned his heart 
from God. 1 19.b. 
his fins were not greater 
the the fins of ſome others 


ardon. 1 18,b, 


repentance,.12 f. b. 
his practiſes and delightes 
after repentance. 125. a. 
The credit and eſtimation of 
his words & ſermõös. 96. a. 
they dtſerue to be preſer- 
ved in holy regiſter. 93. b. 
how both the perſon and 
his words ſhold be waigh- 
ed 9. a. 


his words and ſermons are 


- approued,colleted & pre- 

er ved in a booke, by his 

chiefe Lords and ſervants 
133. a. N 


ö * * _— A . Ek 
. CC ng ACER . 
APs Sg IS. b + 5g V 4 "hs wy + A 

i 1 : 

* 2 | 

| j 

g 

5 # # 

- . 


which repented and had 


e was more wile after his | 


— 


Solomon Was no reſpecter of 
perſons. 29. b. 
e188 8 9 
he was a figure of Me/ah. 
1 
he Was a faint 104, 1 1 4. b. 
he vſed not the name Teho- 
vah in his latter wordes, & 
Why298. a 130.137. 


— 
A 4 I's 


howz God accepted of his 


workes, praiers, & ſacrifi- 
ces. 1 12.113. 5 
Solomõ was not more curious 
then neceſſity required in 
the garniſhing of the tem- 
. 
his wiſe proceedings againſt 
eAbiather the prieſt; 48. b. 
ho the promiſe made to 
David was firſt applied to 
Salomon in the figure 107. a. 


97-149. and the ſame an- 
ſwered by Zadok. I 50 a. 
Solomon was court- like and 
briefe in his ſentẽces 148. b 
his holineſſe & repentãce 
was not called into queſtiõ 
by the learned fathers, in 
the preface page 6.7. 
Solomon was author of the 
booke of ſapience andof 


Srac. as in preface page. 
1 # 


16 2. a. 


hee coulde not yet cure all 


the 


"4 


Obiections againſt Salmon 


many the ſentences of Ben- 


he was as a good phiſician. 


N 


| 


2 62.4, | 
The excellency. of his 
wordes in the Eccleſiaſtes 
and the concluſion of that 
booke. 163. a. * 
The title of his laſt words 
explaned. 163.165. a. 
Solomon was called a preacher 
and his wor des ſermons, 
164. a. 
a difference between him 
and othex preachers. 165. a 
why he conceiled his name 
Solomon in that booke.ibid 


» 


- howhis.ſermons were to 


bee gathered and written. 
166.a, | # 

The concluſiõ of his prea 
cher with the princes affix 
to the ſame ,167.a 


theabundance of Salmon 


his ſermons and ſentences 
| 67. i 
howbeit,he never gave o- 


ver but ſtudicd . labo- 


red to be yet more wiſe. ib. 


Souldiers their choice & ho- 


our. 25. a. | 
The faith of a good ſoul: 
ier. 2 8. a. | 

Sorrow for ſin. 7. b. 1 2.b.* 
ſorrow for the death of 
friendes v0. a. 5 

Speake well eſpecially ofthe 
King & wagiltrate 93. b 
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